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[For the fWlowing references to ** Sa]iiiAgcind],>» 
the publishers are indebted to the proof sheets of tM 
article on WASHiNGTOisr Ievikg, in Allibone*s forth- 
coming " Critical Dictionary of AutfKyra^'* Ac] 

" We all remember the suoceas of Salmaguudi, to which he was 
a large and distinguished contributor; with what rapiditj aod to 
what extent it circulated through America ; how familiar it ixuid» 
us with the local pleasantry, and the personal humors of New 
York, and what an abiding Influence it has had ui that city, by 
forming a sort of school of wit of a character somewhat marked 
and peculiar, and superior to eveiy thing our country has witness- 
ed except perhaps that of the wits of the^ Aparchi5Ml^ in^^Connee- 
ticut."— -Siujard Eoerett: ^S[.; j^jnac. j5te^. :ti\ s5)6^ ^njy, 1823. 

" We have no hesitation inlaying id; the*0ttii^1^ that we oen- 
sider the good papers of SalmagtOildS, and'the greai^ part of Elmck- 
erbocker, superior to the SketdbT Boc^^^* ^ ...::. '12 [SaUnagundi] 
was exceedingly pleasant morning; a? ^^r-dini^.^ 'seoding, never 
taking up too much of a ge^tleib^^i^e firQ]|riM's;bu8iQ6is and 
pleasures, nor so exalted and*spiritualized as to seem mystical to 

his &r reaching vision Though its wit is sometimes forced, 

and its serious style sometimes false, upon kxdang it over, we 
have found it full of entertainment, with an infinite variety of 
characters and drctOnstances, and with that amiable, good-natured 
wit and pathos, whidi show that the heart has not grown hard 
while making merry of the workL" — Richard K JkmOt Semor^ 
N. A. Kev. ix. 823, 834, 344, 845, Sept. 1819. 

" The better pieces are written in Mr. Irving's best manner. 
Take it altogether, it was certainly a produQjtion of extraordinary 
merits and was instantaneously and universally reoognised as sacli 
by the publia It wants of course the graver merits of the modem 
British collections of Essays: but fi>r spirit^ effect, and actual 
literary value, we doubt whether any publication of tbe class 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Biiioe ^ The Speciator, upon which it is directly modelled, caa 
fairly be put in competition With it" — Alexander K Everett^ K. A. 
Bev. zxviii 116, Jan. 1829. 

"It was in form and method of publication imitated from the 
* Spectator,' but in details, spirit, and aim, so exquisitely adapted 
to the latitude of New York, that its appearance was hafled with 
la delight hitherto unknown ; it was, in fiM^t, a oompletD triumph 
of local genius." — Henry Z Tucherman: Sketch of Amer. Lit 

" In tiiis work we are introduced to the watering-places, balls, 
elections, reyiews, and coteries of the daughter country, and par- 
ticularly of New York, the centre of its fiuihion, in a style of un- 
sparing and broad humor, infinitely outdoing any liberties which 
Mathews thought fit to take with his hospitable entertainers, and 
reflecting some credit on the good temper which was shown by 
its reception That ' Salmagundi ' owes its principal pre- 
tensions to ICr. Lrying's exertions we are the more inclined to 
conclude from the evidence of a work in which, not very long 
afterwards, he tried his strength single-handed, under the title of 
^'Km^'^IAiO^hf^Tif^ Quart. 

'* The produ^u of Pa^ildin^, ]trving* Yerplanck,* and perhaps 
of others, m ^ariijers^ :*«tlftrpbpers of Paulding are more sar- 
castic, iU-ni(j(xt^Jacn&oMofts---bitter, than those of Irving; but 
quite as ableiy &0fle*J:)y^j4^<^ ^® ^^ ^^^ know: we have 
only heard of hliaf as* one eAtheSMrsilers. It is a work in two vo- 
lumes duodechno ; essays, after the manner of Groldsmith — ^a down- 
right, secret, labored, continual imitation of him — abounding, too, 
in plagiarisms : the title is from our English Flih Flams; oriental 
papers — the little man in black, &a, ftc., from the Citizen of the 
World. Parts are capital : as a whole, the woric is quite superior 
to anything of the kmd whidi this age has produced."— Ameri- 
can Writers No. lY., Blackwood's Magazine^ Jan. 1886, 11: 61. 

• An emr : ICr TerpUnek had no part tn the work*— Pvbubbmb. 
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SALMAGUNDI. 



No. L-^ATDKDAY, JANUABY 24, 1807. 

As evBiybody knows, at ought to know, what a Salicagundi 
ifl^ we shall spare oarselves the trouble of an explanation — ^be- 
sides, we despise trouble as we do eyerything that is low and 
mean ; and hold the man who would incur it unnecessarilj, as an 
object worthy our highest pity and contempt. Neitiier will we 
puzzle our heads to give an account of ourselves, for two reasons ; 
fbcBtj because it is nobody's business ; secondly, because if it were^ 
we do not hold ourselves bound to attend to anybody's business 
but our own; and even ihai we take the liberty of neglecting 
when it smts our inclination. To these we might add a third, 
that very few men can give a tolerable account of themselves, let 
them try ever so hard; but this reason, we candidly avow, would 
not hold good with ourselves. 

There are, however, two or three pieces of information which 
we bestow gratis on the public, chiefly because it suits our own 
pleasure and convenience that they should be known, and partly 
because we do not wish that there should be any ill will between 
us at the commencement of our acquaintanoe. 

Our intention is simply to instruct the young, reform the old, 
correct the town, and castigate the age; this is an arduous task, 
and therefore we undertake it with confidence. "We intend for 
this purpose to present a striking picture of the town ; and as 
everybody is anxious to see his own phiz on canvass, however 
stupid or ug^y it may be, we have no doubt but the whole town 
will flock to our exhibition. Our picture will necessarily include 
a vast variety of figures; and should any gentleman or lady be 
displeased with the inveterate truth of their likenesses, they may 
ease their spleen by laughing at those of their neighbORi--thiB 
being what we understand by poetical jushob. 

Like all true and able editors, we consider ourselves in&llible^ 
and therefore, with the customary diffidence of our brethren of the 
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8 SALMAQUNDI. 

quO], we ahall take the liberty of mteifermg ii. all matters either 
of a public or private natare. We are critics, amateurs, dilettanti, 
and cognoscenti; and as we know "by the pricking of our 
thumbs," that every opinion which we may advauce in either ot 
those characters will be oorrect, we are determinedi though it 
may be questioned, contradicted, or even controverted, yet it shall 
never be revoked. 

We beg the public peiticulaiiy to uaderstiBidf that we sdicit no 
patronage. We are determined, on the contarary, that the patron- 
age shcdl be entirely on our side. We have nothing to do with 
the pecuniary concerns of the paper; its success will yield us 
neither pride nor profit — ^nor will its failure occasion to us either 
loss or mortification. We advise the public, therefore^ to pur- 
chase our numbers merely for their own sakes: — ^if they do not, 
let tham settle the al&ir wi<li their coDsdenceB and poBterify. 

To conclude, we invite all editors of newspapers and literary 
journals, to praise us heartily in advance, as we assure them that 
we intend to deserve their praises. To our next door neighbor, 
" Town," we hold out a hiftud oi amity, declaring to him that, 
after ours, his paper will stand the best chance for immortality. 
We proffer an exchange of civilities ; he shall furnish us with no- 
tices of epic poems and tobacco ; — and we in return will enrich 
him with ori^^nal speculations on ail manner of sul3jects; together 
with "the rummaging of my grandfather's mahogany chest €i 
drawers," "the life and amours of mine uncle John," "anecdotes 
of the Cockloft family," and learned quotations firom that unheard 
of writer of folio% Unburn J^ddiue. 



FUBUSHBB'S KOTIGSL 

This work will be published and sdd by D. LongworiiL It 
will^be prmted on hot-pressed vellum paper, as that is held in 
highest estimation fi>r buckliug up young ladies' hair->a purpose 
to which similitf works are usually appropriated; it will be a 
small neat duoaedmo size, so that when enough numbers are 
Written, it may form a volume sufficiently portable to be carried 
in old ladies' pockets and young ladies' woric-bags. 

As the above work will not come out at stated periods, notice 
will be given when another nxunber will be published. The price 
will depend on the size of the number, and must be paid on de< 
livery. The publisher proBssses the same sublime contempt for 
money as bis authors. The liberal patronaffe bestowed by his 
disoemmg fellow-citizens on various works of taste which he has 
published, has left him no indinaUon to ask for further favors at 
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their hBaada; and he jmbliahea this work in the mere hope of i^ 
qviting their bounty.* 



FROM THE ELBOW-CHAIR OP LAtTKOELOT LAKO- 
8TAPP, ESQ. 

We were a eonmderable time in deciding whether we should 
be at the pains of introducing ourselTes to the public As we 
care for nobody, and as we are not yet at the bar, we do not feel 
bound to hold up onr hands and answer to our names. 

Willing, however, to gain at once that tnu^ confidential foot- 
ing, whidi we are certain of ultimately posaeasing in this, doubt- 
leas, *' beet of all possible cities ;" and anxious to spare its worthy 
inhabitants the trouble of making a thousand wtae conjectures^ 
not one of which would be worth a " tobacco-stopper,*' we have 
thought it in some degree a necessary exertion of charitable con- 
descension to furnish them with a slight due to the truth. 

Befi»e we proceed further, however, we advise everybody, 
man, woman, and child, that can read, or get any fHend to read 
for them, to purchase this pap^ :~^iot that we write for money; 
-^or, in common with all philosophical wiseacres^ fh>m Solomon 
downwards, we hold it in supreme contempt The public are 
welcome to buy this work, or not ; just as they choose. If it be 
purchased freely, so much the better for the public — and the 
publisher : — ^we gain not a stiver. If it be not purchased we give 
fair warning— -we shall bum all our essays, critiques, and epi- 
grams, in one promiscuous blaze ; and, like the books of the sybils 
and the Alexandrian library, they will be lost for ever to posterity. 
For the sake, th^efore^ of our publisher, for the sake of the 
public, and for the sake of the public's children to the nineteenth 
generation, we advise them to purchase our paper. We beg the 
respectable old matrons of this city not to be alarmed at the 
appearance we make ; we are none of those outlandish geniuses 
who swarm in New York, who Uve by theit wits, or rather by 
the little wit o£ their neighbors ; and who spoil the genuine honest 
American tastes of their daughters with IB^nch slops and fricaseed 
sentimmit. 

We have said we do not write for money; — ^neither do we 
write for fame : — ^we know too well the variable nature of public 
opinion, to build our hopes upon it — ^we care not whftt the public 

* It was not originally the intention of the authors to Insert the aboT« 
address in the work ; bnt, unwilling that a fnore^au so preeions dioold be 
lost to posterity, they have been Induced to alter their minds. This will 
aeconntfor any rep«titlon«f idea that nay appear fn the introdaetory essay. 
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10 ^L 8ALlU0UKDb 

tiunk of ufl ; and we suspect, before we reach the teuth ntimber, 
they will not know what to think of us. In two words — ^we write 
for no other earthly purpose but to please ourselves — and this we 
shall be sure of doing; for we are all three d us determined 
beforehand to be pleased with what we write. I{ in the ooorse 
of this work, we edify, and instruct, and amuse the public; so 
much the better for the public: — but we frankly admowledge 
that so soon as we get tired of reading our own works, we shall 
discontinue them without the least remorse, whatever the public 
may think of it While we continue to go on, we will go on 
merrily: — ^if we moralize, it shall be but seldom; and, on all 
occasions^ we shall be more solicitous to make our readers laugh 
than cry ; for we are laughing phUoeophers, and clearly of oponion, 
that wisdom, true wisdom, is a plump, joUy dame, who sits in her 
arm-chtdr, laughs right merrily at the foice of life-*and takes the 
world as it goes. 

We intend particularly to notice the conduct of the fiishionable 
world ; nor in this shall we be governed b j that carping spirit 
with which narrow-minded book-worm eymcB squint at the Uttle 
extravagancies of the ton ; but with that liberal toleration which 
actuates every man of fashion. While we keep more than a 
Cerberus watch over the g^uardian rules of female delicacy and 
decorum — ^we shall not ^scourage any little sprig^tlmess of 
demeanor, or innocent vivacity of character. Before we advance 
one line further, we must let it be understood, as our firm opinion, 
void of all prejudice or partiality, that the ladies of New York are 
the fiurest, the finest, the noost accomplished, the most bewitch- 
mg, the most ineffable beings that wfUk, creep, crawl, swim, fly, 
float, or vegetate m any or aU of the four elements ; and that the j 
only want to be cured of certain whims, eccentricities, and un- 
seemly conceits, by our superintending cares, to render them 
absolutely perfect They will, therefore^ receive a large portion 
of those attentions directed to the fashionable world ; nor will the 
gentlemen who doze away their time in the drcles of the haut'ion^ 
escape our currying. We mean those stupid fellows who sit stock- 
still upon their cl^irs, without saying a word, and then complain 
how damned stupid it was at Idjss 's party. 

This department will be under the peciSiar direction and con- 
trol of Akthont Evehqreek, gent, to whom all communications 
on this subject are to be addressed. This gentleman, firom his 
long experience in the routine of baUs, tea-parties, and assembUes, 
is eminently qualified for the task he has imdertaken. He is a 
kind of patriarch in the &shionable world; and has seen genera- 
tion after generation pass away into the silent tomb of matrimony 
while he remains unchangeably the same. He can recount the 
amours and courtships of the Others, mothers, uncles and aunts, 
and even the grandames, of all the belles of the present day ; 
provided their pedigrees extend so far back without being lost 
in obecqrity. Aa^ however, treating of pedigrees is rather an un- 
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SALMAQUNDI. 11 

grateful task in this ctty, and as we mean to be perfectlj good« 
natured, he has promised to be cautious in this particular. He 
recollects perfectly the time when young ladies used to go sleigh* 
riding, at night, without their mammas or grandmammas; in 
short, without being matronized at all: and can relate a thouamd 
pleasant stories about Kissing-bridge. He likewise remembers 
the time when ladies paid tea-visits, at tiuree in the afternoon, 
and returned before dark to see that the house was shut up and 
tiie servants on duty. He has often played cridcet in the orchard 
in the rear ttf old YauxhaU, and remembers when the Bull's-head 
was quite out of town. Though he was idowly and gradually 
given into modem &shlons, and still flourishes in the beatHnondef 
yet he seems a little prejudiced in favor of the dress and manners 
of the old school; and bis chief commendation of a new mode is^ 
*' that it is the same good old &shion we had before the war." 
It has cost us much trouble to make him confess that a cotillion 
is superior to ^ mhiuet, or an unadorned crop to a pig-tail and 
powder. Custom and fiishion have, however, had more effect on 
him than all our lectures; and he tempers, so happily, the grave 
and ceremonious gallantry of the old school with the " hail-fefiow" 
fiuniliarity of the new, that, we trusty on a little acquaintance, and 
making allowance for his old-&shioned prejudices, he will become 
a very considenUale fieivorite vnth our readers — k not, the worse 
for themselves— as they will have to endure his company. 

in the territory ctf* criticism, Whxiaic Wiz akd, Esq., has under- 
taken to preside ; and though we may aEL dabble in it a little by 
turns, yet we have willingly ceded to him all discretionary pow- 
ers in this respect Though Will has not had the advantage of 
an education at Oxford or Cambridge, or even at Edinburgh or 
Aberdeen, and though he is but little versed in Hebrew, yet we 
have no doubt he wUl be found fuUy competent to the undertak- 
ing. He has improved his taste by a long residence abroad, par- 
ticularly at Canton, Calcutta, and the gay and polished court of 
HaytL He has also had an opportunity of seeing the best singing- 
girls and tragedians of China, is a great connoisseur in mandarine 
dresses, and porcelain, and particularly values himself on ^is inti- 
mate knowledge of tbe buffalo, and war dances of the northern 
Indians. He is likewise promised the assistance of a gentleman, 
lately tmrn. London, who was bom and bred in that centre of sd- 
ence and hongovi, the vicinity of Fleet-market, where he has been 
edified, man and boy, these six-and-twenty years, with the har- 
monious jingle of Bow-bells. His taste, therefore, has attained 
to such an exquisite pitch of refinement that there are few exhi- 
bitions of any kind which do not put him in a fever. He has 
assured Will, that if Mr. Cooper emphasises **and" instead of 
** &M^" or Mrs. Oldmixon pins her kerchief a hair's breadth awry— 
or Mrs. Darley offers to dare to look less than the " daughter of a 
senator of Venioe"— -the standard of a senator's daughter being 
exactly six feet— they iidiall aU hear of it in good time. We have^ 
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how^y&tf advised Will Wizard to keep bis Mend inchedc, lest by 
Gpening the eyes of the public to the wretchedness of the actors, 
by wb(Ma th^ haye hitherto been entertaii^ he might cut off 
one flouroe of aDUisement from our feUow-dti^^ns. We hereby 
give' notice, that we have tskea the whole corps, from the 
manager in Ins mantle of gorgeous copper-lace to honest John in 
his green coat and black breeches, under our wing^-and woe bo 
unto him who injures a hair of their heads. As we haye no de- 
sign against the patience of our feUowK^itizens^ we shall not dose 
them with copious draughts of theatrical critidsm; we well know 
that they haye already been w^ physicked with them of late ; 
our theatrics shall take up but a smaU part of our paper; nor 
shall they be altogether confined to the ste^, but extend from 
time to time to those incorrigible offenders against the peace o€ 
society, tiie stage-critics, who not unfrequently create the fitult 
they find, in order to yield an opening for their witticisms— -cen- 
sure an actor for a gesture he neyer made, or an emphasis he 
jysver gaye ; and, in their attempt to show off new readings, make 
tiie sweet swan of Ayon cackle like a goose. If any one should 
fdek himself offended by our remarks, let him attack us in return — 
we shall not wince from the combat If his passes be successful, 
we will be the fiist to cry out, a hit I a hitl and we doubt not we 
shall frequency lay ourselyes open to the weapons of our assail- 
ants. But let them haye a care how they run a tilting with us ; 
they haye to deal with stubborn foes^ who can bear a world of 
pammeliing; we will be relentless in our y^geanoe^ and wiU 
fight ^< till fr^»n our bones the flesh be hack't'* 

What other subjects we i^all include in the range of oar 
6bseryati(»3S, we haye not determined, or rather we shall not 
trouble ourselyes to detail The public haye already more infonnar 
tlon concerning us, than we mtended to impart. We owe them, 
no fayors^ nei£er do we a^ any. We again adyise them, for 
their own sakes, to read our papers when they come out We 
recommend to all mothers to purchase them for their daughters, 
who win be taught the true line of |»x>priety, and the most 
adyisalde method of managing their beaux. We adyise all 
daughters to purdiase them for the sake of their mothers, who 
shall be initiated into the arcana of the bon-ton, and cured of all 
those rusty old notions which they acquired during the last cen- 
tury: parents shall be taught how to goyem their children, girls 
how to get husbands, and dd maids how to do without them. 

As we do not measure our wits by the yard or the bushel, and 
as they do not flow periodically nor constantly, we shall not 
xestrict our paper as to size or the time of its appearance. It will 
be published wheneyer we haye sufficient matter to constitute a 
number, and tt e size of the number shall depend on the stock in 
hand. This will best suit our negligent habits, and leaye as that 
lull hberty and independence which is the joy and pride of our 
souls. As we have hefbre hinted, that we do not concern 
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ourselyes about the pecaniarjr matters of our paper, we leave ha 
prioe to be regfolated by oar publishor : only recommendiiig him, 
for his own interest, and the honor of his authors, not to sell their 
Invaloable productions too cheap. 

Is there any one who wishes to know more about us? — ^let bim 
read SAL]ci.oinn>i, and grow wise apace. Thus much we will 
say — ^there are three of us, "Bardolph, Peto, and T," all townsmen 
good and true ; — ^many a time and oft have we three amused the 
town without its knowing to whom it was indebted ; and many a 
time have we seen the midnight lamp twinkle fiuntly on our stu- 
dious phizes, and heard the morning salutation of ^* past three 
o'docl^'' before we sought our pillows. The result of these mid- 
night studies is now offered to the public; and little as we care 
for the opinion of this exceedingly stupid world, we shall take 
care, as &r as lies in our careless natures, to fulfil the promises 
made in this introduction; — ^if we do not, we shall haye so many 
examples to justify us^ that we feel little solicitude on that 
account 



THEATRICS— CONTAININa THE QUINTKSSBNOB OF 
MODEBN OEITICISM. 

BT WnJJAK WIZABD, ESQ. 

Kaobsth was performed to a very crowded house, and much 
to our satisfaction. As, however, our neighbor Towir has been 
yery yoluminous already in his criticisms on this play, we shall 
make but few remarks. Haying never seen Eehblb in this char 
racter, we are absolutely at a loss to say whether Mr. Goopeb 
performed it well or not We think, however, there was an error 
in his cosimnej as the learned Linkum I^delius is of opinion, that 
in the time of Macbeth the Scots did not wear sandals but wooden 
shoes. Macbeth also was noted for wearing his jacket open, that 
he might play the Scotch fiddle more conveniently; — ^that being 
an hereditary accomplishment in the Glamis family. 

We have seen this character performed in China, by the cele- 
brated Ohovo-Ghow, the Boscius of that great empire, who in the 
dagger scene always electrified the audience by blowing his nose 
like a trumpet Chow-Chow, in compliance with the opinion of 
the sage Linkum Fidelius, performed Macbeth in wooden shoes; 
this gaye him an opportunity of producing great effect, for on first 
seeing the ^^ air-drawn dagger," he always cut a prodigious high 
caper, and kicked his shoes into the pit at the heads of the critics; 
whereupon the audience were marvellously delighted, flourished 
their hsmds, and stroked their whiskers three times, and the mat» 
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ter was c&refully recorded in the next number of a papor called 
the flimflam. (English — ^town.) 

We were much pleased with krs. Villibrs in Lady Macbeth; 
but we think she would have given a greater effect to the night 
scene, i^ instead of holding the candle in her hand, or setting it 
down on the table^ which is sagadouslj censured by neighbor 
Town, she had stuck it in her night-cap. This would have been 
extremely picturesque, and would have marked more strongly 
the derangement of her mind. 

Mrs. Villiers, however, is not by any means large enough for 
the character: Lady Macbeth having been, in our opinion, a wo- 
man of extraordinary size, and of the race of the giants, notwith- 
standing what she says of her "little hand — " which being said 
in her sleep passes for nothing. We should be happy to see this 
character in the hands of the lady who played Glurndaka, queen 
of the giants, in Tom Thumb ; she is exactly of imperial dimen- 
sions;, and, provided she is well shaved, of a most interesting 
physiognomy : as she appears likewise to be a lady of some nerve, 
I dare engage she will read a letter about witches vanishing in 
air, and such common occurremxa^ without being unnaturally sur- 
prised, to the annoyance of honest " Town." 

We are happy to observe that Mr. Cooper profits by the instruo- 
tions of friend Town, and does not dip the daggers in blood so 
deep as formerly by a matter of an inch or two. This was a vio- 
lent outrage upon our immortal bard. We differ with Mr. Town 
in his reading of the words " this is a sorry sighV^ We are of 
opinion the force of the sentence should be thrown on the word 
sighi^ because Macbeth having been, shortly before, most con- 
foundedly humbugged with an aerial dagger, was in doubt whe- 
ther the daggers actually in his hands were real, or whether they 
were not mere shadows, or as the old English may have termed 
it, ayghtes; (this, at any rate, wiU establish our skill in new read- 
ings.) Though we differ in this respect from our neighbor Town, 
yet we heartfly agree with him in censuring Mr. Cooper for omit- 
ting that passage so remarkable for "beauty of imagery," &c., 
beginning with " and pity like a naked new-bom babe," &c. It 
is one of those passages of Shakspeare which should always be 
retained, for the purpose of showing how sometimes that great 
poet could talk like li buzzard; or, to speak more plainly, like the 
fiaimous mad poet Nat Lee. 

As it is the first duty of a fiiend to advise — ^and as we profess 
and do actually feel a Mendship for honest " Town," we warn hhn, 
never in his criticisms, to meddle with a lady's " petticoats," or to 
quote Nic Bottom. In the first instance he may "catch a tartar;" 
and in the second, the ass's head may rise up in judgment against 
him; and when it is once afloat there is no knowing where some 
unlucky hand may place it. We would not, for all the money in 
our pockets, see Town flourishing his critical quill under the aus- 
pices of an ass's head, like the great Franklin in his Monterio Cap. 
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NEW YORK ASSBIMBLT. 

BT ANTHONT BYXBaBEEN, aXNT. 

Thb aasembGes this year htire gained ft great acoeBsicm ot 
T-ieanty. Seyeral brilliant stars haye arisen m»n the east and 
from &e north, to brighten the firmament of &shion ; among the 
number I hare discovered awsQwtr pkmet^ whidi rivals even Yenus 
in lustre, and I claim equal honor with Herschel for my discoyery. 
I shall take some future opportunity to describe this planet^ and 
the numerous satellites which revolve around it. 

At the last assembly the company began to make some show 
about eight, but the most fiuhiooable delayed their appearance 
until about nine — nine being the number of the muses^ and there- 
fore the best possible hour for beginning to exhibit the graces. 
(This is meant for a pretty play upon words, and I assure my 
readers that I think it very tolerable.) 

Poor Will Hokbtcohb, whose memory I hold in special con 
8iderati(»t, even with his half century of experience, would hawi 
been puzzled to point out the humors of a lady by her jH^vailint; 
colors; for the ''rival queens" of fashion, Mrs. Tools and Ma- 
dame BoucHABD, appeared to have exhausted their wonderftil 
inventions in the different disposition, variation, and combinatioii 
of tints and shades. The philosopher who maintained that black 
was white, and that, of course, there was no such color as white^ 
might have given scone color to his theory on this occasion, by 
the absence of poor forsaken white mu^in. I was, howey^, 
much pleased to see that red maintains its ground against all 
otiier colors, because red is the color of Mr. Jefferson's ♦♦»»♦♦ 
Tom Paine's nose, and my slippers. 

Let the grumb^g smellfungi of this world, who cultivate taste 
among bo(£s, cobwebs, and spiders, rail at the extravagance of 
the age; for my part, I was delighted with the magic of the 
scene, and as the ladies tripped through the mazes of the dance^ 
sparlding and glowing and dazzling, I, like the honest Chinese^ 
t^ianked them heartily for the jewels and finery with which they | 
loaded themselves, merely for the entertainment of by-standers, 
and blessed my stars that I was a bachelor. 

The gentlemen were considerably numerous, and being, as 
usual, equipt in their appropriate black uniforms, constituted a 
sable regiment, which contributed not a little to the brilliant 
gaiety of the ballroom. I must confess I am indebted for this re- 
mark to our friend the cockney, Mr. 'Sbtolikbitsflash, or ^Shid- 
hkens, as he is called for shortness. He is a fellow of infinite ver- 
bosity — stands m high i%tvor— with himself— and, like Caleb Quo- 
tern, is " up to eveiything." I remember when a comfortable^ 
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plump-looking dtizen led into the room a &ir Jamael, who looked 
K)r all the world like the personification of a rainbow ; 'Sbidlikens 
observed that it reminded him of a fable, which he had read 
somewhere, of the marriage of an honest painstaking snail ; who 
had once walked six feet in an hoar for a wager, to a butterfly 
whom he used to gaHant by the elbow, with the aid of much puf- 
fing and exertion. On bemg called upon to tell where he had 
come across the stoiy, 'Sbidlik^is abs^utely refused to tamwer. 

It would but be repeating an old stoiy to say, that the ladies 
of New York dance well ;— and well may they, since they learn 
it scientifically, and begin their lessons before they haye quit their 
Bwaddling dothes. The immortal Dupobt has usurped despotic 
sway over all the female heads and heels in this dty; — hom« 
books, primers, and pianos are neglected to attend to his posi- 
tions ; and -pooac Chilton, with his pots, and kettles, and chemical 
cnx^ry, finds Hm a more potent enemy than the whole coUectiTe 
Ibroe of the *' North Biver Society." 'Sbidlikens msists that this 
dancing mania will inevitably ccmtinue as long as a dancings 
master will charge the fashionaUe price of five-and-twenly d<dlffls 
a quarter, and all the other accomplishments are so vulgar as to 
be attainable at ^' half the money ;" — ^but I put no &ith in ^Sbidli- 
kens* candor in this particular. Among his bfinitude of endow- 
ments, he is but a poor proficient in dancing; and thoc^h he 
oftoi flound^B through a cotillion, yet he never cut a pigeon* 
wing in his life. 

In my mind there's no position more positive and unexeeptioii- 
able than that most Frenchmen, dead or alxre, are bom danoezs. 
I came pounce upon this discovery at the assembly, and I imme- 
diately noted it down in my register of indisputidt>le facts; — ^the 
pibltD shall know all about it As I never d^mce cotillions, hold- 
ing them to be uKHistrous distorters of the human fiiune, and tan- 
tamount in their operations to being broken and dislocated on the 
wheel, I generally take occasion, while they are going on, to make 
my remarks on the company. In the course of these observationa 
I was struck with the energy and eloquence of sundry limbs, 
which seemed to be flouriidiing about without appertaining to any 
body. After much investigation and difficulty I, at length, traced 
them to their respective owners, whom I found to be all fYench- 
men to a man. Art may have meddled somewhat in these affairs, 
but nature certainly did more. I have since been considerably 
employed in calculations on this subject; and by the most accu- 
rate computation I have determined, that a Frenchman passes at 
least three-fifths of his time between the heavens and the earth, 
and partakes eminently of the nature of a gossamer or soap-bubble. 
One of these jack-o'-lantern heroes, in taking a figure, which 
neither Euclid uat Pythagoras himselJf could demonstrate, unfortu- 
nately wound himself— I mean his feet — his better part — ^into a 
lady's cobweb muslin robe; but perceiving it at tiie instant, he 
set himself a spinning the other way, like a top, \mravelled his 
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step^ without omitting one angle or coire, and extricating himself 
without breaking a thread of the lady's dress ! he then sprung up^ 
like a sturgeon, crossed his feet four times, and finished this won- 
derM eyolution by quivering his left leg, as a cat does her paw 
when she has accidentally dipped it in water. No man, "of 
woman bom," who waa not a Frenchman, or a mountebank^ 
could have done the like. 

Among the new faces, I remarked a blooming nymph, who has 
brought a fresh supply of roses from the country to adorn the 
wreath of beauty, where lilies too much predominate. As I wish 
well to eveiy sweet face under heayen, I sincerely hope W roses 
may survive the frosts and dissipations of winter, and lose nothing 
by a comparison with the loveliest offerings of the spring. *Sbid- 
likens, to whom I made similar remarks, assured me that they 
w^e veiy just, and very prettily ezprest; and that the lady in 
question was a prodigious fine piece of flesh and blood. Now, 
could I find it in my heart to baste these cockneys like their own • 
roast beeP— they can make no distinction between a fine woman 
and a fine horse. 

I would praise the sylph-like grace with which another young 
lady acquitted herself in the danoe, but that she excels in m 
more valuable accomplishments. Who pruses the rose for its 
beauty, even though it is beautiM? 

The company retired at the customary hour to the supper-room, 
where the tables were laid out with their usual splendor and pro- 
fusion. My friend, 'Sbidlikens, with the native forethought of a 
cockney, had carefrUly stowed his pocket with cheese and crackers, 
that he might not be tempted again to venture his limbs in the 
crowd of hungry fisur ones who throng the supper-room door : lue 
precaution waa unnecessary, for the company entered the room 
with surprising order and decorum. No gowns wore torn — ^no 
ladies fiiinted — no noses bled — nor was there any need of the 
intorferenee of either managers or peace officers. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Ig BidMJL<gfUKDL 



NO. n.— WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1807. 

FROM THE ELBOW-CHAIR OP LAUNCELOT LANG- 
STAFF, ESQ. 

In the conduct of an epic poem, it has been the custom, from 
time immemorial, for the poet occasionally to introdnce his reader 
to an intimate acquaintance with the heroes of his story, by con- 
ducting him into their tents, and giving him an opportunity of 
observing them in thefr night-gown and slippers. However I 
despise tike servile genius that would descend to follow a pre- 
cedent, though furnished by Homer himself) and consider him as on 
a par with the cart that follows at the heels of the horse, without 
ever taking the lead, yet at the present moment my whim is 
opposed to my opinion ; and whenever this is the case, my opinion 
generally surrenders at discretion. I am determined, therefore, to 
give the town a peep mto our divan ; and I shall repeat it as often 
as I please, to show that I intend to be sociable. 

The other night Will "Wizard and Evergreen called upon me, to 
pass away a few hours in social chat, and hold a kind of council of 
war. To give a zest to our evening, I uncorked a bottle of Lon- 
don parti^ar, whidi has grown old with myself and which 
never fiedls to excite a smile in the countenances of my old cronies, 
to whom alone it is devoted. After some little time the conver- 
sation turned on the effect produced by our first number; every 
one had his budget of information, and I assure my readers that 
we laughed most unceremoniously at their expense; they will 
excuse us for our merriment — ^'tis a way we've got. Evergreea, 
who is equally a favorite and companion of young and old, waa 
particularly satifi^actory in his details ; and it was highly amusing^ 
to hear how different characters were tickled with different 
passages. The old folks were del^hted to find there was a 
bias in our junto towards the " good old times ; " and he particu- 
larly noticed a worthy old gentleman of his acquaintance, who 
had been somewhat a beau in his day, whose eyes brightened at 
the bare mention of Eisdng-bridge. It recalled to his recoHection 
several of his youthful exploits, at that celebrated pass, on which, 
he seemed to dwell with great pleasure and self-complacency :~^ 
he hoped, he said, that the .l^dge might be preserved for the 
benefit of posterity, and as a monument of the gallantry of their 
grandfathers ; and even hinted sX the expedienKT* of erecting a 
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toll-gate there, to c(^6ct the forfeits of the ladies. But Hie most 
ottering testimony of approbation, which our woric has receivedf 
was from an old lady, who neyer laughed but once in her life, and 
that was at the conclusicm of the last war. She was detected 
by friend Anthony in the yery fact of laughing most obstrepe- 
rously at the description of the httle dancmg Frenchman. Now it 
glads my very heart to find our effusions have such a pleasing 
effect I yenerato the aged, and joy whenever it is in my power 
to scatter a few flowers in their path. 

The young people were particularly interested in the account 
of the assembly. There was some difference of opinion respecting 
the new planet, and the blooming nym|^ finom the oountiy ; but 
as to the ccxnpliment paid to the fascinating little sylph who 
danced so gracefully— every lady modestly took that to herself 

Evergreen mentioned also that the young ladies were extremely 
anxious to leam the true mode of managing their beaux; and 
Miss Diana Wbarwsll^ who is as chaste as an icicle, has seen a 
few superfluous winters pass over her head, and boasts of having 
slain her thousands, wilted to know how old maids were to do 
without husbands; not Uiat she was very curious about the mat- 
ter, she " only asked fer information." Several ladies expressed 
their earnest desire that we would not spare those wooden gen- 
tlemen who perform the parts of mutes, or stalking horses, in their 
drawing-rooms; and their mothers were equally anxious that we 
would show no quarter to those lads of spirit, who now and then 
cut their bottles to enlivmi a tea-party with the humors of the 
dinner-table. 

Will Wizard was not a little chagrined at having been mistaken 
for a gentleman, " who is no more like me," said WUi, ^' than I 
like Herculea" " I was well assured," continued Will, " that as 
our characters were drawn from nature, the originals would be 
found in every society. And so it has happened— every little cir- 
cle has its 'Sbidhkens ; and the cockney, intended merely as the 
representative of his species^ has dwindled into an insignificant 
individual, who having recognised his own likeness, has foolishly 
appropriated to himself a picture for which he never sat Such, 
too, has been the case witii Ding-dokg, who has kindly under* 
taken to be my representative; not that I care much about the 
matter, for it must be acknowledged that the animal is a good- 
natured animal enough, — and what is more, a &ahionable animal 
>-4uid this is saying more than to call him a conjuror. But I am 
much mistaken if he can daim any aflbiity to the Wizard £simUy. 
Surely, every body knows Ding-dong, the gentle Ding^iong, who 
pervades alT space, who is here and there and every where; 
no tea-party can be complete without Ding-dong, and his appear- 
ance is sure to occasion a snule. Dmg-dong has been the occa- 
sion of much wit in his day ; I have even seen many puny whip- 
sters attempt to be dull at bis expense, who were as much inferior 
to him as the g^-fly is to the ox that he buzzes about Doesany 
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wii&ig want to dirtrefls the oompaay with a miser&ble pfua? — 
nobody's name presets sooner than Bing-dcmg's ; '^saad it has 
been played upon with eqiul skill and equal entertauiment to the 
by-stiuiders as Trinity-bells. Ding-dong is pro&undly deroted to 
the ladies, and highly entitled to their regard^ for I know no 
man who makes a better bow, or talks less to the purpose than 
Ding-dong. Ding-dong has acquired a profSigioas ted of know 
ledge by reading Dilworth when a boy; and the other day, on 
being asked who was the author of Hadoeth, answered, wi&out 
the least heatation — Shakspeare I Ding-dong has a quotati<»i for 
every day of the year, and eyery hour of the day^ and every mi- 
nute of the hour ; but he often commits petty larcenies on the 
poetfr-^ucks the gray hairs of old Chaucer's head, and daps 
them on the diin of Pope; and fildies Johnson's wig^ to cover 
the bald pate of Homer ; but his blunders pass undetected by one- 
half of his hearers. Ding-dong, it is true, though he has long 
wrangled at our bar, cannot boast mudi of his legal knowledge, 
nor £es his forensic eloquence entitle him to rank wi<^ a CicOTO 
«r a Demosthenes ; but bating his professional defidencies, be is 
a man of most delectable discourse, and can hold forth for an 
hour upon the color of a riband or the construction of a woik- 
bag. Ding-dong is now in his fortieth year, or perhaps a little 
more — rivals all the little beaux in the town, in his attention to the 
ladies, — ^is in a state of rapid improvement ; and there la no doubt 
but that by the tone he arrives at years of discretion, he will be 
a very accomplished agreeable young fellow." I advise all clever, 
good-for-nothing, "learned and authentic gentlemen," to take care 
how they wear this cap, however well it fits ; and to bear in 
mind, that our characters are not individuals, but species ; i^ after^ 
this warning, any person chooses to represent Mr. Ding-dong, the 
sm is at his own door ; we wash our hands of it 

We aU sympathized with Wizard, tiiat he should be mistaken 
for a person so v«ry different ; and I hereby assure my readers, 
that William Wizard is no other person in the whc^e world but 
William Wizard ; so I beg I may hear no more conjectures on the 
subject. Will is, in &ct, a wiseacre by inheritanoa The Wizard 
fomily has long been celebrated for knowing more than their 
neighbors^ particularly concerning their neighbors' affisurs. They 
were anciently called Jossklin; but Will's great-uncle, by the 
fether's side, having been accidentally burnt for a witch in Con- 
necticut, in consequence of blowing up his own house in a i^ilo- 
sophical experiment, the family, in order to perpetuate the recol- 
lection of this memorable circumstance, assumed the name and 
arms of Wizard ; and have borne them ever since. 

In the course of my customary morning's walk, I stopped in a 
book-store, which is noted for being the favorite haunt of a number 
of literati, some oT whom rank high in the opinion of the world, 
and others rank equally high in their own. Here I found a knot 
of queer fellows limning to <»ie of their company, who was read- 
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ing our paper ; I perticalarly noticed Mr. Ichaboo Fukohh among 
the number. 

Fungus ifl one of those fidgeting^ meddling quidnuncs, with 
which 1^ unhappy city ia pestered : one of your " Q in a comer 
fellows,'' who speaks volumes with a wink, — oon7e3r8 moot p<a^ 
tentons infonnation by laymg his finger be^e his nose,— and is 
always smelling a rat in the most trifling occurrence. He listened 
to our work with the most frigid gravity — every now and then 
gave a mysterious shrug — a humph— or a screw of the mouth; 
and on being asked his opinion at the conclusion, said, he did not 
know what to think of it; — ^he hoped it did not mean anything 
agunst the government — ^that no lurking treason was coudiied in 
aU this talk. These were dangerous times — ^times of plot and 
conspiracy ; he did not at all like those stars after Mr. JdOferson's 
name, they had an air of concealment. Dick Paddls^ who was 
one of the group, undertook our cause. Dick is known to the 
world, as being a most knowing genius, who can see as &r as 
anybody — ^into a millstone ; maintains, in the teeth of aU arga- 
ment, that a spade is a spade; and will labor a good half hour by 
St Paul's doc^ to establish a self-evident fact Dick assured old 
Fungus, that those stars mer^y stood for Mr. Jefiferson's red ti^iai' 
cPye^icdPems ; and that so far fhom a conspiracy against their peace 
and prosperity, the authors, whom he knew wwy well, were only 
expressing their hi^ respect for them. The old man shook ^is 
head, shrugged his shoulders, gave a mysterious Jxxtd. Burieigh 
nod, said he hoped it mi^t be so ; but he was by no means satis- 
fied with this attack upon Uie President's breeches, as ** thereby 
hangs a tale." 



MR WILSON'S CONCERT. 

BY AITTHOITT EVEROBSEIT, GENT. 

In my register of indisputable fkcts I have noted it conspicu- 
ously that all modem music is but the mere dregs and draining 
of the andent, and that all the spirit and vigor of harmony has 
entirely evaporated in the lapse of ages. Ohf for the chant of the 
Naiades, and Dryades, the shell of the Tritons, and the sweet 
warblings of the Mermaids of ancient days I where now shall we 
seek the Amphion, who built walls with a turn of his hurdy- 
gurdy, the Orpheus who made stones to whistle about his ears, 
and trees hop in a country dance, by the mere quavering of his 
flddle^stick ! ah 1 had I the power of the former, how soon would 
I build up the new City Hall, and save the cash and credit of the 
Corporation ; and how much sooner would I build myself a snug 
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house in Broadway: — ^nor would it be the firat time a house has 
been obtained there for a song. In my opinion, the Scotch bag- 
pipe is the only instrument that rivals the ancient lyre ; and I am 
surprised it should be almost the only one entirely excluded from 
our concerts. 

Talking of concerts reminds me of tiiat given a few nights smoe 
by Mr. Wilson, at which I had the misfortune of being present 
It was attended by a numerous company, and gave great satis- 
fiustion, if I may be allowed to judge from the frequent gapings of 
the audience ; though I will not risk my credit as a connoisseur, 
by saying whether they proceeded from wonder or a yiolent 
inclination to doze. I was delighted to find in the mazes of the 
crowd, my particular friend Snivbbs, who had put on his cog- 
noscenti phiz— he being, according to his own account, a profound 
adept in the scienoe of music. He can tell a crotchet at first 
sight ; and, like a true Englishman, is delighted with the plum- 
pudding rotundity of a semibref ; and, in i£ort, boasts of having 
incontinently dimbed up PafiTs musical tree, which hangs every 
day upon the poplar, from the ftmdamental concord, to the ftmda- 
mentid major discord ; and so on from branch to branch, until he 
reached the very top, whero he sung " Bule Britannia^" clapped 
his^ wings, and then— came down again. Like all true trans- 
atlantic judges, he suffers most horribly at our musical entertain- 
ments, and assures me, that what with the confounded scraping, 
and scratching, and grating of our fiddlers, he thinks the sitting 
out one of our concerts tantamotmt to the punishment of that 
unfortunate samt, who was flittered in two with a hand-saw. 

The concert was given in the tea-room, at the City Hotel; an 
apartment admfrably calculated, by its dmgy walls, beautifiilly 
marbled with smoke, to show off the dresses and complexions of 
the ladies ; and by the flatness of its ceiling to repress those im- 
pertinent reverberations of the music, which, whatever others may 
foolishly assert, are, as Snivers says, "no better than repetitions 
of old stories." 

Mr. Wilson gave me infinite satisfaction by the gentility of his 
demeanor, and the roguish looks he now and then cast at the 
ladies, but we fear his excessive modesty threw him into some 
little confusion, for he absolutely forgot himself and in the whole 
course of his entrances and exits, never once made his bow to the 
audience. On the whole, however, I think he has a fine voice, 
sings with great taste, and is a very modest good-looking little 
man; but I beg leave to repeat the advice so often given ny the 
illustrious tenants of the theatrical sky-parior, to the gentlemen 
who are charged with the '* nice conduct" d chairs and tables— 
"make a bow, Johnny — ^Johnny, make a bowl" 

I cannot, on this occasion, but express my surprise that certain 
amateurs should be so fi^uently at concerts, considering what 
agonies they suffer while a piece of music is playing. I defy any 
man of common humanity, and who has not the heart of a Choo- 
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taw, to contemplate the oountenanoe dT one of these nnhn^py yie- 
tims of a fiddle-stick without feeling a sentiment of compassion. 
His whole yisage is distorted; he rolls ap his eyes, as M 'Syco- 
phant says, *' l&e a d\ick in thunder," and the music seems to 
operate upon him like a fit of the cholic : his yery bowels seem to 
sympathize at every twang of the catgut, as if he heard at that 
moment the wailings of the helpless animal that had been sacri- 
ficed to harmony. Nor does the hero of the orchestra seem lees 
affected : as soon as the signal is given, he seizes his fiddle-stick, 
makes a most horrible grimace, scowls fiercely upon his music- 
book, as though he would grin every crotchet and quaver out of 
countenance. I have sometimes particularly noticed a hungry 
looking Gaul, who torments a huge bass viol, and who is doubtless 
the original oifthe-fiunous "Baw-head-and-bloody-bcmee," so potent 
in frightening naughty children. 

The person who played the French-horn was very excellent in 
his way, but Snivers could not relish his performance, having 
some time since heard a gentleman amateur in Gotham play a sc^o 
on his proboscis^ in a style infinitely superior; — Snout, the bel- 
lows-mender, never turned his wind instrument more musically; 
nor did the oelelxated "knight of the biuming lamp," ever yield 
more exquisite entertainment with his nose ; this gentleman had 
latterly ceased to exhibit this prodigious accompHslLment, having, 
it was whispered, hired out his snout to a ferryman, who had lost 
his conchshell ; — ^the consequence was that he did not show his 
nose in company so frequently as before. 



SiTTiNa late the other evening in my elbow-chair, indulging in 
that kind of indolent meditation, which I consider the perfection 
of human bliss, I was roused fi*om my reverie by the entrance of 
an old servant in the Oooeloft livery, who handed me a letter, 
containing the following address fix>m my cousin and old college 
chum, PiNDAB OocKJJorr. 

Honest Andrew, as he delivered it, informed me that his 
master, who resides a little way from town, on reading a small 
pamphlet in a neat yellow cover, rubbed his hands with symptoms 
of great satisfaction, called for his favorite Chinese inkstand, with 
two sprawling Mandarines for its supporters, and wrote the letter 
which he had the honor to present me. 

As I foresee my cousin will one day become a great favorite 
with the public, and as I know him to be somewhat punctilious 
as it respects etiquette, I shall take this opportunity to gratify the 
old gentleman, by giving him a proper introduction to the 
fofihionable world. The Oodd(^ femily, to which I have the 
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oomibrt of being related, has been frnitfel in <M bachelors and 
hnmorists, as mil be perceired when I oome to treat more of its 
history. My cousin Pindar is one of its most oonspicaous mem- 
bers — ^he is now in his ftfty-«ghth year — is a bachelor, partly 
tlioi^ dioioe, and partly through chance, and an oddity of the 
first water. Half his l^e has been employed in writing odee, 
sonnets, epigrams, and elegies, which he seldom shows to any 
body but myself after they are written ; and all the old chests, 
drawers, and chair-bottoms in the house, teem with his pro- 
ductions. 

In his younger days he figured as a da^ng blade in the great 
world ; and no young fellow of the town wore a longer pig^tail, or 
carried more buckram in his skirts. From sixteen to thirty he 
was continually in love, and during that period, to use his own 
words, he be-scribbled more paper &an would serve the theatre 
for snow-storms a whole season. The evening of his thirtieth 
birth-day, as he sat by the fire-side, as much in love as ever was 
man in this world, and writing the name of his mistress in the 
ashes, with an old toi^ that had lost one of its legs, he was 
seized with a whim-wham that he was an old fool to be in love at 
his time of life. It was ever one of the Cockloft characteristics to 
strike to whim : and had Pindar stood out on this occasion he 
would have brought the reputation of his mother in question. 
From that time he gave up a^ particular attentions to the ladies ; 
and though he still loves their company, he has never been known 
to exceed the bounds of common courtesy in his intercourse with 
them. He was the life and ornament of our famQy circle m town, 
until the epoch of. the French revolution, which sent so many 
unfortunate dancing-masters fi*om their country to polish and 
enlighten our hemisphere. This was a sad time for Pindar, who 
had taken a genuine Cockloft prejudice against eveiy thing French, 
ever smce he was brought to death's door by a ragout: he 
groaned at Ca Ira^ and the Marseilles Hymn had much the same 
effect upon him, that sharpening a knife on a dry whetstone has 
upon some people; — ^it set his teeth chattering. He might in 
time have be^i reooncUed to these rubs, had not the introduction 
of French cockades on the hats of our citizens absolutely thrown 
him into a fever. The first time he saw an instance of this kind, 
he came home with great precipitation, packed up his trunk, his 
old-fashioned writiug-desk, and his Chmese ink-stand, and made a 
kind of growling retreat to CocklofirHall, where he has resided 
ever since. 

My cousin Pindar is of a mercurial disposition — ^a humorist 
without ill-nature — he is of the true gunpowder temper; one 
fiaah, and all is over. It is true when the wind is easterly, or the 
gout gives him a gentle twiuge, or he hears of any new successes 
of the French, he will become a little splenetic ; and heaven help 
the man, and more particularly the w<Mnan that crosses his humor 
at that moment — she is sure to rec^ve no quarter. These are 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BALlLiaUKm. 36 

the most MxbUme mofBentB of Pindar. I swwt to jou, dear 
ladies and gentlemen, I would not lose one of these splenetic 
bursts for the best wig in my wardrobe ; eyen though it were 
proved to be the identical wig worn by the sage linkmn lidelius^ 
when he demcnifitarated b^ore the whole univergity of Leyden, 
that it was possible to make bricks without straw. I have se^i 
the old gentleman blaze forth such a voloanie explosion of wit, 
ridicule, and satire, that I was almost tempted to believe him in- 
spired. But these sallies only lasted for a moment, and passed 
like summer clouds over the benevolent sunshine wfaidi ever 
warmed his heart and lighted up his coontenanoe. 

[Hme, thou^ it has dealt roughly with his person, has passed 
liffhtly over l£e graces of his mind, and left him in full possession 
of all the sensibilities of youth. His eye kindles at tti^ relation 
of a noble and generous action, his heart melts at the story of dis* 
tress, and he is still a warm admirer of liie fiur. Like aU old 
bachelors^ however, he looks back with a fond and lingering eye 
on the period of his boyhood ; and would sooner suffer the pangs 
of matrimony than acknowledge that the world, or any thing in 
it, is half so clever as it was in those good old times that are 
" gone by." 

I believe I have already mentioned, that with all his good qua- 
lities he is ahumoristy and a humorist of the highest onier. He 
has some of the most intolerable whim- whams I ever met with in 
my life, and his oddities are sufficient to eke out a himdred tole- 
rable originals. But I will not enlarge on themr-^nough has 
been told to excite a deore to know more ; and I am much mis- 
taken, if in the course of half a dozen of our numbers, he dont 
tickle, plague, please, and perplex the whole town, and com- 
pletely esteblitdi his churn to the laureatedup he has solicited, 
and with whick we hereby invest him, reoonmiending him and 
his effusions to publio leyerence and respect 



TO LAUBrcaBUiOT LANGOTAFP, ESQ. 

Pbab Launoe^ 

As I find you have taken the quSl, 
To put our gay town and its fair under drill, 
I offer my hopes for success to your cause, 
And send you unvamish'd my mite of appkrasa 
. Ah, Launce, this poor town has been woefijXiy fiMsh'd ; 
Has long been be-Frenchman'd, be-oockney'd, betrash'd , 
And our ladies be-devil'd bewilder'd astray, 
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r From the roles of their grandames have waDder'd ftwij. 
No longer that modest demeanor we meet. 
Which whilom the eyes of our fibthere did greet ; 
No l<»iger be-mobbled, be-ruffledf be-quiUed, 
Be-powder'd, be-hooded, be-patch'd and be-frill'd. 
No longer our &ir ones their grograms display, 
And stiff in brocade, strut "like castles" away. 

Oh, how fondly my soul forms dq>arted have traced, 
When our ladies in stays, and in bcddice well laced, 
When bishop'd, and ousldon^d, and hoop'd to the chin, 
Well callash'd without, and weU bolster'd within ; 
All cased in their buckrams, from crown down to tail, 
Like O'BraUaghan's mistress, were shaped Uke a paiL 

Well— peace to those fifishionft— the joy of our eyes-* 
Tempera mutantur, new follies wiU rise ; 
Yet, '* like joys that are past,** they still crowd on the minc^ 
In moments of thought, as the soul looks behind. 

Sweet days of our boyhood, gone by, my deai^Lannoe^ 
like the shadows of night, or the forms m a trance ; 
Yet oft we retrace those bnght visions again, 
Nos mutamur, 'tis true — ^but those visions remain. 
I recall with delight, how my bosom would creep. 
When some delicate foot from its chamber would peep ; , 
And when I a neat stooking'd ankle could spy, 
By the sages of old I was rapt to the sky 1 
All then was retiring, was modest, discreet ; 
The beauties, all shrouded, were left to ccmoeit ; 
To tho viskms which fimcy would form in her eye^ 
Of graces that snug in soft ambnsh would lie; 
And the heart, like the poets, in thought wouM punroe 
The elysium of bliss, which was veiled from its ^w. 

We are old-fashion'd fellows, our nieces will say: 
Old'&shioned, indeed, oos>— and swear it they may» 
For I freely confess that it yields me no pride. 
To see them all blaze what their mothers would hide: 
To see them, all shivering, some cold winter's day, 
So lavish their beauties and graces di^lay. 
And give to each fopling that offers his hand, 
lake Moses from Pisgah-— a peep at the land. 

But a truce with complaining— the object in view 
Is to offer my help m the work you pursue ; 
And as your effusions and labors sublime. 
May need, now and then, a few touches of ihyme^ 
I humbly solicit, as cousin and friend, 
A quiddity, quirk, or remonstrance to send: 
Or should you a laureate want in your plan, 
By the muff df my grandmother, I am your man I 
You must know I have got a poetical mill. 
Which with odd lines, and couplets, and triplets I fill; 
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And apoem 1 grind, as firam rags white and blue 
The paper-mill jields you a sheet fiur and new. 
I can grind down an ode, or an epic that's long^ 
Into sonnet, acrostic, conundrum, or song: 
As to dull hudibrastic, so boasted of late, 
The dog^prel discharge of some muddle-braln'd pate, 
I can grind it by wholesale — and giye it its point, 
With billingsgate dished up in rhymes out of jomt 

I have read all the poets— and got them by hearty 
Oan dit them, and twist them, and take them apart; 
Can cook up an ode out of patches and shreds, 
To muddle my readers, and bother their heads. 
Old Homer, imd YiigU, and Ovid I scan, 
Anacreon, and Sappho, who changed to a swan;«- 
Iambics and sapphics I grind at my will, 
And with ditties of love every noddle can filL 

Oh, 'twould do your heart good, Launce, to see my mill grind 
Old stuff into yerses, and poems refin'd: — 
Dan Spenser, Dan Chaucer, those poets of old, 
Though oovered with dust, are yet true sterling gdd; 
I can grind off their tarnish, and bring them to view, 
New modell'd, new mill'd, and improved in their hue. 

Bat I promise no more—only give me the place 
And ru warrant Pll fill it with credit and grace ; 
By the living I I'll figure and cut you a dash 
— ^As b(dd as Will Wizard, or 'Sbidliksns-flashI 

PIKSAS OOGKLOIT. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

Pjbrhaps the most fhiitfU source of mortification to a merry 
writer who, for the amusement of hioiself and the public, employs 
his leisure in sketching odd characters from imagination, is that 
he cannot flourish his pen, but every Jack-pudding imagines it is 
pointed directly at himself:—^ cannot, in his gambols, throw a fooFs 
cap among the crowd, but eveiy queer fellow insists upon putting 
it on his own head ; or chalk an outlandish figure, but eveiy out- 
landish genius is eager to write his own name under it However 
we may be mortified, that these men should each individually 
think Idmself of sufficient consequence to engage our attention, 
we should not care a rash about it, if they did not get into a pas- 
sion, and complain of having been ill used. 

It is not in our hearts to hurt the feelings of one single mortal, 
by holding him up to public ridicule ; and if it were, we lay it 
down as one of our incUsputable &cts, that no man can be made 
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ridioulouB but bj hia own folly. As however we are aware that 
when a man by chance gets a thwadc in the crowds he is apt to 
suppose the blow was intended exdusively for hinseU^ and so faU 
into unreasonable anger^ we have determined to let these crusty- 
gentry know what kind of satisfadicm they are to expect from us. 
we are resolved not to fight, for three speciid reasons; trst, 
because fighting is at all events extremely troublesome and incon- 
venient, particularly at l^is season oi the year; second, because 
if either of us should happen to be killed, it would be a great loss 
to the public, and rob them of many a good laugh we have in 
store for their amus^nent ; and third, because if we tikOvXd chance 
to kill our adversary, as is most likely, for we can every one of us 
split balls upon razors and snuff candles, it would be a loss to our 
publisher, by depriving him of a good customer. If any gentle- 
man casuist will give three as good reasons for fighting, we pro- 
mise him a complete set of Salmagundi for nothing. 

But though we do not fight in our own proper perswis, let it 
not be supposed that we will not give ample satis&ction to all 
those who may choose to demand it — ^for this would be a mistake 
of the first magnitude, and lead very valiant gentlemen perhaps 
into what is called a quandary. It would be a thousand and one 
pities, that any honest man, after taking to himself the cap and 
bells which we merely offered to his acceptance, should not have 
the privilege of being cudgelled into the bargain. We pride our- 
selves upon giving satisfiwition in every department of our paper; 
and to fill that of fighting, have engaged two of those strapping 
heroes of the theatre, who figure in the retinues of our gingerbread 
kings and queens ; now hurry an old stuff petticoat on their backs, 
and strut senators of Eome, or aldermen of London ; — and now 
be- whisker their muffin faces with burnt cork, and swagger r^ht 
valiant warriors, armed cap-a-pie, in buckram. Should therefore 
any great little man about town take offence at our good-natured 
villany, though we intend to offend nobody under heaven, he 
will please to apply at any hour after twelve o'clock, as our cham- 
pions will then be off duty at the theatre, and ready for any thing. 
They have promised to fight " with or without balls" — ^to give two 
tweaks of the nose for one— to submit to be kicked, and to cudgel 
their applicant most heartily in return ; this being what we under- 
stand by " the satisfaction of a gentleman." 
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No. m.— EEtroAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1807. 

FROM MY BLBOW-OHAIR. 

As I delist in eyerything novel and eccentric, and would at 
any time give an old coat for a new idea, I am particularly atten- 
tive to the maimers and conversation of strangers, and scarcely 
ever a traveller liters tlds city, whose appecurance promises any- 
thing original, but by some means or another I fonn an acquaint- 
ance with him. I must confess I often suffer manifold afflictions 
from the intimaeies thus contacted: my curiosity is frequently 
punished by the stupid details of a bloddiead, or the shallow ver- 
bosity of a coxcomb. Now I would prefer at any time to travel 
with an ox-team through a OaroUna sand-flat, rather than plod 
through a heavy unmeaning conversation with the former ; and 
as to the latter, I would sooner hold sweet converse with the 
wheel of a knif^;rind6r than endure his monotonous chattering. 
In &ct, the strangers who flock to this most pleasant of aU eartiily 
cities, are generally mere Inrds of passage whose plumage is often 
gay enough, I own, but their notes, "hefiven save the mark," are 
as unmusteal as those of that classic night bird which the ancients 
humorously selected as the emblwn of wisdom. Those from the 
south, it is true, entertain me with their horses, equipages, and 
puns; and it is excessively {feasant to hear a couple of these 
four-m-hand gentlemen detail their exploits over a bottle. Those 
from the east, have often induced me to doubt the existence of 
the wise men of yore, who are said to have flourished in that 
quarter; and as for those from parts beyond seas — oh I my mas- 
ters, ye shaU hear more frcun me anon. Heaven help this un- 
happy town ! — hath it not goslings enow <^ its own hatching and 
rearing, that it must be overwhelmed by such an inundation of 
ganders from other dimes? I would not have any of my cour- 
teous and gentle readers suppose that I am running a muck^ full 
tut, cut and slash, upon all foreigners indiscriminately. I have 
no national antipathies, though related to the Cockloft fiunily. As 
to honest John Bull, I shake him heartily by the hand, assuring 
him that I love his jolly countenance, and, moreover, am lineally 
descended from him; in proof of which I allege my invincible 
predilection for roast beef and puddmg. I therefore look upon 
all his children as my kinsmen ; and I beg, when I tickle a cock- 
ney, I may not be understood as trimming an Englishmatn ; tiiey 
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being T6r7 distinct unimalw, as I shall clearly demonstrate in a fii- 
tare number. If any one wishes to know my opinion of the Irish 
and Scotch, he may find it in the characters of those two nations, 
drawn by the first advocate of the age. But the Frendi, I miist 
confess, are my favorites ; and I have taken more pains to mrgae 
my cousin Pindar out of his antipathy to them, than I ever did 
about any other thing. When, therefore, I choose to hunt a 
Monsieur for my own particular amusement, I beg it ms^ not be 
asserted that I intend him as a representative of his countrymen 
at large. Far fi*om this — ^I love die nation, as being a nation, of 
right merry fellows, possessing the true secret of being happy ; 
whidi is nothing more thsm thinking of nothing, talkkig a1x>ut 
anytiiing, and laughing at everythiog. I mean only to tune up 
those little thingimys, who represent nobody but thems^ves; 
who have no national trait about them but their language, and 
who hop about our town in swarms, like little toads after a 
shower. 

Among the few strangers whose aoc^uaintance has entertained 
me, I particularly rank the magnanimous Mubtapha Rxjb-a-dub 
Keli Khak, a most illustrious captain of a ket<^ who figured, 
some time since. In our fashionable drdeS) at the head of a ragged 
regiment of Tripolitan prisoners. His conversation was to me a 
perpetual feast ; — ^I chuckled with inward pleasure at his whimsi- 
cal mistakes and unaffected observations on men and manners; 
and I rolled each odd conceit " Uke a sweet morsel under my 
tongue." 

Whether Mustapha was captbrated by my iron-bound physiog- 
nomy, or flattered by the attentions whioh I paid him, I won't de- 
termine; but I so &r gained his confidence, that, at his depar- 
ture, he presented me with a bundle of papers, containing, among 
other articles, several copies of letters, which he had written to 
his firiends at IMpolL The following is a translation of one of 
them. The original is ia. Arabic-Greek; but by the assistance of 
Will Wizard, who understands all languages, not excepting that 
manufactured by Fsalmanazar, I have been enabled to aooomplisb 
a tolerable translation. We should have found little difBculty in 
rendering it into English, had it not he&a for Mustapha's con* 
founded pot-hooks and trammels. 



LETTER FROM MUSTAPHA RUB-A-DUB KELI KHAN, 

CAPTAIN OF A KBTOH, TO AfiEK HAOOHEM, PBINOIPAL SLATS- 
DBZVKB TO HIS HiaHKXSS THB BASHAW OF TBIFOIX 

Thou wilt learn from this letter, most illustrious disciple of 
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Mahomet, that I hava for some time reeided in New York; the 
most polished, yast, and magnificent city of the United States of 
America. But what to me are its delights I I wander a eaptive 
through its splendid streets, I turn a heavy eye on every rising 
day that beholds me banished from my country. The CQiristiaa 
husbands here lament most bitterly any short absence from home, 
though they leave but one wife behind to lament their departure; 
— ^what then must be the feelings of thy unhappy kinsman, while 
thus lingering at an immeasurable distance from three-and-twenty 
of the most lovely and obedient wives in all Tripoli I Oh, AUah I 
shall thy servant ^never again return to his native land, nor behold 
his beloved wives, who beam on his memory beautiful as the rosy 
mom of the east, and graceful oa Mahomet's camel 1 

Yet beautiful, oh, most puissant slave-driver, as are my wives, 
they are far exceeded by the women of this country. Even those 
who run about the streets with bare arms and necks (et cetera) 
whose habiliments are too scanty to protect them either from the 
inclemency of the seasons, or the scrutinizing glances of the 
curious^ and who it would seem belong to nobody, are lovely as 
the houris that people the elysium of true believers. If then, such 
as run wild in the highways, and whom no one cares to appro- 
priate, are thus beauteous, what must be the charms (^ those who 
are shut up in the seraglios^ and never permitted to go abroad! 
surely the region of beauty, the valley of the graces, can contain 
nothing so inimitably &irt 

But^ notwithstanding the charms of these infidel women, they are 
apt to have one &ult, which is extremely troublesome and incon- 
venient Wouldst thou believe it, Asm, I have been positively 
aaiured by a famous dervise, or doctor, as he is here called, that at 
least one-fifth part of them — ^have souls I incredible as it may 
seem to thee, I am the more inclined to believe them in possession 
of this monstrous superfluity, from my own little experience, and 
from the information which I have derived from others. In walking 
the streets I have actually seen an exceedingly good looking wo- 
man, with soul enough to box her husband's ears to his heart's con- 
tent, and my very whiskers trembled with indignation at the abject 
state of these wretghed infidels. I am told, m<»^ovOT, that some 
of the women have soul enough to usurp the breeches of the men, 
but these I suppose are married and kept dose; fc^ I have not, 
in my rambles, met with any so extravagantly accoutred : others, 
I am informed, have soul enough to swear 1 — ^yeal by the beard 
of the great Omar, who prayed three times to each ci the one 
hundred and twenty-four thousand prophets of our most holy fiuth, 
and who never swore but once in his Ufe— they actually swear 1 

Get thee to the mosque, good Asem! return thanks to ourmost 
holy prophet, that he has .been thus mindfial of the oomfort of aH 
true Mussulmen, and has given them wives with no more souls 
than cats and dogs, and other necessary animate of the house- 
hold. 
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Thoa wilt doubfless be ansdous to learn oor rec^tion in this 
oountoy, and how we were treated by a people whom we hare 
be«i accustomed to consider bs nnenlightened barbarians. 

On landing we were waited upon to our lodgings, I suppose 
according to the directions of the mumcipatity, by a yast and 
respectable escort of boys and negroes ; who shouted and threw 
up tiieir hatS) doubtless to do hontnr to the magnanimons Musta- 
ph% captain of a ketch ; they were somewhat ragged and dirty in 
their equqHuents, but this we attributed to their republican sim- 
plicity. One of them, in l^e zeal of admiration, threw an old shoe, 
which gave thy friend rather an ungentle salutation on one side 
of the head, wbeiesA I was not a little offended, until the into]> 
preter informed us that this was the cnstomaiy manner in which 
great men were honored in tins country; uid that the more dis- 
tinguished they were, tiie more they were subjected to Hbe attacks 
and peltings of the mob. Upon, this I bowed my head three 
iimeBj with my hands to my turban, and made a speech in Arabic- 
Greek, which gave great satis£siction, and occasi<Hied a shower of 
old ^oes^ faati^ and so forth, that was exceedingly refreshing to 
usalL 

Thou wilt not as yet expect that I ebould give thee an account 
of the laws and politics of this country. I will reserve them for 
some future letter, when I ahaU be more experienced in their 
comidicated and seemingly ccmtradictory nature. 

This empire is governed by a grand a^ most puissant bashaw, 
whom they dignify with the title of president. He is diosen by 
persons, who are chosen by an assembly, elected by the people — 
hence the mob is called the sovereign people— and the oonntry, 
free ; the body politic doubtless resembliiig a vessel, which is best 
governed by its talL The present bashaw is a very plain old gentle- 
man — something they say of a humorist, as he amuses himself Tvith 
impaling butterflies and jHckling tadpoles; he is rather dedining 
in popularity, having given great offence by wearing red breeches, 
and tymg his horse to a poet The people of the United States 
have assured me that they themselves are the most enMghtened 
nation under the son; but thou knowest that the barbarians of 
the desert, who assemble at the summer scdstice, to shoot ^eii 
arrows at that glorious luminary, in order to extinguish his burn- 
ing rays, make precisely the same boast; — ^which of them hsuve 
the superior daun, I shall not attempt to decide. 

I have observed, with some degree of surprise, that the men of 
this countiy do not seem in haste to accommodate themselves even 
with the single wife which alone the laws penxut th^n to marry ; 
this backwanlness is i^obably owing to the misfortuiie of tfaeir 
absolutely having no female mutes among them. Thou knowest 
how invakiable are these silent companions ;'*what a price is 
given for them in the eost^ and what entortaimng wives tbey 
make. What deli^tful entertainmeixt arises from b^olding the 
silent eloquence of their signs and gestures ; but a wife posseaoed 
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both of a tongue and a soul — ^monstroos I monstrousl is it asto- 
nishing that tiiefle unhi^py infidels should shrink fiom a unioa 
with a woman so prqK)sterously endowed I 

Thou haet doubtless read in the works of Abul Fax^j, the Ara- 
bian histodan, the tradition which mentions that the muses were 
once upon the point of iaJling together bj the ears about the 
admission of a tenth among their number, until ^e assured them, 
by signs, that she was dumb ; whereupon they received her with 
great rejoicing. I should^ perha|Kv infonn thee that there are but 
nine Christian museei^ who were Ibrmerly pagans, but have since 
been oonverted, and that in this country we never hear of a tenth, 
unless some crazy poet wij&es to pay a hyperbolical compliment 
to his nustreas; on which occasion it goes hard but she figures as 
a tenth muse, or Iburth grace, even though she should be more 
illiterate than a Hottentot^ and more ungraceful than a dancing- 
bear 1 Since my arrival in this country, I have met with not less 
than a hundred of these supernumerary muses and graces — end 
may Allah preserve me from ever meeting with any more 1 

When I have studied this people more profoundly, I will write 
thee again ; in the mean time watch over my household, and do 
not beat my beloved wives unless you catch them with their noses 
out at the window. Though far distant, and a slave, let me live 
in thy heart as thou livest in mine: — ^think not, oh, friend of my 
soul, that the splendors of this luxurious capital, its gorgeous 
palaces, its stupendous mosques, and the beautiful females who 
run wild in herds about its streets, can obliterate thee from my 
remembraooeL Thy name shall stitt be mentioned in the five-and- 
twenty prayers which I o£Eer up daily; and may our ^^reat pro- 
phet, after bestowing on tkee all the blessings of this life, at 
length, in good old age, lead thee gently by tibbs hand, to enjoy 
the dignity of baabaw of three tails in the blissful bowers of Eden. 



FASHTONa 

BT ANTHONY EVERaSEBN, GBNT. 

ThcfMowinif miieleis fiarmehed me liy a ymng ladff af mquea^ 
Uonabie tarte, md voko is (he arade of fathion cmd fripperp. 
Being deepi^ inUUUed mio all the iHyakriea af (ke ioHel, she hm 
promised me^ from time to UmA, a eimihtr dektSL 

Mbs. Toolb haafor some time reigned unrivalled in the fashioi> 
able world, and had the supreme direction of oaps» bonnets, fea- 
there, flowers, and tinsel. She has dressed and undressed our ladies 
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Just as she jdeased; now loading them with yelvet and wadding; 
now torning thmn adrift upon the world to run shhrering throogb 
the streets with scaroely a oorering to their— —backs ; and now 
obliging them to drag a long train at their heels, like the tafl of a 
paper kit& Her despotic sway, however, threatens to be limited 
A dangerous rival has sprung up in the person of Kadame 
Bouchard, an intrepid littie woman, fresh from the head-quar- 
ters of fifishion and folly, and who has burst like a second Bona- 
parte upon the fieishionable worid. Mrs. Toole, notwithstanding, 
seems determined to dispute her ground bravely for the honor of 
old England. The ladies have begun to arrange themselves 
under the banner of one or other of these heroines of the needle, 
and every thing portends op^ war. Madame Bouchard marches 
l^aDatttly to the field, flourishing a flaming red robe for a stand- 
ard, "flouting the skies;'* and Mrs. Toole, no ways dismayed, 
sallies out under cover of a forest of artificial flowers, like Mai- 
coWs host Both parties possess great merit, and both deserve 
the victory. Mrs. Toole charges the highest, but Madame Bou- 
diard makes the lowest courtesy. Madame Bouchard is a little 
short lady — ^nor is there any hope of her growing laiger ; 
but then she is perfectly genteel, and so is Mrs. Toole. Mrs. 
Toole lives in Broadway, and Madame Bouchard in Courtlandt 
street; but Madame atones for the mferiority of her stand by 
making two courtesies to Mrs. Toole's one, and talking French 
like an angel Mrs. Toole is the best looking, but Madaoke Bou- 
diard wears a most bewitching little scrubby wig. Mrs. Toole is 
the tallest, but Madame Bouchard has the longest nose. Mrs. 
Toole is fond of roast bee^ but Madame Boudiard is loyal in her 
adherence to onions ; in short, so equally are the merits of the 
two ladies balanced, that there is no judging which will *'kick 
the beam.'* It however seems to be the prevailing opinic«i that 
Madame Boudiard will carry the day, beoKise she wears a wig, 
has a long nose, talks Frendi, loves onk)ns, and does not ^arge 
above ten times as much for a thing as it is worth. 



Undor (he direction of (hose high pnesteaaes of iht beau-monde, the 
foBawing ia (he fashionake morning diiaafifr waSamg. 

Ir the weather be very cold, a thm muslm gown or fitx^k is 
'most advisable, because it agrees with the season, being per- 
fectly oooL The neck, arms, and particularly the elbows bare, in 
order that they may be agreeably painted and mottled by Mr. 
JOHBT Fbost, noee-punter-general, of the color of Castile acmp. 
Shoes of kid, the thinnest that can possibly be procured — as tbej 
tend to promote colds, and make a lady look interesting^ — (i.^ 
grigs^y Picnic silk stoddngs, with lace dodcs, flesh-colorea are 
most Ashfcmable, as they have the appearance of bare leg»^--7ii» 
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dUy being all the rage. The stockingB carelessly bespattered 
with mud^ to agree with the gown, which should be bordered 
about three inches deep with the most fiwhionable c(dored mud 
that can be found : the ladies permitted to hold up their tnins, 
after they hare swept two or three streets, in order to c^ow— 
the docks of their stoddngs. The shawl scarlet, crimson, flame, 
orange, salmon, or any other combustible or brimstone color, 
thrown over one shoulder, like an Indian blanket, with one end 
dragging on the ground. 

N, R If the ladies have not a red shawl at hand, a red pettl> 
coot turned topsy-turvy over the shoulders would do just as weU. 
This is called being dressed d la drabble. 

When the ladies do not go abroad of a morning, the usual 
dunmey-ccMrner dress is a dotted, qK>tted, striped, orcroes-baired 
gown ; a yellowish, whitish, smokish, dirty-oolored shftwl, and 
the hair curiously ornamented with little bits of newspapers, or 
pieces of a letter from a dear fiiend. This is called the *'Gin- 
derella-drees." 

The redpe f<v a full dress is as fbUows: take of spider^nel^ 
cn^ie, satin, gymp, cat-gut, gauze, whalebone, lace, bobbin, 
ribbons, and artificial flowers, as much as will rig out the ccmgre* 
gation of a village church; to these, add oa many span^es, 
beads, and gew-gavre as would be suffident to turn the heads <^ 
all the &shionable &ir ones of Nootka-sound. Let Mrs. Toole or 
Madame Bouchard patch all these articles together, one upon 
another, dash them plentifully over with stars, bugles, and tinsel, 
and they will altogether form a dress, which, hung upon a lady's 
back, cannot &il of supplying the place of beauty, youth, and 
grace, and of renunding the spectator of that celebrated region of 
finery, called Bag Fair. 



One of the greatest sources of amusement inddent to our 
humorous knight errantry, is to ramble about and hear the 
various conjectures of the town respecting our worships, whom 
every body pretends to know as well as Falstaff did Prince Hal, 
at Qad's^liill. We have sometimes seen a sapient, sleepy fellow, 
on being tickled with a straw, make a furious efibrt and fkncy he 
had Ikirly caught a gnat in his grasp ; so, that many-headed mon* 
ster, the public, who with all its heads, is, we fear, sadly off for 
brains, has, alter long-hovering, come souse down, like a king- 
fisher, on the authors of Salmagundi, and caught them as cer- 
tainly as the aforesaid honest fellow caught the gnat 

Would that we were rich enough to give every one of our nu- 
merous readers a cent, as a reward for their ingenuity I not that they 
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have naQf eo&jeotmd within a thoosand leagoM of the trath. but 
that wa ooneider it a great stretch of iogemiity even to have 
gUiGflaed wrong; and that we hold ourseWes much obliged to 
3iem fior haying taken the trouble to gueaa at all 

One of the most tiidding, dear, mui^eyous pieaaoras of this 
life ia to laugh in one's sleeTe~<-to sit anug in t£e oomer, nniio- 
ticed and u^oiown, and hear the wise men of GfOtham, who aoe 
profound ji^uiges of horse-flesh, propKninoe^ ftom the stgrle ctf our 
work, who are the authors. This listening inoog,, and reoavuig 
a heertj piaising over another man's back, ia a litualaon so celes- 
tially whunsieal, that we have done little else than ]au|^ in cnur 
sleeye ever since our first numb^ was published. 

The town has at length allayed the titillatioBS of eurioaity, by 
fixing on two young gentlemen of literary ta2enls-*4hat is to aay, 
they are equal to the composition of a newspaper squib, a hodgie- 
podge mtioism, or some such trifle, and may oooastonally raiae a 
smile by their elisions; but pardon us, sweet sirs^ if we mo- 
destly doubt your capability of supporting the burtiien of Salma- 
fondi, or of keeping up^ laugh for a whole f<»liiight, as we have 
done, and intend to do^ until the whole town beeves a oomnu:!- 
Bity of laughing philosophers like ours^yes. We have no intent 
tiou, howeve^, of und^raluing the abililaes of these two yovaag 
men, whom we y^rily beUeye, according to oommom acceptation, 
young men ofpromiee. 

Were we ill-natured, we might publish something that would 
get our representatiyes into di^&culties; but &r be it frtoi us to 
do anything to the iiijuiy of persons to whom we are under such 
cUigations. 

While they stand before us^ we, like littile Teno^, behind the 
seyenfold shield of Ajaz, can launch unseen our sportiye arrowsi 
which, we trust, will never inflict a wound, unless like his, they 
fly, "heaven-directed," to some conscious-struck bosom. 

Another marvellous great source of pleasure to us, is the abuse 
our work has received fiiom several wooden gentlemen, whose 
censures we covet more than ever we did anything ui our lives. 
The moment we declared open war agamst folly and stupidity, 
we expected to receive no quarter; and to provoke a confederacy 
of all the blockheads in town. For it is one of our indisputable 
facts, that so sure as you catch a gander by the toil, ike whole 
flock, geese, goslings, one and all, h&ve a foUow-foelW on the 
occasion, and begin to cackle and hiss like so many devils be- 
witched. As we have a profound respect for these ancient and 
respectable birds, on the score of their (mce saving the oapitol, we 
hereby declare that we mean no offence whatever by comparing 
them to the aforesaid confederacy. We have heard, in our walks, 
such criticisms on Salmagundi, as ahnost induced a belief that 
folly had here, as in the east, her moments of inspired idiotiam. 
Every silly royster baa, as if by an instinctive sense of anticipated 
danger, joined in the cry, and condemned us without mercy. All 
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18 thus as it shcmld be. It would ha?« mortfiled xm my fnwStity 
had we been disapp<»iited in this purtioular, as we should then 
have been apprehensiye that our shafts had Men to tiie ground, 
innocent of the " blood or brains" of a single nuaudralL Our 
efforts have been crowned with wonderAd sqoobsl All the queer 
fishf the grubs, the flats, the noddies, and the Uve oak and timber 
gentlemen, are pointing their empty guns at us; and we are 
threatened with a most puissaat confederacy of the ** pigmies and 
cranes," and other *' light militia," backed by the heavy-armed 
artillery of dulneas and stupidity. The veriest dreams of our 
most sanguine moments are thus realised. We have no (bar of 
the censures of the wise, the good, or the fiiir, for they will ever 
be sacred from our attacks. We reverence the wise, love the 
good, and adore the loir ; we declare ourselves champio&s ia their 
cause ; — ^in the cause of morahly ;— -and we throw our gauntlet to 
all the world besides. 

While we profess and feel the same hidiflbrenoe to piiblie ap* 
plause as at first, we most earnestly invite the attadcs and oeii« 
sures of all the woodeu warriora of this sensible city ; and espe* 
cjfdly of that distinguished and learned body, heretoibre oele- 
briftted under the appellation of ^ The North Ktver fiooiety." Hie 
thrice valiant and renowned Don Quixote never made sudi work 
amongst the wool-dad warriors of Tmpobaa, or the puppets of 
the itinerant showman, as we promise to make among these fine 
fellows; and we pledge ourselves to the public hi general, and 
the Albany skippers in particular, that the North Biver shall nol 
be set on fire this winter at least, lor we shall give the a«thorB of 
that nefiuious scheme, ample employnient for some time to coaao. 



PROCLAMATION, VBOU THE MUX OF PINDAE OOOK- 
liOFT, ESQ. 

To all the young belles who enliven our scene^ 
From ripe five-and-forty, to blooming fifteen ; 
Who racket at routs, and who rattle at plays. 
Who visit, and fidget, and dance out their days ; 
Who conquer all hearts with a shot fh>m the eye. 
Who fipeeze with a frown, and who thaw with a sigh >— 
To all those bright youths who embellish the age. 
Whether young boys, or old boys, or numskull or sage i 
Whether dull dogs, who cringe at their mistress* feet, 
Who sigh and who whine, and who try to look sweet ; 
Whether touoh doob, who squat down stock still m a row 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



38 SAUfAOUNDI. 

And ]fiaj wooden gentlemen stadcup for a ahovr; 
Or SAD DOGS, who glory in running tikeir rigs, 
Now dash in their Seighs, and now whirl in their gigs ; 
Who riot at Dyde's on imperial ohampaagn, 
And thai scour our city-^-the peace to maintain ; 

To whoe'er it concerns or may happen to mee^ 
B J these presents their worsfaips I lovingly greet 
Now KNOW TE, that ]; PiNDAB OooKLOFT, esquiro, 
Am httifeate, appointed at special desire ; 
A censor, self-dubb'd, to admonish the fkir, 
And tenderly take the town under my care. 

I'm a ci-devant bean, cousin Laonoelot has said — 
A remnant of habits long yanish'd and dead : 
But still, though my heart dwells with rapture sublime, 
On the feshions and customs which reign'd in my prime^ 
I yet can perceive — and still candidly praise, 
Some maxims and manners of these "latter days ;'* 
Still own that some wisdom and beauty appears, 
Thoo^^ almost entomb'd in the rubbi^ df years. 

No fierce nor tyrannical cynic am I, 
Who frown on each foible I chance to espy ; 
Who pounce on a novelty, just like a kite. 
And tear up a victim through malice or spite; 
Who expose to the aooSk of an ill-natured crew, 
A trembler lor starting a whim that is new. 
No, no-— I shall cautiously hold up my glass, 
To the sweet httle blossoms who heedlessly pass ; 
My remarks not too pointed to wound or offend^ 
Nor so vague as to miss their benevolent end : 
Each innocent Gabion shall have its full sway ; 
New modes shall arise to astonish Broadway : 
Bed hats and red shawls still illumine the town, 
And each belle, like a bon-flrey blaze up and down. 

Fair spirits, who brighten the gloom of our days, 
Who cheer this dull scene with your heavenly rays, 
No m<Htal can love you more firmly and true 
From the crown of the head, to' the sole of your shoe. 
I'm old fashion'd, 'tis true, — but still runs in my heart 
That affectionate stream, to which youth gave the start 
More calm in its current — ^yet potent in force ; 
Less ruffled by gales — ^but still stead&st in course. 
Though the lover, enraptur'd, no longer appears, — 
Tis the guide and the guardian enlighten'd by years. 
All ripen'd, and mellow'd, and soften'd by time, 
The asperities polish'd which chafed in my prime ; 
I am folly prepared for that delicate end, 
The fair one's instructor, companion and fiiend 
— And should I perceive you in fashion's gay danoe, 
^Uured by the mppeiy mongers of France, 
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Expose four weak frames to a chill wintiy sky 

To be nipp'd by its frosts, to be torn from the eye ; 

My soft admonitions shall fall on your ear — 

Shall whisper those parents to whom you are dear — 

Shall warn you of hazards you heedlessly run, 

And sing of those fair ones whom frost has und(»ie , 

Bright suns that would scarce on our horizon dawn, 

Ere shrouded from sight, they were early withdrawn; 

Gay sylf^ who have floated in circles below. 

As pure in their souls, and as transient as snow; 

Sweet roses, that bloom'd and decay'd to my eye, 

And of forms that have flitted and passed to the sky. 

But as to those brainless pert bloods of our town, 

Those sprigs of the ton who run decency down ; 

Who lounge and who lout, and who booby aboat^ 

No knowledge within, and no manners without ; 

Who stare at each beauty with insolent eyes ; 

Who rail at those morals their fiithers would prize ; 

Who are loud at the jday— «nd who impiously dare 

To come in their cups to the routs of the fkir ; 

I shall hold up my mirror, to let them survey 

The figures tiiey cut as they dash it away : 

Should my good-humored verse no amendment produoe^ 

lake scare(»t)ws, at least, they shall still be of use ; 

I shall stitch them, in effigy, up in my rhyme, 

And hold them aloft through the progress of time, 

As figures of fun to make the folks laugh, 

Like that b h of an angel erected by Pafi^ 

'' What shtopB," as be says, " all de people what come : 

"What smiles on dem aU, and what peats on de tram.'' 
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NO. IV.— TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 180». 
fbom: kt slbow-chaib. 

Pebhafs thero is no dam of DMn to whic^ the enriooB and 
literary are more indebted than tvaveUera;— Z mean trmrM-mon- 
gera, who write iriiole y(dames about themeelTeiy their hones 
and their servanta, i nte r apeB ged with anecdotes of inn-keqpers, — 
droll sayings of stage-diiverS) and interesting mem<»r8 o&— the 
Lord knows wlux They will give yon a ftiH aooonnt of a dty, 
its manners, customs, and manu&ctores; thoogh perhaps all their 
knowledge of it was obtained by a peep ftom tbdr inn-windowa^ 
and an interesting conTersation with the landlord or the waiter. 
America has had its shore of these buzzards ; and iik the name of 
my countrymen I return them profound thanks for the oomplimenta 
they have lavished upcm us, and the Tariety of particuhirs eon* 
oeming our own oountry, which we ahoold never have disooveiefi 
without their assistance. 

Influenced by such smtunents, I am delighted to find that the 
Cockloft faouay, among its other whimsioal and meDStrons pro- 
ductions, is.alKNit to be enriched with a genoJae travel-writer. 
This is no less a personage than Mr. Jebsmt Oogkloft, the only 
son and darling pride of my cousin, Mr. Ohbistopheb OoGEiorT. 
I should have said Jeremy Cockloft, Ihe younger^ as he so styles 
himself by way of distinguishing him from II Signobb Jebsmt 
CooKLOPnoo, a gouty old gentleman, who flourished about the 
time that Pliny £e elder was smoked to death with the fire and 
brimstone of Vesuvius ; and whose travels, if he ever wrote any, 
are now lost for ever to the world. Jeremy is at present in Ma 
one-and-twentieth year, and a young fellow of wonderfiQ quick 
parts, if you will trust to the word of his fiather who^ having be- 
gotten hhn, should be the best judge of the matter. He is the 
oracle of ^e femily, dictates to lus sisters on every occasion, 
though they are some dozen or more years older than himself; — 
and never did son give mother better advice than Jeremy. 

As old Coddoft was determined his son should be bolii a scho- 
lar and a gentleman, he took great pains with his education, which 
was completed at our university, where he became exceedingly 
expert in quizzing his teachers and playing billiards. No student 
made better squibs and crackers to blow up the chymical profes- 
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8or ; IM» one ohalked more hidicRyafl caricatures on the walls of 
the college; and none were more adroit in shaving pigs and 
climbing lightning rods. He moreoyer learned all the letters of 
the Greek alphabet ; could demonstrate that water neyer " of its 
own accord " rose above the level of its source, and that air was 
certainly the principle of life ; for ho had been entertained with 
the humane experiment of a cat, worried to death in an air-pump. 
He once shook down the ash-house, by an artificial earthquake ; 
OjQd nearly blew histtster Barbara, and her cat, out of the window 
with thundering powder. He likewise boasts exceedingly of 
being thoroughly acquainted with the composition of Lacedemo- 
nian black broth; and once made a pot of it, which had well 
nigh poisoned the whole &mily, and actually threw the cook-maid 
into convulsions. But above all, he values himself upon his 
logic, has the old college conundrum of the cat with three tails 
at his fingers' ends, and often hampers his father with his syllo- 
gisms, to the great delight of the old gentleman ; who considers 
tb» ma|or, minor, and conclusion, as a^nost equal in argument to 
tiie pulley, the wedge, and the lever, in mechanics. In fkct, my 
coui^n Cockloft was once nearly annihilated wilti astonishment, 
on hearing Jeremy trace the derivation of Mai^ f^om Jeremiah 
King;— as Jeremiah King, Jerry King! Jerking, Girkin! cu- 
cumber. Mango ! in riiort, had Jerwny been a student at Oxford 
or Cambridge, he would, in all probability, have been promoted 
to the dignity of a senior wrangler. By this sketch, I mean no 
disparagement to the abilities of other students of our college, 
for I hsMre no doubt that every commencement ushers into society 
Ittminauries f^ as brilliant as Jeremy Chcfdoft the younger. 

Having made a very pretty speech on graduating, to a numerous 
assemblage of old folks and young ladies, who all declared that 
he was a very fine young man, and made very handsome gestures, 
Jeremy was seised with a great deare to see, or rather to be seen 
by the world; and as \aa &tiier was anxious to give hun eyery 
possible advantage, it was determined Jeremy should visit foreign 
ports. In consequence of this resolution, he has spent a matter 
of thpee or four months in vinting strange places ; and in the 
course of his travels has tarried some f^w days at the splendid 
metropolis' of Albany and Philadelphia. 

Jeremy has travelled as every modem man of sense should do : 
that is, he judges of things by the sample next at hand ; if he hat 
ever any doubt on a subject, always decides against the city 
where he happens to sojourn ; and mvariabfy takes hame^ as the 
standard by which to dkect his judgment 

Gohig into his room the other day, when he happened to be 
absent, I found a manuscript vrdume lying on his table ; and was 
overjoyed to find it contained notes and luntsfor a book of travels 
which he intends publishing. He seems to have taken a late 
fadbionable travd-inonger for his model, and I have no doubt his 
work will be equally instradive and aimsiiig with that of hi« 
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prototype. The following are some eztractB, wbich may not prove 
unmterefltiDg to my readers. 



KEMOBAKDUMS FOB A TOUB, TO BE ENTITLED "THE 
STBANGBB IN NEW JEBSEY; OB COCKNEY TBA- 
VBLLING." 

BT JIBBBHT OOGKIX>rT, THE T0X7KQEB. 
OHAPTEB I. 

The man in the moon*^reparatioDS for departure— ^unts to 
travellers about packing their trunks^— etraps, buckles, and bed- 
cords— case of pistols, a la coekney^^ve trunks — ^tbree bandboxes 
— a cocked hat— and a medidne^hest, a kt ^oncaue — parting 
advice of my two sisters— <iuere, ^y old maids are so partKular 
in thdr cautions against naughty women — description o^ Powlee- 
"Rodk ferry-boatB-*mig^t be converted into gun-boats, and defend 
our p<Mrt equally well with Albany sloops— Brom, the black ferry- 
man— Charon— river Styx— ghosts; — major Hunt— good stoiy — 
finryage nine-pence; — city of Harsimus — ^built on tiie spot 
where the folk once danced on their stumps, while the devil 
fiddled; — quere, why do the Harsimites talk Dutdi?— story of 
the tower of Babel, and confunon of tongues— get into the stage 
—driver a wag — ^famous fellow fisr running stage races— killed 
three passengers and crippled nine in the oourae of his practice- 
philosophical reasons why stage drivers love grog — causeway — 
ditch on each side for folk to tumble into— &mou8 place for 
skilly -pots; Philadelphians call 'em tarapins — roast them under 
the ashes as we do potatoes — quere, may not tliis be the reaaon 
that the Philadelphians are all turtle heads? — ^Hackensack bridge 
— good painting of a blue horse jumping over a mountain — ^won- 
der who it was painted by; — ^mem. to ask the Baron de thtsto 
about it on my return ; — ^Battle-saake hill, so called fiom abound- 
ing with butterflies;— salt marsh, surmounted here and there by a 
solitary hay-stack; — ^more tarapins — ^wonder why the Phila4el- 
phifms don't establish a fishery here, and get a patent for it : — 
bridge over the Passaic — ^rate of tolt— description of toll boards — 
Jtoll-man had but one eye — story how it is possible he may bave 
lost the other— pence-table, Slc.* 
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Kewaric— 4>oted for its fino breed of fiit moaqoitoeft— «tiiig 
throng tiie fhidcest boot* — storj about 6Ka%n^Mr»— Aixsher 
Qififord and his man CaHban— joUf jbt feUowa ; — a knowing tra- 
veller idways judges of eYeiything by the inn-keepera and wait- 
ers;! set down Newark people fdl &t as butter— learned dis- 
sertation on Archer Gifford's green ooat, with philosophical reasons 
why the Newarkites wear red wOTsted night-caps, and turn their 
noses to the south when the wind blows — ^Newark academy full 
4>f windows — sunshine excellent to make little boys grow— 
Elizabethtown— ^e girls— yile musquitoes — aplenty of oysters — 
quere, have oysters any feeling? — good stray about the fbz catch- 
ing them by his tul— ergo, foxes might be of great use in the 
pearl ft^eiy; — landlixrd member of ttie l^islature— -treats every 
body who has a vote — ^mem. all the inn-keepers members of legis- 
lature in New Jersey; Bridge-town yuigEurly called 8pank-Ummj 
from a story of quondam parson and his wife— real name, accord- 
ing to Linkum Fidelius, Bridge-town, from bridge^ a contrivance 
to get dry shod over a river or brook; and towrij an appellation 
given in America to the accidental assemblage of a church, a 
tavern, and a blacksmith's shop — Tiinknm as right as my left leg; 
-— Bahway-river— good place for gun-boata — ^wonder why Mr. 
Jeflferson don't send a rwer fleet there, to protect the hay-vessels? 
— ^Woodbridge— landlady mending her husband's breeches — sub- 
Hme apostrophe to conjugal affection and the fidr sex;} — ^Wood- 
bridge &mou8 for its crab-fii^iery — sentimental correspondence 
between a crab*azid a lobster — digression to Abelarde and Eloisa ; 
- — mem. when the moon is in Pisces^ she plays the devil with the 
crdbs. 

CHLiP. in. 

Brunswick — (^dest town in the state— division fine between 
two counties in the middle of the street ; — ^posed a lawyer with 
the case of a man standing with one foot in each county — wanted 
to know in which he was domicil — ^lawyer couldn't t^ for the 
«oul of him; — ^mem. all the New Jersey lawyers numa; — ^Miss 
Hay's boarding-school — ^young ladies not allowed to eat mustard 
—and why? — &t story of a mustard-pot, with a good saying of 
IMng-Dong's ;^Vemon's tavern— ^fine place to sleep, if the noise 
would let you— anothe^ Caliban I — ^Vernon *tei^^yid—pe<^le of 



ivid^Oan. «i<2« Moore. vid^VT^l^ vid^TnrklwmL «<d» Priest. 
9ids Ltnkam Fidelias, and ifide Measxs. Tag, Sag;, and BobtaiL 
t vide the Sentimental Kotiebue. ^ f 
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Brunswick, of coorae, all squint : — ^Drake^s tavern — ^fine oM blade 
— ^wears square bucldes in his shoes — ^tells bloody long stories 
about last war — ^people, of coorae, all do the same; Hook'em 
Snivy, the famous fortune-teller, bom here— cotemporarj with 
mother ShooldMrs-^particiilars of his history-— died One day — 
lines to his memory, which/aund (heir way ianti^n^pockefbock^ — 
melajM^oIy reflectioDS on the death of great men--<4}6aQtifQl epi- 
taph oa myaelt . 



CHAP. lY, 

Princeton— KioiUege-—fcofe88ora wear boots I-Hstodenta fianous 
for their loye of a jest — set theoollege on fire^ and burnt out the 
professors; an excellent j(^e, but not worth repeating — mem. 
American students very much addicted to boming down colleges 
— ^reminds me of a good story, nothing at all to th« purpose — two 
societies in the college — good notl(Hi*-eiKX>ttnige0 emuktion, and 
makes little boys fight; — ^students fiunous for tiMir eating and 
erudition — saw two at the tavern, who had just got their allow- 
ance of spending money — ^laid it aU out in a supper — got Middled, 
and d— d the professors for nincoms. N.B. Southern gentlemen. 
— Churchyard — apostrophe to grim deaths-saw a eow feeding on 
a grave-— metempsychosis — who knows but the cow may have 
been eating up the soul of one of my anoeBtoi»— made me meiaa- 
oholy and pennve for fifteen minutes; — man jdanting cabbages* 
—wondered how he could plant them so straight — method of 
mole-catehing — ^and aU that — query, whether It would Bot be a 
good notion to ring th^ noses as we do pigs — mem. to propose 
it to the American Agncultural Socte^— get apfiemhim perh^w; 
commencement — stu(tents give a ball and supper— company trom. 
New York, Philadelphia, and Albany — great contest which spoke 
the best English — Albaziians vociferous in their demand for stur- 
geon— Philadelphians gave the preference to racoon^ and splao- 
nuncs — gave them a long dissertation on the i^egmatic nature of 
a goose's gizzard — students can't dance— iilways set off With tho 
wrong foot foremost— Duport's <^inion on that^suli^t — Sir Chris- 
topher Hatton the first man who ever turned out ^ toes in danc- 
ing-great fiftvorite with Queen Bess on that account — Sir Walter 
Baleigh — good stoiy about his smoking— his descent into Kew 
Spain — El Dorado— Oandid— Dr. Pangloss — ^Miss Gunegunde— 
earthquake at Lisbon — ^Barcm of ThundertentrondE— ^esoitE^— 
Monks — Cardinal Woolsey— Pope Joan — ^Tom Jefiferson — ^Tom 
Paiae, and Tom the —whew I KB. Students got dnuik ski 
usual 
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Left PriBoetonr-ooutttoy finely diverstfied with sheep and hay- 
stackfl*-Hmwa man riding alone in a wagon t why the deuce 
didn't the blockhead ride in a chair? f^ow must be a fool — ^par- 
ticularaccount of the constraction of wagons, carts, wheelbarrows^ 
and quail-traps — saw a large flock of crows— concluded there 
must be a dead horse in the ndghborhood — mem. country 
remarkable for crows-^won'^t let the horses die in peace — anec- 
dote of a jury of crows — stopped to give the horses water — good 
looking man came up, and asked me if I had seen his wife? hea- 
vens I thought I, how strange it is that this virtuous man should 
ask ms about his wife — story of Cain and Abel — stagedriver took 
a suoiQ — ^mem. set down all the people as drunkards— old house had 
moss on the top — swallows built in the roof—^better place than 
old men's beards — story about that— derivation of words hvppy, 
kippt/j kippy, and shoo-pigj — ^negro driver could not write his own 
name — languishing state of literature in this country ;{ — ^philo- 
sophical hiquiiy of 'Sbidlikens, why tlie Americans are so much 
inferior to the nobility of Cheapside and Shore-ditch, and why 
they do not eat plum-pudding on Sundays ; — superfine reflections 
about any thing. 



Trenton — ^built above the head of navigation to encourage 
commerce — capital of the state §— only wants a castle, a bay, a 
mountain, a sea, and a volcano, to bear a strong resemblance to 
the Bay of Naples — supreme court sitting — ^fat chief justice— used 
to get asleep on the bench after dinner — gave judgment, I sup- 
pose, like PUate's wife, from his dreams — ^reminded me of justice 
Bridlegoose deciding by a throw of a die, and of the oracle of the 
holy bottle — attempted to kiss the chambermaid — ^boxed my ears 
till they rung like our theatre-bell — girl had lost one tooth — mem. 
all the American ladies prudes, and have bad teeth ; — Anacreon 
Itfoore^s opinion on the matter.---Statehouse — ^fine place to see the 
sturgeons jump up — quere, whether sturgeons jump up by an 
impulse of the tail, or whether they bounce up fVom the bottom 
by the elasticity of their noses — ^Linkum Fidelius of the latter 
opinion — I too — sturgeons' nose capital for tennis-balls— ^learnt 
that at school — ^went to a ball — ^negro wench principal musician I — 
N*. B. Peojde of America have no fiddlers but females I — origin of 
the phrase, "fiddle of your heart" — reasons why men fiddle better 

*ffid*C9n. tficUCarr's learned deriTfttlon of 0RM and «a%o«. ^ Moore. 
SCmt. 
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than women ; — expedient of the Amazons who were expert at the 
bow; — waiter at the dty-tayem — good story of his — nothing to 
the purpose-— never mind — fiU np mj book like Can* — make it 
seU. Saw a democrat get into the stage foUowed by his dog.* 
K. B. This town remarkable &r dogs and democrats — superfine 
sentimentf — good story fix>m Joe luUer— ode to a piggin of butter 
—pensive mutations on a mouse-hole — make a book as dear as 
a whistle I 



• Uoor«^ tOwr. 
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NO. v.— SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 1807. 
FROM MY ELBOW-CHAIR. 

The following letter of my friend Muatapha appears to hare 
been written some time subsequent to the one already published. 
Were I to judge from its contents, I should suppose it waa sug- 
gested by the ^lendid review of the twenty-fifth of last Novem- 
ber, when a pair of oolors was presented at the City-Hall, to the 
regiments of artillery; and when a huge dinner was devoured by 
our corporation, in the honorable remembrance of the evacuation 
of this city. I am happy to find that the laudable spirit of mdli' 
tary emulation which prevails in our city has attracted the atten- 
tion of a stranger of Mustapha's sagacity ; by military emulation 
I mean that spirited rivaliy in the size of a hat, the length of a 
feather, and the gingerbread finery of a sword-belt 



LETTTBR FROM MUSTAPHA RUB-A-DUB KBIJ KHAN, 
TO ABDALLAH EB'N AT RABAH, SURNAMBD THB 
SNORBR, MILITARY CENTINBL AT THB GATE OF 
HIS HIGHNBSS'S PALACE. 

Thou hast heard, oh Abdallah, of the great magician, Mulbt 
Fuz, who could change a blooming land blessed with all the 
elysian charms of hill and dale, of glade and grove, of fruit and 
flower, into a desert, frightful, solitary, and forlorn; who with 
the wave of his wand could transform even the disciples of Ma- 
homet into grinning apes and chattering monkeys. Surely, 
thought I to myself this morning, the dreadftil Muley has be^ 
exercising Ms infernal enchantments on these unhappy infidels. 
Listen, oh Abdallah, and wonder I Last night I committed my* 
self to tranquil slumber, encompassed with all the monotonoui 
tokens of peace, and this morning I awoke enveloped in the noise, 
the bustle, the clangor, and the shouts of war. Every thing was 
changed, as if by magic. An immense army had sprung up, like 
mushrooms, in a night, and all the cobblers, tailors axA tinkers 
of the dty had mounted the nodding plume; had beoome in the 
twinkling of an eye, hehneted heroes and war-worn veterans. 

Alanned at the beating of drums, the braymg of trumpets, and 
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the shoutiiig of the multitude, I dressed myself m haste, sallied 
forth, and followed a prodigious crowd of people to a place caUed 
the batteiy. This Is so denominated, I am told, from having onoe 
been defended with formidable ioooden bulwarks, which in the 
course of a hard winter were thriftily pulled to pieces by an 
ecanamie corporation, to be distributed for fire-wood among the 
poor ; this was done at the hint d a cunning old engineer, w^ho 
assured them it was the only way in which tiieir fortificationa 
would ever be able to keep up a wana fire. BcONOicr, my 
friend, is the watch- word of this nation ; I have been studying 
for a month past to divine its meaning, but truly am as much per- 
plexed as ever. It is a kind of national starvation; an ex}>eri- 
m&at how many comfinrts and necessaries the body politic caa- be 
deprived of before it perishes. It has already anivea to a lament- 
able degree of debili^, and promises to share the fate of the Ara- 
bian pt&osopher, who proved that he could. live without food, but 
unfortunately died just as he had brought his experiment to per- 
fection. 

On arriving at the battery, I found an Immense anny of six 
HUKSRBD UKSj drawn up in a true mussulman crescent At first 
I supposed this was in compliment to myself but mj interpreter 
ifi&Mraned me that it was done merely for want of room ; the cor- 
poration not being able to afford them sufficient to di^^y in a 
straight line. As I e3q[)ected a dif^lav of some grand evolutions 
and military manoeuvres, I determined to remain a tranquil spec- 
tator, in hopes that I might possibly collect some hints which 
might be of service to his Mghness. 

This freat body of men I perceived was under the oomoaimd 
of a small baahaWf in yellow and gold, with while nodding 
pinmes, and most formidable whiskers ; which, contrary to ihe 
Tripolitan foshion, were m the neighborhood oi his ears mstead 
of his nose. He had two attendants called aid-de-camps (or 
Mla)f being similar to a bashaw with two tails. The bashaw, 
though oommander in chief, seemed to have little more to do than 
myself; he was a spectator within the lines, and I without; he 
was dear of the rabble and I iTas encompassed bv them ; this 
was tiie only difference between us, except that he nad the best 
oKMH-tunity of showing his dothes. I waited an hour or two 
with exemplary patience, expecting to see some grand military 
evolutions or a sham battle exhibited ; but no such thing took 
place ; the men stood stock still, supporting their anns, groaning 
under the &,tigueB of war, and now and then sending out a 
foraging parfy to levy contributions of beer and a &VQrite beve 
fsge whidi they denominated grog. As I perceived the crowd 
very active in examining the line, from one extreme to the other, 
and as I could see no other pmpose for which these sun^iiiQ 
warriors should be exposed so long to the merciless attacks of 
wind and weather, I of course ooneluded that Uiis must be iit4 
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la abotifc two h<mrB tiie army was put in motioo, and mordied 
through some narrow streets, where the economic corporation liad 
carefully provided a soft carpet of mud, to a magnificent castlo of 
painted bnck, decorated with grand pillars of pine IxMunis. By 
the ardor which brightened in each oountenanoe, I soon perceived 
that this castle was to undergo a vigorous attack. As the ord- 
nance of the castle was perfectly silent, and as they had notliing 
but a straight street to advance through, they made their ap- 
proaches with great courage and admirable regularity, until 
.within about a hundred feet of the castle a pump opposed a for- 
midable obstacle in their way, and put the whole army to a 
ncmplus. The circumstance was sudden and unlocked for : the 
commandii^ ofiftoer raia over all the military tactics with which his 
head was crammed, but none offered any expedient for the 
present awful emergen<7. The pump maintained its post, and so 
did the commander ; there waa no knowing which was most at 
a stand. The commanding officer ordered his men to wheel and 
take it in flank ; — the army accordingly wheeled and came full 
butt i^gainst it in the rear, exactly as they were before ; — " wheel 
to the left I" oied the officer ; they did sO) and again as before the 
inveterate pump intercepted their progreB& ''Right about 
feoel" cried the oflScer; the men obeyed, but bungled; — ^they 
faced hack to hack, TJ'poa this the bashaw with two taUs, with 
great ooolnesa, undauntedly ordered his men to push right for- 
ward, peU-m^ pump or no pump ; they gallantly obeyed ; after 
unbeard-of aets of bravery the pun^ was carried, without the loss 
of a man, and the army flrmly entrenched itself under the very 
waJb of the castle. The bashaw had then a council of war with 
his officers ; the most vigorous measures were resolved on. An 
advaooe guard of muacians were ordered to attadc the castle 
without mercy. Then the whole band opened a most tremendous 
battery of dnuns, fifes, tambourines, and trumpets, and kept up a 
thundering assault, as if the castle, like the walls of Jericho, spo- 
ken c^ in the Jewiidi chronicles, would tumble down at the Wow- 
ing of rants' hom& After some time a parley ensued. The 
grand bashaw of the dty appeared on the battlements of the cas- 
tle, and as £ur as I oould understand from circumstances dared the 
little bashaw of two tails to single combat : — ^this thou knowest 
was in the style of ancient chivalry: — the little bashaw dis- 
mounted with great intrepidity, and ascended the battlements of 
tiie castle, whare tbe great bashaw waited to receive him, 
attended by numerous d^itaries and worthies of his court, one 
of whom bore the ^lendid banners of the castle. The battle was 
carried on entir^ by words, according to the universal custom 
of this country, of which I shall speak to thee more fully hereaf- 
ter. The grand bashaw made a furious attack in a speedfi of con- 
siderable length; the little bashaw, by no means appalled, 
retorted with great spirit The grand bashaw attempted to rip 
him up with an argument, or stun him with a solid fact; but the 
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little bashaw parried tbem both witii admirable adroitkiesB, and 
ran him clean through and through with a syllogism. The grand 
bashaw was overthrown^ the banners of the castle yielded up to 
thQ little bashaw, and the castle surrendered alter a vigorous de- 
fence of three hours, — during which the besiegers suffered great 
extremity from muddy streets and a drizzling atmosphere. 

On returning to dinner I soon discovered that as usual I had 
been indulging in a great mistake. The matter was aU dearly 
explained to me by a fellow lodgw, who on ordinary ooeaaions 
moves in the humble character of a tailor, but in the present in- 
stance figpired in a high military station, denominated corporaL 
He informed me that what I had mistaken for a castle was tb.e 
splendid palace of the municipality, and that the suf^xMsed attack 
was nothing more than the delivery of a flag given by the aatho- 
ritiea, to the army, for its magnanimous defence of the town for 
upwards of twenty years past, that is, ever ance the last war! 
Oh my friend, surely everything in this country is on a groat 

scale I the conversation insenably turned upon the military 

establishment of the nation ; and I do assure thee that my friend, 
the tailor, though being, according to a national proverb, but the 
ninth part of a man, yet acquitted himself on military conoems as 
ably as tiie grand bashaw of the empire himselC He observed 
that their rulers had decided that wars were very uadess and ex- 
pensive, and ill befittmg an economic, philosophic nation ; tiiey 
had therefore made up Sieir minds never to have any wm, and 
consequently there was no need of scddiers or military discipliiie. 
As, however, it was thought highly ornamental to a dty to liave 
a number of men drest in fine clothes and feaJfhcra^ struttrng Mxnift 
the streets on a holiday — and as the women and children were 
particularly fond of such raree bJwws^ it was ord»^ that <^e tai- 
lors of the different dues throughout the empire should, forthwith, 
go to work, and cut out and manu&ctore soldiers as fiist as thor 
shears and needles would permit 

These soldiers have no pecuniary pay ; and th^ only reoom- 
pense f<Hr the immense services which they render their country, 
in their voluntary parades, is the plunder ^ smiles, and winki^ 
and nods which they extort from the ladies. As they have no 
opportunity, like the vagrant Arabs, of making inroads on their 
neighbors : and as it is necessary to keep up their military spirit^ 
the town is tiierefore now and then, but particuleurly on two days 
of the year, given up to their ravages. The arrangements aie 
contrived wil£ admirable address, so that every officer, from Vt» 
bashaw down to the drum-major, the chief of the eunuchs, or mu- 
sicians, shall have his share of that invaluable booty, the admin- 
Hon of the fair. As to the soldiers, poor animals, <liey, like the 
privates in all great armies, have to bear the brunt of danger and 
fatigue, while their oflBoers receive all the glory and rewanL OPhe 
Diarrative of a parade day will exemplify this more dearty. 

The chief bac^w, in the plenitude of his authority, ordem a 
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grand reriew of the whole Brmj at two o^dodc The boahaw 

with two tails, that he may have an opportunity dT vaporing 
about as greatest man on the field, orders the army to assemble 
at twelve. The kiay, or colonel, as he is called, that is com* 
mander of one hundred and twenty men, orders his regiment or 
tribe to collect one mile at least from the place of parade at eleven. 
Each captain, or £Eig-rag, as we term them, commands his squad 
to meet at ten at least a half mile from the regimental parade; 
and to close all, the chief of the eunuchs orders his infernal con- 
cert of fifes, trumpets, cymbals, and kettle-drums to assemble at 
ten I firom that moment the city receives no quarter. All is noise, 
hooting, hubbub, and combustion. Every window, door, crack, and 
loophole, from the garret to the cellar, is crowded with the fasci- 
nating fair of all ages and of all complexions. The mistress smil€« 
through the windows of the drawing-room ; the chubby chamber* 
maid lolls out of the attick casement, and a host oi sooty wenches 
roll their white eyes and grin and chatter firom the cellar door. 
Every n3rmph seems anxious to yield voluntarily that tribute 
which the heroes of their country demand. First struts the chief 
eunuch, or drum-miyor, at the head of his sable band, magnifi- 
oently arrayed in tarnished scarlet Alexander himself could not 
have spumed the earth more superbly. A host of ragged boys 
shout in his train, and inflate the bosom of the warrior with ten- 
fold self-complacency. After he has rattled his kettle-drums 
through the town, and swelled and swaggered like a turkey-cock 
before all the dingy Floras, and Dianas, and Junoes, and Didoes 
of liis acquaintance, he repairs to his place of destination loaded 
with a rich booty of smiles and approbation. Next comes the 
Faq-bag, or captain, at the head of his mighty band, consisting 
of one lieutenant, one ensign, or mute, four sergeants, four corpo- 
rals, one drummer, one fifer, and if he has any privates so much 
the better for himself In marching to the regimental parade, he 
is sure to paddle through the street or lane wlSch is honored with 
the residence of his mistress or mtended, whom he resolutely lays 
under a heavy contribution. Truly it is delectable to behold these 
heroes, as they march, cast side glances at the upper windows ; 
to collect the smiles, the nods, and the winks, which the enrap- 
tured fair ones lavish profusely on the magnanimous defenders of 
their country. 

The Fag-rags having conducted their squads to their respective 
regiments, then oomes the turn of the colonel^ a bashaw with no 
tails, for all eyes are now directed to him ; and the &ig-rags, and 
the eunuchs, and the kettle-drummers, having had their hour of 
notoriety, are confounded and lost in the military crowd. The 
colonel sets his whole regiment in motion ; and mounted on a 
mettlesofhe charger, fiisks and fidgets, and capers, and plunges in 
front, to the great entertainment of the multitude, and the great 
liazard of himself and his neighbors. Having displayed himself, 
his trappings, his horse, and his horsemanship, he at length arrivoa 
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at the place of genend rendezvous ; blessed with ^e tmiv^ianl admi- 
ration of his country women. I should perhaps mention a squad- 
ron of hardy yeterans, most of whom have seen a deal of service 
during the nmeteen or twenty years of their experience; and who, 
most gorgeously equipped in tight green jackets and breeches, trot 
and amble, and gallop and scamper like little devils through eveiy 
street and nook and comer and poke-hole of the dty, to the great 
dread <^ all old people and sage matrons with young childreD. 
This is truly subUme ! this is what I* call makhig a mountain out 
of a mole-hili. Oh, my friend, on what a great scale is every- 
thing in this country. It is in the style of the wandering Arabs 
of the desert Sl^Uh. Is a village to be attacked, or a hamlet to be 
plundered, the whole desert, for weeks beforehand, is in a buzz : 
such marching and counter-marching, ere they can concentrate 
their ragged forces I and the consequence is, that before they can 
bring their troops into action, the whole enterprise is blown. 

The army being all happily coUected on the battery, though, 
perhaps, two hours after the time appointed, it is now the turn of 
the bashaw, with two tails, to distinguish himself Ambition, my 
friend, is implanted alike m eveiy heart, it pervadeer each bosom, 
from the bashaw to the drum-major. This is a sage truism, and 
I trust, therefore, it will not be disputed. The bashaw, fired with 
that thirst for glory, inseparable from the noble mind, is anxious 
to reap a full share of the laurels of the day and bear off his 
portion of female plunder. The drums beat, the fifes whistle, 
the standards wave proudly in the air. The signal is given! 
thunder roars the cannon ! away goes the bashaw, and away go 
the taUsf The review finished, evolutions and military ma- 
noeuvres are generally dispensed with for three excellent reasons; 
first, because the army knows very httle about them; second, 
because, as the country has determined to remain always at peace, 
there is no necessity for them to know anything about tfaem; 
and thfrd, as it is growmg late, the bashaw must despatch, or 
it will be too daric for him to get his quota of the plunder. He of 
course orders the whole army to march ; and now, my friend, now 
comes the tug of war, now is the city completely sacked. Open 
fly the battery-gates, forth sallies the bashaw with his two tails, 
surrounded by a shouting body-guard of boys and negroes I tlien 
pour forth his legions, potent as the pismires of the desert f the 
customary salutations of the country commence — ^those tokens of 
joy and admiration which so much annoyed me on first landing : 
the air is darkened with old hats, shoes, and dead cats ; they flj 
in showers like the arrows of the Parthians. The soldiers, no 
ways disheartened, like the intrepid followers of Leonidas, march 
gallantly under their shade. On they push, splash dash, jnud or 
no mud. Down one lane, up another; — ^the martial miisic re- 
sounds through every street ; the fair ones throng to their windows, 
— ^the soldiers look every way but straight forward. "Carry 
annal" crieB the bashaw— "tan-ta ra-ra»" brays the trumpet- 
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"rab-ftKliib,'' roars the dram — '^hnirav,** lihaot fiie rAgMDoflhifl. 
The bashaw smiles with exultation— eveiy &g-ra(^ feels himself 
a hero — "none bat the breve deserves the fair!" head of the 
immortal Amroo, mi what a great scale is ereiy thing in this 
country. 

Ay, bat yoaH say, is not this onfiiir that the officers should 
share all the sports while the privates undergo all the fatigue ? 
truly, my friend, I indulged the same idea, and pitied from my 
heart the poor fellows who had to drabble through the mud and 
the mire, toOing under ponderous cocked hats, which seemed as 
unwieldy, and cambrous, as the shell which the snafl lumbers 
along on his back. I soon found out, however, that they have 
their quantum of notoriety. As soon as the army is dismissed, the 
city swarms with little scouting parties, who fire off their guns aA 
every comer, to the great delight of all the wcnnen and ei^Mren in 
their vicinity ; and wo unto any dog, or pig, or hog, that Ms in 
the way of these magnanimous warriors ; tibey are (mown no quar- 
ter. Every gentle swain repairs to pass the evening at the feet of 
his dulcinea, to play, "the soMier tu^ of war's alarms," and to 
captivate her with the glare of his regimentals; excepting scnne 
ambitious heroes who strut to the theatre^ flame away In the front 
boxes, and hector every old apple-woman in the lobbies. 

Such, my friend, is the gigantic genius of this nation, and its 
faculty for swelling up nothings into importance. Our bashaw of 
Triiwli wiU review hn troops of some thousands, by aa early hour 
in the mom&ig. Here a review of six hundred men is made the 
mighty work of a day I with us a bashaw of two tails is never 
appointed to a command of less than ten thousand men ; but here 
we behold every grade, from the bashaw down to the drum-major, 
in a force of less than one-tenth of the number. By the beanl of 
Mahomet but everything here is hideed on a great scakef 



BY ANTHOinr EYERGREEK, OBNT. 

I was not a Httle surprised the other morning at a request 
from "W'ill Wizard that I would accompany him that evenhig to 

^rs ^'s ball. The request was simple enough in itself) it was 

only sinKoIar as coming from Will;— of all my acquaintance 
Wizard is the least calculated and disposed for the society of 
ladies — ^not that he dislikes their company, on the contrary, 
like every man of pith and marrow, he is a professed admirer 
of the sex ; and had he been bom a poet, would undoubtedly 
have bespattered and be-rhymed some hard named goddess, 
until she became as famous aa Petrarch's Laura, or Waller's 
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SttdbtttaiA; but "Will is tooh a confounded bua^fler »t m bow, 
has 80 many odd bachelor habits, and finds it so troublesome 
to be gallant, that he generally prefers smokiBg his segar 
and telUng his story among cronies of his own gender ; — and 
thundering long st(»ie6 they are, let me tell you; — set WiU once 
a gmng fJwut China or Grim Tartary, or the Hottentots, and 
heaven help the poor victim who has to endure his proUzi^ ; he 
might better be tied to the taU of a jack o'lantem. In one 
word — Will talks like a travellw. Being well acquainted witli 
his character, I was the more alarmed at his mdination to visit a 
party; since he as often assured me, that he considered it as 
equivalent to being stuck up for three hours in a steam engin& I 
even wondered how he had received an mvitation; — ^this he soon 
accounted tat. It seems Will, on his last arrival fit>ia Canton, 
had made a present of a case of tea, to a lady for whom he had 
once entertained a sneaking kindness when at grammar school; 
and she in return had invited him to come and drink some of 
it; a cheap way enough of paying off little obligations. I 
readily acceded to Will's proposition, expecting mudli enter- 
tainment from his eccentric remarits ; and as he has been aberat 
some few years, i anticipated his surprise at the splendor and 
elegance of a modem rout. 

On calling for Will in the evening, I found him full dressed, 
waiting for me. I oont^nplated him with absolute diraiaT. ^ he 
stUl retained a spturk of regard for the lady who once reigned in his 
affections, he had been at unusual pains m decorating hia person, 
and broke upon my sight arrayed in the true style that prevailed 
among our beaux some years ago. His hair was turned vqp and 
tufted at the top, frizzled out at the ears, a profoaion of powder 
puffed over the whole, and a long plaited dub swmig gracefullj 
from shoulder to shoulder, describing a pleasing semicirele of 
powder and pomatum. His claretKX>lored coat was decorated 
with a profusion of gilt buttons, and readied to his calves. His 
white casimere small-clothes were so tight that he seemed to have 
grown up in them ; and his ponderous legs, which are the thickest 
part of his body, were beautifully doth^ in slQr-blue silk stock- 
ings, once considered so becoming. But above all, he prided him- 
self upon his waistcoat of China silk, which might almost have 
served a good housewife for a short-gown; and he boasted that 
the roses and tulips upon it were the work ofNang Ibu, daughter 
of the great Chin- Ohin-Fou, who had &llen in love with the graces 
of his person, and sent it to him as a parting present ; he assured 
me she was a remarkable beauty, with sweet obliquity of eyes, 
and a foot no larger than the thumb of an alderman; — ^he then 
dilated most copiously on his silver-sprigged dicky, which he 
assured me was quite the rage among the dashing young man- 
darins of Oanton. 

I hold it an ill-natured ofiQce to put any man out of conceit ^th 
himself; so^ though I would willingly have made a little slters^oa 
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in my fHend Wizant's pictoresque ooettime, yet I politely com* 
pUmented him on hiA rakish appearance. 

On entering the room I kept a good look-out on Will, expecting 
to see him exhibit signs of surprise; but he is one of those know- 
ing fellows who are never surprised at any thing, or at least wiQ 
never acknowledge it He took, his stand in ti^e middle of the 
floor, playing with his great steel watch-chain ; and looking round 
on the company, the fomiture, and the pictures, with the air (^ a 
man ** who had seen d d finer things in his time ;" and to my 
utter confusion and dismay, I saw him coolly pull out his villar 
nous old japanned tobacco-box, ornamented with a bottle, a pipe, 
and a scurry motto, and help himself to a quid in &ce of all tiie 
company. 

I knew it was all in vain to find &ult with a fellow (^ Will*s 
socratic turn, who is never to be put out of humor with himself; 
so, after he had given his box its prescriptive rap and returned it 
to his pockety I drew him into a comer where we might observe 
the company without being prominent objects ourselves. 

" And pray who is that stylish figure," said Will, " who blazes 
awi^ in red, hke a volcano, and who seems wrapped in flames 
like a fiery dragon?" — ^That, cried I, is Miss Laubeua Dash- 
away ; — she is &e highest flash of the ton — ^has much whim and 
more eccentricity, and has reduced many an unhappy gentleman 
to stupidity by. her diarnis; you see i^e holds out the red flag in 
token of ** no quarter.^' ^ Then keep me safe out of the sphere of 
her attractions," cried Will, " I would not e'en come in contact 
with her train, lest it should soon^ me like the tail of a comet — 
Bnt who, I beg of you, is that amiable youth who is handing 
a young lady, and at the same time xsontemplating Ids sweet 
person in a mirrt^ as he passes?" His name, sud I, is Billt 
I>iMPiiB;-^e is a universal smiler, and would travel from Dan to 
Beersheba and smile on everybody as he passed. Dimple is a 
slave to the ladies-^-a hero at tea-parties, and is fiunoos at the 
pirouet and the pigeon-wing ; a fiddle-stidc is his idU^ and a dance 
his ^ysium. "A very pretty young gentleman truly," <aried 
Wizard, ^4ie reminds me of a cotemporary beau at HaytL Tea 
must know that the magnanimous Dessalines gave a great ball to 
his court one fine sultry summw's evening; Dessy and me were 
great cronies; — ^hand and glove;— one of the most condescending 
great men I ever knew» Sudti a display of black and yellow 
beauties I such a show of Madras handkert^efe, red beads, cocks*- 
tails and peacocks' feathere I-^it was, as here, who should wear 
the highest t<q>-knot, drag the longest tails, or exhibit the great- 
est variety <^ combs, colors, and gew-gaws. In the middle of 
the rout, when all was buzz, slipslop, clack, and perfiime, who 
should enter but Tugkt Squash ! The yellow beauties blushed 
blue, and the black ones blushed as red as they could, with idea> 
sure; and there was a universal agitation c^ fims; every eye 
'brig^ned and whitened to see Tvuckj: for he was the pride <^ 
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Hm court, the piok of ooiaieiy, the wkror of ihshioii, Hie adon- 
tion of all the sable fair ones of Ha^rti. Siieh breadth of noeeL 
sudi exuberance of Up ! his shins had the true cadunber isorye ;— 
his face in dancing 8h<»e like a kettle; and, provided yon kept 
to windward of h^ in sommer, X do not know a sweeter jomii 
in all Hayti than Tucky Squash. When he langlied, there 
appeared tom ear to ear a chfevaux-^e-frize of teeth, &st rivalled 
the shark's in whiteness; he oould whislte lOce a north-w^ester; 
play on a three-stringed fiddle like Apollo ; and as to dancing, do 
Long-Island negro could shuffle you ^^double-troabley*' or *'boe 
com and dig potatoes" skore scientifically : — in short, be was a 
Second LoUuirio. And the dueiky nymphs of Hajrti, one and ali, 
declared him a perpetual Adonis. Tucky walked aboot^ whis- 
tling to hiniBel^ without regarding anybody ; and ius nemchalaiux 
was irresistible." 

I found Will had got neck and heels into one of his trsvelleR 
stories ; and there is no knowing how &r he would have run fa» 
parallel between Billy Dimple and Tucky Squaahi had not the 
music struck up from an acyoining apartment, and summoned the 
<X)mpauy to the dance. The sound seemed to have an inspiring 
effect on honest Will, and he procured the hand of an old acquaint- 
ance for a country dance. It happened to be the fiEtahionable one 
of " the Devil among the tailors," which is so vociferously de- 
manded at every baU and assembly : and maay a^tom gown, and 
many an unfortunate toe did rue the dancing of that night ; for Will 
thundered down the dance like a coach and six, sometimes right, 
Bometimes wnmg ; now nmning over half a score of little £^«nch- 
men, and now making sad inroads into ladies' oobweb muslins 
and spangled tails. As every part of Will's body partook of the 
exertion, he shook from his capacious head such volumes of pow- 
der, that like pious £nea8 on the first interview with Queen Dido, 
he might be siud to have been enveloped in a doud. Nor was 
Will's partner an insignificant figure in the sorae ; Bhe was a 
young lady of most voluminous proportions, that quivered* at every 
skip; and being braced up in the fa^onaUe style with whale 
bone, stay-tape, and buckram, looked like an tspj^e paddmg tied 
In the middle^ or, taking her flaming dress into cxmsideration, like 
a bed and bohiters rolled up in a suit of red curtains. The danoe 
finished, I would gladly have taken Will off, but no ; he was nov 
in ODB of his ha|^y moods, and there waa no doing anything with 
him. He insisted on my in^oducing him to Miss S^pbtSpabxle, 
a young lady unrivalled for playftd wit and innooent vivadty, asd 
who, like a brilliant, adds lustre to the front of fashion. I accord- 
ingly presented him to her, and began a conversation in which, I 
thought, he might take a share; but no sudi thing. Will took 
his stand beside her, straddling like a Ooloosua, wi1& his hands in 
his pockets, and an air of the most profound attention ; nor did he 
pretend to op^i his lips for some time, until, upon some liv^ 
sally of hers, he deotnfied the whole company with a most id- 
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»lerable bijrst of laughter. "Wha^ was to be done wi& such aa 
nconigible fellow ? — ^to add to my dtftresa, tiie first word he spoke 
yaa to tell Miss Sparkle that soo^thii^ she said remiadfid him of 
I circumstance that hi^pened to him in China; aiid at it he went 
n the true traveller style-niesGribed the Chinese mode of eating 
ice with chop-sticks ; entered into a long eulogiumon the succu- 
ent qualities of boiled birds' nests; fltnd I made toy eeoBipe at tiie 
rery mom^it when be was (m the point of squattixig down on the 
loofy to show how tjbe little Chsneae Joshes it cro68»legged. 



TO THE LADIES. 

FROM THB MILL OF FINDAS OOOKLOFT, S 

THOiraH jogging down the hill of life^ 
Without the comfort of a wife ; 
And though I ne'er a helpmate chose, 
To stock my house and mend my hose; 
With care mj person to adorn, 
And spruce me up on Sunday- mom ; 
Still do I love the gentle sex, 
And still with cores my brain perplex 
To keep the fiitr ones of the age 
Unsullied as the spotless poige ; 
All pure, all simple, all refined, 
The sweetest solace of mankind. 

I hate the loose insidious jest 
To beauty's modest ear add^^6ty 
And hold that frowns ^lould nev«r fiitl 
To check each smooth, but fiilsome tale ; 
But he whose impious pen should dare 
Invade the mooals of the fior ; 
To taint that purity divine 
Which should each female heart ensfarfaie ; 
Though soft his vieions strains should swell, 
As those which erst from Qai»iel &I1, 
Should yet be held alofr to diame, 
And foul dishonor diade his name. 
Judge then, my friends, of my surprise^ 
The ire that kindled in my eyes, 
When I relate, that t'other day 
I went a morning call to pay, 
On two young nieces ; just come down 
To take the polish of the town : 
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By which I mean no more or less 
Than a la ^hmcaiee to undress ; 
To whirl the modest waltz' roonds, 
Taught by Duport for snug ten pounds. 
To thump and thunder through a song, 
VlBLj/oriea soft and doke^s strong: 
Exhibit loud picmo feats, 
Caught fh>m that crotchet-hero, Meets; 
To drive the rose-bloom from the fooe. 
And fix the lily in its place ; 
To doff the white, and in its stead 
T6 bounce about in brazen red. 

While in the parlor I delayed 
Till they their persons had arrayed, 
A dapper volume caught my eye, 
That on the window chanced to lie : 
A book's a friend — ^I always dioose 
To turn its pages and peruse ; 
It proved those poems known to fame 
For praising every cyprian dame ; 
The bantlings of a dapper youth, 
Benown'd for gratitu& and truti^ ; 
A littie pest hight ToincT Moobb, 
"Who hopp'd. and skipp'd oiff country o'er; 
Who sipp'd our tea and lived on sops, 
Bevell'd on syllabubs and skq)s. 
And when his brain, of cobweb fine. 
Was fuddled with five drops of wine, 
Would all his puny loves rehearse, 
And many a maid debauch — ^in verse. 
Surprised to meet in open view, 
A book of such lascivious hue, 
I chid my nieces — ^but they say, 
'TIS all the passion of the day ; 
That many a fashionable beile 
Will with enraptured accents dwell 
On the sweet morceau she has found 
In this delicious, cunst, compound! 

Soft do the tinUing numbos roU, 
And lure to vice the unthinking soul ; 
They tempt by softest sounds away, 
They lead entranced the heart astray ; 
And Satan's doctrine sweetly smg, 
As with a seraph's heavenly string. 
Such sounds, so good, old Homer sungj 
Once warbled from the Syren's tongue ; 
Sweet melting tones were heard to pour 
Along Ausonia's sun-gilt shore ; 
Seductive strains in sether float, 
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And evay wfld deoeitfol note 
That could the yielding heart i 
Were w«fted on the breathing gale ; 
And ereiy gentle aooent blaxui 
To tempt UlyHBefi to then* strand. 
And can it be this book so baae^ 
Is laid on eyery window case ? 
Oh ! iair cmes, if 70a will profiine 
Those breasts where heaven itself should reign; 
And throw those pure recesses wide, 
Where peace and virtue should reside, 
To let ^ holy pile admit 
A guest unhallowed and unfit ; 
Pray, like the frail ones of the night, 
Who hide their wanderings from the lights 
So let your errors secret be^ 
And hide, at least, your fault from me ; 
Seek some by-oomer to explore 
The smooth polluted pages o'er: 
There drink the insidious poison in, 
There slily nurse your soi^ for sin : 
And while that purity you blight 
Which stamps you messengers of light, 
And stqp those mounds the gods bestow, 
To keep you spotless here below ; 
Still in oompasiaion to our raoe, 
Who joy, not only in the face, 
But in that more exalted part, 
The sacred temple of the heart; 
Oh ! hide for ever from our view, 
The &tal mischief you pursue : 
Let uss your praises still exalt, 
And none but avqms mourn your &ult 
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FROM MT KLBOW-CHAIB. 

Thb Cockloft family, of which I hATe made such freqoest 
mention, is of great aiMaqaity, if tiiere be any trath in the gen» 
logi(»l tree which hangs up in my oeusm's library. Thej trace 
their descent from a celebrated Roman knight^ oensin to ^e piO' 
graitor of his nujee^ oi Britain, who left his native coontiyai 
occasion of some disgust ; and timing into Wales became a greit 
iavorite of prince Madoc, and accompanied tiiat fitmoos argonaut 
in the voyage which ended in the disoovefy of this oontment 
Though a member of the fan^y, I have sometimes yentareil to 
doubt the authenticity of this portion of their annala, to the great 
vexation of cousin Christopher : who is lo(^ed up to as the head 
of our house : and who^ though as orthodox as a Ushop, would 
sooner give up the whole decalogue than lop off a single limb of 
the family tree. From time immemorial^ it has been the rule for 
the Cocklofts to marry one of their own name; and, as they j^ 
ways bred like rabbits, the fiunily has increased and multiplied 
like that of Adam and Eve. In truth, their numbff is almost 
incredible ; and you can hardly go into any part of the oouotir 
without starting a warren Of genuine Coddofts. Eveiy persco 
of the least observation or experience, must have ebeerfed i^ 
where this practice of manying cousins, and second coM 
prevaOs in a fiunily, every member, in the course of a few ^ 
rations, becomes queer, humorous, and original; as much distio 
ffuished from the common race of mongreSs as if he was of a dit 
' ferent species. This has happened m our famOy, and particulai? 
m that branch of it of wliich Mr. Christopher Cockloft, or, to do bin 
justuse, Mr. Christopher Cockloft, Esq., is the head. Christopbtf 
ia^ in fiict, the only married man of the name who resides in town; 
his fiunily is small, having lost most of his children, when youo^ 
by the excessive care he took to bring them up like vegetables 
This was one of his first whim-whams, and a confounded one » 
was ; as his children might have told, had they not fallen vf^ 
to this eiqperiment before they could talk. He had got from «^ 
quack philosopher or other, a notion that there was a oompl^ 
analogy between children and plants, and that they ought toj)< 
both reared alike. Accordmgly he sprinkled them every m(0^ 
with water ; laid them out in the sun, as he did his geranlQ"^' 
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ati(^ if the aeasoa was remarkably diy, repeated this wise ex- 
periment three or four times of a moni^g. The consequence 
was, that the poor little souls died one after t^ other^ except 
Jeremy and his two sistens ; who^ to be sure, are a trio of as odd, 
rantj, mummy-looking originals as ever Qogartfa Ikocied in his 
most happy moments. Mns. Oocklofty the larger if not the better 
half of my cousin, often remonstratod against this yegetable theo- 
ry ; and even brought the parson of the parish, in which my 
oousin^s country house is situated, to her aid ; bat in vain : Christo- 
pher persisted, and attributed the failure df his plan to its not 
having been exactly conformed to. As I have mentioned Mrs. 
Cockloft, I may as well eay a little more about her while I am in the 
humor. She is a lady of wonderful notalnlity, a warm admirer of 
shining mahogany, clean hearths, and her husband; who she con- 
siders the wisest man in the world, bating Will Wizard and the par- 
son of our parish ; the last of whom is her orade on all occasions. 
She goes constantly to church every Sunday and Satnt's-day ; and 
insists upon it that no man is entitled to ascend a pulpit unless he 
has been ordained by a bishop; nay, so fiur does she carry her 
orthodoxy, that all the argument ia the world will never per- 
suade her that a presbyterian or baptist, or even a mlvmist, has 
any pos^ble chance of going to heaven. Above every thing else, 
however, she abhors paganism ; can scareely refrain firom laying 
triolent hands on a pantheon when she meets with it; and was 
jrery nigh going into hysterics, when my cousm insisted one of 
iiis boys should be christened after our laureate, because the par- 
ion of the parish had told her that Pindar was the name of a 
)agan writer; famous for his love of boxing matdies, wrestling, 
ind horse-racing. To sum up all her qualifications In Uie shortest 
)03sible way, Mrs. Ooddoft is, in the true sense of the phrase, a 
food sort of woman; and I often congratulate my cousin <m. 
)osseasing her. The rest of the &mily ooneusts of Jeremy Cock- 
oft, the younger, who has already been mentioned, and tiie two 
f iss Cocklof^^r rather the young ladies, as they have been 
allod by the servants time out of mind; not that they are really 
oung, the younger beuig somewhat on the shady side of thirty, 
•ut it has ever been the custom to call every member of tifte 
imily young under fifly. In the southeast ooeusr of the house, 
hold quiet possession of an old-fashioned apartment, wb^re my- 
?If and my elbow-chair are suffered to amuse ourselves undid* 
irbed, save at meal times. This apartm^it old Godcloft has 
icetiously denominated cousin Launce's paradise ; and the good 
Ui gentleman has two or three favorite Jokes about it^ wMch are 
iTved up as regularly as the standing &mily dish of beef-steaks 
nd onions, which evenr day maintains its station at the foot of 
16 table, in defiance of mutton, poultry, or even venison itself. 
Though the &mily is apparently small, yet like most old esta- 
ishments of the land it does not want for honorary members, 
is the city rendezvous of the Cocklofts ; and we are continually 
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enKvened by the ocmip&nj of half a score of uncles, aunts, asl 
oonsinfl, in the fortieth remove, fh>m all parts of the countiy, wbn 
profess a wondeiful regard for cousin Christopher; and 0Ye^ 
whehn every member of his household, down to tiie cook in the 
kitdien, with their attentions. We have for three weeks ptA 
been greeted with the company of two worthy old spiiisters, win 
came down from the country to settle a law-suit They hm 
done little else but retail stories of their village neighbors) koit 
stockings and take snuff, all the time they have been here ; the 
whole lamily are bewildered with church-yard tales of sheeted 
ghosts, white horses without heads, and with large goggle ejei 
in their buttocks ; and not one of the old servants daiB budge an 
inch after daric without a numerous company at his heels. Mj 
oousin's visitors, however, always return his hospitality witii doe 
gratitude, and now and then, remind him of their fraternal regard, 
by a present of a pot of apple sweetmeats, or a barrel of soar 
cid3r at Christmas. Jeremy displays himself to great advanti^ 
among his countiy relations, who all think him a prodigy; aoi 
often stand astounded, in '* gaping wonderment,'* at his natonl 
philosophy. He lately frightened a simple old unde almost oat 
of his wits, by giving it as his opinion that the earth would one 
day be scorched to i^es by the eccentric gambols of the fiunoos 
comet, so much talked of; and positively asserted that this worid 
revolved round the sun, and that tke moon was oertainlj 
inhabited. 

The £unily mansion bears equal marks of antiqaity with its 
inhabitants. As the Cocklofts are remarkable for their attachmeot 
to every thing that has remained long in the fitmily, they are 
bigoted towB^ their old edifice, and I dare say would sooner 
have it crumble about their ears than abandon it The conse- 
quence is, it has been so patched up and repaired, that it has 
become as full of whims and oddities as its tenants ; requires to 
be nursed and humored like a gouty old codger^ an aldermao; 
and reminds one of tiie &mous ship in which a^fertaln admiral 
circumnavigated the globe, whidi was so patched and timbered 
in order to preserve so great a curiosity, that at length not a 
particle of the original remained. Whenever the wind blows, tbe 
old mansion makes a most perilous groaning; and ev^y stonn is 
sure to make a day's work for the carpenter, who attends upon it 
as regularly as the lamily physician. This predilection for eyeft 
thing that has been long in the famfly shows itself hi every par- 
ticular. The domestics are all grown gray in the servioe of oar 
house. We have a little, old, crusty, gray-headed negro, wl^e 
has lived through two or three generations of the Cocklofts; asd 
of course has become a personage of no little importanoe in tbe 
household. He calls all the fi^ily by their christiaa names; 
tells long stories about how he dandled them on his knee whea 
they were children; and is a complete Cockloft chronicle for the 
kiflt seventy years. The fiunily caniage was made in the last 
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French war, and the old horaeB'were mort fndabitabfy foaled m 
Noah's ark; resembling maryeiloasly in g^yitj of demeanor, 
those sober animals which may be seen any day df the year in 
the streets of Philadelphia^ walking their snail's pace, a dozen in 
a row, and harmonioiuly jingling their beUa Whim-whoms are 
the inheritanoe of the Cocklofts, and every member of the hoose- 
hold is a homoiist sm ffenerisj from the master down to the foot- 
man. The very cats and dogs are humorists ; and we have a 
little nmty scoundrel of a cor, who, whenever the church bells 
ring, will run to the street door, turn up his nose in the wind, 
and howl most piteously. Jeremy insists that this is owing to a 
jieenliar de&o$cj in the organization of his ears, and supports his 
position by many learned arguments which nobody can under- 
stand ; but I am of opinion that it is a mere Oodcl<^ whim-wham, 
which the little cor indulges, being descended from a race of dogs 
wiuch has flourished m the family ever stnoe the time of my 
grand&ther. A propensity to save every thing that bears the 
stamp of &mily antiquity, has accumulated an abundance of 
trumpery and rubbiah with which the house is incumbered from 
the cellar to the ganret; and every room, and doeet, and comer, 
is crammed with three legged chairs, dodss without hands, 
swords without scabbards, cocked hats, broken ca&dlestidcs, and 
lookmg-glassee, with frames carved into fimtastic shapes of 
feathwed sheepj woolly birds, and other animals that have no 
name except in books of heraldry. The ponderous mahogany 
chairs iu the pariors are of such unwieldy proportions that it is 
quite a serious undertaking to gallant one of them across the 
room ; and sometimes make a most equivocal noise when you sit 
down in a hurry; the mantelpiece is deoorated with Uttle 
lacquered earthen shepherdesses; same of whidi are without 
toes, and others without noses; and the fire-place is garnished 
out with Butch tiles^ exhibiting a great variety of scripture 
pieces^ which my good old soul S a cousin takes infinite delight 
in explaining. — ^Poor Jeremy hates them as he does poison; for 
while a younker, he was obliged by his motiier to learn the history 
of a tile every Simday morning before she would permit him to 
join his play-mates ; tins was a tenrible affiur for Jeremy, who, 
by the time he had lean^ the last, had forgotten the first, and 
was obliged to begin again. He assured me the other day, with 
a round college oath, that if the old house stood out till he 
inherited it, he would have these tilee taken out^ and ground into 
powder, for the perfect hatred he bore them. 

My cousin Christopher enjoys unlimited authority in the 
mansion of his forefotiiera; he is truly what may be termed a 
hearty old blade ; has a florid, sunshine countenance ; and if you 
will only praise his wine, and lau^ at his long stories, himself 
and his house are heartily at your service. — ^The first condition 
is indeed easily complied with, for, to tell the truth, his wine 
is exceUent; but his stories, being not of the best, and often 
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repeated, are apt to create a dispontion to j«wn\ beiog, m 
addition to their other qoalitiea, most vmreasonabljr long. Wa 
prolixity is the more affiicting to me, nnoe I have idl his stcxies 
bj heart ; and when he enters upon one, it raannds me of Newark 
eauaewajf, where the traveller sees the ei^ at the distaace ef 
aereral miles. To the great misfortune of all his acquaiBtance, 
cousin Ooddoft is blest with a most provokiiig reteative memorj; 
and can give day and date, and name and age and dFCumstaaee, 
with the most m^eling precision. These, however, are but 
trivial foibles^ forgotten, or remembered^ only with a kind of 
tender rei^tectifol pity, by ihme who know with what a rieh 
reduiidaa[t harvest of kincUiess and generosity his heart is stored. 
It would delight yoa to see witb what social gjadaess be 
welcomes a visitor into his hoase ; and the poorest Bia& that enten 
his door, never leaves it without a coidial invitataon to sit down, 
and drink a glass of wine. By the honest iamefs round his 
oountiy-eeat, he is looked up to with love and reverenoe; tiiey 
never pass hhn by, without his inquiring alter the weffiure otthek 
&milies, and receiving a cordial shake of his liberal hand. There 
are bat two classes bf people who are thrown out of Hie reach of 
hist hospitality, and tiiese are Frenchmen and democrats. The 
old gentiiematt conaiderB it treason against th(9 mig'esty of good 
breeding^ to speak to any visitor with his hat on ; but^ the 
moment a democrat enters his do<»v ^^ forthwith bids his man 
Pompey bring his hat, puts it on his head, and salutes him with an 
appaihng " well, sir, what do you want with me f" 

He has a profound contempt for Frenchmen, and firmly 
believes, that tl^ eat nothing but fix>g8 and soup-maigre in their 
own country. ^Hua unlucky prejudice is partly owing to mr 
great aunt Pjjola, having be«i many years ago run away with 
by a Frenoh count, who turned out to be the son of a generation 
of barbers;— and partly to a little vivid* spark of toryism, which 
bums in a secret comer of his heart He was a loyal subject of 
tiie otown, has hardly yet recovered the shock of indepeiHlence ; 
and, thoiogh he does not care to own it, always does honor to his 
m^esl^s birthrday, by inviting a few cavaJiera, like hhnsel^ 
to dinner ; and gnidng his (able with more than ordinary festivity. 
If by chasee the revolution is mentioned before him, my covism 
shakes his head; and you ma^ see, if you take good note, a 
lurking smile of contempt in the comer of his eye, which marks a 
decided di8ai^MK>batioQ of the sound. He once, in the folness of 
his heart, obiserved to me that green peas were a month later 
than they were under the old government But ^e most 
eccentric manifestation of loyalty he ever gave, was makizig a 
voyage 'to Hali&x for no oliier reason under heaven, but to hear 
his Uaieaity prayed for in church, as he used to be here formerly. 
This he never could be brought &irly to acknowledge; but it is a 
certain &ct, I assure you. It is not a little augolar that a person, 
so mudi given to long storytelling as my cousin, should take 
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a Bking to another of the same diameter; but so it is with tho 
old gentilemaii : — his prime &yorite and compaoioa is Will Wizatd, 
who is almost a member of the fiimily ; and will sit before the 
fire, with his feet on the massy andirons^ and smoke his segar, 
and screw his phiz, and spin away tremendous long stories of his 
travels, for a whole evening, to the great delight of the old 
gentleman and lady; and especially of the young ladies, who, 
like Desdemona, do *' seriously incline," and listen to him with 
innumerable ''0 dears," "is it possibles," "goody gradouses," 
and loc^ upon him as a second Sinbad the sailor. 

The Miss Cocklofts, whose pardon I crave for not having parti- 
cularly introduced them before, are a pair of delectable damsels; 
who, having purloined and locked up the femily-bible, pass for 
just what age they please to plead guilty to. Barbara, the 
eldest, has long sinoe resigned the character of a belle, and 
adopted Uiat staid, sober, demure, aauff-taking air beooming her 
years and discretion. She is a good-natured soul, whom I never 
saw in a passion but once ; and that was occasioned by seeing an 
old fiivorite beau of hers kiss the hand of a pretty blooming girl ; 
and, in truth, slie only got angry because, as she very properly 
said, it was spoiling the child. Her sister Mabg£Bt, or Machjib, 
as she is fiunuiarly termed, seemed disposed to maintain her post 
as a bdle, until a few months since ; when accidentally hearing a 
gentleman observe that she broke very fast, she suddenly left off 
going to the assembly, took a cat into high &vor, and began to 
rail at the forward pertness of young misses. From that moment 
I set her down &xt an old maid; «id so she is, " by the hand of 
my body." The young ladies are still visited by 8(»ne half dca»n 
of veteran beaux, who grew and flourished in tibe hemi Um, when 
the Miss Oocklofts were quite children ; but have been brushed 
rather rudely by the hand of time, who, to say the trutli, can do 
shnost a^ thmg but make people young. They are, notwith- 
standing, still warm candidates for £e«nale favor ; look venerabljr 
tender, and repeat over and over the same honeyed speeches andf 
sugared sentiments to the little belles that they poured so pror 
fusely into the ears of their mothers. I beg leave here to give 
notice, that by tins sketch I mean no reflection on old bachelors ; 
on the contrary, I hold that next to a fine lady, the 9ie plus u2^a, 
an cdd bachelor to be the most charming being upon earth ; in as 
much as by living in " single blessechiess," he of oourse does just 
as he pleases; and if he has any genius, must acquire a plentiful 
stock g£ whims, and oddities, and whalebone habits; without 
whic^ I esteem a man to be mere beef without mustard: good 
for nothing at all but to run on errands for ladies, take boxes aA 
the theatre, and act the part of a screen at tea-parties, or a walk- ' 
ing-stick in the streets. I merely speak of these old boys who 
infest public walks, pounce xxpon hidiee from every comer of the 
street, and worry, and frisk, andamWe, and OHwr before, behind, 
and round about the fashionable beUes, like old ponies in a pas- 
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tnre, striving to mipply the absence of youthful whim and haaritj, 
by grimaces and grins, and artificial vivacity. I have sometimes 
seen one of tlifise "reverend youths" endeavoring to elevate his 
whitiy passions into something like love, by basking in the son- 
shine of beauty ; and it did remmd me of an old moth attenapting 
to fly througb a pane of glass towards a light, without ever ap- 
proaching near enough to warm itself or scorch its wings. 

Never, I firmly believe, did there exist a fenrily that went more 
by tangents than the Cocklofts. Every thing is governed by whim ; 
and if one member starts a new fi'eak, away all the rest follow on 
like wild geese in a string. As the &aBSXy, the servants, the horses, 
cats and dogs, have all grown old togel^er, they have accommodat- 
ed themselves to each other's habits completely ; and ^ough every 
body of them is full of odd points, angles, rhomboids, and ins and 
outs, yet, somehow or other, they harmonize together like so many 
straight lines ; and it is truly a grateful and refreshing sigiit to 
see them agree so welL 8hould one, however, get out of tune^ it 
is like a cracked fiddle, the whole concern is ajar ; you pereeive a 
eloud over every brow in the house, and even the old chairs seem 
to creak affbtuoso. If my cousm, as he is rather apt to do, betray 
any symptoms of vexation or uneasiness, no matter about what, he 
is worried to death with inquiries, which answer no other end but 
to demonstrate the good will of the inquirer, and put him in a 
passion ; for everybody body knows how provoking it is to be cut 
short in a fit of the bhies, by an impertinent question about ** what 
is the matter ?" when a man can't tell himsel£ I remember a few 
months ago the old gentleman came home in quite a squall ; kicked 
poor Csesar, the mastifi", out of his way, as he came tlirongfa the 
hall; threw his hat on the table with most violent emphasis, and 
pulling out his box, took three huge pinches of snu£^ and threw a 
fourth into the cat's eyes as he sat purring his astonishment at the 
fire-side. This was enough to set the body politic gcnni^; Mrs. 
Cockloft began "my dearing" it as fast as tongue could move; 
the young ladies took each a stand at an elbow of his chair; — 
Jeremy marshalled in the rear ; — the servants came tumbling in ; 
the mastiff put up an inquiring nose; — ^and even grimalkin, after 
he had cleaned his whiskers and finished sneezing, discow^ in- 
dubitable signs of sympathy. Afi»r the most affectionate inquiries 
on all sides, it turned out that my cousin, m crossing the street, 
had got his silk stockhigs bespattered with mud by a coach, which 
it seems belonged to a dashing gentleman who had formerly sup- 
plied the family with hot rolls and mufBns I Mrs. Codilc^ there- 
upon turned up her eyes, and the young ladies their noses ; and it 
would have eddfied a whole congregation to hear the oonveisation 
which took place concerning the insolence of upstarts, and the 
vulgarity of would-be genliemen and ladies, who strive to emei^ 
torn low life by dashing about in carriages to pay a visit two doora 
off; givinff parties to people who laugh at them, and catting all 
thdr old friends. 
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THEATBIOa 
BT WILLIAM WIZAXDy B8Q. 

I WUTT a fim- er^ungs amoe to the tbewtre Moompanied by 
my fiieQd Sniyers, the ooclaiey, who is a man deeply read in tiie 
history of Cinder^ Valentine and Orson, Blue Beard, and all 
those recondite woiks so necessary to enable amaato understand 
the modem drama. Snivers is one of those intolerable fellows 
who will neyer be pleased with any thing until he has tamed and 
twisted it divers ways, to see if it oorrefi^onds with his notimis of 
oongruii^ ; and as he is none of the quickeet in his ratiocinations 
he will sometimes eome out with his approbation, when every 
body else has for^tten the cause which excited it Snivers is, 
moreover, a great critic, for he finds fiuilt with everything ; this 
being -what I understand by modem criticism. He, however, is 
pleased to aeicnowledge that oar theatre is not so despicable, all 
things oonsideared ; aiKl really thinks Cooper one of our best ac- 
tors. The play was Othello, and to speak my mind freely, I think 
I have seen it performed much worse in my time. The actors, I 
firmly b^eve, did their best; and whenever this is the case no 
man has a right to find fault with l^em in my opinion. Little 
BuTHSBFQBD, the Boscius c^ the Philadelphia theatre, looked as 
big as possible; and what he wanted in siae he made up in 
frowning. I like frowning in tragec^: and if a man but keeps 
bis forehead in proper wrinkle, talks big, and takes long strides 
on the stage, I always set him down as a gaeat tragedian ; and so 
does my iHend Snivers. 

Before the first act was over, Snivers began to flourish his crt* 
tical wooden sword like a harlequin. He first found &alt with 
Cooper for not having made himself as black as a negro, **for," 
said he, *' that Otiiello was an arrant black, appears from several 
^expreesiQDS of the play; as for instance, Hhick lips,' * sooty 
bosom,' and a variety of o&ers. I am inclined to think," con- 
tinued he^ " that Othello was an Sgyptian, by birth, from the cir- 
cumstance of the handkerchief given to his mother by a native of ' 
that country; and, if so, he certainly was as blade as my hat; 
for Hezodotas haa told us, that the Egyptians had flat noses and 
flissled hair : a dear proof that they were idl negroes." He did 
not confine hu strictures to this smgle error of the actor, but 
went on to run him down in toto. In this he was seconded by a 
red hot Fhiladdf^ian, who proved, by a string of most eloquent 
logical pons, that Fennel was unquestionably in every respect a 
better actor than Cooper. I knew it was vain to contend with 
them, since I recollected a most obstinate trial of skill these two 
great Baaca had last luring in Philadelphia. Cooper brandished 
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his blood-stained dagger at the theatre— Fennel floarished his 
gnnff-box and shook his wig at the Lyceum, and tlie unforttinate 
Philadelphians were a long time at a loss to decide which 
deserved the pafan. The literati were inclined to give it to Coo- 
per, because lUs name was the most fruitful in puns ; but then, on 
the other side, it was contended that FeamA was the best Greek 
scholar. Souxsely was the town of Strasburgh in a greater hub- 
bub about the courteous stranger's nose ; and it was w«Q that 
the doctors of the uniyendty did not get into the dispute, else it 
might have beccnne a battle of foBoe. At length, after mudi ax- 
ceilent argument had been expended on both sides, recourse was 
had to Cocker's arithmetic and a carpenter's rale; the rival can- 
didates were both measured by one of their most steady-handed 
critks, and by the most exact measurement it was proved that 
lir. Fennel was the greater actor by three in<dies and a quarter. 
Since this demonstration of inferiority, Cooper has never been able 
to hold up his head in Philadelphia^ 

In order to change a conversation in which my favorite. su^ 
fered so mudi, I made some inquiries of the Philadelphian con- 
cerning the two heroes of his theatre, Wood and Cain; but 
I had scarcely menticmed their names, when, wfaadc I he threw a 
whole handAil of puns in my fiM>e; 'twas like a bowl d cbM. 
water. I turned on my heel, had recourse to my tobaooo-boz^ 
and said no more about Wood and Cain ; nor will I ever mora, if 
I can help it, moation their names in the presence of a ^liladel* 
phian. Would that they could leave off punning 1 forlloveeveiy 
soul of them, with a cordial affeotton, warm as th^ own 
generous hearts, and boundless as their hospitality. 

During the performance, I kept an eye on. the oountenanoe 
of my Mend, the ogckney ; because having come aU the way 
from England, and having seen Kemble once, on a visit which he 
made from the button manufactory to Lunnun, I thought his 
phiz might serve as a kind of thermometer to direct my mani&sti^ 
tions of applause or disapprobation. I might as wdl have looked 
at the backside of his head; for I could not, with all my peering, 
pero^ve by his features that he was pleased vnth any thing— 
except himseIC Hishat was twitched a little <» one side, as much 
as to say, " demme, Pm your sorisl" he was sucking the end of a 
little stick ; he was ^^gemman" from head to Ibot; but as to his 
taoe, there wm no more expression in it than In the &oe of a 
Chinese lady on a teacup. On Cooper's giving one of his gun- 
powder explosions of passk^n, I exdaimed, **fine^ very fine I*' 
** Pardon me," said my friend Snivers, "this is damnable t—4he 
gesture, my dear Sir, only look at the gesture 1 how hcHniblel do 
you not observe that the actor slaps his fordiead, whereas, the 
passion not having arrived at the proper height, he should only 
have slapped hi»--poeket-flap?— -this figure of rhetoric is a most 
Important stage tridc, and the proper management of it is what 
peoqliarly distinguishes the great actor from tiie mere plodding 
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medmnioal buffoon. Different degrees of pasftion require different 
slap^ whicdi we critics have reduced to a perfect manual, im- 
proving upon the principle adopted by Frederick of Prussia, by 
deciding that an actor, like a soldier, is a mere machine ; as thus 
— ^the actor, for a mmor burst c^ passion, merely slaps his pocket- 
hole; goodl — for a major burst, he slaps his breast; very good I 
—but for a burst maximus, he whacks away at his forehead, like 
a brave fellow ; this is excellent ! — ^nothing can be finer than an 
exit, slapping the forehead from one end of the stage to the 
other." " Except," replied I, "one of those skips on the breas^ 
which I have sometimes admired in some of our &t heroes and 
lieroines, which make their whole body shake and quiver like a 
pyramid of jelly." 

The Fhiladelphian had listened to this conversation with pro- 
found attention, and appeared delighted with Sm'vers' medianical 
starictures; 'twas natural enough in a man who chose an actor as 
he would a grenadier. He took the opportunity of a pause, to 
enter into a long conversation with my friend ; and was receiv- 
ing a prodigious fund of information concerning the true mode of 
emphasising oonjimctions, shifting scenes, snufSng candles, and 
making thunder and li^tning, better than you can get every 
day from the sky, as practised at the royal theatres; when, as ill 
ludc would have it, they happened to run their heads full butt 
against a new reading. Now this was " a stumper," as our old 
friend Paddle would say; for the Philadelphians are as mveterate 
new-reading hunters as the cockne3rs ; and, for aught I know, as 
well skilled in finding them out. The Philadelphian thereupon 
met the cockney on his own ground ; and at it they went, like 
two inveterate curs at a bone. Snivers quoted Theobald, Han- 
mer, and a host of learned commentators, ^nho have pinned them- 
selves on the sleeve of Shakspeare's immortality, and made the 
old bard, like General Washington, in General Washington's life, 
a most diminutive figure m his own book ; — his opponent chose 
Johnson for his bottle-holder, and thundered him forward like an 
elephant to bear down the ranks of the enemy. I was not long 
in discovering that these two precious judges had got hold of that 
unlucky passage of Shakspeare which, like a straw, has tickled, 
and puzsued, and confounded many a somniferous buzzard of past 
and preient tima It was the celebrated wish of l^esdemona, that 
heaven had made her sudi a man as Othello. Snivers insisted, 
that ^ the gentle Desdemona" merely wished for such a man for 
a husband, which in all conscience was a modest wish enough, 
and very natural in a young lady who might possibly have had a 
predilection for fiat noses: like a certain philosophical great man 
of our day. The Philadelphian contended with all the vehemence 
of a member of Congress, movmg the house to have "whereas," 
or "also," or "nevertheless," struck out of a bill, that the young 
lady vnshed heaven had made her a man instead of a woman, in 
order that she miglit have an opportunity of seeing the " janthro- 
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popbagi, and the men whose heads do grow beneath tlieir shoul- 
ders;" wbid^ was a veiy natural wish, considering the curiosity 
of the sex. On being referred to, I incontinently d^ded in iavor 
of tiie honorable member who spoke last; inasmudi as I think it 
was a very foolish, and tlierefore very natural, wish for a young 
lady to make bef(»re a man she wished to many. It was^ more- 
over, an indication of the viol^it incHnation she felt to wear the 
breeches, which was aftcKrwaida, in ail probabiUty, gratified, if we 
may judge from the title of " our c^tain's captain," given her by 
Cassio, a phrase which, in my opinion, indicates that Othello was, 
at Uiat time, most ignominiouaiy hen-pecked. I believe my argu- 
ments staggered Olivers himself for be looked confoundedly 
queer, and said not another word on the subject 

A little while after, at it he went again on another tack, and 
began to find &ult with Cooper's manner of dying; "it was not 
natural," he s^d, for it had lately been demonstrated by a learned 
doctor of physic, that when a man is mortally stabbed, he ought to 
take a flying leap of at least five feet, and drop down " dead as 
a salmon in a fishmonger's basket" Whenever a man, in the 
predicament above mentioned, departed firom this fundamental 
rule, by falling flat down, like a log, and rolling about for two or 
three minutes, making speeches all the time, the said learned doc- 
tor maintained that it was owing to the waywardness of tiie human 
mind, which delighted in flying in the face of nature, and dying 
in defiance of all her established rules. I replied, " for my part, 
I held that every man had a right of dying in whatever position 
he pleased ; and that the mode of doing it depended altogetiier on 
the peculiar character of the person going to die. A Persian 
could not die in peace unless he had his face turned to the 
east ; a Mahometan would always choose to have his towards 
Mecca; a Frenchman might prefer this mode of throwmg a 
somerset ; but Mynheer Yan Brumblebottom, the Boscius of Rot- 
terdam, always chose to thunder down on his seat of honor 
whenever he received a m<«tal wound. Being a man of ponder- 
ous dimensions, this had a most electrifying efiect, fi>r the whole 
theatre " shook like Olympus at the nod of Jove." The Philar 
delphian was immediately inspired with a pun, and swore that 
Mynheer must be great in a dying scene, since he knew how to 
make the most of his latter end. 

It is the inveterate cry of stage critics, that an actor does not 
perform the character naturally, i^ by chance, he happens not to 
die ezactiy as they would have him. I think the exhibition of a 
play at Pekin would suit them exacUy ; and I wisli, with all my 
heart, they would go there and see one ; nature is there imitated 
with the most scrupulous exactness in every triflmg particular. 
Here an unhappy lady or gentleman, who liappens unluckily to 
be poisoned or stabbed, is left on the stage to writhe and groan, 
and make feces at the audience, until the poet pleases they should 
die ; while the honest folks of the dramatis persona, bless tlieir 
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hearts ! all crowd round and 3rield most potent assiataDce, by 
crying and lamenting most vociferously I the audience^ tender 
souls, pull out their white pocket handkerchief, wipe their eyes, 
blow l^eir noses, and swear it is natural as life, while the poor 
actor is left to die without common Christian comfort In China, 
on the contrary, the first thing they do is to run for the doctor 
and tchooucj or notary. The audience are entertained tliroughout 
the fifth act with a learned consultation of physicians, and if the 
patient must die, he does it secwndum wrtem, and always is 
allowed time to make his wilL The celebrated Ohow-Chow was 
the completest hand I ever saw at killing himself; he always car- 
ried under his robe a bladder of bull*s blood, which, when he 
gave the mortal stab, spirted out to tk^ infinite delight of tile au- 
dience. Not that the ladies of China are more fond of the sight 
of blood than those of our own country ; on the contrary, they 
are remarkably sensitive in this particular ; and we are told by 
the great Linkum Fidelius, that the beautiful Ninny Consequa^ 
one of the ladies of the emperor's seraglio, once tinted away oa 
seeing a jEavorite slave's nose bleed; since which time refinement 
has been carried to such a pitch, that a bui^dned hero is not 
allowed to run himself through the body in the fatse of the audi- 
ence. The immortal Chow-Chow, in conformity to this absurd 
prejudice, whenever he plays the part of Othello, which is 
reckoned his master-piece, always keeps a bold firont, stabs him- 
self slyly behind, and is dead before any body suspects that ha 
has given the mortal blow. 

P. S. — Just as this was going to pressy I was informed by 
Evergreen that Otliello had not been performed here the Lord 
knows when ; no matter, I am not the first that has criticised a 
play without seeing it, and this critique will answer for the last 
perfomoance, if that was a dozsen years ago. 
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No, Vn.— SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 1807. 

LETTER FROM MUSTAPHA RUB-A-DUB KJJLI KHAN» 
TO ASEM HACCHBM, PRINCIPAL SLAVB-DRIVBR TO 
HIS HIGHNESS THE BASHAW OP TRIPOLL 

I PBOMigBD in a fonner letter, good Asem, that I would famish 
thee with a few hints respecting the nature of the government by 
which I am held in durance. Though my inquiries fen* that pur- 
pose have been industrious, yet I am not perfectly satisfied with 
their results ; for thou mayst easily imagine that the vision of a 
captive is overshadowed by tlie mists of illusion and prejudice, 
and the horizon of his speculations must be limited indeed. I find 
that the people of this country are strangely at a loss to determine 
the nature and proper character of their government Even their 
dervises are extremely in the dark as to this particular, and are 
contmually indulging in the most preposterous disquisitions on the 
subject; some have insisted that it savors of an aristocracy; 
others maintain that it is a pure democracy ; and a third set of 
theorists declare absolutely that it is nothing more or less than a 
mohocteicy. The latter, I must confess, though still wide in error, 
have come nearest to the truth. You of course must understand 
the meaning of these different words, as they are derived from the 
ancient Greek language, and bespeak loudly the verbal pover^ 
of these poor infidels, who cannot utter a learned phrase without 
laying the dead languages under contribution. A man, my dear 
A^m, who talks good sense in his native tongue, is held in 
tolerable estimation in this country ; but a fool, who clothes his 
feeble ideas in a foreign or antique garb, is bowed down to as a 
literary prodigy. While I oonversed with these people in plain 
Engli^ I was but little attended to ; but the moment I prosed 
away in Greek, every one looked up to me with veneration as an 
orade. 

Although the dervises differ widely in the particulars above 
mentioned, yet they all agree in terming their government one of 
the most pacific in the known world. I oannot help pitying their 
ignorance, and smiling, at times, to see into what ridiculous errors 
those nations will wander, who are unenlightened by the precepts 
of Mahomet, our divine prophet, and uninstructed by the five 
hundred and forty-nine books of wisdom of the immortal Ibrahim 
Hassan al FustL To caU this nation podflcl most preposterous I 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



it reminds me of the title assomed by the sheck of that murderoua 
tribe of wild Arabs, that .desolate the valleys of Belsaden, who 
styles himself STAR or coubtesy — ^beam of thb mebgy-sbat! 

The simple truUi of the matter is, that these people are totally 
ignorant of their own true character ; for, according to the best 
of my observation, they are the most warlike, and I must say, the 
most savage nation that I have as yet discovered among all the 
barbarians. They are not only at war, in their own way, with 
almost every nation on earth, but they are at the same tune 
engaged in the most complicated knot of civil ware that ever 
infested any poor unhappy country on which All A has denounced 
his malediction I 

To let thee at once into a secret, which is unknown to these peo- 
ple themselves, their government is a pure unadulterated LOOO- 
CEAOT, or government of words. The whole nation does every 
thing viva voce^ or by word of mouth ; and in this manner is one 
of the most military nations in existence. Bvery man who has 
what is here called the gift of the gab, that is, a ^ntiful stock of 
verbosity, becomes a soldier outri^t ; and is fi>r ever in a militant 
state. The country is entirely defended vi ei Hrtgua ; that is to 
say, by force of tongues. The account which I lately wrote to 
our friend, the snorer, reelecting the immense army of six hun- 
dred men, makes nothing against this observation ; that formida- 
ble body being kept up, as I have already observed, only to amuse 
their &ir country-women by their splendid appearance and nod- 
ding plumes ; and are, by way of distinction, dencnninated the 
" defenders (^ the &ur." 

In a logocracy thou well knowest there is little or no occasion 
for fire-arms, or any such destructive weapons. Every offensive or 
defensive measure is enforced by w<H^y battle, and paper war; he 
who has the longest tongue, or readiest quill, is sure to gain the 
victory, — ^will carry horror, abuse, and inknshed into the very 
trenches of the enemy; and, without mercy or remorse, put men, 
women and children; to tiie point of the — pen I 

There is still preserved in this country some remains of that 
gothic spirit of knight-errantry, which so much annoyed the 
faithful in the middle ages of the heg^ As^ notwithstanding 
their martial disposition, they are a people much given to com* 
merce and agriculture, and must, neoe^arily, at certm seasons 
be engaged in these employments, they have accommodated them- 
selves by appointing kn^hts, or constant warricHnt, incessant 
brawlers, similar to those who, in former ages, swore eternal 
enmity to the fbllowere of our divine prophet— These knights^ 
denominated editors or slang-whangebs, are appointed in every 
town, village, and district, to carry on both foreign and intenud 
war&re, and may be said to keep up a constant firing *' in worda** 
Oh, my friend, could you but witness the encnrmities sometimea 
committed by these tremendous slang^whangers, your very turban 
would rise with b<»Tor and astonishment I have se^ them ex- 
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tend their ravages even into the Iritchens of their opponents, and 
annihilate the yery cook with a blast ; and I do assure thee, I 
beheld one of these warriors attack a most venerable bashaw, 
and at one stroke of his pen lay him open from the waistband of 
his breeches to his chin I 

There has been a civil war carrying on with great violence for 
some time past, in consequence of a conspiracy, among the 
higher classes, to dethrone his hi^mess, the present bashaw, and 
place another in his stead. I was mistaken when I formerly as- 
serted to thee that this dissatisfaction arose from his wearing red 
breeches. It is true the nation have long held that color in great 
detestation, in consequence of a dispute they had some twenty 
3rears since with the barbarians of the British islands. The color, 
however, is again rising into favor, as the ladies have transferred 

it to their heads from the bashaw's ^bodv. The true reason, I 

am told, is, that the bashaw absolutely renises to believe in the 
deluge, and in the story of Balaam^s ass ; — maintaining that this 
aninud was never yet permitted to talk except in a genuine logo- 
cracy ; where, it is true, his voice may often be heard, and is lis- 
tened to with revMence, as ^ the voice of the sovereigpi people." 
Kay, so fiur did he carry his obstinacy, that he absolutely invited 
a professed antediluvian from the Gallic empire, who illuminated 

the whole country with his principles uid his nose. This was 

enough to set the nation in a blaze ;— -every slang-wfaanger re- 
sorted to his tongue or his pen ; and ibr seven years have they 
oarried on a most inhuman war, in which volumes of words have 
been expended, oceans of ink have been shed; nor has any 
mercy been shown to age, sex, or condition. Every day have 
these slang-whangera made ftirious attacks on eadi other, and 
upon their respective adherents; discharging their heavy artillery, 
consisting of large sheets, loaded with scoundrel I villain 1 liar f 
rascal 1 numskull ! nincompoop! dunderhead I wiseacre I block- 
head 1 jackass 1 and I do swear, by my beard, though I know 
thou wilt scarcely credit me, that in some of these skirmishes the 
grand bashaw himself has been wofully pelted I yea, most igno- 
miniously pelted 1 — and yet have these talking desperadoes es- 
caped without the bastinado I 

Bvery now and then a slang-whanger, who has a longer head, 
or rather a longer tongue than tiie rest, will elevate his piece and 
discharge a shot quite across the ocean, levelled at the head of 
the emperor of France, the king of England, or, wouldst thou 
believe it, oh I Asem, even at his sublime highness the bashaw 
joi Tripoli; these long pieces are loaded with single ball, or 
langrage, as tyrant I usurper 1 robber! tyger! monster! and 
thou mayest well suppose they occasion great distress and dismay 
in the camps of the enemy, and are marvellously annoying to the 
crowned heads at which they are directed. The slang-mianger, 
though perhaps the mere champion of a village, having fired off 
bis shot, struts about witli great self-congratulation, chuckling at 
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the prodigioas bostle he must have ooeftsioned, and seems to ask 
of every stranger, "well, sir, what do they thmk of me in 
Europe?"* This is saffident to show you the maimer in which 
these bloody, or rather windy fellows fight ; it is the only mode 
allowable in a logooracy or government of words. I would also 
observe that their civil wars have a thousand ramifications. 

While the fury of the battle rages in the metropolis, every little 
town and village has a distinct broil, growing like ezcresoenoes 
out of the grand national altercation, or rather agitating within 
it^ like those complicated pieces of mechanism where there is a 
" wheel within a wheel" 

But in nothing is the verbose nature of this government more 
evident, than in its grand national divan, or congress, where the 
laws are fhuned: this is a blustering, windy assembly, where 
every thing is carried by noise, tumult and debate ; for thou must 
know, that the members of this assembly do not meet together to 
find wisdom in the multitude of counsellors, but to wrangle, call 
each other hard names, and hear themselves talk. When the 
congress opens, the bashaw first sends them a long message, i e. 
a huge mass of words — vox etpreterea nihil, all meaning nothing; 
because it only tells them what they perfectly know dready. 
Then the whole assembly are thrown into a ferment, and have a 
long talk about the quantity of words that are to be returned in 
answer to this message; and here arise many disputes about the 
correction and alteration of " if so he's," and " how so everts." A 
month, perhaps, is spent in thus determining the precise number 
of words the answer shall contain; and then another, most pro- 
bably, in concluding whether it shall be carried to the bashaw on 
fdot, on horseback, or in coaches. Having settled this weighty 
matter, they next fall to work upon the message itself, and hold 
as much chattering over it as so many magpies over an addled 
egg. This done, they divide the message into small portions, and 
deHver them into the hands of little juntoes of tinkers, oilled 
committees; these juntoes have each a world of talking about 
their respective paragraphs, and return the results to the grand 

NOTBy BT WILIiUH WIZABD, ESQ. 

* The asffe MaataphA, when he wrote the above paraffraph, had probably 
in his eye the fallowing anecdote; related either oy Linkom Fiaelios, or 
JoeephUB Millertaa, mlgarly oaHed Joe Miller, oflSMMtloiu memory. 

The captain of a slave-reasel, on hia first landing on the coaat of Guinea, 
observed nnder a palm-tree, a negro chlel^ sitting most m^estically on a 
stamp; while two women, with wooden spoons, were administering his 
favorite pottage of boiled rice ; which, as hu imperial majesty was a little 
greedf, would part of it escape the place of destination and ran down his 
chin. The watchfiil attendants were particularly careftil to intercept these 
scape-grace particles, and return them to their proper port of entry. As 
the captain approached, in order to admire this curious exhibition of 
royalty, the great chief clapped his hands to his sides, and saluted his visitor 
with the foUowiag pompons qnestlon, ** well, sir 1 what do they say of me m 
England r* 
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diTUD, which ihrthwith (alia to and retalks Ui6 matter met more 
earnestly than ever. Now after all, it is an even chance that the 
subject of this prodigiaus arguing, quarrelling, and talking, is an 
itfair of no importance, and ends entirely in smoke. May it not 
then be said, the whole nation have been talking to no purpose? 
The people, in lact, seem to be somewhat consdous of this pro- 
pensity to talk, by which they are characterized, and have a 
SiYorite proverb on the subject, viz., "all talk and no cider ;" this 
IS particularly applied when their congress, or assembly of all the 
sage chatterers of the nation, have chattered through a whole ses- 
sion, in a time of great peril and momentous event, and have 
done nothinff but exhibit the length of their tongues and the 
emptiness of their heada This £as been the case more than 
once, my fiiend; and to let thee into a secret, I have been told 
in confidence, that there have been absolutely several old women 
smuggled into congress from different parts of the empire; who^ 
having once got on the breeches, as thou mayest weU imagine, 
have taken the lead in debate, and overwhelmed the whole 
assembly with their garrulity ; for my part, as times go, I do not 
see why old women should not be as eligible to public oomidls 
as old men who possess their dispositions; — ^they certainly are 
eminently possessed of the qualifications requisite to govern in a 
logocracy. 

Nothmg, as I have repeatedly insisted, can be done in this 
country without talking; but they take so Icmg to talk over a 
measure, that by the time they have determined upon adopting 
it^ the period has elapsed whi^ was proper for carrying it into 
effect Unhappy nation I thus torn to pieces by intestine talks I 
never, I fear, will it be restored to tranquillity and silence. 
Words are but breath ; breath is but air; and air put into motion 
is nothing but wind. This vast empire, therefore, may be com- 
pared to nothing more or less than a mighty windmill, and the 
orators, and the chatterers, and the slang-whangers, are the breezes 
that put it in motion; unluckily, however, they are apt to bJow 
different ways, and their blasts counteracting each other — ^the 
mill is perplexed, the wheels stand still, the grist is unground, and 
the miller and his family starved. 

Everything partakes of the windy nature of the government 
In case of any domestic grievance, or an insult from a foreign foe, 
the people are all in a buzz; — town-meetings are immediately 
held where the quidnuncs of the city repair, each Uke an atlas, 
with the cares of the whole nation upon his shouldera, each reso- 
lutely bent upon saving his country, and eadi swelling and 
strutting like a turkey-cock; puffed up with words, and wind, 
and nonsense. After bustling, and buzzing, and bawling for 
some time, and after each man has shown hunself to be indubita- 
bly the greatest personage in the meeting, they pass a string of 
resolutions, t. e, worde^ which were previously prepared f<Hr tbe 
purpose ; these resolutions are whimsioally denominated the sense 
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of the meeting, and are sent off for the instroction of the reigning 
bashaw, who receives them graciously, puts them into his red 
breeches podcet, forgets to read them — and so the matter end& 

As to lus highness, the present bashaw, who is at the reiy top 
of the logocracy, never was a dignitary better qualified for his 
station. He is a man of superlative ventosity, and comparable 
to nothing but a huge bladder of wind. He talks of yaaquishing 
all opposition by the fbroe of reason and philosophy: throws his 
gauntlet at all the nations of the earth, and defies them to meet 
him — on the field of argument I — is the national dignity insulted, 
a case in which his highness of Tripoli would immediat^y call 
forth his forces; — —the bashaw of America — utters a speech. 
Does a foreign hivader molest the commerce in the very mouth of 
the harbors ? an insult which would induce his highness of Tripdi 
to order out his fleets ; — ^his highness of Amerio»~^tters a speech. 
Are the free citizens of America dragged from on board the ves- 
sels of their oountiy, and forcibly detained in the war ships of 
another power ?--4us highness utters a speech. Is a peaceable citi- 
zen killed by the marauders of a foreign power, on the very shcnres 
of his country — his highness utters a speech. Does an alarming 
insurrection break out in a distant part of the empire ? — ^his high- 
ness utters a i^eech! — nay, more, for here he shows his "ener- 
gies :'' — ^he most intrepidly dispatches a isoxuvsr <m horseback, and 
orders him to ride one hundred and twenty miles a day, with a 
most formidable army of proclamations, L e. a collection of words, 
packed up in his saddle-bags. He is instructed to show no fi&vor 
nor affection ; but to charge the thickest ranks c^the en^ny ; and 
to speechify and batter by words the conspiracy and the conspi- 
rators out of ezistenca Heavens, my Mend, what a deal of 
blustering is here I it reminds me of a dunghill cock in a &rm- 
yard, who, having accidentally in his scratchings found a worm, 
immediately begms a most vociferous cackling ;— calls around him 
his hen-hearted companions, who run chattering firom all quarters 
to gobble up the pocff* little worm that happ^ed to turn under 
bis eye. Oh, Asem I Asem I on what a prodigious great scale is 
every thing in this country! 

Thus, then, I conclude my observations. The infidel nations 
have each a separate dbanicteristic trait, by which they may be 
distinguished ih>m each other: — ^tfae Spaniards, for instuice, may 
be said to sleep upon every affair of importance ;-^the Italians to 
fiddle upon everything; — ^the French to dance upon everything; 
—the Germans to smoke upon everything ;~4he British i^anders 
to eat upon everything ;— and the windy subjects of the American 
logocracy to talk upon everything. 

For ever thine, 

MUSTAPHA. 
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FROM THB MILL OF PINDAR COOKLOBT, ESQ. 

How c^ in imudng mood my heart reoallB, 
Irom grey-beard father Time's obhyious hallfl^ 
The modes and maxims of my early day, 
Long in those dark recesses stow'd away : 
Drags once more to the cheerful realms of light 
Those buckram fi»hions, long since lost in nighty 
And makes, like Endor's witch, once more to rise 
My grogram grandames to my raptm^ eyes ! 

Shades of my fhthers! in your pasteboard skirts^ 
Tour broidered waistcoats and your plaited shirts^ 
Tour Ibrmal bag-wigs— wide-extended cul&, 
Tour five inch chitterlings and nme inch ruffii! 
Gods! how ye strut, at times, in ail your state, 
Amid the Tisions of my thou^tful pate ! 
I see ye move the solemn minuet o'er, 
The modest foot scarce rising from the floor; 
No thundering rigadoon with boisterous prance^ 
No pigeon-wing disturb your contre-danst. 
But silent as the gentle Lethe's tide, 
Adown the festive maze ye peaceild glide I 

Still in my mental eye each name appears— 
Each modest beauty of departed years ; 
Close by mamma I see her stately march, 
Or sit, in all the majesty oS starch ; — 
When ^ the dance a stranger seeks her hand, 
I see her doubting, hesitating stand ; 
Tield to his claim with most fastidious gvaoe^ 
And sigh for her intended in his place 1 

Ah I golden days; when every gentle filir 
On sacred Sabbath conn'd with pidus oare 
Her holy bible, or her prayer-book o'er. 
Or studied honest Bunyan's drowsy lore ; I 

Travell'd with him the paoRZH's FBdesans titroug):^ 
And storm'd the fiunous town of MAK-eoirL too >— 
Beat Eye and Ear-gate up with thundering jar. 
And fought triumphant through the holt was; 
Or if, perchance, to lights works mdined, 
They sought with novels to relax the mui^ 
Twas Grandison'b politely ibrmal page, 
Or CLRLIA or PiJCBLA Were the rage. 

No plays were then — theatrics were unknown— > 
A learned pig — a dancing monkey shown — 
The leats of Punch — a cunning juggler's slight. 
Were sure to fill each bosom with delight 
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An honest, edrnple, humdrum race we were^ 
Undazzled yet by fashion's wUdering glare ; 
Our manners unreserved, devoid of gi^e, 
We knew not then the moderft monster style : 
Style, that with pride each empty bosom swellf^ 
Puffs boys to manhood, little girls to belles. 

Scarce from the nursery freed, our gentle &ar 
Are yielded to tiie dandng-maater's care ; 
And e^er the head one mite of sense can gain, 
Are introduced 'mid folly's frippery train. 
A stranger's grasp no longer gives alarms, 
Our fair surrender to their very arms. 
And in the insidious waltz (1) will swim and twitt% 
And whirl and languish tenderly divine! 
Oh, how I hate this loving, hugging dance ; 
This imp of Grermany-^-brought up in France : 
Nor can I see a niece its wmdings trace, 
But all the honest blood glows in my ISaee. 
" Sad, sad refinement this," I often say, 
(< 'Tis modesty indeed refined away I 
"Let Fiance its whim, its sparkling wit supply, 
" The eaisy grace that captivates tl^ eye; 
" But curse their waltz — their loose lascivious arts, 
" That smooth our manners, to corrupt our hearts! (1^) 
Where now those books, from which in days of yore 
Our mothers gain'd their literary store ? 
Alas ! stiff skirted Grandison gives place 
To novels of a new and rakish race ; 
And honest Bunyan^s pious dreaming lore^ 
To the lascivious rhapsodies of Moose. 
And, last of all, behold the mimic stage, 
Its morals lend to polish off the age, 
With flimsy iatce, a comed/ miscajl'd, 
Gamish'd with vulgar cant, and provettM bal^ 
With puns most puny, and a plenteous store 
Of smutty jokes, to catch a gallery roar. 
Or see, more frubal, graced with eirery art 
To charm and captivate the female heart, 
The &l8e, 'Hhe gallant, gay Lothario" eainlei^ (3) 
And loudly boasts his base seductive wiles;— 
In glowing colors paints Calista's wrongs, 
And with voluptuous scenes the tale prolonga, 
When Cooper lends his &scinating powers, 
Decks vice itself in bright alluring flowers, 
Pleased with hh manly grace, his youthful dra, 
Our £air are lured the viUain to admire ; 
While humbler virtue, like a stalking horse, 
Struts clumsily and croaks in honest MoBSB. 

Ah, hapless days! when trials thus corobioe^ 
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In pleafliog gart) asBoil the ftmale mind ; 
When every smooth ingidious snare is sptead 
To sap the morals and delude the head 1 
Not Shadrach, Meshach atid Abed-nego, 
To prove tiieir &ith and virtue here below, 
Gould more an angel's helping hand require 
To guide their t^ps uninjured through the fir^ 
Where had but heaven its guardian ttd denied, 
The hcHj trio in the proof had died. 
J£, then, their manly vigor sought supplies 
From the bright stranger in celestial guise, 
Alas I can we torn feebter natures clmm. 
To brave seduoticm's ordeal, firee firom blame; 
To pass through fire unhurt Hke golden ore, 
Though ANGSL MisBiOKB bless the earth no more I 



NOTES» BY WILLIAM WIZARD, ESQ. 

1. Waltz.] As many of the retired mcOrans of fftis cUfy, unskOkd 
in " gestic lore," are doubtless ignorant of the movements and figures 
of this modest exhibitionf IwUl endeavor to give some accotaU of it, 
in order that they may kam voTiat odd campers {heir da/ughiers some^ 
times cut wJienfrom under their guardian wings. 

On a signai being given Ity (he musiCj the gewUenum seizes the Utdy 
rmmd her waist; the ladyj scorning to be outdone in courtesy^ very 
politely takes the genUeman round the neck, with one arm resting 
against his shoulder to prevent encroachments. Away then ^ijey go, 
eiout, and about, and about^" About w?iat, wrf" — about the room, 
madam, to be sure, 7he whole economy of this dance consists tn 
turning round and round the room in a certain measured step : and 
it is truly astomshing thai this continued revohdion does not set aU 
their heads swimming Wee atop; bull have been positively assured 
that it only occasions a gentle sensation whu^ is mxtrveBousty agree- 
able. In the eowrse of this circumnavigation, the dancers, in order 
to give the charm of variety, are continadUy changing their rMxve 
situations ; — now the genUeman, meaning no harm in the worid, I 
assure you, madam, carelessty flings his arm about the lady^s neck, 
with an air of celestial impudence; and anon, the lady, meaning as 
Utile harm as the genUeman, takes h4m round the waist with most 
ingenuous modest ktnguishment, to the greed deUghi of numerous spec- 
Udors and amateurs, who generaUy form a ring, as the mob do iAout 
a pair of amassons pvUing caps, or a covpU of fighting mastiffs. 

After conHnuing this divine interchange of hands, arms, et cetera, 
for haJif an hsuir or so, the lady begins to Ure, and wWi ^^eyes i^ 
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raisedf^ in moH hewUtJmg languor peiUions her partner for a Uttte. 
more support This is ciways given without TiesitaHon, The lady 
leans gently on his shoMer^ their (vrms entwine in a thousand seduc- 
ing mischievous curves — donH he olarTned, madam — Qfc>9er and 
closer they approach each other^ and in condusioT^j Vie pmftCes being 
overcome wUh eostatic fatiguej the lady seems almost siMng into the 
genUeman^s omw, and then — " WeUj sir/ and whai thenf* — Lord, 
viadam, how sJioiiid I know t 

2.] My friend Pindar j and, in fact^ ottr whole juntOj has been ac- 
cused of an unreasonable hostiUty to the French nation; and lam 
informed by a Parisian correspondent, ikat our first number played 
the very deoU in the court of St Cloud. His imperial mqjesty got 
into a most outrageous passion, and being withal a waspish UtUe 
genSeman, had nearly kicked his bosom friend, Talleyrand, out of 
tfie cabinet, in the paroxysms of his wrath. He insisted upon it (hat 
the nation was assayed in its rnosi vital part, being, like AchiUes, 
extremely sensitive to any attacks upon the hed. When my corre- 
spondent seat off his despatches, it was siiU in doubt what measures 
would be adopted ; but it was strongly suspected that vehement repre- 
sentations would be made to our government. Willing, therefore, to 
save our executive from any embarrassrneni on the subject, and above 
aU, from the disagreeable attemative of sending an apology by the 
HOBNBT, we do assure Mr. Jefferson, that there is nothing further 
from owr thoughts than the subversion of the GdUie empire, or any 
attack on the interests, tranquillity, or reputation of Gie nation at 
large, which we seriously declare possesses the highest rank in our 
estimation. Nothing less than the national welfare cotdd Jutve in- 
duced us to trouble ourselves with this explanation; and in the name 
of the junto, I once more declare, that when we toast a Frenchman, 
we merely mean one of these inoonnus, w?io swarmed to this country 
from the kitchens and barbers* shops of Nantz, Bordeaux, and Mar" 
settles; — played game of leap-frog at aU our balls and assemblies ; — 
set this unhoippy town hopping mad; — and passed themselves off on 
our tender-hearted damsels for unfortunate noblemen — ruined in the 
revolution I Such only can wince at the lash, and accuse us of seve- 
rity ; and we shonM he mortified in the extreme if they did not fed 
our wdl-vntended casHgaHon. 

3. Fair Penitent] The story of this play, if told in its native 
language, would exhi>U a scene of guiU and shame, which no modest 
ear could listen to ufi&iout shrinking with disgust ; but, arrayed as 
it is, in aU the splendor of harmonious, rich^ and polished verse, it 
steals into the heart like some gay, hjuxvrious, smooth-faced viUain, 
and betrays it insensibly to immoraliiy and vice ; our very sympor 
thy is enlisted on the side of guiU ; arid the piety of AUamont, and 
the gentleness of Lavvnia, are lost in the splendid debaucheries of the 
*' gallant, gay Lothario,^^ and the blustering, hollow repentance of the 
fair Galista, whose sorrow reminds its of that of Papers Heloise — "i 
mourn the lover, not lament the fatdV* Nothing is more easy than 
to banish such plays from our stage. Were owr ladies, instead of 
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erowding io §ee ikem Offom and offoin repeatad^ to dtBetnurage their 
eaMntion by absence, the stage would soon be indeed the school of 
maraiUyf and the number of "Ihir Penitents,** in a& probdbQiUy, 
dmmitk, 
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NO. VIIL— SATURDAY, APRIL 18 1807. 

BY ANTHOmr EYERGREBN, GBNT. 

**Iii all thy hnittOTB, whether gnve m meUow, 
Thoa'rt extKh a toachy. testy, pleasant fellow; 
Rast so mach wit, and mirth, and spleen abmit thee, 
There ia no liTing with thee— nor withoat thee." 

'* Nkyxil in the memory of the oldest infaabltaiit, has there been 
known a miore backwaid spring/' This is the universal remark 
among the almanac quidnuncs, and weather-wiseacres of the 
day ; and I have heard it at least fifty-fire limes firom old Mrs. 
Cockldfty who, poor woman, is one of those walking almanacs that 
foretell every snow, rain, or frost, by the shooUng of corxis, a pain 
in the bones, or an " ugly stitch in the side." I do not recollect, 
in the whole course of my life, to have seen the month of March 
indulge in such untoward capers, caprices^ and coquetries, as it 
has done this year: I might have forgiven these vagaries, had 
they not completely knocked up my friend Langstaff; whose 
feelings are ever at the mercy of a weatheroock, whose spirits 
sink and rise with the mercury of a barcnnetef, and to whom an 
east wind is as obnoxious as a SidlLan sirocco. He was tempted 
some time since, by the fineness of the weather, to drees himself 
with more than ordinary care, and take his morning stroll ; but 
before be had half finished his peregrination, he was utteriy dis- 
comfited, and driven home by a tremendous squall of wind, hail, 
rain, and snow, or, as he testily termed it, " a most villanous con- 
gregation of vapors." 

This was too much fat the patience of firiend Latmcelot ; he 
declared be would humor the weather no longer in its whim- 
whams ; and, according to his immemorial custom on these occa- 
sions, retreated in high dudgeon to his elbow-chair to lie in of the 
Bpleen and rail at nature for being so fantastteal : — " confound the 
jade," he frequently exdaims, *' what a pity nature had not been 
of the masculine instead of the feminine gender; ^e almanac 
makers might then have calculated with some degree of certainty." 

When I^gstaff invests himself with the spleen, and gives 
audience to t^ blue devils from his elbow-chair, I would not ad- 
vise any of his fiiends to come within gunshot of his citadel with 
the benevolent purpose of administ^ng consolation or amuse- 
ment for he is then as crusty and oEabhed as that &moiii8 ooiner 
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of fijfle money Dk)g€meBhim8el£ Indeed his room is al such tunes 
inacoessible ; and old Pompey is the only soul that can gain 
admissioQ, or ask a question with impunity; the truth is, tha^ on 
these occasions there is not a straw's difference between them, 
for Pompey is as grum and grim and Cjmical as his master. 

Launcelot has now been above three weeks in this deao^aJto 
situation, and has, therefore, had but little to do in our last num- 
ber. As he oould not be prevailed on to give any account of liim- 
self in our introduction, I will take the opportunity of his confine- 
ment, while his back is turned, to give a ^ht sketch of his char 
racter ; — ^fertile in whim-whams and bachelorisms, but rich in many 
of the sterling qualities of our nature. Annexed to this articLe, 
our readers will perceive a striking likeness of my firiend which 
was taken by that cunning rogue "WiU Wizard, who peeped 
through the key-hole and sketched it oS, as honest Launcelot sat 
by the fire, wrapped up in his flannel robe de chambre^ and indulg- 
ing in a mortal fit <^ the hyp. Now take my word for it, genUe 
reader, this is the most auspicious moment in which to touch off 
the phiz of a genuine humcuist. 

Of the antiquity of the Lazigstaff &mily I can say bat litde; 
except that I have no doubt it is equal to that of most fiunHies 
who have the privilege of making their own pedigree, without the 
impertinent interposition of a college of Heralds. My frigid 
Launcelot is not a man to blazon anything ; but I have heard him 
talk with great oomplaoency of his ancestor, Sir Rowland, who 
was a da^ng buck in the days of Hardiknute, and broke the 
head of a gigantic Dane, at a game of quarter-staff, in presence of 
the whole court In memcMry of this gallant exploit, Sir Rowland 
was permitted to take the name of Langstoffe, and to assume as a 
crest to his arms, a hand grasping a cudgeL It is, however, a 
foible so ridiculously common in this counfiy for people to daim 
consanguinity with all the great personages of their own name in 
Europe, that I should put but little fietith in this family boast of 
friend Langatafll^ did I not know him to be a man <^ most unques- 
tionable veracnty. 

The whole world knows already that my friend is a bachelor ; 
for he ifl^ or pretends to be, exceedingly proud of lus personal in- 
dependence, and takes care to make it known in all companies 
where strangers are present He is for ever vaunting the pre- 
cious state of "single blessedness," and was, not long ago, con- 
siderably startled at a proposition of one of his great fiivorites, 
Miss Sophy Sparkle, '^tiiat old bachdors should be taxed as 
luxuries." Launcelot immediately hied him home and wrote a 
tremendous long representation in their behaUJ which I am resolved 
to publish if it is ever attempted to carry the measure into opera- 
tion. Whether he is sincere in these professions, or whether his 
present situation is owing to choice or disappointment, he only 
can tell ; but if he ever does tell, I wiU suffer myself to be shot 
by the first lady's ^ye that caa twang an arrow. In his youth he 
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WM fbr erer in love; bat it was his mislbFtane to be contkiuaUy 
orossed and riyalled by his bosom firiend and oontemp<Mrai7 beau, 
Pindar Cockloft, Esq., for as Langstaff never made a confidant on 
these occasiona, his friend never knew which waj his affections 
pointed ; and so, between them both, the lady generally iriipped 
through their fingera. 

It has ever been tiie miafortatte of Laancelot, that he could Qot 
for the soul of him restndn a good thing; and this fatality hSs 
drawn upon him the ill-will of many whom he would not have 
emended for the WOTld. With the kindest heart under heaven, 
aadd the most benevolent disposition towards every being around 
him, he has been continually betrayed by the mischievous viva- 
city of his &ncy, and the good-humored waggery of his feelings, 
into satirical siUlies wMdi have been treasured up by the invidi* 
ous, and retailed out with the bitter sneer of malevolence, instead 
of the playful hilarity of countenance which originally sweetened 
and tempered and disarmed them of their sting. These misre- 
presentations have gained him many reproaches and lost him 
many a fiiend. 

This unlucky dbaracteristic played the mischief with him in one 
of his love affairs. He was, as I have before observed, often op- 
posed in his gallantries by that formidable rival, Pindar Cockloft, 
Esq., and a most formidable rival he was ; for he had ApoUo, the 
nine muses, together with all the joint tenants of Olympus to 
bade him ; and every body knows what important confederates 
they are to a lover. Poor Launcelot stood no chance ; the lady 
was cooped up in the poet's comer of eveiy weekly paper ; and 
^' length Pindar attacked her with a sonnet, that took up a 
wrhole column, in which he enumerated at least a dozen cardinal 
virtues, together with innumerable others of inferior consideration. 
Launcelot saw his case was desperate, and that unless he sat 
down forthwith, be-cherubimed and be-angeled her to the skies, 
and put every virtue under the sun in requisition, he might as 
well go hang himself and so make an end of the business. At 
it, therefore, he went ; and was going on veiy swimmingly, for 
in the space of a dozen lines he had enlisted under her command 
at least three score and ten substantial house-keeping virtues, 
when unluckily for Launcelot's reputation as a poet and the lady's 
as a saint, one of those confounded good thoughts struck his 
laughter-loving brain— it was irresistible ; away he went, fbll 
sweep before the^wind, cutting and dashing, and ti<^ed to death 
with his own fun : the ocmsequence was, that by the time he had 
finished, never was poor lady so most ludicrously lampooned 
since lampooning came into fashion. But this was not half; so 
hugely was Launcelot pleased with this frolic of his wits, that 
nothing would do but he must show it to the lady, who, as well 
she might, was mortally offended, and forbid him her presence. 
Hy fiiend was in despair, but, through the interference of his 
generous rival, was permitted to make bis apology, which, how* 
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efBT, most nnluGkil/ happened to be rather wofse than the ori- 
ginal offence ; for though he had studied an eloquent oomplimeDt, 
yet as ill-luck would have it^ a most preposterous whim-wham 
knocked at his pericranium, and inspired ^lim to say some con- 
summate good things, whi<^ aU put togethw, amounted to a 
downright hoax, and provoked the lady's wrath to such a degree, 
that sentence of etenud banishment was awarded against him. 

Launcelot was inconsolable, and determined in the true style 
of novel heroics to make the tour of Burope, and endeavor to 
lose the recollection of this misfortune amongst the gaieties of 
France, and the classic charms of Italy ; he accordingly took pas- 
sage in a vessel, and pursued his voyage prosperously as far as 
Ssmdy-Hook, where he was seized with a violent fit of sea-sick- 
ness ; at wliich he was so affronted that he put his portmanteau 
into the first pilot-boat, and returned to town completely cured 
of his love and his rage for travelling. 

I pass over the subsequent amours of my fiiend Langstaff, 
being but little acquainted with them ; ibr, as I hare already 
mentioned, he never was known to make a confidant of any 
body. He always affirmed a man must be a fool to fS&Il in love, 
but an idiot to boast of it ; ever denominated it the villanous pas- 
sion ; lamented that it could not be cudgelled out of the human 
heart ; and yet could no more live without belog in love with 
somebody or other than he could without whim-whams. 

My friend Launcelot is a man of excessive irritability of nerve, 
and I am acquMnted with no one so susceptible of the petty 
'^miseries of human life;" yet its keener evils and misfortunes be 
);ear8 without shrinking, and however they may prey in secret oo 
his happiness, he never complains. This was strikingly evinced 
in an affair where his heart was deeply and irrevocably concerned, 
and in which his success was ruined by one for whom he had 
long cherished a warm friendship. The circumstance cut poor 
Langstaff to the very soul; he was not seen in company foiF 
months afterwards, and for a long time he seemed to retire within 
himself and battle with the poignancy of his feelings ; but not a 
murmur or a reproach was heard to &11 torn his lips, though, at 
the mention of his friend's name, a shade of melancholy might be 
observed stealing across his face, and his voice assumed a touching 
tone, that seemed to say, he remembered his treachery *^ more in 
sorrow than in anger." This affifur has given a slight tinge of 
Badness to his disposition, which, however, does not prevent his 
entering into the amusements of the world; the only effect it 
occasions, is that you may occasionally observe him, at the end 
of a lively conversation, sink for a few minutes into an apparent 
forgetfulneas of surrounding objects, during which time he seems 
to be indulging in some melancholy retrospection. 

Langstaff inherited fh}m his father a love of literature, a dis- 
position for castle building, a mortal enmity to noise, a sovereign 
antipalAiy to cold weather and brooms, and a j^ntiful stodc of 
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whim-whams. From the delicacy of his nerves he is pecuKarly 
sensible to discordant sounds ; the rattling of a wheelbarrow is 
"horrible;" the noise of children "drives him distracted;" and 
he once left excellent lodgings mevely because the lady of the 
house wore high-heeled shoes, in which she clattered up and 
down stairs, till, to use his own emphatic expression, " they made 
life loathsome" to him. He suffers annual martyrdom tcom the 
razor-edged zephyrs of our " balmy spruog," and solemnly dedares 
that the boasted month of May has become a perfect " vagabond." 
As some people have a gpreat antipathy to cats, and can tell when 
one is locked up in a doeet^ so Launcelot declares his feelings 
always announce to him the ne^hborhood of a broom; a 
household implement which he abominates above all others. 
Nor is there any living animal in the world that he holds in more 
utter abhorrence than what is usually termed a notable house- 
wife ; a pestilent bemg, who, he protests, is the bane of good 
fellowship, and has a heavy charge to answer for the many 
offences committed against the ease, comfort, and social enjoyments 
of sovereign man. He told me, not long ago, "that he had 
rather see ^e of the weird sisters flourish through his key-hole 
on a broomstick, than one of the servant maids enter the door 
with a besom." 

My friend Launcdot is ardent and sincere in his attachments, 
which are confined to a chosen few, in whose society he loves to 
give free soope to his whimsical imagination; he, howeveri 
mingles freely with the world, though more as a spectator than 
an actor ; and without an anxiety, or hardly a care to please, is 
prenerally received with weloome and listened to with complacency. 
When be extends his hand it is in a fr«e, open, liberal style ; and 
when you ^ake it, you feel ins honest hisct throb in its pulsa> 
tiona Though rather fond of gay exhibitions, he does not appear 
so frequently at balls and assemblies sinoe the introduction of 
the drum, trumpet, and tamborin; all of which he abhors on 
account of the nide attacks they make on his organs of hearing : 
— ^in short, such is his antipathy to noise, that though exoeedin^y 
patriotus, yet he retreats every fourth of July to Cockloft Hall in 
order to get out of the way of the hubbub and confusion which 
make so considerable a part of the pleasure of that splendid 
anniversary. 

I intend this article aa a meaee sketch of LangstafTs multi&rious 
character; his innumerable whim-whams will be exhibited by 
himself in the course of this work, in all their strange varietfos; 
and the machinery of his mmd, more intricate than the most 
subtile piece of dock-workt be fuUy explained. And trust me, 
gentlefolk, his are the whim-whams of a courteous gentleman full 
of most excellent qualities ; hmiorable in his disposition, inde* 
pendent in his sentiments, and of unbounded good nature, aa 
may be seen through all bis works. 
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OK STYLE. 

BT yrUMAX WIZAED, BSQ. 

STYLE, a manner of wrUmg; U0e; pmofa duU; ihejfnMofpIctrUa. 

JOHNSON. 
8TTLE, i8^^,....,„8tyle. LINKUM TIDELIUS. 

Now I would not g^ve ft straw for either of the above defini- 
tioDB, though I thmk the latter is by far tiie most satis&ctoiy: 
and I do vnsh sincerely every modem numskull, who takes hold 
of a subject he knows nothing about, would adopt honest Lin- 
kum's mode of explanation. Blair's Lectures on 1^ article have 
not thrown a whit more light on the subject of my inquiries; — 
they puzzled me just as much as did the learned and laborious 
expositions and illustrations of the worthy professor of our col- 
lege, in the middle of which I generally had the ill luck to fall 



This same word style, thou^ but a diminutive word, assumes 
to itself more contradictions, and significations, and eccentridtiefl^ 
than any monosyllable in the language is legitimately entitled ta 
It is an arrant little humorist of a word, and full of whim-whams; 
whi<^ occasions me to like it hugely; but it puzzled me most 
wickedly on my first return from a long residence abroad, having 
crept into fashionable use during my absence; and had it not 
been for friend Evergreen, and that thrifty sprig of knowledge, 
Jeremy Cockloft the younger, I should have remained to this day 
ignorant of its meaning. 

Though it would seem that the people of all countries are 
equally vehement in the pursuit of this phantom, style, yet in al- 
most all of them there is a strange diversity in opinion as to what 
constitutes its essence; and every different class, like the pagan 
nations, adore it under a diffiBrent form. In England, for instance, 
an honest dt packs up himself his &mily and his style, in a buggy 
or tim whisky, and rattles away on Sunday with Ins feir partner 
blooming beside him, like an eastern bride, and two chubby 
children, squatting like Chinese images at his feet A Baronet 
requires a chariot and pair : — a Lord must needs have a barouche 
and four ; — ^but a Duk&-><^ I a Buke cannot possibly lumber his 
style along under a coach and six, and half a score of footmen 
into the baigain. In China a puissant Mandarin loads at least 
three elephants with style ; and an overgrown sheep at the Gape 
of Good Hope, trails al<Mig his tail and his style on a wheelbarrow. 
In Egypt, or at Constantinople, style consists in the quantity of 
for and fSaie dothee a lady can put on without danger of suffoca- 
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tion ; here it is otherwise, and consists in the quantity she can 
put off without the risk of freezing. A Chinese lady is thojight 
prodigal of her charms if she expose the tip of her nose, or the 
ends of her fingers, to the ardent gaze of by-standers : and I 
recollect that all Canton was in a buzz in consequence of the great 
belle, Miss Nangfous, peeping out of window with her &ce unco- 
vered! Here the style is to show not only the face, but the neck, 
shoulders, Ac ; aad a lady never presumes to hide them except 
whon she is not at home, and not sufficiMly undressed to see 
company. 

This style has rained the peace and harmony of many a worthy 
household; for no sooner do they set up for style, but mstantly 
all the honest old comfortable sans ceremorUe furniture is discarded ; 
and you stalk cautiously about, amongst the uncomfortable splen- 
dor of Gredan chairs, Egyptian tables, Turkey carpets, andEtrus- . 
can vases. This vast improvement in furniture demands an in- 
crease in the domestic establishment; and a family that once 
required two or three savants for convenience, now employs half 
a dozen for style. 

Bbll-brazek, late &vorite of my unfortunate friend Dessalines, 
was one of these patterns of style ; and whatever freak she was 
seized with, however preposterous, was implicitly followed by all 
who would be considered as admitted in tl4 stylish arcana. She 
was once seized with a whim-wham that tickled the whole court. 
She could not lay down to take an aftemoon^s loll, but she must 
have one servant to scratch her head, two to tickle lier feet, and 
a fourth to fiua her delectable person while she slumbered. The 
thing took , — ^it became the rage, and not a sable, belle in all Hayti 
but what insisted upon being fanned, and scratched, and tickled 
in the true imperial style. Sneer not at this picture, my most 
excellent townswomen, for who among you but are daily follow- 
ing fashions equally al^rd 1 

Style, accoiding to Evergreen's account, eonasts in certain 
fashious, or certain eccentricities, or certain manners of certain 
people, in certain situations, and possessed of a certain share of 
&shion or importance. A red doak, for instance, on the shoul- 
ders of an old market-woman is regarded with contempt: it is 
vulgar, it is odious: — fling, however, its usurping rival, a red 
shawl, over the fine figure of a l^hionable belle, and let her 
flame away with it in Broadway, or in a ball-room, and it is im- 
mediately declared to be the styla 

The modes of attaining this certain situation, which entitle its 
holder to style, are various and opposite: the most ostensible is 
the attainment of wealth, the possession of which changes at 
once the pert airs of vulgar ignorance into fashionable ease and 
elegant vivacity. It is highly amusing to observe the gradation 
of a family aspiring to s^le, and the devious windings they 
pursue in order to attam it While beating up against wind and 
tide, they are the most complaisant beings in tlie worid; — ^tliey 
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keep **boolDg aund bo9]xig/' aa M'Syoophant sayB, until you would 
fiappose them incapable of standing upright; they kias their hands 
to every body who baa the least claun to style ; their fistmiliarity 
is intolerable, and they absolutely overwhehn you with their 
friendship and loying kindness. But haying onoe giuned the 
envied pre-eminence, never were bemgs in the world more 
changed. They assume the most intolerable caprices: at one 
time, address you with importunate sociability ; at another, pass 
you by with silent IndifFerence ; sometimes sit up in their chairs 
in all the majesty of dignified silence; and at another time bounce 
about with all the obstreperous ill-bred noise of a little hoyden 
just broke loose from a boarding-schooL 

Another feature which distinguishes these new-made fashion- 
ables, is the inveteracy with which they look down upon the 
honest people who are struggling to climb up to the same envied 
height. They never £iil to salute them with the most sarcastic 
reflections ; and like so many worthy hodmen, clambering a lad- 
der, each one looks down upon his next neighbor below, and 
makes no scruple of shaking the dust off his shoes into his eyes. 
Thus by dint of perseverance, merely, they come to be oonaidered 
as established denizens of the great world ; as in some barfoaroos 
nations an oyster shell is of sterling value, and a copper washed 
counter will pass current for gen«4lie gold. 

In no instance have I seen tiiis gp*asping after style more whim- 
sically exhibited, than in the &aiily of my old acquaintance, 
Timothy GtBLBT. I recollect old Giblet when I was a boy, and 
he was tlie most surfy curmudgeon I ever knew. He was a per- 
fect scare-crow to the small-fiy of the day, and inherited the 
hatred of all these unlucky little shavers : for never could we 
assemble about his door of an evening to {day, and make a little 
hubbub, but out he sallied from his nest like a spider, flourished 
his formidable horse-whip, and dispersed the whole crew in the 
twinkling of a lamp. I perfectly remember a bfll he sent in to 
my father for a pane of glass I had accidentally broken, which 
came well nigh getting me a sound flogging ; and I remember as 
perfectly that the next night I revenged myself by breaking half 
a dozen. 

Giblet was as arrant a grubworm as ever crawled; and tlie 
only rules of right and wrong he cared a button for, were the 
rules of multiplication and addition, which he practised much more 
successfully than he did any of the rules of religion or morality. 
He used to declare they were the true golden rules ; and he took 
special care to put Cocker's arithmetic in the hands of his child- 
ren, before they had read ten pages in the Bible or the Prayer- 
book. The practice of these favorite maxims was at length 
crowned with the harvest of success; and after a life of self- 
denial and starvation, and after enduring all the pounds, shillinga, 
and pence miseries of a miser, he had the satis&ction of seeing 
himself worth a plum, and of dying just as he had determined to 
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enjey the remainder of hk days in contemplating his great wealth 
and aocumulatmg mortgages. 

His children inherited his money; hut they buried the dispo- 
sition, and every other memorial of their &ther in his grave. 
Fired with a noble thirst for style, they instantly emerged from 
the retired lane in which themselves and their aocompl^hments 
had hitherto been buried ; and they blazed, and they whizzed, aiul 
they cracked about town, like a nest of s%uibs and devils in a 
firework. I can liken their sudden edat to nothing but that of 
the locust, which is hatched in the dust, where it increases and 
swells up to maturity, and after feeling for a moment the vivifying 
rays of the sun, bursts forth a mighty insect, and flutters, and 
rattles, and buzzes from eyery tree. The litUe warblers who hav« 
long cheered the woodlands with their dulcet notes, are stun- 
ned by the discordant racket of these upstart intruders, and 
contemplatei, in contemptuous silence, their tinsel a&d their 
noise. 

Having once started, the Giblets were determined that nothing 
should stop them in their career, until they had run their ^ 
course, and arrived at the very tiptop of style. Every taylor, 
every shoemaker, every coachmaker, every miUiner, every mantua- 
maker, every paper-hanger, every piano teacher, and every 
dancing master in the city, Were enlisted in their service ; and 
the willing wights most courteously answered tlieir call ; and fell 
to work to build up the fkme of the Giblets, as they had done 
that of many an aspiring family before them. In a fittle time the 
young ladies could dance the waltz, thunder Lodoiska^ murder 
French, kill time, and oommit violence on the face of nature in a 
landscape in water-colors, equal to the best lady in the land; and 
the young gentlemen were seen lounging at comers of streets, and 
driving tandem ; heard talking loud at the theatre, and laughing 
in church, with as much ease, and grace, and modesty, as if they 
had been gent^men all the days of their lives. 

And the Giblets arrayed themselves in scarlet, and in fine 
linen, and seated themselves in high places ; but nobody noticed 
them except to honor them with a little contempt The Gibleta 
made a prodigious splash in their own opinion ; but nobody exr 
tolled them except the tailors, and the milliners who had been 
employed in manufacturing their paraphernalia^ The Giblets 
tliereupon being, like €laleb Quotem, determined to have " a place 
at the review," fell to work more fiercely than ever ; they gave 
dinners, and they gave balls, they hired cooks, they hired fiddlers, 
they hired confectioners ; and they would have kept a newspaper 
in pay, had they not been all bought up at that time for the elec- 
tion. They invited the dancing-men and the dancing-women and 
the gormandizers and the epicures of the city to come and make 
merry at their expense ; and the dancing-men, and the dancing- 
women, and the epicures, and the gormandizers did come ; and 
they did make merry at their expense; and they eat, and they 
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dn&k, and they capered^and tiiey daaoed, and they— laagbed at 
their entertainers. 

Then commenced the hurry and the busde, and the miglity no- 
thingness of fashionable life; sudi rattling in coaches I such 
flaunting in the streets I such slamming of bor doors at the 
theatre 1 such a tempest of bustle and unmeaning noise wherever 
they appeared! the (riblets were seen here and there and ev^^- 
where ; they fisited everybody they knew, and everybody they 
did not know; and there was no getting along for the Giblets. 
Their plan at length succeeded. By dint of chnners, of feeding 
and frolicking the town, the Giblet &mily worked themselves into 
notice, and enjoyed the ineffable pleasure of being for ever pestered 
by visitors, who cared nothing about them ; of being squeezed, 
and smothered, and parboiled at nightly balls and evening tea- 
parties ; tl^y were allowed the privilege of forgetting the veiy 
few old fHeikUi they once possessed ; they turned their noses up in 
the wind at everything that was not genteel ; and their superb 
manners and sublime affectati<»i at length left it no longer a mat- 
ter of doubt tiiat the Giblets were perfectly in stvle. 



** ■ B etaft MB it were, a snuill contentmente in « never oontentiiig saV 
jeete; abinier pleasannte taste of a sweete seaeoDed flower; and, all in 
all, a more tliaa ordUiarle reioycing, In an eztca<»dinarie aoaow <rf de- 
lyghta." ^ ^ 

Wk have been considerably edified of late by several letters of 
advice from a number of sage correspondents, who jeally seem to 
know more about our work than we do ourselves. One warns u*, 
agamst saying any thing more about Snivbbs, who is a very par 
ticular fHend of the writer, and who has a singular disinclination 
to be laughed at. This correspondent in particular inveighs 
against personalities, and accuses us of ill-nature in bringing for- 
ward old Fungus and Billy Dimple, as figures of fun to amuse the 
public. Anothw gentleman, who states that he is a near relation 
of the Cocklofts, proses away most soporifically on the impropri- 
ety of ridiculing a respectable old &mily ; and declares that if we 
make them and their whim-whams the subject of any more essays, 
he shall be under the necessity of applying to our theatrical cham- 
pions for satisfaction. A third, who by the crabbedness of the 
hand-writing, and a few careless inaccuracies in the spelling; 
appears to be a lady, assures us that the Miss Cocklofts, and Miss 
Diana Wearwell, and Miss Dashaway, and Mrs. Will Wi- 
zard's quondam flame, are so much obliged to us for our notice, 
that they intend in fixture to take no notice (^ us at all, but leave 
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ns oat of all tiieir tea-parties, for wliich we make them one of otir 
best bows, and saj, " thank you, ladies.*' 

We wish to heayen these good people would attend to their 
own affiuiB, if ^ej have any to attend to, and let us alone. It is 
one of the most proyoking things in the world that we cannot 
tickle the public a little, merely for our own private amusement, 
but we must be (grossed and jostled by these meddling incendi- 
aries, and, in &ct, have the whole town about our ears. "We are 
much in ibe same situation with an unlucky blade of a cockney, 
who, having mounted his bit of blood to enjoy a little innocent 
recreation, and die^ay his horsemanship along Broadway, is 
worried by all those little yelping curs that infest our dty, and 
who never faSl to saiUy out and growl, and bark, and snarl, to the 
great annoyance of tbd Birmingham equestrian. 

Wis^y was it said by the sage Linkiim fidelius, "howbeit, 
moreover, nevertheless, this thrice vncked towne is charged up 
to the muzBsIe with all manner of ill-natures and uncharitable- 
nesses, and is, moreover, exoeedinglie naughte." This passage 
of the erudite Linkum was ap{^^ to the city of Gotham, of 
which he was once Lord Mayor, as appears by his picture hung 
up in the hall of that ancient city ; but his observation fits this 
best of all possible dticSs ** to « hair.'* It is a melancholy truth 
that this same New York, though the most charming, pleasant, 
polished, and praise-worthy dty under the sun, and in a word the 
bonne law^ of the universe, is most shockingly ill-natured and 
sarcastio, and wickedly given to all manner of backsUdings ; for 
which we are very sorry, indeed. In truth, for it must come out 
like murd^, one time or other, the inhabitants are not only ill- 
natured, but manifestly unjust; no sooner do they get one of our 
random sketches in their hands, but instantly they apply it most 
unjustifiably to tome '^ dear friend," and then accuse us vodfe- 
roualy of the personality wMch originated in their own ofBdous 
fiiendsliip I Truly it is an ill-natured town, and most earnestly do 
we hope it may not meet with the fate of Sodom and Gk>morraIi 
of old. 

As, however, it may be thought incumbent upon us to make 
some apology for these mistakes Gt the town ; and as our good- 
nature is truly exemplary, we would certainly answer this expec- 
tation were it not that we have an invindble antipathy to making 
apologiea We have a most profound contempt for any man who 
cannot give three good reasons for an unreasonable thing ; and 
will therefore condescend, as usual, to give the public three 
special reasons for never apolc^ing : — ^first, an apology implies 
that we are accountable to somebody or another for our conduct; 
now, as we do not care a fiddle-stick, as authors, for either pubUc 
opinion or private ill-will, it would be implying a falsehood to 
apologize : — second, an apolc^ would indicate that we had been 
doing what we ought not to have done. Now as we never did 
nor ever intend to do any thing wrong, it would be ridiculous to 
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make an apology: — ^third, we labor under the naae Incapacity in 
the art of apologizing that lost Tjangrjtaff his mistreiB; we never 
yet nndertoc^ to make vgdkogf withoat oommitting a mem olfence, 
and makiog matters ten tunes worse than they weie befi)re; and 
we are, l£erefi9re, determined to avoid anoii predioamentB in 
fotore. 

But though we have resolved never to i^wlogiBe, yet we have 
no particular objection to explain; and if this is all tiiat's wanted, 
we will go about it directly :— -oaww, gentlemen ! ■ b efofe, 
however, we enter upon this serious affinir, we take this c^porta- 
nity to express our surprise and indignation at the incredulity of 
some people. — Have we not, over and over, assured the town 
that we are three of the best natured feUows living ? And is it 
not astonishing, that having already given seven ocmvincing 
proofii of the truth of this aSBUianoe^ they should still h»ve any 
doubts on the subject 7 but as it is one <^ the impossible things 
to make a knave believe in honesty, so^ periuqps, it may be another 
to make this most sarcastic, satiri^ and tea-drinking city believe 

in the existence of good-nature. But to our explanation. 

Grentle reader 1 for we are convinced that none but gentle or gen- 
teel readers can relish our excellent productions, if tibou nrt in ex- 
pectation of being perfectly satisfied with what we are about to 
say, thou mayest as well " whistle lillebidlero " and sk^ quite 
over what follows ; for never wight was more disappointed than 
thou wilt be most assuredly. — ^But to the explanation : We care 
just as much about tlie public and its wise conjectures, as we do 
about the man in the moon and his whimf^whara ; or the criti- 
cisms of the lady who sits majestically in her elbow-chair in the 
lobster ; and who, belying her sex, as we are credibly infovmed, 
never says any thing worth listening to. We have lannched our 
bark, and we will steer to our destined port with undeviating 
perseveranoe^ fearless of being shipwrecked by the way. Good- 
nature is our steersman, reason our ballast, whim the bieeae that 
wafts us along, and moeauit our leading star. 
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NO. IX.— SATUEDAT, APRIL 26, 1807. 
FROM MY ELBOW^HAIR. 

It IB some measure jtimpa with my htunor to be ** melanclioly 
and gfentleman-like" this stormy night, and I see no reason why I 
should not indulge mysdf for once. Away, then, with joke, with 
fm^ and laughter, for a while ; let my soul look back in mournful 
retrospect, and sadden with the memory of my good aunt CHARinr 
—who died of a Frenchman I 

Stare not, oh most dubious reader, at the mention of a com- 
]^}aint so uncommon; grievously hath it afBicted the ancient 
finnily of the Cocklofts, who carry their absurd anttpatby to the 
French so &r, that they will not suffer a dove of garlic in the 
house ; and my good old Mend Christopher was once on the point 
of abandoning his paternal country mannon of Cockl^ft-haH, 
merely because a colony of frogs had settled in a ne%hboring 
swamp. I verily beUeve he would have carried his whim-wham 
into effect^ had not a fortunate drought obliged the enemy to 
strike their tents, and, like a troop of wandering Arabs, to mardi 
off towards a moister part of the country. 

My acmt Charity departed this life in the fifty-nintii yesff of her 
age, though she never grew older aftw twenty-flve. In her teens 
she was, according to her own account, a celebrated beauty — 
though I never could meet with anybody that remembered when 
she was handsome ; on the contrary, Evergreen's &tiier, who used 
to gallant her in his youth, says she was as knotty a little piece of 
humanity as he ever saw; and that, if she had been possessed of 
the least sensibility, she would, like poor old Acco, have most cer- 
tainly run mad at her own figure and face the first time riCie con- 
templated herself in a looking-glass. In the good old times that 
saw my aunt in the heyday of youth, a fine lady was a most for- 
midable animal, and required to be approached with the same awe 
and devotion that a Tartar feels in the presence of his Grand 
Lama. If a gentleman offered to take her hand, except to help 
her into a carriage, or lead her into a drawing-room, such fh)wns! 
such a rustling c^ brocade and taffota I her very paste shoe- 
buckles sparided with indignation, and for a moment assumed the 
brilliancy c^ diamonds : in those days the person of a belle was 
sacred ; it was unpro&ned by the sa<arileg^us grasp of a stranger: 
simple souls ! — ^they had not the w5tz among them yet I 

My good aunt prided herself on keeping up this buckram deli- 
cacy ; and if she happened to be playing at the old-fashioned 
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game of forfeits, and was fined a kias, it was always more trooble 
to get it than it was worth ; for she made a most gallant defence, 
and never surrendered until she saw hw adversary inclined to 
give over his attack. Evergreen's &ther sajs he remembers onoe 
to have been on a sleighing party with her, and when they came 
to Kissing-bridge, it fell to his lot to levy contributions on Miss 
Charity Cockloft, who after squalling at a hideous rate^ at length 
jumped out of the sleigh plump into a snow-bank, where she stuck 
fast like an idcle, until he came to her resdue. This latonian 
feat cost her a rheumatism, which she never thoroughly reoovered. 
It is rather singular that my aunt, tho\uh a great beauty, and 
an heiress withiS, never got married. &e reason she idleged 
was, that she never met with a lover who resembled Sir Charles 
Grandison, the hero of hw nightly dreams and waking fancy ; but 
I am privately of opmion that it was owing to her never having 
had an offer. This much is certain, that for many years previous 
to her decease, she declined all attenticms from the gentlemen, 
and contented herself with watching over the welfione of her fel- 
low-creatures. She was, indeed, observed to take a ccmsiderable 
lean towards methodism, was frequent in her attendance at love 
feasts, read Whitfield and Wesley, and even went so &r as onoe 
to travel the distance of five and twenty miles to be present at a 
camp-meeting. This gave great offence to my cousin Christt^er, 
and his good lady, who, as I have aheady mentioned, are r^^y 
orthodox; and had not my aunt Charity been of a most i»eific 
disposition, her religious whim-wham would have occasioned 
many a fiunUy altercation. She was, indeed, as good a soul as 
the Cockloft fiunily ever boasted; a lady of unbounded loving- 
kindness, which extended to man, woman, and child; many of 
whom she almost killed with good nature. Was any acquaint- 
ance sick? In vain did the wind whistle and the storm beat; my 
aunt would waddle through mud and mire^ over the whole town, 
but what she would visit them. She would sit by them foe hours 
together with the most perseverii^ patience^ and tell a thousand 
melancholy stories of human misery, to keep up their spirits. 
The whole catalogue of yerb teas was at her fingers' ends, fix>m 
formidable wormwood down to gentle balm ; and she would de 
scant by the hour on the healing qualities of hoar-hound, catnip, 
and penny-royaL Woe be to the patient that came under the 
benevolent hand of my aunt Charity; he was sure, willy-nilly, to 
be drenched with a deluge of decoctions ; and fail many a time 
has my cousin Christopher borne a twinge of pain in silence, 
throng fear of being condemned to suffer the martyrdom of her 
materifr-medica. Hy good aunt had, moreover, considerable skill 
in astronomy, for she could tell when the sun rose and set every 
day in the year; and no woman in the whole world was able to 
pronounce with more certainty, at what precise minute the moon 
changed. She held the story of the moon's being made of green 
cheese, as an abominable slsuider on her favorite planet ; and slie 
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had made several valuable discoveries in solar edipses, by means 
of a bit of burnt glass,, which entitled her at least to an hoQorarj 
admission in the American Philosophical Society. Hutching'a 
Improved was her favorite book ; and I shrewdly sa£q[>ect that it 
was from tins valuable work she drew most of her sovereign re- 
medies for colds, coughs, corns, and consumptions. 

But the truth must be told. With all hee good qualities my 
aunt Charity was afflicted with one &ult, extremely rare among 
her gentle sex ; — ^it was curiointy. How she came by it, I am at 
a loss to imagine, but It played the very vengeance with her and 
destroyed the comfort of her life. Having an invincible desire to 
know everybody's character, business, and mode of living, she 
was for ever prying into the affairs of her neighbors ; and got a 
great deal of ill mil from people towards whom she had the 
kindest disposition possible. If any iamily on the opposite side 
of the street gave a dinner ; my aunt would mount her spectades, 
and sit at the window until the company were all housed, merely 
that she might know who Ihey were. If she heard a story about 
any of her acquaintance, she would, forthwith, set ofi^ full sail, 
and never rest until, to use her usual expression, she had got " to 
the bottom of it;" which meant nothing more than telling it to 
everybody she knew. 

I remember one night my aunt Charity happened to hear a 
most precious story about one of her good Mends, but unfortu- 
nately too late to give it inmiediate circulation. It made her ab- 
solutely miserable; and she hardly slept a wink all night, for fear 
her bosom-friend, Mrs. Sipkins, should get the start of her in the 
mcuming and blow the whole affair. You must know there was 
always a contest between these two ladies, who should first give 
currency to the good-natured things said about everybody; and 
this unfortunate rivalship at length proved fatal to their long and 
ardent friendship. My aunt got up full two hours that morning 
before her usual time; put on her pompadour taffeta gown, suid 
sallied forth to lament the misfortune of her dear fnend. Would 
you believe it I — ^wherever she went Mrs. Sipkins had anticipated 
hsr ; and, instead of being listened to with uplifted hands and 
open-mouthed wonder, my unhai^y aunt was obliged to sit down 
quietly and listen to the whole affair, with numerous additions, 
alterations and amendments! Now this was too bad; it would 
ahnoet have provoked Patient Grizzle or a saint : — ^it was too much 
for my aunt, who kept her bed for three days afterwards, with a 
cold, as she pretended; but I have no doubt it was owing to this 
affair of Mrs. Sipkins, to whom she never wouldbe reconciled. 

But I pass over the rest of my aunt Charity's life, chequered 
with the various calamities and misfortunes and mortifications, 
incident to those worthy old gentlewomen who have the domestic 
cares of the whole community upon their minds ; and I hasten to 
relate the melanchdy incident that hurried her out of existence 
in the full bloom of antiquated virginity. r^ ^^^T^ 
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In their frolicksome malice the lates had order^ that a French 
boarding-house, or Pension Franeaise^ as it waa called, sboold be 
established directly opposite my aunt's residence. Cruel event! 
unhappy aunt Charity I — it threw her into that alarming disorder 
denominated the fidgets ; she did nothing but watch at the win- 
dow day after day, but without becoming one whit the wiser at 
the end of a fortnight than she was at the be^ning ; she thought 
that neighbor Pension had a monstrous large famBy, and some- 
how or other they were all men I she could not imagine what 
business neighbor Pensicfa followed to support so numerous a 
household ; and wondered why there was always such a scraping 
of tiddles in the parlor, and such a smell of onions from neighbor 
Pension's kitchen; in short, neijfhbor Pension was continually 
uppermost in her thoughts, and incessantly on the outer edge of 
her tongue. This was, I believe, the very first time she had ever 
failed *' to get at the bottom of a thing f and the disappointment 
cost her many a sleepless night, I warrant you, I have little 
doubt, however, that my aunt would have ferreted neighbor 
Pension out, could she have spoken or understood French ; but 
in those times people in genend could make themselves under- 
stood in plain English ; and it was always a standing role in the 
Oockl<^ fkmily, which exists to this day, that not one trf the 
females should learn French. 

' lif y aupt .Charity had lived, at her window, for some time in 
vain ; when one day as she was keeping her usual look-out, and 
suffering all the pangs of unsatisfied curiosity, she beheld a little 
meagre weazel-faced Frenchman, of the most forlorn, diminutive 
and pitifal proportions, arrive at neighbor Pension's door. He 
was dressed in white, with a little pinched-up cocked hat; he 
seemed to shake in the wind, and every blast that went over him 
whistled through his bones and threatened instant annihilation. 
This embodied spirit-of-famine was followed by three carts, lum- 
bered with crazy trunks, chests, hand-boxes, bidets, medicine- 
chests, parrots and monkeys ; and at his heels ran a yelping pack 
of little black-nosed pug dogs. This was the one thing wanting 
to fill up the measure of my aiunt Charity's afflictions ; she could 
not conceive, for the soul of her, who this mysterious little appa- 
rition could be that made so great a display ; what he could pos- 
sibly do with so much baggage, and particularly with his perrots 
and monke3rs ; or how so small a carcass could have occasion for 
so many trunks of dothes. Honest soiil I she had never had a peep 
into a Frenchman's wardrobe ; that dep6i of old coate, hats, and 
breeches, of the growth of every fashion he has fdlowed inhis 
life. 

From the time of this &tal arrival, my poor aunt was in a 
quandary ;— ^ her inquiries were fruitlMS ; no one could ex- 
pound the history of this mysterious stranger.* she never held up 
her head afterwards, — drooped daily, took to her bed in a fort- 
night and in ** one nttle month" I saw her quietly deposited is 
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the family vault : — ^being the seventli Oockloft that haa died of a 
wiiinQ-wham I 

Take warning, my fair country womeil I and you, oh, ye excel* 
lent ladies, whether married or single, who pry into other peth 
pie's atfif'airs and neglect those of your own household ; — who are 
so busify employed In observing the &ults of others that you 
have no time to correct your own ; — remember tl^e ;&ite of my 
dear aunt Charity, and eschew the evil spirit of curiosity. 



FROM MY BIiBOW^HAIR 

I FENB, by perusal of our last nomfoer, that Will Wizasd sii<f 
EvBBaBBEK, taking advantage of my confinement^ have been 
playing some of their gambols. I suspected these rogues of some 
mal'iM'actices, in consequence of their queer looks and knowing 
winks whenever I came dOWSC t6' dinner : and of their not show- 
ing their faces at old Cockloft's for several days, alter the appear* 
anoe of their precious effusions. Whenever these two waggish 
fellows lay their heads together, there is always sure to be hatohed 
some noUible piece of mischief; which, if it tickles nobody else, 
is sure to make its authors merry. The public will take notiod 
that, for tlie purpose of teachmg these my associates better man- 
ners, and punishing them for their high misdemeanors, I have, by 
virtue of my authority, suspended them from all interfeer«noe in 
Salmagundi, until they shoW a proper degree of repentance; or 
I get tired of supporting the burthen of the work myselC I am 
sorry for Will, who is already sufficiently mortified in not diuring 
to come to the old house, and tell his long stories and smoke hu 
segar; but Evergreen, being an old beau, may solace himself in 
bis disgrace by laimming up all his old finery and making love ta 
the little glrla 

At present my right hand man is cousin ^dar, whom I have 
taken into high lavor. He came home the other night all in a 
blaze like a ^cy-rocket — ^whi^ked up to his room in a paroxysm 
of poetic inspiriation, nor did we see any ijiing of him until kte 
the next morning^ when he bounced upon us at break&st, 

** lire in each eye— «nd paper in each hand.'* 

This is jtist; the way with Hndar, he is like a volcano : will remain 
for a long time silent without emitting a single spark, and then, all 
at once, burst out in a tremendous explosion of rhyme and rhapsody. 

As the letters of my fHend Mustapha seem to excite considera- 
ble curiosity, I have subjoined another. I do not vouch for the 
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justioe of hia remarkB^ or the correctness of his coadufflons ; they 
are ftOl of the blunders and errors in which strangers continually 
indulge, who pretend to^give an account of this country before 
they well know the geography of the street in which they liye. 
The oo{»es of my itiend's papers being confused and without date, 
I oaanot pretend to give them in systematic order; — ^in fact, they 
Beem now and then to treat of matters which have occurred since 
hia departure: whether these are sly interpolations of the med- 
dlesome wight "Will Wizard, or whether honest Mustapba was 
gifted with the sphit of prophecy or second sight, I neither know 
^—nor in fact do I care. The following seems to have been writ- 
ten when the Tripolitan prisoners were so much annoyed by the 
ragged state of their wardrobe. Mustapha feelingly depicts the 
embarrassments of his situation, traveller like; makes an easy 
transition fix>m his breeches to the seatof goyemment, and incon- 
tinently abuses the whole administration ; like a sapient traveller 
I once knew, who damned the French nation in toto^-because 
tbey eat sugar with green peas* 



LETTER PROM MUSTAPHA RUB-A-DUB KELI KHAN, 

CAPTAIN OF A EETOH, TO ASISM HACCHElf, FfilNCIPAL SLAYE-DBI- 
YIER TO HIS HIQHNE8S THE BASHAW OF TEIPOLL 

SwBET, oh, Aseml is the memory of distant friends I like the 
mellow ray ci a departing sun it &lls tenderly yet sadly cm the 
heart Every hour of absence fr<Mn my native land rolls heavfly 
by, like the sandy wave of the desert ; and the Mr shores oi my 
country rise blooming to my imagination, dothed in the soft iUu- 
sive charms of distance. I sigh, yet no one listens to the sigh of 
the captive ; I shed the bitter tear oi recollection, but no <me 
sympathizes in the tear of the turbaned stranger! Think not, 
however, thou brother of my soul, that I complain of the horrors 
of my situation ; — thmk not that my captivity is attended with 
the labors, the chains, the scourges, the insults, that render da- 
very, with us, more dreadful than the pangs of hesitating, Imger- 
ing .death. Light, indeed, are the restraints on the personal free- 
dom of thy kinsman ; but who can enter into the afllictions of the 
mind? — ^who can describe the agonies of the heart? they are 
mutable as the clouds of the sir — they are countless as the waves 
that divide me from my native count^. 

I have, of late, my dear Asem, labored under an inconvenience 
siiigularly unfortunate, and am reduced to a dilemma most ridi- 
culously embarrassing. Why should I hide it from the companion 
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of my tiioQghts, the partaer of my sorrows and my joys ? Alas I 
Asem, thy friend Mustapha, the invincible captain of a ketch, ia 
sadly m want of a pair of breeches I Thou wilt doubtless smile, 
oil, most grave Mussulman, to hear me indulge in such ardent 
lamentations about a circumstance so trivial, and a want appa- 
rently so easy to be satisfied : but little canst thou know of the 
mortifications attending my necessities, and the astonishing diffi- 
culty of supplymg them. Honored by the smiles and attentions 
of the beaut^ul ladies of this city, who have Mien in love with 
my whiskers and my turban ; courted by the bashaws and the 
great men, who delight to have me at their feasts; the honor of 
my company eagerly solicited by every fiddler who gives a con- 
cert; tbiink of my chagrin at being obUged to decline the host of 
invitations that daily overwhelm me, merely for want of a pair of 
breeches 1 Oh, Allah I Allah I that thy disdples could come into 
the world all befeathered like a bantam, or with a pair of leather 
breeches like the wild deer of the forest ! Surely, my Mend, it ia 
the destiny of man to be for ever subjected to petty evUs, which, 
however trifimg in appearance, pray in silence on his httle pit- 
tance of enjoyment, and poison those moments of sunshine, wluch 
mig^t otherwise be consecrated to happiness: 

The want of a garment, thou wilt say, is easily sappUed ; and 
thou mayst suppose need only be mentioned, to be remedied 
at once by any tailor of the land: little canst thou conceive 
the impediments which stand in the way of my comfort; and 
still less art thou acquainted with the prodigious great scale 
on which everythuxg is transacted in this country. The nation 
moves most majestically slow and clumsy in the most trivial 
affau^ like the unwieldy elephant which makes a formidable 
difficulty of pickmg up a straw 1 When I hinted my necessities 
to the officer, who has charge of myself and my companions, I 
expected to have them forthwith relieved; but he made an 
amazing long face, told me that we were prisoners of state^ that 
we must therefore be clothed at the expense of government ; that 
as no provision had been made by congress for any emergency of 
the kind, It was impossible to furnish me with a pair of breeches, 
until all the sages of the nation had been convened to talk over 
the matter, and debate upon the expediency of granting my 
request. Sword of the immortal Khalid, thought I, but this iB 
great I this is truly sublime I All the sages of an immense logo- 
cracy assembled together to talk about my breeches 1 Vain 
mortal that I am I — ^I cannot but own I was somewhat recon- 
ciled to the delay, which must necessarily attend this method of 
clothing me, by the consideration that if they made the afiair a 
national act, my "name must of course be embodied in history," 
and myself and my breeches flourish to immortality in the annals 
of this mighty empire I 

"But pray," said I, "how does it happen that a matter so 
i.isiguificant should be erected into an object of such importance, 
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OS to employ the representaEtive vnadom of the nation; and w&at 
is the caoae of their talking so much abont a trifie?** **0h," 
repHed the officer, who aets as onr slave-drrrer, '^ it all proceeds 
from eoonomy. If the goTerameut dad not spend ten tunes as 
much nxniay in debating whether ft was proper to snpply you 
with breeches, as tiie breeches themselves would cost, the people 
who govern the bashaw and his (fivan would straightway begin to 
cemplain of their liberties being mfringed ; the natioatd finances 
squandered! not a hostile slang- whanger, throughont the logo- 
creoyr but would burst forth l&e a barrel of combustion ; and ten 
chances to one but the bashaw and the sages of his divan would 
aU be turned out of offiee together. My good MoBsuhnan," con- 
tittaedhe^ ^Ute administrstion ha/v'e the good of the people too 
mndi at heart to- tr^e with their pockets ; and they would sooner 
aa»mble and talk awePT* ten thousand dollars, than expend fifty 
silently out oi the treasury; such is the wonderfiil spirit of 
eoonomy that pervades every branch ci tills government" ** But,"^ 
said I, "how iff it possible they can spend money ih talking^ 
surely words cannot be the current coin of this countiy?*' 
"Truly," cried he, smiling, "your question is pertinent enough, 
for words indeed often supply the place of cash among us, and 
many an hoaast debt is paid in promises; but tiie fhct is, the 
grand bashaw and the members of congress, or grand-taUcers-of^ 
the-natioD, either receive a yearly salary, or are paid bv the day." 
" By the nine hundred tongues of the great beast ofJfahomef s 
vision, but the murder is out: — ^it is no wonder these honest men 
talk sa much about nothing, when they are paid for talking, Bke 
day-laborers." "You are mistaken," said my driver; "it is 
nothiag but eoonomy I" 

I remained aUent for some minutes^ for this inexplicable wc»d, 
eoonomy, always disoomfits me ; and when I flatter myself I have 
grasped it^ it slips through my fingers like a jack-o'-lantern. I 
have nof^ nor perhaps ever sh^ acquire, sufficient of the philoso- 
phic policy of this government to draw a proper distinction be- 
tween an individual and a naUon. If a man was to throw away 
a pound in order to save a b^garly penny, and boast at the 
same time of his eoonomy, I sh<mld think him on a par with t^e 
fool in the fable of Alfengl, who, in drinmng a flint wortitt a fius 
tlung, spoiled a kn^e worth fifty times the sum, and thou^t he 
had acted wisely. The shrewd fellow would doubtless have 
valued huuself much more highly on his economy, could he have 
known that his example wo^d one day be followed by tiie ba- 
sliaw of America and the sages of his divan. 

This eoonomio disposition, my fiiend, occasions much fighting 
of the spirit, and innumerable contests of the tongue in this talk- 
ing assembly. Wouldst thou believe it? they were actually em- 
ployed for a whole week m a most strenuous and eloquent debate 
about patching up a hole in the wall of the room appropriated to 
tUdr meetings 1 A vast provision of nervous argument and pom- 
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pous deolamatioii was expended on the occasion. Some of the 
orators, I am told, being rather waggishly inclined, were most 
stupidly jocular on the occasion; but their waggery gave great 
offence, and was highly reprobated by the more weighty part of * 
the assembly, who h(dd sJl wit and humor in abomination, and 
thought the business in hand much too solemn and serious to be 
treated lightly. It is supposed by some that this aSair would 
have occupied a whole winter, as it was a subject upon whidx 
several gentlemen spoke who had never been known to open 
their lips in that place, except to say yes and no. These silent 
members are, by way of distinction, denominated orator mums, 
and are highly vahied in this country on account of their great 
talents fbr silence; — ^a qualification extremely rare in a logoeracy. 

FOTtunately for the public tranquillity, in the hottest part of the 
debate, when two rampant Yirginians, brimful of logic and philo* 
sophy, were measuring tongues, and syllogistically cudgelling 
each other out of their tmreasonabl6 notions, the president of the 
divan, a knowing old gentleman, one night slyly sent a mason, 
with a hod of mortar, who, in the course of a few minutes^ dosed 
up tiie hole, and put a final end to the argument. Thus did tiiis 
wise old gentleman, by hitting on a most simple expedient, in all 
probabili^, save his country as much money as would buUd » 
gunboat, or pay a hireling slang-whanger for a whole volume of 
worda. As it happened, only a few thousand dollars were ex- 
pended in paying these men, who are denominated, I suppose in 
derision, legislators. 

Another instance of their economy, I relate with pleasure, for I 
reaiQy begin to feel a regard for these poor barbarians. They 
talked away the best part of a whole* winter before they could de- 
termine not to expend a few dollars in purchasing a sword to be- 
stow on am illustrious warrior ; yes, Asem, on that very hero who 
fri^tened all our poor old women and young children at Deme, 
and fully proved himself a greater man than the mother that bore 
him. Thus, my firiend, is the whole collective wisdom of this 
mighty logoeracy employed in somniferous debates about the most 
trivial affiiirs ; hke I have sometimes seen a herculean mounte- 
bank exerting all his energies in balancing a straw upon his nose. 
Their sages l^hold the minutest object with the microscopic eyes 
of a pismire ; mole-hills swell into mountains, and a grain of :mus- 
tard seed will set the whole ant-hill hi a hubbub- Whether this 
indicates a capacious vision or a dinnnutive mind, I leave thee, to 
decide; for my part, I consider it as another proof of the great 
scale on which everything is transacted in this country. 

I have before told thee that nothing can be done without oon- 
Bolting the sages of the nation, who compose the assembly called 
the congress. This proliflc body may not improperly be termed 
the "mother of inventions;'*^ and a. most fruitful mother it is, let 
me tell thee, though its children are generally abortions. It has 
lately labored with what was deemed the conception of a miglity 
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navy. All the old women and the good wives that assist the ba- 
shaw in his emergencies, hurried to head-quarters to be busy, like 
midwives, at the dehvery. All was anxiety, fidgetting, and con- 
sultation; when, after a deal of groaning and struggling^ in- 
stead of formidable first-rates and gallant Agates, out crept a lit- 
ter of sorry little gunboats 1 These are most pitiful little vessels, 
partalung vastly of the character of the grand bashaw, who has 
the credit of begetting them — being fiat shallow vessels that can 
only sail before the wind^-must always keep in with the land — 
are oontmually foundering or running a8h<»re — ^and, in short, are 
only fit for smooth water. Though intended for the defence of 
the maritime dties, yet the cities are obliged to defend them; and 
they require as much nursing as so many rickety httle bantUnga. 
They are, however, the darling pets of the grand bashaw, being 
the children of liis dotage, and, perhaps, fi-om their duninutive size 
and palpable weakness, are called the " infant navy of America." 
The act that brought them into existence was almost deified by 
the migority of the people as a grand stroke of economy. By the 
beard of Mahometj but this word is truly inexpHcable. 

To this economic body, therefore, was I advised to address my 
petition, and humbly to pray that the august assembly of sages 
would, in the plenitude of their wisdom and the magnitude of 
their powers, munificently bestow on an unfortunate captive, a 
pair of cotton breeches 1 " Head of the unmortal Amrou," cried 
I, " but this would be presumptuous to a degree ; — what I after 
these worthies have thought proper to leave their country naked 
and defenceless, and exposed to all the political storms that rattle 
without, can I expect that they will lend a helping hand to com- 
fort the extremities of a solitary captive?" My exclamation was 
only answered by a smile, and I was consoled by the assurance 
that, so far from being neglected, it was every way probable my 
breeches might occupy a whole session of the divan, and set 
several of the longest heads together by the ears, flakering as 
was the idea of a whole nation being agitated about my breeches, 
yet I own I was somewhat dismayed at the idea of remaining in 
querpOj until all the national gray-beards should have made a 
speech on the occasion, and given their consent to the measure. 
The embarrassment and distress of mind which I experienced 
was visible in my countenance, and my guard, who is a man of 
infinite good-nature, immediately suggested, as a more expedi- 
tious plan of supplying my wants, a benefit at the theatra 
Though profoundly ignorant of his meaning, I agreed to his pro- 
position, the result of which I shall disclose to thee in another 
letter. 

Fare thee well, dear Asem ; in thy pious prayers to our great 
prophet, never forget to solicit thy friend's return; and when 
thou numberest up the many blessings bestowed on thee by all- 
bountiful Allah, pour forth thy gratitude that he has cast thy 
nativity in a land where there is no assembly of legislative chat- 
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terers ; no great bashaw, who bestrides a gun-boat for a hobby- 
horse; where the word economy is unknown, and where an 
unfortunate captive is not obhged to call upon the whole nation 
to cut him out a pair of breeches. 

Ever thine, 

MUSTAPHA. 



FROM THE MILL OF PINDAR COCKLOFT, ESQ. 

Though enter'd on that sober age, 
When men withdraw from fashion's stage, 
And leave the follies of the day, 
To shape their course a graver way ; 
Stai those gay scenes I loiter round, 
In which my youth sweet transport found ; 
And though I feel their joys decay. 
And languish every hour away, — 
Yet like an exile doom'd to part, 
From the dear country of his heart. 
From the fair spot in which he sprung, 
Where his first notes of love were sung, 
Will often turn to wave tlie hand, 
And sigh his blessings on the land ; 
Just so ur^ lingering watch I keep — 
Thus oft 1 take my fiirewell peep. 

And, like that pilgrim, who retreats, 
Thus lagging from his parent seats. 
When the sad thought pervades his mind, 
That the fair land he leaves beliind 
Is ravaged by a foreign foe. 
Its cities waste, its temples low, 
And ruined all those haunts of joy 
That gave him rapture when a boy ; 
Turns from it with averted eye. 
And while he heaves the anguished sigh, 
Scarce feels regret that the loved shore 
Shall beam upon his sight no more ; 
Just so it grieves my soul to view. 
While breathing forth a fond adieu. 
The innovations pride has made. 
The ftistian, frippery, and parade, 
That now usurp with mawkish grace 
Pure tranquil pleasure's wonted place I 

'Twaa joy we look'd for in my prime, 
That idol of the olden time ; 
When all our pastunes had the art ^.^.^.^^^ by Google 
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To please and not mislead the heart 
Style cura'd as not, — that modem flafih, 
That love of racket and of trash ; 
Which scares at once all feeling jojrs, 
And drowns delight in empty noise ; 
Which barters friendship, mirth and truth, 
The artless air, the bloom of youth. 
And all those gentle sweets that swarm 
Round nature in her simplest form, 
For cold display, for hollow state, 
The trappings of the would-be great 

Oh I once again those days recall, 
When heart met heart in &shion'8 haU 
When every honest guest would flodc 
To add his pleasure to the stock, 
More fond his transports to express, 
Than show the tinsel of his dress I 
These were the times that daap'd the soul 
In gentle friendship's soft control ; 
Our fiiir ones, unprofan'd by art, 
0<mtent to gain one honest heart. 
No train of sighmg swains desired, 
Sought to be loved and not admired. 
But now 'tis form, not love unites; 
'Tis show, not pleasure that invites. 
Each seeks the ball to play the que^ 
To flirt, to conquer, to be seen : 
Each grasps at nnivorsal sway, 
And reigns the idol of the day ; 
Exults amid a thousand sighs. 
And triumphs wlien a lover diies. 
Each belle a rival belle surveys, 
Like deadly foe with hostile gaze ; 
Nor can her " dearest friend" caress, 
Till she has slyly acann'd her dress; 
Ten conquests in one year will makei, 
And six eternal friendships break I 

How oft I breathe the inward sigli, 
And feel the dew-drop in my eye. 
When I behold some beauteous frame, 
Divine in eveiything but name, 
Just venturing, in the tender age, 
On fashion^s late new tangled stage 1 
Where soon tlie guiltless heart shall oease 
To beat in artlessness and peace; 
Where all the flowers of gs^ delight 
With which youth decks its prospects bright^ 
Shall wither mid the caren, the strife^ 
The cold realities of life I 
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ThuB lately, n my careiress moofi, 
Aa I the w<^Ul of fashion view'd, 
While celebrating great and smail, 
That great solemsity, a hall| 
My roving YieaoB <^iaiioed to light 
On two sweet fonns divinely bright; 
Two sister nymph^ alike in faoe. 
In mien, in loveliness, and grace ; 
Twin rosebuds, buisting into bloom, 
In aU their briUiaHce and perfiuoe : 
Like those fiur forms that often beam 
Upon the eastern poef s dream I 
]B*or Eden had each lovely maid 
In native innocence arrayed,—- 
And heaven itself had almost shed 
Its sacred halo round each head! 

They seem'd, just entering hand in hand, 
To cautious tread this ikiry land : 
To take a timid hasty view, 
Enchanted with a scene so new. 
The mode9$ blush, untaught by art, 
Bespoke thejr purity of heart ; 
And every timorous act unlbrrd 
Two souls unspotted by the world. 

Oh, how these strangers joy'd my elghi 
And thriU'd my bosom with, delight I 
They brought the visions of my youth 
Back to my soul in all their truth j 
Kecall'd fair spirits into day, 
That time's rough hand had swept away I 
Thus the bright natives flrom above, 
Who come on messages of love. 
Will bless, at rare and distant whiles, 
Our sinful dwelling by their smiles I 

Oh ! my romance of youth is past, 
Dear airy dreams too bright to last I 
Yet when such forms as these appear, 
I feel your 3of\; remembrance here; 
For, ah I the simple poet's heart, 
On which fond love onee play'd Us part. 
Still feels the soft pulsations beat, 
As loth to quit their former seat. 
Just like the harp's melodious wire, 
Swept by a bard with heavenly fire, 
Though ceased the loudly swelling strain, 
Yet sweet vibrations long remain. 

Full soon I found the lovely pair 
Had sprung beneath a mother's care, 
Hard by a neighboring streamlet's side^ed by Google 
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At onoe its ornament and pride, 
The beauteous parent's tender heart 
Had well folfiU'd its pious part ; 
And, like the holy man of old, 
As we're by sacred writings told, 
Who, when he from his pupil sped, 
Pour'd two-fold blessings on his head,— 
So this fond mother had imprest 
Her early virtues in each breast. 
And as she found her stock enlarge. 
Had stampt new graces on her charge. 

The Mr resign'd the calm retreat, 
Where first their souls in concert beat, 
And flew on expectation's wing. 
To sip the joys of life's gay spring ; 
To sport in fashion's splendid maze, 
Where fiiendship fedes, and love decays. 
So two sweet wild flowers, near the side 
Of some fair river's silver tide, 
Pure as the gentle stream that laves 
The green banks with its lucid waves, 
Bloom beauteous in their native ground; 
Diffusing heavenly fragrance round, 
But should a venturous hand transfer 
These blossoms to the gay parterre^ 
Where, spite of artificial aid, 
The fairest plants of nature fade. 
Though they may shine supreme awhile 
Mid pale ones of the stranger soil, 
The tender beauties soon decay, 
And their sweet fragrance dies away. 

Blest spirits I who enthroned in air, 
Watch o'er the virtues of the fair, 
And with angelic ken survey. 
Their windings through life's chequer'd way; 
Who hover round tliem as they glide 
Down fashion's smooth deceitful tide, 
And guard them o'er tliat stormy deep 
Where dissipation's tempests sweep: 
Oh, make this inexperienced pair 
The objects of your tenderest care. 
Preserve them from the languid eye, 
The foded cheek, the long-^wn sigh ; 
And let it be your constant aim 
To keep the fiiur ones still the same; 
Two sister hearts, unsullied, bright 
As the first beam of lucid light, 
That sparkles from the youthful sun, 
When first his jocund race b^gun. OOgle 
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So when these hearts shall hurst their shrine^ 
To wing their flight to resklms divine, 
They may to radiant mansions rise 
Pure as when first they left the skies. 
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NO. X.— SATURDAY, MAY 16, 1807. 
PROM MY ELBOW-CHAIR. 

Thb loDg iDterral which has ekpeed unoe the paUittitioii of 
our last number, like many other remarkable events, has given 
rise to much conjecture and excited considerable solicitude. It 
is but a day or two since I beard a knowing young gentleman 
observe, that he suspected Salmagundi would be a nine days 
wonder, and had even prophesied that the ninth would be our 
la^t effort But the age of prophecy, as well as that of chi- 
valry, is past; and no reasonable man should now venture to 
foretell ai:^t but what he is determined to bring about himself: 
— he may then, if he please, monopolize prediction, and be 
honored as a prophet even in his own country. 

Though I hold whether we write, or not write^ to be none of 
the pubhc's business, yet as I have just heard of the loss of three 
thousand votes at least to the Clintonians, I feel in a remarkable 
dulcet humor thereupon, and will give some account of the 
reasons which induced us to resume our useful labors ;^-or rather 
our amusement ; for, if writing cost either of us a moment's labw, 
there is not a man but what would hang up his pen, to the great 
detriment of the world at large, and of our publisher in particular ; 
who has actually bought himself a pair of trunk breedies, with 
the profits of our writings i I 

He informs me that several persons having caDed last Saturday 
for No. X. took the disappointment so much to heart that he 
really apprehended some terrible catastrophe; and one good- 
looking man, in particular, dedared his intentk)D of quitting the 
country If tl)e work was not continued. Add to this, the town 
has grown quite melancholy in the last fortnight ; and several 
young ladies ha^e dedared, in my hearing, that if another num- 
ber (hd not make its appearance soon, they would be obliged to 
amuse themselves with teasing their beaux and making them 
miserable. Now I assure my readers there was no flattery in 
this, for they no more suspected me of being Launoetot Langml^ 
than they suspected me of being the emperor of Chin% or the 
man in the moon. 

I have also received several letters complaining of our tndolent 
procrastination ; and one of my correspondents assures me. that a 
number of young gentlemen, who had not read a bock ttifsugh 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SALMAGUNDL lU 

sinco they lefk acUool, but who have taken a wonderful liking to 
our paper, will oertainlj relapse into their old habits unless W9 
go on. 

For the sake, therefore, of all theise good people, and most 
especially for the satisfaction of the ladies, every one of whom we 
would love, if we possibly could, I have again wielded my pen with 
a most hearty determination to set the whole world to rights ; to 
make cherubims and seraphs of all the &ir ones of this enchanting 
town, and raise the spirits of the poor federalists, who, in trutt^ 
seem to foe in a sad taking, ever since the American-Ticket me^ 
with the accident of being so unhappily thrown out. 



TO LAUM'OBLOT liAJSTOSTAFP, ESQ 

I felt myself hurt and offended by Kr. Bveigreen*8 terribis 
philq^ie against modem music, in No. IL of your work, and was 
under serioufl aipprehensicm that his strictures slight bring the art^ 
which I have Ihe honor to profess, into eontenqpt The oplnioa 
ot yoorsetf and firatemity appear indeed to have a wonder&l 
effect upon the town. — ^I am told the ladies are aU employed in 
reading Bunyaa and Pamela^ and the waltz has been entirely- 
forsaken ever since the winter balls have dosed. Under these 
apprehensioiis I should have addressed you before, had I not 
been sedolously employed, while th.e theatre continued open, in 
supporting the Astonishing variety of the orchestra^, and in com- 
poBing a new clume or Bob-Major for Trin^ Ghureh, to be rung 
dnrihg the summer, beginning with dlng-doi^ di-do, instead of 
di-do ding-dong. The citizens, especially those wlio live in thd 
neighborhood of that harmonious quarter, will, no doubt, be infi- 
iditely d^hted with tiiis novelty. 

But to the object of this communication. So fu; sir, from 
i^greeing with Kr. JSvergreen in thinking that all modem musio 
is but the mere dregs and drainings of the ancient, I trust, before 
this letter is concluded, I ahftll convince you and him that, some 
of the late professors of this enchanting art have completely disr 
tanced the paltry efforts of the ^neieats ; and that I, in particular, 
liare at length brought it almost to a&solute perfection. 

The Qtreeks, ample souls 1 were astonished it the powers of 
Orpheus, who made the woods iond rocks dance to his^J^re;— of 
Amphioa who ocMirerted orotehetd into bncks, and quavers into 
mortar; — and of Arion whp won upon the compassion of th0 
fishes. In the ferven^ (^admiration, their poets fobled that 
Apollo had lent them hJs Ijro, and Inspired them with his own 
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fpirit of hanuonj. What then would they have said had they 
witnessed the wonderful effects of my skill ? had they heard me 
hi the compass of a single piece, describe in glowing notes one of 
the most sublime operations of nature ; and not only make inani- 
mate objects dance, but even speak; and not only speak, bat 
speak in strains of exquisite harmony ? 

Let me not, however, be understood to say that I am the sole 
author of this extraordinary improvement in the art, for I confess 
I took t^e hint of many of my discoveries from some of those me- 
ritorious productions that have lately come abroad and made so 
■ much noise under the title of overtures. From some of these, as, 
for instance, Lodoiska, and the battle of Marengo^ a gentleman, or 
a captain in the city militia, or an amazonian young lady, may in- 
deed acquire a tolerable idea of military tactics, and become very 
well experienced in the firing of musketry, the roaring of cannon, 
the rattling of drums, the whistling of fifes, braying of trumpet^ 
groans of the dying, and trampling of cavaby, without ever going 
to the wars ; but it is more especially in the art of imitating ini- 
mitable things, and giving the language of every passion and sen- 
timent of the human mind, so as entirely to do away the neces- 
sity of Bpeedi, that I particularly excel the most celebrated musi- 
oians of ancient and modem times. 

I think, sir, I may venture to say there is not a sound in the 
whole compass of nature which I cannot imitate, and even im- 
jKTOve upon ; — ^nay, what I consider the perfection of my ar(^ I 
have diaoovered a method of expressing, in the most striking 
manner, that undeflnable, indescribable olenoe which aooompa- 
Dies the fiilling of snow. 

In order to prove to you that I do not arrogate to myself what 
I am unable to perform, I will detail to you the different move- 
ments of a grand piece, which I pride mjrself upon exoeedingly, 
called the " Breaking up of the Ice in the North Biver." 

The piece opens with a gentle <md(mte affetuosao^ which ushers 
you into the Assembly-room in the State-house at Albany, where 
the speakw addresses his &rewell speech, informing the m^nbeis 
that the ice is about breaking up, and thanking them for their 
great services and good behavior in a manner so pathetic as 
to bring tears into their eyes. — ^Flourish of Jack-a-donkies. — ^loe 
cracks; Albany ui a hubbub: — air, "Three children sliding on 
the ice, all on a summer's day." — Citizens quarrelling in Dutch ; — 
^-chorus of a tin trumpet, a cracked fiddle, and a hand-saw 1 — 
aOegro nKKferofo.— Hard frost: — ^this, if given with proper spirit, 
has a chfliming effect, and sets everybody's teeth ohatterix^. — 
Symptoms of snow— consultation of old women who oom^n' 
of pains in the bones and rheumalics ; — lur, " There was an old 
woman tiossed up in a blanket," Ac., — aUegro gtaccato ; wagon 
breaks into the ice ; — ^people all run to see what is the matter ;— 
air, ^tcOumo— **Can you row the boat ashore, Billy boy, Billy 
boy :" — andanle ; — ^frost fish firoze up in the ice ; — ^air — " Ho, why 
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dost thou shiver and shake, Gaffer Gray, and why does thy nose 
look so blue ?" — ^Flourish of twopenny trumpets and rattles ; — 
consultation of the North Biver Society ; — determine to set tlie ^ 
North Blver on fire, as soon as it will bum ; — air — " 0, what a ' 
fine kettle of fish." 

Part 11. — Geeat Thaw. — ^This consists of the most melting 
strams, flowing so smoothly as to occasion a great overflowing of 
scientific rapture ; air — " One misty moisty morning." The House 
•f Assembly breaks up — ^air — "The owls came out and flew 
about." — Assembly-men embark on their way to New York — air 
— " The ducks and the geese they all swim over, fal, de ral," Ac 
— ^Vessel sets sail — chorus of mariners — "Steer her up, and let 
her gang." Aft»r this a rapid movement conducts you to New 
York ; — ^the North River Society hold a meeting at the comer of 
Wall Street, and determine to delay burning till aU the Assem- 
bly-men are safe home, for fear of consuming some of their own 
members, who belong to that respectable body. Return again to 
the capital — ^Ice floats down the river ; — ^lamentation of skaters ; 
air, affetvosso — "I sigh and lament me in vain," &a — ^Albanians 
cutting up sturgeon : — air — " the roast beef of Albany." — ^Ice 
runs agamst Polopoy*s island with a terrible crash. — ^This ia-re- 
presented by a fierce fellow travelling with his fiddlestick over a 
huge bass viol, at the rate of one hundred and fifty bars a minute, 
and tearing the music to rags ; this being what is called execu- 
tion. The great body of ice passes West Point, and is saluted by 
three or four dismounted cannon fi*om Fort Putnam- — " Jefferson's 
March" by a full band ; — air, " Yankee doodle," with seventy-six 
variations, never before attempted, except by the celebrated 
eagle which flutters his wings over the copper-bottomed angel at 
Messrs. PafPs in Broadway. Ice passes New York ; conch-shell 
sounds at a distance — ^ferrymen call o-v-e-r; — ^people run down 
Gourtlandt Street — ^ferry-boat sets sail — air — accompanied by the 
conch-shell — " We'll aU go over the ferry." — ^Rondeau — giving a 
particular account of Brok the Powles-hook admiral, who is sup- 
posed to be closely connected with the North River Society. — 
The Society make a grand attempt to Are the stream, but are 
utterly defeated by a remarkable high tide, which brings the plot 
to li^t; — drowns upwards of a thousand rats, and occasions 
twenty robins to break their necks.* — Society not being discou- 
raged, apply to " Common Sense" for his lantern ; — air — " Nose, 
nose, joUy red nose." Mock of wild geese fly over the city; — 
old wives chatter in the fog; — cocks crow at Oommunipaw^— 
drams beat on Govemor's Island. — ^The whole to conclude with 
the blowing up of Sands* powder-house. 

Thus, sir, you perceive what wonderful powers of expression 
have been hitherto locked up in this enchanting art : — a whole 
history is here told without the aid of speech, or writing; and 

* «i(l«— Solomon Long. 
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provided the hearer is in the least aeqaaiQted with music^ he 
cannot mistake a single note. As to the blowing up of the powder 
house, I look upon it as a cluf (Tczmre^ which I am confident will 
delight all modern amateurs, who very properly estimate music in 
proportion to the noise it makes, and delight in thundering cannon 
and earthquakes. 

I must confeas, however, At is a vei^ difficult part to manage, 
and I have already broken six pianoes in giving it the proper force 
and effect. But I do not despair, and am quite certain that by 
the time I have broken eight or ten more I shall have brought it 
to such perfection, aa to be able to teach any young lady of tolera- 
ble ear, to thunder it away to the infinite delight of papa and 
mamma^ and the great annoyance of those Vandals, who are so bar- 
barous as to prefer the simple melody of a Scots ah:, to the sublime 
effusions of modem musical doctorEi 

In my warm anticipations of future improvement T have "some- 
times almost convinced myself that music will, in time, be brought 
to such a climas: of perfection as to supersede the ncce^ity of 
speech and writing ; and eveiy kind of social intercourse be coq« 
ducted by the flute and fiddle. — ^The immense benefits that will 
result from this improvement must be plain to every man of the 
least consideration. In the present unhappy situation of mortal^ 
a man has but one way of making himself perfectly understood; 
if he loses his speech, he must inevitably bo dumb all the rest of 
his life ; but having once learned this new musical langui^ge, the 
loss of speech will be a mere trifle not worth a moment''s uneasiness. 
Kot only this, Mr. L., but it will add much to the harmony of do- 
mestic intercourse ; for it is eertainl}*^ much more agreeable to hear 
a lady give lectures on the piano than, viva voce, in thd usual diBr 
Mordant measure. This manner of discoursing may also, I think, be 
introduced with great effect into oar national assemblies, where 
every man instei^ of wagging his tongue, should be obCged to 
flourish a fiddle-stick, by which means, if he said nothing to the 
purpose, he would at all events " discourse most eloquent muJBie," 
which is more than can be said of most 6f them at present They 
might also sound their Own trumpets without being obliged to a 
hireling scribbler, for an immortality of nine days, or subjected to 
the censure of egotisnt 

But the most important result oif this discovory is that it may 
be applied to the establishment of that great desideratum, in the 
learned world, a universal lli.n^aga Wherever thii science of 
music is cultivated, nothing more will be necessary than a know- 
ledge of its tiphabet; which, being almosft the same every where, 
will amount to a universal medium of communicatioB. A man 
may thus, with his violin under his arm, a piece of rosin, and a 
few bundles of catgut, fiddle his way through the world, and 
never be at a loss to make himself understood, 
lam ^ 

DbMT SnOQUAYXE* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SALMAGUNDI. lljS 



NOTE BY Ti^]^ PU3LISHKB. 

Wit&oat the knowledge or penniseion of the anthors, and which, if he dfxe/^ 
he wQniiA have placed liiear where their remarks are made oq the great 
differeiice of mapjaen which exists hetineen the Mxea now, from wHat U 
did in tlje d^ys of our grandames. Th* danger of th%t cheek-by-jond 
familiarity of the present day. mnst be obvious to many ; and I thixtk th* 

. foUowing a strong example of one of its evils. 



SZTBACrrKD FBOM "THS HIBBOR OF THE 6BAGES." 

" I remember the Comit M— , one of the most accomplished 
and handsomest youi^ men in Vienna : when I was there, he 
was passionately in love with a girl of almost peerless beaaty. 
She was the dau^ter of a man of great rank, and great influence 
at court ; and on these considerations, as well as in regard to her 
charmS) she was followed by a multitude of suitors. She was 
lively and amiable, and treated them all with an affa1»lity which 
still kept them in her train, although it was generally known she 

had avowed a partiality for Count M ; and that preparations 

were makii^ lor their nuptials. The Count was of a refined 
mind, and a dolioate sensibility ; he loved her fc»r hwself alone : 
for the virtues which he believed dwelt in her beautiful form ; 
and like a lover of such perfections, he never approa(^ed her with- 
out timidity : and when he touched her, a fire shot through his 
veins, that warned bim not to invade the vermilion sanctuary 
of her lips. Such were his feelings when, one evening, at his 
intended father-in-law^s, a party of young people were met to 
celebrate a certain festival ; several of the young lady's rejected 
suitors were present. Forfeits were one of tlie pastimes, and all 
wont on with the greatest nerriment, till the Count was com- 
manded, by some witty mam^sdley to redeem his glove by salut- 
ing the cheek of his intended bride. The Count blushed, trem- 
bled, advanced, retreated; again advanced to his mistress ; — and, 
— at last, — ^with a tremor tbat shook his whole soul, and every 
fibre of bis fran^, with a modest and diffident grace, he took the 
soft ringlet which played upon her cheek, prised it to his lips, 
and retired to demand his redeemed pledge in the most evident 
contusion. His mistress gaily smiled, and the game went on. 

On^ of her rejected suitors who was of a merry, unthinking dis- 
position, was adjudged by the same indiscreet crier of the forfeits 
as ^' liis last treat before he hacked himself" to snatch a kiss 
from the object of his recent vows. A lively contest ensued 
between the gentleman and lady, which lasted for more than a 
minute; but the lady yielded, though in the midst of a convulsive 
laugh. 

The Count had the mortification — the agony— to see the lipe^ 
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which his passioiiate and delicate love would not permit him to 
touch, kissed with roughness, and repetition, by another man : 
—even by one whom he really despised. Mournfblly and silent- 
ly, without a word, he rose firom his dtaat — ^left the room and the 
house. By that good naiured kiss the fidr boast of Vienna lost 
ber lover— lost her husband. The Ooukt nbybb a&.w hbr 

VOBB.** 
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NO. XI.— TUESDAY, JULY 2, 1807. 
LETTER FROM MUSTAPHA RUB-A-DUB ZBLI KHAN, 

CAPTAIN OF A KETCH, TO ASEM HACCHEM, PBIKOIPAL SLlYB- 
DBIYEB TO HIS HIGHNESS THE BASHAW OV TRIPOLI. 

The deep shadows of midnight gather around me ; the foot- 
steps of the passengers have ceased in the streets, and nothing 
disturbs the holy silence of the hour save the sound of the distant 
drums, mingled with the shouts, the bawlings, and t^e discordant 
revelry of his majesty, the sovereign mob. Let the hour be 
sacred to friendship, and consecrated to tiiee, oh thou brother of 
my inmost soul ! 

Oh, Asem I I almost shrink at the recollection of the scenes of 
confusion, of licentious disorganization which I have witnessed 
during the last three days. I have beheld this whole city, nay this 
whole state, given up to the tongue and the pen ; to the pufRers, 
the bawlers, the babblers, and the slang-whangers. I have beheld 
the community convulsed with a civil war, or civil talk; individuals 
verbally massacred, families annihilated by whole sheets full, and 
slang-whangers cooUy bathing their pens in ink and rioting in tlie 
slaughter of their thousands. I have seen, in short, that awful 
despot, the people, in the moment of unlimited power wielding 
newspapers in one hand, and with the other scattering mud and 
filth about, like some desperate lunatic relieved from the restraints 
of his straight waistcoat I have seen beggars on horseback, 
ragamuffins riding in coaches, and swine seated in places of 
honor ; J have seen liberty ; I have seen equality ; I have seen 
fraternity! I have seen tiiat great political puppet-show — ^an 

ELECTION. 

A few days ago the fHend, whom I have mentioned in some of 
my former letters, called upon me to accompany him to witness 
tins grand ceremony ; and we forthwith sallied out to the polls, 
as he called them. Though for several weeks before this splendid 
exhibition, nothing else had been talked o^ yet I do assure thee 
I was entirely ignorant of its nature ; and when, on coming up 
to a church, my companion informed me we were at the poll, I 
supposed that an election was some great religious ceremony like 
the fast of Ramazan, or the great festival of Haraphat, so cele- 
brated in the east 
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My frieDd, however, undeceived me at once, and entered into 
a long dissertation on the nature and object of an election, the 
Bubsta^ce of which was nearly to this effect: "Yon know," said 
he, " that this country is engaged in a violent internal wariam. 
and suffers a variety of evils ftom civil dissensions. An election 
is the grand trial of strength, the decisive battle when the belli- 
gerents draw out their forces in martial array; when evefy leader 
burning with warlike ardor, and encouraged fa^ the ahuuts and 
acclamations of tatterdemalions, buffoons, dependents, parasites, 
toad-eaters, scrubs, vagrants, mumpers, ragamuffins, bravoes, and 
^l?g<^ in his restr ; and puffed up by his bellows-blowiog dang- 
whangers, waves gallantly the banners of faction, and presses 
forward to office and immortauty I 

" For a month or two previous to the critical period which is 
to decide this important affair, the whole community is in a fer- 
ment Every man of whatever rank or degree, sudi is tlie won- 
derful patriotism of the people, disinterestedly neglects his busi- 
ness to devote himself to his country ; and not an iusignificaut 
fellow, but feels himself inspired, on this occasion, with as much 
warmth in fevor of the cause he has espoused, as if all the com- 
fort of his life, or even his hfe itself, was dependent on the issue. 
Grand councils of war are, in the first place, called by the differ- 
ent powers, which are dubbed general meetings, where all the 
head workmen of the party coUcct, and iirrange the order of 
battle ; — appoint the different commanders, and their subordinate 
instruments, and fhmish the funds indispensable for supplying 
the expenses of the war. Inferior councils are next called in the 
different classes or wards, consisting of young cadets, who are 
candidates for offices ; idlers who come there for mere curiosity ; 
and orators who appear for the purpose of detailing all the crimen 
the faults, or the weaknesses of their opponents, and tpeaking Vi^ 
sense of the meeting^ as it is called ; for as the meeting generally 
consists of men whose quota of sense, taken individually, would 
make but a poor figure, these orators are i^pointed to collect it all 
in a lump ; when I assure you it makes a very formidable appear- 
ance, and Airnishes sufficient matter to spin an oration of two or 
tliree hours. 

**The orators who declium at these meetings w% with a few 
exceptions, men of most profound and perplexed eloqaenoe ; who 
are the oracles of barbers' shops, market places, and porter-houses ; 
and who you may see every day at tne comers of the streets^ 
taking honest men prisoners by the button, and talking their ribs 
quite bare without mercy and without end. These orators, in 
addressing an audience, generally mount a chair, a table, or an 
empty beer barrel, which last is supposed to afford considerable 
inspiration, and thunder away their combustible sentiments at the 
heads of the audience, who are generally so busily employed in 
smokmg,'^ drinking, and hearing themselves talk, that they seldom 
hear a word of the matter. This, however, is of little moment; 
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for 88 they come there to agree at all events to a certain set of 
resolutions, or articles of war, it is not at all necessary to hear the 
speech ; more especially as few would understand it if they did. 
Do not suppose, however, that the minor persons of the meeting 
-are entirely idle. — ^Besides smoking and drinking, which are gene- 
rally practised, there are few who do not come with as great a 
desire to talk as the orator himself j each has his little circle of 
listeners, in the midst of whom he sets his hat on one side of his 
head, and deals out matter-of-fact information ; and draws self- 
-evident conclusionsi, with the pertinacity of a pedant, and to the 
great edification of his gaping auditors. Nay, the very urchins 
from the nursery, who are scarcely emancipated firom the domi- 
nion of birch, on these occasions, strut pigmy great men ; — ^bellow 
for the instruction of gray-bearded ignorance, and, like the frog 
in the fable, endeavor to puff themselves up to the size of the 
great object of their emulation — ^the principal orator." 

"But is it not preposterous to a degree," cried I, "for those 
puny whipsters to attempt to lecture age and experience ? They 
fihould be sent to school to learn better." " Not at all," replied 
my friend; "for as an election is nothing more than a war of 
words, the man that can wag his tongue with the greatest elas- 
ticity, whether he speaks to the purpose or not, is entitled to lec- 
ture at ward meetings and polls, and instruct all who are inclined 
to listen to him : you may have remarked a ward meeting of poUtio 
idoga, where although the great dog is, ostensibly, the leader, and 
ttii&es the most noise, yet every little scoundrel of a cur has some- 
thing to say ; and in proportion to his insignificance, fidgets, and 
-worries, and puffs about mightily, in order to obtain the notice and 
approbation of his betters.** Thus it Is with these little, beard- 
less, bread-and-butter politidans who, on this occasion, escape 
from the jurisdiction of their mammas to attend to the affairs of 
the nation. Yon will see them engaged in dreadful wordy con- 
test with old cartmen, cobblers, and tailors, and plume themselves 
not a little if they should chance to gain a victory. — Aspiring spi- 
rits I how interesting are the first dawnbi^ of political greatness I 
An election, my fiiend, is a nursery or hot-bed of genius in a logo- 
cracy ; and I look with enthusiasm on a troop of these Lilliputian 
partizans, as so' many chatterers, and orators and puffers, and 
slang-wliangers in embryo, who will one day take an important 
part In the quarrels, and wordy wars of their country. 

" As the time for fighting the decisive battle approaches, ap- 
pearances become more and more alarming; committees are 
appointed, who hold little encampments fW)m Whence they send 
out small detachments of tattlers, to reconnoitre, harass, and skir- 
mish with the enemy, and if possible, ascertain the!)* numbers ( 
everybody seems big with the mighty event that is impending ; 
the orators they gradually swell up beyond their usual size ; the 
little orators they grow greater and greater; the secretaries of thd 
ward committees strat abont looking like wooden oracles; tlio 
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puflfers put on the airs of mighty consequence ; the slang- whang- 
ers deal out direful inuendoes, and threats of doughty import ; 
and all is buzz, murmur, suspense, and sublimity I 

" At length the day arrives. The storm that has been so long 
gathering and threatening in distant thunders, bursts forth in ter- 
rible explosion ; all business is at an end ; the whole city is in a 
tumult; -the people are running helter-skelter, they know not 
whither, and they know not why: the hackney coaches rattle 
through the streets with thundering vehemence, . loaded with 
recruiting Serjeants who have been prowling in cellars and caves, 
to unearth some miserable minion of poverty and ignorance, who 
will barter his vote for a glass of beer, or a ride in a coach with 
Buch. fine genUemen ! — the buzzards of the party scamper from poll 
to poll, on foot or on horseback ; and they worry from committee 
to committee, and buzz, and fume, and taUc big, and — do nothing : 
like the vagabond drone, who wastes his time in the laborious 
idleness qI[ seesaw-song^ and busy nothingness." 

I know not how long my friend would have continued his 
detail, had he not been interrupted by a squabble which took 
place between two old continentalSj as they were called. It seems 
ttiey had entered into an argument on the respective merits of 
their cause, and not being able to make each other clearly undei^ 
stood, resorted to what is called knock-down arguments, which 
form the superlative degree of argumenium ad hominem; but are, in 
my opinion, extremely inconsistent with the true spirit of a genu- 
ine logocracy. After they had beaten each other soundly, and 
set the whole mob together by the ears, they came to a full expla- 
nation ; when it was discovered that they were both of the same 
way of thinking ; — ^whereupon they shook each other heartily by 
the hand, and laughed with great glee at thefr humorous misun- 
derstanding. 

I could not help being struck with the exceeding great number 
of ragged, dirty looking persons that swaggered about the place, 
and seemed to think themselves the bashaws of the land. I in- 
quired of my friend if these people were employed to drive away 
the hogs, dogs, and other intruders that might thrust themselves 
in and interrupt the ceremony? "By no means," replied he; 
"these are the representatives of the sovereign people, wbo 
come here to make governors, senators, and members of as- 
sembly, and are the source of all power and authority in this 
nation." " Preposterous 1" said I, "how is it possible that such 
men can be capable of distinguishing between an honest man and 
a knave ; or, even if they were, wiU it not always happen that 
they are led by the nose by some intrigumg demagogue, and made 
the mere tools of ambitious political jugglers ? Surely it would 
be better to trust to providence, or even to chance, for governors, 
than resort to the discriminating powers of an ignorant mob. I 
plainly perceive the consequence. A man, who possesses supe- 
rior talents, and that honest pride which ever accompanies tliia 
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possession, will always be sacrificed to some creeping insect who 
will prostitute himself to familiarity with the lowest of mankind; 
and, like the idolatrous Egyptian, worship the wallowing tenants 
of filth and mire." 

" All this is true enough," replied my friend, " but after all, you 
cannot say but tliat this is a free country, and tliat the people can 
get drunk cheaper here, particularly at elections, than in the 
despotic countries of the east." I could not, with any degree of 
propriety or truth, deny this last assertion ; for just at that mo- 
ment a patriotic brewer arrived with a load of beer, which, for a 
moment, occaaoned a cessation of argument. The great crowd 
of buzzards, puffers, and " old oonthientals" of all parties, who 
throng to the polls, to persuade, to cheat, or to force the fireehold- 
ers into the right way, and to maintain the freedom of suffrage, 
seemed for a moment to forget their antipathies and joined heartily 
in a copious libation of this patriotic and argumentative beverage. 

These beer-barrels, indeed, seem to be most able logicians, well 
stored with that kind of sound argument best suited to ihe com- 
prehension, and most relished by the mob, or sovereign people, 
who are never so tractable as when operated upon by this con- 
vincing liquor, which, in ^ct, seems to be imbu& with the very 
spirit of a logocracy. No sooner does it begin its operation, than 
the tongue waxes exceeding valorous, and becomes impatient for 
some mighty conflict. The pufifer puts himself at the head of his 
body-guard of buzzards, and his legion of ragamuffins, and woe 
then to every unhappy adversary who is uninspired by the deity 
of the beer-barrel — ^he is sure to be talked, and argued, into com- 
plete insignificance. 

While I was making these observations, I was surprised to ob- 
serve a bashaw, high in office, shaking a fellow by the hand, that 
looked rather more ragged than a scarecrow, and inqmring with 
apparent solicitude concerning the health of his family; after 
which he slipped a little folded paper into his hand and turned 
away. I could not help applauding his humility in shaking the 
fellow's hand, and his benevolence in relieving hda distresses, for I 
imagined the paper contamed something for the poor man's neces- 
sities ; and truly he seemed verging towards the last stage of 
starvation. My friend, however, soon undeceived me by saying 
that this was an elector, and that the bashaw had mer^y given 
him the list of candidates for whom he was to vote. " Ho I ho I" 
said I, " then he is a particular friend of the bashaw ?" " By no 
means," replied my friend, "the bashaw will pass him without 
notice, the day aiter the election, exoept, perhaps, just to drive 
over him with his coach." 

My friend then proceeded to inform me that for some time 
before, and during the continuance of an election, there was a 
most delectable courtship, or intrigue, carried on between the 
great bashaws and the mother mob. That mother mob generally 
preferred the attentions of the rabble, or of fellows of her own 
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Stamp; but would soinetimes oondesoend to be treiatod to a feast- 
ing, or anything of that kmd at the bashaw's expense ! naj^ aome- 
times when she was in good humor, she would oondesoend to toy 
with him in her rough way; but woe be to the bashaw who at- 
tempted to be familiar with her, for she was the most pestilent, 
cross, crabbed, scolding, thieying, scratching, toping, wrong- 
headed, rebellious, and abominable termagant^ that ever was let 
loose in the world to the confusion of honest gentlemen bashaw& 

Just then a fellow came round and distributed among the 
crowd a number of hand-bills, written by the ghost of Washington, 
the fame of whose illustrious actions, and still more illustrious 
virtues, has reached even the remotest regions of the east, and 
who is Tenerated by this people as the Father of his country. 
On reading this paltry paper, I could not restrain my indignation, 
" Insulted hero," cried I, " is it thus thy name is profiuaed, tliy 
memory disgraced, thy spirit drawn down from heaven to adminis- 
ter to the brutal violence of party rage I — It is thus the necro- 
mancers of the east, by. their infernal incantations, sometioies call 
up the shades of the just, to give their sanction to frauds, to lies, 
and to every species of enormity." My friend smiled at my 
warmth, and observed, that raising ghosts, and not only raising 
them but making them speak, was one of the miracles of election. 
**And believe me," continued he, "there is good, reason for the 
ashes of departed heroes, being disturbed on these occasioiis, for 
such is the sandy foundation of our government, that there never 
happens an election of an alderman, or a collector, or even a con- 
stable, but we are in imminent danger of losing our liberties, and 
becoming a province of France, or tributary to the British islands." 
" By the hump of Mahomet's camel," said I, " but this is only 
another striking example of the prodigious great scale on which 
every thing is transacted in this country. 1" 

By this time I had become tired of the scene ; my head ached 
with the uproar of voices, mingling in all the discordant tones of 
triumphant exclamation, nonsensical argument, intemperate 
reproach, and drunken absurdity. The confusion was such as no 
language can adequately describe, and it seemed as if all the 
restraints of decency, and all the bands of law, had been broken 
and given place to the wide ravages of licentious brutality. These, 
thought I, are the orgies of" liberty I these are the manifestations 
of the spirit of independence I these are the symbols of man's 
sovereignty I Head of Mahomet I with what a mtal and inexor- 
able despotism do empty names and ideal phantoms exercise 
their dominion over the human mind 1 The experience of ages 
has demonstrated, that in all nations, barbarous or enlightened, 
the mass of the people, the mob, must be slaves, or they will be 
tyrants; but their tyranny will not be long: — some ambitious 
leader, having at. first condescended to be their slave, will 
at len^h become theu* master; and in proporticm to the vile- 
ness of his former servitude, will be the severity of his sub- 
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saquftBt tymniky. Yet, with mDumerable examples staring thesi 
in the !ao&, the people stfll bawl out liberty; by which they 
meaoi nothing hut freedom from every species of legad restrain^ 
snd s waammt for aQ Idndsi of licentiousness: and the bashawft 
asid leaden^ in cofirtuig tbe mob, convince them of tiieir power; 
and by administearmg to theff pafi8i<«is, for the purposes of am- 
bition, ai lengtb learn by &tal experience, that he who worships 
the beast that carries him on his back, will sooner or later be 
thrown vAo Iftie deist, aittd tratnpled tinder foot by the animal 
wfaa hflB learnt the secret of ito iK>wer, by this vety adoration. 

Ever thine, 

IfXTSTAPHA. 



FROM MY KliBOW-CSilR, 
MmB usrcLK joBor. 

To those whose habits of atostrafetioii may have let them into 
some of the secrets of their own mmda, and whose freedom from 
daily toil has left them at leisure to analyze their feelings, it will 
be nothing new to say that the present is peculiarly the season- 
of remembrance. The flowers, the zephyrs, and the warblers of 
spring, returning after their tedious absence, bring naturally to 
our reoollectioii past times and buried feeluigs ; and the whispers 
of the full foliaged grove, Ml on tJhe ear of contemplation, like the 
sweet tones of fiir distant friends whom the rude jostleifs of the 
world have severed from us aiid cast ffekr beyond our reach, tt is 
at sueh times, that casting backward many a Uugering look we 
recall, with a- Mnd of sweet-souled melancioly, the days of our 
youth, and the jocund companion^ who started with Ud the race 
of Mfe, but parted' niidway ih the journey to pursue ^me winding 
patiii that allured' them with a' prospect more seducing, — and 
never returned to us again. It is then, too, if we have beeii afflict- 
ed with any heavy sorrow, if w© have even lost, and Who has 
not I— an old friend, or chosen companion, that his shade will 
hover around us ; the memory of his virtues press on the heart ; 
and a thousand endearing recoUed^ons; ibrgotten amidst the cold 
pleasures and ihidhight dissipations of Whiter, arisid to our 
' remembrance. 

These speculations bring to my mind iCT ttkcle john, the 
history of whose loves, and disappointments, I have promised to 
the world. Though I must own myself much addicted to forget- 
ting my promises, yet, as I have been so happily reminded of this, 
I beHeve I must pay it at once, " and there is an end." Lest my 
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readers — good-natured souls that they arel BhouM in the ardor 
of peeping into millstones, take mj uncle for an old aoquajntance, 
I here inform them, that the old gentleman died a great many 
years ago, and it is impossible they should ever have known 
him: — ^I pity them — ^for they would have known a good-natured, 
benevolent man, whose example might have been of service. 

The last tune I saw my uncle John was fifteen years ago, when 
I paid him a visit at his old mansion. I found him reading a 
newspaper — ^for it was election time, and he was always a warm 
federalist, and had made several converts to the true political 
&ith m his time ; particularly one old tenant who always, just 

before the election, became a violent anti ; in order that he 

might be convinced of his errors by my unde, who never fiuled 
to reward his conviction by some substantial benefit 

After we had settled the affairs of the nation, and I had paid 
my respects to the old &mily chronicles in the kitchen, — an indis- 
pensable ceremony, — ^the old gentleman exdaimed, with heart- 
felt glee, " Well, I suppose you are for a trout-fishing ; — ^I have 
got every thing prepared ; — ^but first you must take a walk with 
me to see my improvements." I was obliged to ooMent; though 
I knew my unde would lead me a most villanous danoe, and in 
all probability treat me to a quagmire, or a tumble into a ditdL 
If my readers choose to accompany me in this expedition, they 
are welcome ; if not, let them stay at home like lazy fellows — 
and sleep— or be hanged. 

Though I had been absent several years, yet there was very 
little alteration in the scenery, and every object retained the same 
features it bore when I was a school-boy: for it was in this q>ot 
that I grew up m the fear of ghosts, and in the breaking of many 
of the ten commandments. The brook, or river, as they would 
call it in Europe, still murmured with its wonted sweetness 
through the meadow; and its banks were still tufted with dwarf 
willows, that bent down to the surface. The same echo inhabited 
the valley, and the same tender air of repose pervaded the whole 
scene. Even my good unde was but little altered, except that 
his hair was grown a little grayer, and his forehead had lost souk 
of its former smoothness. He had, however, lost nothing of hit. 
former activity, and laughed heartily at the difficulty I found iu 
keeping up with him as he stumped through bushes, and briers, 
and hedges; talking all the time about luis improvements, and 
telling what he would do with such a spot of ground and such a 
tree. At length, after showing me his stone fences, his famous 
two-year-old bull, his new invented cart, which was to go before 
the horse, and his Eclipse colt, he was pleased to return home to 
dinner. 

After dinner and returning thanks — ^which with him was not 
a ceremony merely, but an oflfering from the heart — my undo 
opened his trank, took out his fishing-tackle, and, without saying 
a word, sallied forth with some of those truly alarming steps 
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which Daddy Neptune onoe to(^ when he was in a great hurry 
to attend the aflto of the siege of Troy. Trout-fishing was my 
uncle's favorite sport; and, though I always caught 'two fish for 
his one, he never would aclmowiedge my superiority; hut puz- 
zled himself often, and often, to account for such a singular phe- 
nomenon. 

Following the current of the brook, for a mile or two, we 
retraced many of our old haunts, and told a hundred adventures 
which had befallen us at different times. It was like snatching 
the hoilr-glass of time, inverting it, and rolling back again the 
sands that had marked the lapse of years. At length the shadows 
began to lengthen, the south wind gradually settled into a per- 
fect ctdm, the sun threw his rays through the trees on the hill- 
tops in golden lustre, and a kind of Sabbath stillness pervaded 
the whole valley, indicating that the hour was fast approaching 
which was to relieve for a while, the farmer fh>m his rural labor, 
the ox from his toil, the school urchin from his primer, and 
bring the loving ploughman home to the feet of his blooming 
dairy-maid. 

As we were watching in silence the last rays of the sun, beam- 
ing their forewell radiance on the high hills at a distance, my uncle 
exdaimed, in a kind of half despondmg tone, while he rested his 
arm over an old tree that had fiaJlen — "I know not how it is, my 
dear Lannce, but su(^ an evening, and such a still quiet scene as 
this, always makes me a little sad ; and it is, at such a time, I am 
most 1^ to look forward with regret to the period when this 
&rm, on which *I have been young but now am old,' and every 
object around me that is endeared by long acqu£antance — when 
all these and I must shake hands and part I have no fear of 
death, for my life has afforded but little temptation to wickedness ; 
and when I die, I hope to leave behind me more substantial 
proo& of virtue than will be found in my epitaph, and more last- 
ing memorials than churches built or hospitals endowed, with 
wealth wrung firom the hard hand of poverty, by an unfeeling 
landlord or unprincipled knave ; — ^but still, when I pass such a 
day as this and contemplate such a scene, I cannot help feeling a 
latent wish to linger yet a little longer in this peaceful asylum ; 
to enjoy a little more suni^ine in this world, and to have a few 
more fishing matches with my boy." As he ended, he raised his 
h&nd a little from the fallen tree, and dropping it languidly by his 
ade, turned himself towards home. The sentiment, the look, the 
action, all seemed to be prophetic. And so they were, fbr when 
I shook him by the hand, and bade him &rewell the next morn- 
ii^ — ^it was for the last time ! 

He died a bachelor, at the age of sixty-three, though he had 
been all his life trying to get married, and always thought him- 
self on the point of accomplishing his wishes. His disappoint- 
ments were not owing either to the deformity of his mind or 
person ; for in his youth he was reckoned handsome, and I my- 
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self can witness for him that he had as kind a heart as ever was 
fashioned by heaven ; neither were they owing to hia povert j — 
which sometimes stands in an honest man's way — ^for he was 
bom to the inheritance of a small estate which was suMcient to 
establish his claim to the title of ''one well to do in the world." 
The truth is, my unde had a prodigious antipathy to doing things 
in a hurry. " A man shoi^d consider," said • he to me once^ 
'' that he can always get a wife, but cannot always get rid of her. 
For my part," continued he, *' I am a young &llow, with the 
world before me,** — ^he was but about forty 1 — " and am resolyed 
to look sharp^ weigh matters well, and know what's what, before 
I marry : in short, Launce, / danH intend to do the thing in a 
huaryy depend upon it" On this whim-wham he proceeded. He 
began with young girls, and ended with widows. The girls he 
courted until they grew old maids, or married out of pure appre- 
hension of incurring certain penalties hereafter ; and the widows 
not haying quite as much patienoe, generally at the end of a 
year, while the good man thought himself m the high road to suc- 
cess, married some harum-scarum joxmg fellow, who had not 
such an antipathy to doing things in a hurry. 

My uncle would have inevitably sunk under these repeated 
disappointments — for he did not want sensibility — had he not 
hit upon a discovery which set all to rights at once. He consoled 
hia vanity — ^for he was a little vain, and soothed his pride, which 
was his master passion — hy telling his friends very significantly, 
while his eye would flash triumph, " that Ae migJU have had ^«r." 
Those who know how much of the bitterness of disappointed 
affection arises from wounded vanity and exasperated pride^ will 
give my uncle credit for this discovery. 

My uncle had been told by a prodigious number of married 
men, and had read in an innumerable quantity of books^ that 
a man could not possibly be happy except in the marriage state ; 
so he determined at an early age to marry, that he might not 
lose his only chance for happiness. He accordingly forthwith 
paid his addresses to the daughter of a neighboring gentleman 
farmer, who was reckoned the beauty of £e whole world; a 
phrase by which the honest country people mean nothing more 
than the circle of their acquaintance, or that territory of land 
which is within sight of the smoke of their own hamlet 

This young lady, in addition to her beauty, was highly accom- 
plished, for she had spent five or six months at a boarding-school 
in town ; where she learned to work pictures in satui and paint 
sheep, that might be mistaken for wolves ; to hold up her head, 
set straight in her chair, and to think every species of useftil 
acquirement beneath her attention. When she returned home, so 
completely bad she forgotten every thing she knew before, that on 
seeing one of the maids milking a cow, she asked her father, with 
an air of most enchanting ignorance, "what that odd looking 
tiling was doing to that queer ammal?" The old man shook hia 
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head at this; but thQ mother was delighted at tfaeae aym^toms of 
^^tility, and ap eaajnored of her daughter's accomphshmeuts 
tjbat she, actually got framed a picture worked in satin by the 
youDg lady. 1% represented tiie Tomb Scene in Romeo an^ 
Juliet: Romeo. wa^, dressed in an ora;ige-colore4 otoak, fiwtened 
round his neck with a lai^ge golden clasp; a white satin tam* 
boured waistcoat, leather breeches, blue silk stockings, and white 
topt boots. The amiable Juliet shone in a flame-colored gown, 
most gorgeonfAy bes^ngled with silver stars, a high crowned 
mucdin cap that readied to the top of the tomb;— on her feet she 
wore a pair of short-quartered high-heeled shoes, and her waist 
was the exact fao-simUe of an inverted sugarloaC The head of 
the "noble county Paris " looked like a chimney-sweeper^s brush 
that had lost its handle ; and the cloak of the good Friar hung 
about him as gracefully as the armor of a rhinoceros. The good 
lady considered this picture as a splendid proof of her daughter's 
accomplishments, and hung it up in the best parlor, as an honest 
tradesman does his certificate of admission into that enlightened 
body yclept the Mechanic Society. 

Witib this accomplished young lady then did my uncle John 
become deeply enamored, and, as it was his first love, be 
det^mined to bestir himself in an extraordinary manner. Once 
at least in a fortnight, and generally on a Sunday evening, he 
would put on his leather breeches, for he was a great beau, mount 
his grey horse Pepper, and ride over to see his Miss Pamela, 
though she lived upwards of a mile ofi^ and he was obliged 
to pass close by a church yard, which at least a hundred creditable 
persons would swear was haunted I — Miss Pamela could not be 
insensible to such proofs of attachment, and accordingly received 
him with considerable kindness; her mother always left the room 
when he came, and my uncle had as good as made a declaration 
by saying one evening, very significantly, " that he believed tliat 
he should soon change his condition ;" when, some how or other, 
he began to think he was doing ihmgs in too greoA a hurrf/j and 
that it was high time to consider : so he considered near a month 
about it, and there is no saying how mudi longer he might have 
spun the thread of his doubts had he not been rou^ firom 
this state of indecision, by the news that his mistress had married 
an attorney's apprentice who she had seen the Sunday before at 
church ; where he had excited the applauses of the whole congre- 
gation by the invincible gravity with which he listened to a 
Dutch sermon. The young people in the neighborhood laughed 
a good deal at my undo on the occasion, but he only shragged 
his shoulders, looked mysterious, and replied, " Tutj Jxjyal Imighi 
Tuwe had her." 



KOTE VT WILLIAlf WIZARD, ESQ. 
Our publlsker, who Is traaily engaged in printing a celebrated wn-k, 
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which is perhaps more generAlly read in this dty than any other book, not 
ezoeptinff the Bible;—! mean the New- York Directory— has begged so 
hard that we will not overwhelm him with too mnch of a good thtn^ that 
we baye, with LangstalT's iq>probation, cut short the resldne of nnde Mm^ 
amooTB. In all probability it will be giyen in a ftitore nnmber, wbenoTer 
Lanncelot is in the hnmor for it-4ie Is sach an odd— -bati mam—tot 
fear of another so^ension. 
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No. Xn.— SATURDAY, JUNE 2*7, 1807. 

FEOM MY ELBOW-CHAIR. 

SoiCB men delight in the study of plantSj in the dSiaseetion of a 
leaf^ or the contour and complexion of a tulip; — others are 
charmed with the beauties of the feathered race, or the varied 
hues of the insect tribe. A naturalist will apemd hours in the 
fatig^ng pursuit of a butterfly, and a man of the ton will waste 
whole years in the chase of a fine lady. I fee! a respect for their 
avocations, for my own are somewhat similar. I love to open 
the great volume of human charactw ; — to me the examination of 
a beau is more interesting than that of a daffodO or narcissus; 
and I feel a thousand times more pleasure in catdiing a new 
view of humim nature, than in kidnapping the most gorgeous 
butterfly,— even an Bmperw of Morocco himself I 

In my present situation I have ample room for the indulgence 
of this taste ; for, perliaps, there is not a house in this dtj more 
fertile in subjects for the anatomist of human character, than my 
cousin Oocldoft's. Honest Christopher, as I have before men- 
tioned, is one of those hearty old cavaliers who pride themselves 
upon keepmg up the good, honest, unceremonious hospitality of 
old times. He is never so happy as when he has drawn about 
him a knot of sterling^hearted associates, and sits at the head of 
his table dispensing a warm, dieermg, welcome to alL His 
countenance expands at every glass and beams forth emanations 
of hilarity, benevolence, and good fellowship, that inspire and 
gladden every guest around him. It is no wonder, therefore, that 
such excellent social quahties should attract a host of Mends and 
guests ; in fact, my couon is almost overwhelmed with them ; 
and they all, uniformly, pronounce old Codtloft to be one of the 
finest old fellows in the world. His wine also always comes in for 
a good share of their approbation; nor do they forget to do honor 
to Mrs. Cockloft's cookery, pronouncing it to be modelled after 
the most approved recipes of Heliogabalus and Mrs. Glasse. The 
variety of company thus attracted is pwrticulariy pleasmg to 
me ; for, being coiiidered a privileged person in fee fomify, I 
can sit in a comer, indulge in my &vorite amus^nent of obser- 
vation, and retreat to my elbow-chair like a bee to his hive» 
whenever I have collected sufficient food for meditation. 

Will Wizard is particularly effldwit m addtng to the stock of 
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originals which frequent our lioase ; for he is one of the most in- 
veterate hunters of oddities I ever knew; and his first care, on 
making a new acquaintance, is to gallant him to old (Cockloft's, 
where he never fails to receive the freedom of the house in a 
pinch from his gold box. Will has, without exception, the queer- 
est, most eccentric, and indescribable set of intimates that ever 
man possessed ; how he became acquainted with them I cannot 
conceive, except by supposing there is a secret attraction or unio- 
teUigible sympathy that unconsciously draws together oddities of 
every soil. 

Will's great crony for some time was Tom Straddls, to whom 
he took a great liking. Straddle had just arrived in an impor- 
tation of hardware, fresh from the city of Birmingham, or ratlier, 
as the most learned English would call it, Brwrnnuigem^ so famous 
for its manufactories of gimblets, penknives, and pepper-boxes; 
and where they make buttons and beaux enough to inundate our 
whole country. He was a young man of considerable standing in 
the manufactory at Birmingham, sometimes had the honor to 
hand his master's daughter into a tim-whiskey, was the oracle of 
the tavern he frequented on Sundays, and could beat all his asso- 
ciates, if you would take his word for it, in boxing, beer-drinking, 
jumping over chairs, and imitating cats in a gutter and opera 
singers. Straddle was, moreover, a member of a Catch Club, and 
was a great hand at ringing bob-majors ; he was, of coarse, a 
complete connoisseur of music, and entitled to assume that cha- 
racter at all performances in the art. He was likewise a member 
of a Spouting Club, had seen a company of strolling actors per- 
form in a barn, and had even, like Abel Drugger, " enacted" the 
part of Major Sturgeon with considerable applause; he was con- 
sequently a profound critic, and fully authorised to turn up his 
nose at any American performances. He had twice partaken of 
annual dinners, given to the head manufacturers of Birmingham. 
where he had the good fortune to get a taste of turtle and turbot ; 
and a smack of champaign and Burgundy; and he had heard a 
vast deal of the roast beef of Old England ; he was therefore epi- 
cure sufficient to d — n every dish, and every glass of wine, he 
tasted in America, though, at the same time, he was as voracious 
an animal as ever crossed the Atlantia Straddle had been 
splashed half-a-dozen times by the carriages of nobility, and had 
once the superlative felicity of being kicked out of doors by the 
footman of a noble duke ; he could, tlierefore, tdk of nobility and 
despise the untitled plebeians of America. In short, Straddle 
was one of those dapper, bustling, florid, round, 8elf-imp(Nrtant 
^^gemmem" who bounce upon us half beau half button-maker; 
undertake to give us the true polish of the ban ton, and endeavor 
to inspire us with a proper and dignified contempt of our native 
country. 

Straddle was quite in raptures when his employers determined 
to send him to America as an agent. He considered himself as 
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ygoing among a nation of barbarians, where he would be receired 
as a prodigy ; he anticipated, with a proud satisfaction, the busUe 
and confusion his arriyal wo^d occasion; the crowd that would 
throng to gaze at him as he passed through the streets ; and had 
little doubt but thai he should occasion as much curioaty as an 
Indian chief or a Turk in the streets of Birmingham. He had 
heard of the beauty of our women, and chuckled at the thought 
of how completely he should eclipse their unpolished beaux; 
and the number of despairing lovers that would mourn the hoar 
of his arriyal I am even ii^ormed by Will Wizard that he put 
good store of beads, spike-nails, and looking-glasses in his trunk 
to win the affections of the fair ones as they paddled about in 
their bark canoes ; the reason Will gave for this error of Strad- 
dle's, respecting our ladies, was, that he had read in Gruthrie's 
Geography that the aborigines of America were all savages; an4 
not exsbctly understandmg the word aborigines, he applied to one 
of his fellow-apprentices, who assured him that it was the Latiu 
word for inhabitants. 

Wizard used to tell another anecdote of Straddle, which always 
put him in a passion : Will swore that the captain oi the ship 
told him, that when Straddle heard they were off the banks of 
Newfoundland, he insisted up(»i gmng on shore there to gather 
some good cabbages, of which he was excessively fond. Strad- 
dle, however, denied all this, and declared it to be a mischievous 
quiz of Will Wizard ; who indeed often made himself merry at 
his expense. However this may be, certain it is, he kept his 
tailor and shoemaker constantly employed for a month before 
his departure; equipped himself with a smart crooked stick 
about eighteen inches long, a pair of breeches of most unheard-of 
length, a little short pair of Hoby's white-topped boots, that 
seemed to stand on tip-toe to reach his breeches, and his hat had 
the true trans-atlantic declination towards his right ear. The 
f^t was, nor did he make any secret of it — ^he was determined to 
astonish Vie naUves afewT 

Straddle was not a little disappointed on his arrival, to find the 
Americans were rather more civilized than be had imagined ; ho 
was suffered to walk to his lodgings unmolested by a crowd, and 
even unnoticed by a single individual; no love-letters came 
pouring in upon him ; no rivals lay in wait to assassinate him ; 
liis very dress excited no attention, for there were many fools 
dressed equally ridiculously with himselfl This was mortifying 
indeed to an aspiring youth, who had come out with the idea of 
astonishing and captivating. He was equally unfortunate in his 
pretensions to the character of critic, connoisseur, and boxer ; he 
condemned our whole dramatic corps, and every thing appertain- 
ing to the theatre; but his critical abilities were ridiculed; ha 
found fault with old Cockloft's dinner, not even sparing his wine, 
and was never invited to the house afterwards ; he scoured the 
streets at night, and was cudgelled by a sturdy watchman ; he 
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hoaxed an honest meohanic, and was qoundly Isicked. Thus dis- 
appointed in all his attempts at notoriety, Straddle hit on the ex- 
pedient which was resorted to by the Giblets — ^lie determined to 
take the town by storm. He accordingly bought horses and equi- 
pages, and forthwith made a furious dash at sl^le in a gig and 
tandem. 

As Straddle^ finances were but limited, it may easily be si^h 
posed that ins fashionable career infringed a little upon his con- 
signment, which was indeed the case, for, to use a true cockney 
phrase, Brvmrnagefm suffered. But this was a eircumstaooe that 
made little impression upon Straddle, who was now a lad (^ spirit, 
and lads of spirit always despise the sordid cares of keeping ano- 
ther man's money. Suspecting this circumstance, I never could 
witness any of his exhibitions of style, without some whimsical 
association of ideas. Bid he give an entertainment to a host of 
guzzling friends, I immediately &ncied them gormandizing 
heartily at the expense of poor Birmingham, and swallowing a 
consignment of hand-saws and razors. Did I behold him dashing 
through Broadway in his gig ; I saw him, " in my mind's eye " 
driving tandem on a nest of tea-boards ; nor coiid I ever con- 
template his cockney exhibitions of horsemanship, but my mis- 
chievous imagination would picture him spurring a cask of hard- 
ware, like rosy Bacchus bestriding a beer barrel, or the little 
gentleman who bestraddles the world in the firont of Hutching's 
almanac. 

Straddle was equally successful with the Giblets, as may well 
be supposed ; for though pedestrian merit may strive In vain to 
become &shionable in Gotham, yet a candidate in an equipage is 
always recognized, and like Phihp's ass, laden with gold, i?nll gain 
admittance everywhere. Mounted in his cunide or his gig, the 
candidate is like a statue elevated on a high pedestal, his merits 
are discernible from alhr, and steike the digest optics. Oh I Go- 
tham, Grotham 1 most enlightened of dties ! — ^how does my heart 
swell with delight when I behold your sapient inhabitants lavish- 
ing their attention with such wonderfrd discernment! 

Thus Straddle became quite a man of ton, and was caressed, 
and courted, and invited to dinners and balla Whatever 
was absurd or ridiculous in him before was now declared to 
be the style. He criticised our theatre, and was listened to with 
reverence. He pronounced our musical entertainments barbarous ; 
and the judgment of Apollo hhnself would not have been more 
decisive. He abused our dinners: and the god of eating, if there 
be any such deity, seemed to sp^Jc through his organs. He be- 
came at once a man o/L taste, for he put h& malediction on eveiy- 
tiimg; and his arguments were condusive, for he supported every 
assertion with a bet He was likewise pronounced, by the learned 
in the fiushionable world, a young man of great research and deep 
observation; fxx he had sent home, as natural curiosities, an ear 
of Indian own, a pair of moccasins, a belt of wampum, and a four- 
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leaved dover. He had taken great pains to enrich this cuckms 
collection with an Indian and a cataract, but without success. In 
fine, the people talked of Straddle and his equipage, and Straddle 
talked to his horses, untU it was impossible fi» the most critical 
obaeirer to pronounce, whether Stnlddle or his horses were roost 
admired, or whether Straddle admired himsdf or his horses 
most. 

Straddle was now in the zenith of his f^ory* He swaggered 
about parlors and drawing-rooms with the same unceremonious 
confidence he used to disj^y in the tarems at Birmingham. He 
accosted a lad j as he wocUd a bar-maid ; and this was pronounced 
a certain proof that he had been used to better company in Bir* 
minghaoL He became the great man of all the tayems between 
New York and Harlem, and no one stood a chance of being accom- 
modated, until Straddle and his horses were perfidctly satisfied. He 

d d the landlords and waiters with the best air in tiie world, and 

accosted them with the truegentlemanJiy familiarity. He staggered 
from the dinner table to the play, entered the box Iflce a tempest, 
and staid long enough to be bored to death, and to bore all those 
who had the nnsfortune to be near him. From thence he dashed 
off to a baU time enough to flounder through a cotillion, tear half a 
dozen gowns, commit a number of other depredations^ and make 
the whole company sensible of his infinite condescension in com- 
ing amongst them. The people of Gotham thought him a prodi- 
gious fine fellow ; the young bucks cultivated his acquaintance 
with the most persevering assiduity ; and his retainers were some- 
times complimented with a seat in his curricle, or a ride on one 
of |iis fine horses. The belles were delighted with the attentions 
of such a fashionable gentleman, and struck with astonishment at 
his learned distinctions between wrought acassors, and those of 
cast-steel ; together with his profound dissertations on buttons 
and horse flesh. The rich merchants courted his acquaintance 
because he was an Englishman, and their wives treated him 
with great deference because he had come fi*om beyond seas. I 
cannot help here observing that your salt water is a marvellous 
great sharpener of men's witSy and I intend to recommend it to 
some of my acquaintanoe in a particular essay. 

Straddle continued his brilliant career for only a short tlma 
His prosperous journey over the turnpike of &sbion wa^ checked 
by some of those stumbling-blocks in the way of aspiring youth, 
called creditors, or duna — a race of people who, as a celebrated 
writer observes, " are hated by gods and men." Consignments 
slackened, whispers of distant suspicion floated in the dark, and 
those pests of society, the tailors and shoemakers, rose in rebellion 
against Straddle. In vain were all his remonstrances, in vain did he 
prove to them that though he had given them no money, yet he 
had given them more custom, and as many promises as any young 
mail in the city. They were inflexible, and the signal of danger 
boing given, a host of other prosecutors pounced upon his back. 
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Straddle saw there was but one way for it ; he determined to do 
the thing genteelly, to go to smash like a hero, and dashed into 
the limits in high style, being the fifteenth gentleman I have 

known to drive tandem to the — ne pku ultra — ^the d ^1. 

Unfortunate Straddle I may thy &te be a warning to all yonng 
gentlemen who oome out from Birmingham to astoni^ the natives I 
I should never have taken the trouble to delineate his character 
liad he not been a genuine cockney, and worthy to be the repre- 
sentative of his numerous tribe. Perhaps my simple countrymen 
may hereafter be able to distinguidi between the real EngUsh gen- 
tleman, and individuals of the east I have heretofore spoken o(^ 
as mere mongr^ springing at one bound from contemptible ob- 
scurity at home to daylight and splend(»r in this good-natured 
land. The true-bom and true-bred English gentleman is a dia- 
racter I hold in great respect ; and I love to look back to the 
period when our forolhthers flouridied in the same genetous soil, 
and hailed each other as brothers. But the codmeyl — when I 
ccmtemplate him as springing too from the same source, I feel 
ashamed of the relationship, and am tempted to deny my origin. 
In the character of Straddle is traced the complete outiine of a true 
cockney, of English growth, and a descendant of that individual 
fiioetbus character mentioned by Shalospeare, '* who^ in pure Jand- 
M88 lo hia hcree, buttered hia My." 



THE STRAKGBB AT HOMEj OB, A TOUK IN 
BROADWAY. 

BT JSBEHT COOBXOFT, THE TOUVOEB. 
PKEFAOKr 

TouB learned, traveller begins his travels at the commencement 
of his journey; others begin theirs at the end; and a third class 
begin any how and any where, which I think is the true way. 
A late &cetious writer begins what he calls "a Picture of Kew 
York," with a particular description of Glen's Falls, from whence 
with admirable dexterity he makes a digression to the celebrated 
Mill Rock on Long Island I Now, this is what I like; and I 
intend, in my present tour, to digress as often and as long as I 
please. I^ therefore, I choose to make a hop, skip, and jump to 
China, or new Holland, or Terra Incognita^ or Communipaw, I can 
produce a host of examples to justify me, even in books that have 
been praised by the English reviewers, whose fiat being all that 
is necessary to give books a currency in this country, I am deter- 
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mined, as soon as I fini^ my edition of travels in seventy-five 
volumes, to transmit it forthwith to them for judgment. If these 
trans- Atlantic censors praise it, I have no fear of its success in 
this country, where their approbation gives, like the Tower stamp, 
a fictitious value, and makes tinsels and wampum pass current for 
classic gold. 

OHAFTES I. 

Battery — flag-staff kept by Louis Keaffee— Keaffee maintains 
two spy-glasses by subscriptions — merchants pay two shillings a 
year to look through them at the signal poles on Staten Island — 
a very pleasant prospect ; but not so pleasant as that Srom the hill 
of Howth — quere, ever been there ? Young seniors go down to 
the flag-staff to buy peanuts and beer, after the fatigue of their 
morning studies, and sometimes to play at ball, or some other 
innocent amusement— digression to the Ol3m]pic, and Isthmian 
games, with a description of the Isthmus of Corinth, and that of 
Darien: to conclude with a dissertation on the Indian custom of 
offering a whiff of tobacco smoke to their great spirit Areskou. — 
Return to the battery — delightful place to indulge in the luxury 
of sentiment. How various are the mutations of this world! 
but a few days, a few hours — ^at least not above two hundred 
years ago, and this spot was inhabited by a race of aborigines, 
who dwelt in bark huts, lived upon oysters and Indian com, 
danced buffalo dances, and were lords "of the fowl and the 
brute ;" but the spirit of time, and the spirit of brandy have swept 
them from their ancient inheritance : and as the white wave of 
the ocean, by its ever toiling assiduity, gains on the brown land, 
so the white man, by slow and sure degrees, has gained on the 
brown savage, and dispossessed him of the land of his fore&thers. 
— Conjectures on the&ist peopling of America — different opinions 
on that subject, to the amount of near one hundred — opinion of 
Augustine Tomiel — that they are the descendants of Shem and 
Japheth, who came by the way of Japan to America. — Juffiridius 
Petri says they came from Frizeland. — ^mem. cold journey — Mons. 
Charron says they are descended from the Gauls — bitter enough — 
A. Milius from the Celt83 — ^Kircher firom the Egyptians — ^L'Compte 
from the Fhenicians — ^Lescarbot from the Ouiaanites, alias the 
Anthropophagi — Brerewood from the Tartars — Grotius from the 
Norwegians — and Linkum Fidelius has written two folio volumes 
to prove that America was first of 411 peopled' either by the anti- 
podeans or the Cornish miners, who, he maintains, might easily 
have made a subterranean passage to this country, particulavly 
the antipodeans, who, he asserts, can get along under ground as 
fast as moles— ^uere, which of these is in the right» or are they all 
wrong ? For my part, I don't see why America had not as good 
a right to be peopled at first, as any little contemptible count^ in 
Europe, or Asia; and I am determined to write a book at my first 
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leisure^ to prove that Noah was bora here — and that so &r is 
America from being indebted to anj other country for inhabitant^ 
that they were every one of them peopled by colonies froai her! 
— mem. battery a very pleasant place to walk on a Simday even- 
ing—not quite genteel tliough — every body walks there, and a 
pleasure, however genuine, is spoiled by general participation — 
the fashionable ladies of New York turn up their noees if you 
ask them to walk on the battery oo. Sunday— quere, have they 
scruples of conscience, or scruples of delicacy? neither — they 
have (nJy scruples of gentiUty, which are quite diiSforent things. 



GHAFTBB IL 

Custom-house— origin of duties on merchandise— this place 
much frequented by merchants — ^and why?i~-differeat dasses of 
merchants — ^importers — a kind of nobility — ^^Hioiesaie merchants 
— ^have the privilege of going to the city assembly t — ^Retail tra- 
ders cannot go to the assembly.— ^me curious speculations on the 
vast distinction betwixt sellhig tape by the piece or by Hie yard. 
— ^Wholesale m^xshanta look down upon ihe retaitera, who in 
return look down upon the green grocers, who look down upon 
the market women, who don't care a straw about any of them. — 
Origin of the distinction of raaks— Dr. Johnson enoe honiUy 
puzzled to settle the point of precedence between a louse and a 
flea — good hint enough to humble purse-proud arrogance. — Cus- 
tom-house partly used as a lodging house for the pictures belong- 
ing to the academy of arts— couldn't afford the statues house- 
room, most of them in the cellar of the City-hidl— poor j^ace for 
the gods and goddesses—after Olympus. — ^Pensive refleetiOBS on 
the ups and ctowns of li£e — ^ApoUo, and the rest of the set, used to 
cut a great figure in days of yore, — Mem.^-ev«7 dog haa his dajr 
— sorry for Venus though, poor wench, to be coq^ed up in a 
cellar with not a single grace to wait on her! — ^Bulogy on tlie 
gentlemen of the academy of arts, f(Mr the great ^irit with wliicli 
tiiey began the undertalung, and the perseverance with which 
they have pursued it — ^It is a pity, however, they began at the 
wrong end— maxim*— If you want a bird and a cage, alwajrs buy 
the cage flrstr-hemi— a word to the wise I 



OHAPTBB m. 

Bowling green^^fine place for pasturing cows— a perquisite of 
the late corporation — ^formeriy ornamented with a statue of Q«orge 
the 3d — ^people pulled it down in the war to make bullets — great 
pity, as it might have been given to the academy — it would Imve 
become a cellar as well as any other. — ^Broadway — great diftV.T- 
ence in the gentility of streets — a man who resides in Tearl- 
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street, or C9ntiiiBsi-Tow, derivei no kind of dignity from his 
danik»l ; but place him in a certain part of Broadway, any where 
between ihe battery and Wall'^staneet, and he straightway becomes 
entitled to figure in the beau moade, and strut as a p««onof pro- 
digious consequence I— Quere, whether tiiere is a degree of purity 
in the air of that quarter wlnoh changes the gross particles of vul- 
garity into gems of refinement «ad poMi?— A question to be 
asked, but not to be answered-^Wal^street — Oity-hall, fkmous 
place for oitch-poles, deputy sheriti^ acd young lawyers ; which 
last attend the courts, not because ^ley have buaness there, but 
because they haye no business any where else. My blood always 
curdles wh^ I see a catch-pole, they being « species of vermin, 
who feed and &tten on the common wrertdiednees of mankind, 
who trade in misery, and in beeonung the •executioners of the 
Jaw, by their oppression and viliany, almost counteilMilance all 
the b^iefits which are derived fi:om its salutary regulations^-Btory 
of Quevedo about a catdi-pole possessed by a devil, who, on being 
mteciogated, dedared that he did not oome there ^^untarily, but 
by oompulsion; and that a decent devil would nerer of his own 
&9e will enter into the body of » oatdi-pole ; instead, th«*efore, 
^ do&ag him the injustice to say thait here was a catdi-pde be- 
^LeviUed, liiey idiould say, k was a devil be-catob-poled ; that being 
in reality the troth — ^Wonder what has become of the old erier 
ot the omut, who used to make more noise in presaring 
sileBoe than the audience did in bawaking it — if a man hap- 
pened to drop his cane, tiie old hero would sing out "silence!^ 
in * voiae that emulated tiie **wide mout^ied thunder^'-^^n 
inquiring, &fund he had retired ftom busoneas to enjoy otium cum 
dia^niMej as many a great man bad done before.---Strang6 that 
wise soen, as they are thought, should ts>il through a whole exist- 
ence merely to enjoy a few moments of leisure at last I why don't 
tbey beg^ to be easy at first, and not purchase a mementos plea- 
sure with an age of pain 7 — ^mem. poeed some of the jockeys-^ 1 



CHAFTBK TV. ' 

Barber's pde ; iknt dififerent orders of shavers hx New York — 
tiioee who sba^^e pigs; KB.—- frei^men and sophomores,— 4hose 
who out beards, and those who shave neies of homA] the last are 
the most respectable, because, in the course of a year, they make 
more money, and that A<m«8%, than the whole corps <^ other 
shavers can do in half a century ; besides, it would puzzle a com- 
mon barber to rajn any man, except by cutting his throat : where* 
as your higher order of showers, your true bloodsuckers of the 
community, seated snugly behind the curtain, in wateh for pre^ 
live on the vitals of the unlbrtunate, and grow rich on the rum or 
thousands. Yet this last dass of ha/rbers are held in high respect 
in the world; they never offend agahist the deoendesof life, go 
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often to dinrch, look down on honest poverty walking on foot, 
and call themselves gentlemen; yea^ men of honor! — ^Lottery 
oJQKces — another set of capital shavers ! — licensed gambling houses 1 
good things enough, as they enable a few hemesi, t/ndustrums gen- 
Uem/en to humbug the people — aooording to law; — ^besides, if the 
people will be such fools, whose &ult is it but their own if they 
get hUf — ^Messrs. Paff— beg pardon for putting them in snc^ bad 
company, because they are a couple of fine f^ilows — mem. to re- 
commend Michaers antique snuff-box to all amateurs in (fib art — 
Eagle smging Yankee^oodle — JSJB. — Bi^on, Pennant, and the 
rest of the naturalists, all natwais not to know the eagle was a 
singing bird; Tiinkum Fidelias knew better, and gives a long de- 
scription of a bald eagle that serenaded him once in Canada; — 
digression; particular aooount of the Canadian Indians; — story 
about Areakoa learning to make fishing nets of a spider-^on't 
believe it, thou^ because, according to Linkum, and many other 
learned authorities, Areskou is the same as Mars^ being derived 
tmrn his Greek name of Area; and if so, he knew w^ enough 
what a net was without consulting a spider ; — story of Aradme 
being changed into a spider as a reward for having hanged her- 
self;— 4erivation of the word iq>inster firom spider; — Colophon, 
now Altobosco, the birthplace of Arachne, remarkable for a &- 
mous breed of spiders to this day ; — mem. — ^nothing like a Httle 
8cholar8hip---make the ignora/muB, viz. the majority of my readers, 
stare like wild pigeons ; — ^return to Kew York a short cut— meet 
a dashing belle, in a little thidc white veil— *tried to get a peep at 
her &ce---fiaw £die squinted a little-^houg^t so at first; — never 
saw a &ce covered with a veil that was worth looking at; — saw 
some ladies holding a conversation across the street about going 
to church next Sunday — ^talked so loud they frightened a cart- 
man's horse, who ran away, and overset a basket of gingerbread 
with a little boy under it ; mem. — ^I don't much see tiie use of 
speaking-trumpets now-a-days. 



CHAPniB V. 

Bought a pair of gloves; dry-good stores the gentdne schools 
of politeness — ^true Parisian manners there— got a pair of gloves 
and a pistareen's worth of bows fbr a dollar — dog cheap I — Court- 
landt-street comw— &mou8 place to see the belles go by — quer» 
ever been shopping with a lady? — some account of it — ^ladies go 
into all the shops in the city to buy a pair of gloves — good way 
of q>ending time, if tliey have nothing else to do. — Oswego mar- 
ket — ^looks very much like a triumphal arch — some account of the 
manner of erecting them in ancient times; digression to the archr 
duke Charles, and some aocoimt of the aocient Germans. KB.— 
quote Tacitus on this subject. — ^Partieular description of maricet- 
baskets, butchers' blocks, and wheelbarrows ; — mem* queer things 
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run Tipon one wheel! — Saw a cartman driving fbU tilt throngli 
Broadway — ^run over a child — good enough for it — ^what business 
had it to be in the way ? — ^Hint concerning the laws against pigs, 
goats, dogs, and cartmen — grand apostrophe to the sublime sci- 
ence of jurisprudence ^--comparison between legislators and tin- 
kers ; quere, whether it requires greater ability to mend a Jaw 
than to mend a kettle ? — ^inquiry into the utility of making laws 
that are broken a hundred times in a day with impunity ;— my 
Lord Goke's opinion on the subject: my Lord a very great man 
— so was Lord Bacon : a good story about a criminal named Hog 
claiming relationship with him. — ^Hogg's porter-house ; — a great 
haunt oi Will Wizadrd; Will put down there one night by a sea- 
captam, in an argument concerning the era of the Chinese em- 
pire Whangpo; — Hogg's a capital place for hearing the same 
stories, the same jokes, and the same songs every xugbt in the 
year — mem. except Sunday ni^ts ; fine sdbool for young pohti- 
dans too— «ome of the longest and thickest heads in the dty 
come there to settle the nation. — Scheme of Ichaibod Ftmgus to 
restore the balance of Surope ;— digression ; — some 'acoount of 
the balance of Europe; comparison between it and a pair of 
scales, with the Emperor Alexander in one and the Emperor Na- 
poleon in the other : fine fellows — ^both of a wdght, can't tell 
which will kick the beam:-— mem. don't care much either — 
nothing to me : — Ichahod very unhappy about it — ^thinks Napo- 
leon luis an eye on this country— capital place to pasture his 
horses, and provide for the rest of his family: — ^Dey-street— 
ancient Dutch name of it, signifying murderers'-valley, formerly 
the site of a great peach onward ; my grandmother's history of 
the &mous Peach war — ^arose from an Indian stealing peaches 
out of this orchard; good cause as need be for a war; just as 
good as the balance of power. Anecdote of a war between two 
Itadian states about a bucket ; introduce some capital new truisms 
about the folly of mankind, the ambition of kings, potentates, 
and princes ; particularly Alexander^ Caesar, Charles the Xllth, 
Napoleon, httle King Pepin, and the great Charlemagne. — Con- 
clude With an exhortation to the present race of sovereigns to 
keep the king's peace, and abstam from all those deadly quarrels 
which produce battle, murder, and sudden death : mem. ran my 
nose against a lamp-post— <x>nclude in great dudgeon. 



FROM MY ELBOW OHAIR. 



Oua cousin Pindar, afi»r having been confined for some time 
past with a fit of the goat| which is a kind of keepsake in our 
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fiiiDlljr, has attain set bSs mill going, «8 my raadera wQl peroeira 
On reading his |^6ce I could not help smiling at the high oompli- 
ments whkh, oontnay to his nsoal styles he has lavished on the 
dear sex. The old genUeman, unfortanately observing my met- 
rimeiit, stomped out of the room with great vodieratloii of cmtdi, 
an4 has not exchanged three words with me since. I expect 
eveiy hour to hear that he has packed np his moveables, and, as 
tisual in aU cases of disgust, retreated to his old country hoiuse. 

Pindar, like most of the old Coddoft heroe% is wondeifbUy sus- 
ceptible to the genial influence at warm weather. In winter be 
is one of the most crusty cM bachelors under heaven, and 10 wick- 
edly ad^Uoted to sarcastic reflections of ev«ry kind, partSculariy 
on the little enchanting foibles and whim-whams of women. But 
when the spring comes on, and the mild influence of the sun 
releases nature flx>m her icy fetters, the ice of his bosom dissolves 
into a gentle current which reflects the bewitching qualities of 
the fikir; as in some mild, clear evening, when nature reposes in 
silence^ the stream bean in its pure bosom all the stany magnifi- 
oenos of heaven. It is under the control of this influence he has 
written his piece ; and I beg the ladies, in the plenitude of their 
harmless conceit, not to flatter themselves that because the good 
Phidar has suffered them to escape his censures he had no&h^ 
m<Mne to censure. It is but snnriiine and sephyis which have 
wrought this wonderftil change; and I am mudi mistaken if the 
first north-easter don't convert all his good nature hito most ex- 
quisite spleen. 



FROM THE MILL OF PI]!n)AR COOELOFT, ESQ. 

How often I cast my refleotionft behind, 
And call up the days of pNset youth to my mind 
When iblly assails in habiliments new, 
When fashion obtrudes some fresh whim*whaia to view; 
When the fopiings of &shion bedazzle my sight, 
Bewilder my feelings — ^my senses benight ; 
I retreat m disgust from the world of to-day. 
To conmmne with the world that has mddkler'd away; 
To converse with the shades of those friends of my love, 
Long gathered in peace to the angels above. 

In my rambles through life should I meet with annoy, 
From the bold beardless striplingh— the turbid pert boy, 
One rear'd in the mode lately redconM g^iteel, 
Whieh neglecting the head, aims to perfect the heel; 
Winch completes the sweet fbpUng while yvt in his toeu^ 
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And fits him for Sisbion^s light changeable soenes; 
Proclaims him a man to the near and the ^r. 
Can he dance a cotilion or smoke a segar; 
And thongh brainless and vapid as vapid can be^ 
To roata and to parties pronounces him free : — 
Oh, I think on the beaux that existed ol jore. 
On those rules of the ton that exist now no mora I 

I recall with delist how each yonker at first 
In the cradle of science and virtue was nursed: 
— ^How the graces of person and graces of mind, 
The polish of learning and fashion combined, 
Till softefied in manners and strengthened in head, 
By the classical lore of the living and dead, 
Matured in his person till manlj in size^ 
He ihen was presented a beau to our ejesl 

Mj nieces of late have made frequent complaint 
That they suffer vexation and painful constraint, 
By having their circles too often distrest 
By some tixree or four goslings just fledged from the nes^ 
Who, propped by the credit &eir Others sustain, 
Alike tender in years and in person and brain. 
But plenteously stocked with that substitute brassy 
For true wits and crilica would anxiously pass. 
They complain of tiiat empty sarca«tical slang; 
So common to all the coxcombical gang, 
Who the fidr with their shallow experience vex, 
By thrumming for ever their weakness of sex; 
And who boast of themselves, when they talk with proud air 
Of Man's mental ascendency over the fair. 

Twas thus the young owlet produced in the net^, 
Where the eagle of Jove her young eaglets had pr^ 
Pretended to boast of his royal descent, 
And vaunted that force which to eagles is lent 
Though fiited to shun with his dun visual ray. 
The cheering delights and the brilliance of day ; 
To forsake the fidr regions of aether and light, 
For dull mopmg caverns of darkness and night: 
Still talk'd of that eagle-like strength (^the eye, 
Which approaches unwinking the pride of the c&y, 
Of that wing which unwearied can hover and play 
In the noon-tide efftxlgenoe and torrent of day. 

Dear girte, the sad evils of which ye com^jain 
Tour sex must endure fh)m the feeble and vain, 
*Ti8 the common place Jest of the nursery scape-goat, 
'Tis the common place ballad that croaks from his throaiti 
He knows not that nature— that polish decrees, 
That women should always endeavor to please: 
That the kw of their system has early imprest 
The importance of fitting themselves to each ^est ; 
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And, of course, that full oft when je trifle aad plaf, 
*Tis to gratify triflers who strut in your way. 
The chUd might as well of its mother complain, 
Ab wanting true wisdom and soundness d brain ; 
Because that, at times, whUe it hangs on her breast^ 
She with " luUa-by-baby" beguiles it to rest 
*Tis its weakness of mind that induces the strain, 
For wisdom to infants is prattled in vain. 

'TLs true at odd times, when in frolicksome fit. 
In the midst of his gambols, the mischievous wit 
May start some hght foible that clings to the fair 
Like cobwebs that fasten to objects most rare. — 
In the play of his fancy will sportively say 
Some deUcate censure that pops in his way. 
He may smile at your fashions, and frankly express 
His di^ike of a dance, or a flaming red dress ; 
Yet he blames not your want of man's physical force^ 
Nor complains though ye cannot in Latin disoourae. 
He delights m the language of nature ye speak. 
Though not so refined as true classical Greek. 
He remembers that providence never design'd 
Our females like suns to bewUder and blind ; 
But like the mUd orb of pale evening serene, 
Whose radiance illumines, yet softens the scene^ 
To light us with cheering and welcomnag ray, 
Along the rude path when the sun is away. 

I own in my scribblings I lately have nam^d 
Some faults of our fair which I gently have blam'c^ 
But be it for ever by all understood 
My censures were only pronounced for their good. 
I delight in the sex, *tis the pride of my mind 
To consider them gentle, endearing, refln'd; 
As our solace below in the journey of life, 
To smooth its rough passes ; — ^to soften its strife : 
As objects intended our joys to supply, 
And to lead us in love to the temples on high. 
How oft have I felt, when two lucid blue eyea^ 
As cahn and as bright as the gems of ^e ^ea, 
Have beam'd their soft radiance into my soul, 
Impressed with an awe like an angel's control 1 

Tes, fair ones, by this is fbr ever de&i'd 
The fop from the man of refinement and mind; 
The latter believes ye in bounty were given 
As a bond upon earth of our union with heaven: 
And if ye are weak, and are firail, in his view, 
Tis to call forth fresh warmth and his fondness renoWi 
Tis his joy to support these defects of your fhune^ 
And his love at your weakness redoubles its flame; 
He rejoices the gem is so rich and so fidr, 
And ia proud tluit it claims his proiectiiQii and oaie. 
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NO. Xm.— FRroAY, AUGUST 14, 1807. 
FROM MY ELBOW-CHAIR. 

I was not a little perplexed, a short time since, by the eccentrio 
conduct of my knowing coadjutor Will Wizard. For two or three 
dajSf he waa completely in a quandary. He would come into old 
Cocklofb's parlor ten times a day, swinging his ponderous legs 
along, with his usual vast strides, dap his hands into his sides, 
contemplate the little shepherdesses on the mantel-piece for a few 
minutes, whistling all the while^ and then sally out foil sweep, 
without uttering a word. To be sure a pish or a pshaw occasion- 
ally escaped hm; and he was observed once to pull out his 
enormous tobacco-box, drum for a moment upon its lid with hia 
knuddea, and then return it into his pocket without taking a 
quid ; — 'twas evident Will was full of some mighty idea : — ^not 
that his restlessness was any way uncommon ; lor I have oft^^ 
seen Will throw himyself almost in a fever of heat and &tigue— 
doing nothing. But his inflexible taciturnity set the whole family, 
as usual, a wondering: as Will seldom enters the house without 
giving one of his " one thousand and one " stories. For my part, 
I be^ to think that the Utejracas at Canton had alanned WiH 
for the safety of his friends Kinglun, Chinqua^ and Consequa ; or^ 
that something had gone wrong in the alterations of the theatre^ 
or that some new outrage at Norfolk had put him in a worry ; m 
short, I did not know what to think ; for Will is such an univer- 
aal busy-body, and meddles so much in everything going forward, 
that you m^ht as well attempt to conjecture what te going on in 
the north star, as in his predous pericranium. Even Mrs. Cock- 
loft Vho, like a worthy woman as she is, seldom troubles herself 
about any thing in this world — saving the affairs of her household, 
and the correct deportment of her female friends, was struck with 
the mystery of Will's behavior. She happened, when he came 
in and went out the tenth time, to be busy darning the bottom of 
one of the old red damask chairs ; and notwithstanding this is to 
her an affidr of vast importance, yet, she could not help turning 
round and exdaimlng, "I wonder what can be the matter with 
Mr. Wizard ?" " Nothing," replied old Christopher, " only we shall 
have an eruption soon." The old lady did not undearstand a word 
of this, neither did she care ; she had expressed her wonder ; and 
that, with her, is always sufficient 
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I am 80 wen acquainted with Will's peculiarities that I can tell, 
even by his whistle, when he is about an essay for our paper as 
certainly as a weather wiseacre knows that it is going to rain 
when he sees a pig run squeaking about with his nose in the 
wind. I, therefore, laid my account with receiving a communica- 
tion from him before long ; and sure enough, the evening before 
last I distinguished his free-mason knock at my door. I have 
seen many wise fnesi m my time, philosophei^ mathematicians, 
astronomers, politicians, editors, and almanac makers ; but never 
did I see a man look half so wise as did my friend "Wizard on en- 
tering the room. Had liavaitor behdd him at that moment he 
would have set him down, to a certainty, as a fellow who had 
just discovered the longitude or the philosopher's s£one. 

Without saying a word, be handed me a roll of paper ; after 
which he lighted his segar, sat down, crossed his legs, folded his 
Arms, and elevating his nose to an angle of about forty-five degrees, 
began to smoke like a steam engine; — ^Will delights in the pic- 
turesque. On opening his budget, and perceiving the motto, it 
gtruck me that Wj31 had brought me one of his confounded Chinese 
manuscripts, and I was forthwith going to dismiss it with indigna- 
tion; but accidentally seeing the name of our oracle, the sage 
Linkum, of whose inestimable folios we pride ourselves upon 
being the sole possessors, I began to think the better of it, and 
looked round to WHl to express approbation. I shall never forget 
the figure he cut at that moment 1 He had watched my counte- 
nanoe, on openix^ his manuscript, with the argus eyes of an 
ftuthcM'; and perceiving some tokens of disapprobation, b^n, 
According to custom, to pu£f away at his segar, with such vigor 
that in a few minutes he had entirely involved himself In smoke ; 
except his nose and one foot, which were just visible, the latter 
■wagging with great velocity. I believe I have hinted before — at 
least I ought to have done so — ^that Will's nose is a very goodly 
sose ; to which it may be as well to add, that, in his voyages un- 
jder the tropics, it has acquired a copper complexion, which renders 
it very briUiaat and luminous. Tou may imagine what a sump- 
tuous appearance it made, projecting boldly, like the celebrated 
promoniorivm nasidivm at Samos with a light-house upon it, and 
surrounded on all sides with smoke and vapor. Had my gravity 
been like the Chinese philosopher's "within one degree of absolute 
fi%idity," here would have been a trial for it I could not stand 
it,but burst mU> euoh a laugh as I do not indulge in above once in 
ft hundred years ; — ^tbis was too much for Will ; he emerged from 
his doud, threw his segar into the fire-place, and strode out of the 
room pulling up his breeches, muttering something which, I verily 
believe, was nothing more than a horrible long Chinese maledic- 
tion. 

He however left his manuscript behind him, which I now give 
to the world. Whether he is serious on the occasion, or only 
bantering, no one, I believe, can tell : for, whether in speaking or 
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writing, there ia sach an inTindble gnmty m his demeanor and 
style, that even I, who have studied him as closely as an antiqua- 
rian studies an old manuscript or inscription, am frequently at a 
loss to know 'whaX the rog^ue would be at I have seen lum in- 
dulge in his favorite amusement of quizzing for hours togetlier, 
without any one having the least suspicion of the matter, until he 
would suddenly twist Ms phiz into an expression that baffles all 
description, thrust his tongue in his cheek and blow up In a laugh 
almost as loud as the shout of the Bomans on a certain occasion; 
which honest Plutarch avers frightened several crows to such a 
degree that they fell down stone dead into the Campus Martius. 
Jeremy Cockloft the younger, who, like a true modem philosopher, 
delights in e^tperiments that are of no kind of use, took the trouble 
to measure one of Will's risible explosions, and declared to me 
that^ according to accurate measurement, it contained thirty feet 
square of solid laughter: — ^what will the professors say to this ? 



l^JUkm K)B DSFSKDING CUB 9ABBQB. 

ST unUUAV WIKABD, IBQ. 

tMg^fmg t«ko hott to!r-pe-do» 

I^4fe ^Mvrvcnm, 

Wen Mow ^e TiUidBt aU Iky high ; 

Bnii 4o It with eoono my. ujd& np. 

SniusLT never was a town more subject to midsummer fandea 
ftfid dog-day whim-wliams, than this most excellent of dties ;— our 
notions, like our diseases, seem all epidemic ; and no sooner does 
a new disorder or a new freak seize one mdividual but it is sure 
to run through ail the community. This is particularly the case 
when the summer is at the hottest, and eveiy body's head is in a 
vertigo and his brain in a ferment ; 'tis absolutely necessary then 
the poor souls should have some bubble to amuse themselves with, 
or they would certainly run mad. Last year the poplar worm 
made its appearance most fortunately for our dtizens ; and every 
body was so much in horror of being poisoned, and devoured ; 
and so buned in making humane experiments on cats and dog^ 
that we got tiirough the summer quite comfortably ; — the cats had 
the worst of it;— every mouser of them was shaved, and ther* 
was not a whisker to be seen in the whole sisterhood. This sum- 
mer every body has had full employment in planning fortlQcations 
f(Mr our harbor. Not a cobbler or tailor in the city but has left 
his awl and his thimble, became an engine^ outright^ and aspired 
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most magnanimously to the building of forts and destraoiion of 
natives I — heavens I as my friend Mustapha would say, on what a 
great scale is every thing in this country ! 

Among the various plans that have been offered the most con- 
spicuous is one devised and exhibited, as I am informed, by that 
notable confederacy, the North River Society. 

Anxious to redeem their reputation from the foul suspi<non8 
that have for a long time overclouded it, these aquatic incendiaries 
have come forward, at the present alarming juncture, and an- 
nounced a most potent discovery which is to guarantee our port 
from the visits of any foreign marauders, ifie society have^ it 
seems, invented a cunning machme, shrewdly ydep'd a Torpedo; 
by whidi the stoutest line of battle ship, even a Somtissima Trinir 
dado, may be caught napping and decomposed m a twinkling; a 
kind of sub-marine powder magazine to swim under water, like an 
aquatic mole, or water rat, and destroy the enemy in the moments 
of unsuspicious security. 

This straw tickled the noses of all our dignitaries wonderfolly; 
for to do our government justice, it has no objection to injuring 
and exterminating its enemies in any manner — ^provided the thing 
can be done economically. 

It was determined the experiment should be tried, and aa 
old brig was pnrcfaased, for not more than twice its value, and de- 
livered over into the hands of its tormentors, the North Biver 
Society, to be tortured, and battered, and annihilated, secundum 
artem. A day was appointed for the occasion, when ail the good 
citizens of the wondei^loving dty of GotJiam were invited to the 
blowing up ; like the &t inn-keeper m Rabelais, who requested all 
his customers to come on a certain day and see him burst 

As I have ahnost as great a veneration as the good Mr. Walter 
Shandy for all kinds of experiments that are ingeniously ridiculoiu^ 
I made veiy particular mention of the one in question at the ta- 
ble of my niend Christopher Cockloft ; but it put the honest old 
gentleman in a violent passion. He condemned it in toto aa an 
attempt to introduce a dastardly and exterminating mode of war- 
fere. " Already have we proceeded far enough," said he^ " in the 
science of destruction ; war is already invested with sufficient 
horrors and calamities, let us not increase the catalogue ; let us 
not by these deadly artiflces provoke a system o( insidious and in- 
discriminate hostility, that shall terminate in laying our cdtiee deso- 
late, and exposing our women, our children, and our infirm, to 
the sword of pitiless recrimination." Honest old cavalier I — ^it 
was evident he did not reason as a true politician, — but he felt as 
a christian and philanthropist ; and that was perhaps just as welL 

It may be readily supposed, that our citizens did not refuse the 
invitation of the society to the blow-up ; it was the first naval ac- 
tion ever exhibited in our port, and the good people all crowded 
to see the British navy blown up in effigy. The young ladies 
were delighted with tiie novelty of the AoWyWad declared that 
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if war oould be conducted in this manner, it would become a 
feshionable amusement ; and the destruction of a fleet be as plea- 
sant as a ball or a tea-partj. The old folk were equally pleased 
with the spectacle, — ^because it cost them nothing. Dear souls, 
bow hard was it thej should be disappointed ! the brig most ob- 
stinately refused to be decomposed ; the dinners were cold, and 
the puddings were overboiled, throughout the renowned city of 
Gotham; and its sapient inhabitants, like the honest Stras- 
burghers, from whom most of them are doubtless descended, who 
went out to see the courteous stranger and his nose, all returned 
home after having threatened to poll down the flag-staff by way 
of taking satisfcK^on for their disappomtment By the way, 
there is not an animal in the world more discriminating in its ven- 
geance than a free bom mob. 

In the evening I repaired to friend Hogg's, to smoke a sociable 
segar, but had scarcely entered the room when I was taken 
prisoner by my friend, Mr. Ichabod Fungus; who I soon saw was 
at his usual trade of prying into mill-stones. The old gentleman 
informed me, that the brig had actually blown-up, after a world 
of mancBuvering; and had nearly blown up the society with it ; he 
seemed to entertain strong doubts as to the objects of the so- 
ciety in the invention of these infernal machines ; — ^hinted a sus- 
picion of their wishing to set the river on Are, and that he should 
not be surprised on waking one of these mornings to find the 
Hudson in a blaze. "Kot that I disapprove of the plan," said 
he, " provided it has the end in view which they profess ; no, no, 
an excellent plan of defence ; — ^no need of batteries, forts, frigates, 
and gun-boats ; observe, sir, all that's necessary is that the ships 
must come to anchor in a convenient place; — watch must be 
aedeep, or so complacent as not to disturb any boats paddling 
about them — fsir wind and tide— no moonlight — machines weU- 
directed — ^mustn't flash in the plan — ^bang's the word, and the 
vessel's blown up in a moment I" " Good," said I, " you remind 
me of a lubberly Chinese who was flogged by an honest captain 
of my acquaintance, and who, on being advised to retaliate, ex- 
claimed — " Hi yah ! spose two men hold fast him captain, den 
very mush me bamboo he I" 

The old gentleman grew a little crusty, and insisted that I did 
not understand him ;---all that was requisite to render the effect 
certain was, that the enemy should enter into the project ; or, in 
other words, be agreeable to the measure ; so that if the machine 
did not come to the ship, the ship should go to the machine ; by 
which means he thought the success of the machine woiild be 
inevitable — ^provided it struck fire. " But do not you think," said 
I, doubtingly, ** that it would be rather difficult to persuade the 
enemy into such an agreement ? — Some people have an invinci- 
ble antipathy to being blown up." "Not at all, not at all," re- 
plied he, triumphantly; "got an excellent notion for that; — do 
with them as we have done with the brig ; buy all the vessels wo 
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mean to ded(t6y, and t>low *em up as best stiitd cmr coDTeoience. 
I have thought deeply, on that subject and have calcuktted to a 
certainty, that if our funds hold out we may in this 'way destroy 
the whole British navy— by contract." 

By this time all the quidnuncs of the room had gathered around 
us, each pregnant with some mighty scheme for the salvation of 
his country, — One pathetically lamented that we had no such 
men among us as the fiunous Toujoursdort and Qrossitout ; who, 
when the celebrated captain Trenchement made w^ against the 
city of Kalacahabalaba, utterly discomfited the great kipg 
Bigstafl) and blew up his whole army by sneezing. — ^Another im- 
parted a sage idea, which seems to have occupied more heads 
than one ; that is, that the best way of fortifying the harbor was 
to ruin it at once : choke the channel with rocks and blocks; 
strew it with chevaux-de'Jrise and torpedoed ; and make it like a 
nursery-garden, full of men traps and spring-guns. No vessel 
would then have the temerity to enter our harbor ; we should not 
even dare to navigate it ourselves. Or, if no cheaper way could 
be devised, let Governor's Island be raised by levers and 
pulleys — ^floated with empty casks, &c., towed down to the ISfar- 
rows, and droj^d plump in the very mouth of the Wbor ! — 
*♦ But," said I, " would not the prosecution of these whim- whams 

be rather expensive and dilatory? " Pshaw !" cried the other 

— "what's a million of money to an experiment; the true spirit 
of our economy requires that we should spare no expense in dis- 
oovering the cheapest mode of defending ourselves ; and then if 
all these modes should fiiil, why you know the worst we have fo 
do is to return to the old fashioned hum-drum mode efforts and 
batteries." •* By which time," cried I, " the arrival of the enemy 
may have rendered their erection supCTfluous." 

A shrewd old gentleman who stood listenmg ty, with a mi» 
chievously equivocal look, observed that the most effectual mode 
of repul^ng a fleet fh>m our ports, would be to administer them 
a proclamation firom time to time, till it operated. 

Unwilling to leave the company without demonstrating my pa- 
triotism and mgenuity, I communicated a plan of defence: which, 
in truth was suggested long since by tliat infallible oracle, Mu8- 
TAPHA, who had as dear a head for cobweb weaving as ever 
dignified the Moulders of a projector. He thought the most 
effectual mode would be to assemble all the slang-whangers, great 
and small, from all parts of the state, and marshal them at the 
Battery, where they should be exposed point blank to the enemy, 
and form a tremendous body of scoldmg infantry, similar to the 
poisaards or doughty champions of Billingsgate. They should be 
exhorted to fire away without pity or remorse, in sheets, half- 
sheets, columns, handbills or squibs ; great cannon, little cannon, 
pica, german text, stereotype, and to run their enemies through 
and through with sharp-pointed italics. They should have or- 
ders to ^ow no quarts— -to blaze away in tiieir loudest epithets 
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— ^ miser eanis f** "mwtfcrewr "ftar^ancww/" ^* pirates P^ "ro6- 
hers r " BlackouabdsI" and to do away all fear of oonsequeDcea, 
they should be guaranteed from all dangers of pillory, kicking, 
cuffing, nose-puUing, whipping-post, or prosecution for libels. I( 
continued Mustapha^ you wish men to fight well and valiantly, 
they must be allowed those weapons they have been used to 
handle. Tour countrymen iffe notoriously adroit in the manage- 
ment of the tongue and the pen, and conduct all their battles by 
speeches or newspapers. Adopt, therefore, the plan I hay0 
pointed out ; and rely upon it that, let any fleet, however large^ 
be but once assailed by this battery of slang-whangers, and if 
they have not entirely lost the sense of hearing, or a regard for 
their own characters and feelings, they will, at the very &rst fire, 
slip their cables, and retreat with as much precipitation as if they 
had unwarily entered into the atmosphere of the Bohcm upas. In 
this manner may your wars be conducted with proper economy; 
and it will cost no more to drive off a fleet than to write up a 
party, or write down a bashaw with three tails. 

The sly old gentleman I have before mentioned, was highly 
delighted with this nlan; and proposed, as an improvement, that 
mortars should be placed on the battery, which, instead of throw- 
ing shells and such trifles, might be charged with newspapers 
Tammany addresses, ftc., by way of red-hot shot, which would 
undoubtedly be very potent in blowing up any powder magazine 
they might chance to come in contact with. He concluded by 
informing the company, that in the course of a few evenings he 
would have the honor to present them with a scheme fbr loading 
certain vessels with newspapers, resolutions of "numerous ana 
respectable meetings," and other combustibles, which vessels 
were to be blown directly in the midst of the enemy by the bel- 
lows of the slang-whangers; and be was touch mistaken if they 
vrould not be more &tal than fireahipe^ bomb-ketches, gun-boats^ 
or even torpedos. 

These are but two or ^ree specimens of the nature and efficacy 
of the innumerable plans with whidi this city abounds. Every- 
body seems charged to the muzzle with gunpowder,— every eye 
flashes fireworks and torpedos, — end every comer is occupied by 
knots of inflammatoiT projectors, not one of whom but has some 
preposterous mode of destniclion, which he has proved to be in* 
fallible by a previoos exneriment in a tub of water 1 

Even Jeremy Gooklcm has caught the infection, to the great 
annoyance of &e inhabitants of Cockloft Hall, whither he retired 
to make his experiments undisturbed. At one time all the mir- 
rons in the house were unhung, — ^their collected rays thrown into 
the hot-house, to try Archimedes' plan of burning-glasses ; and 
the honest old gardener was almost knocked down by what he 
mistook for a stroke of the sun, but which turned out lb be nothing 
more than a sudden attack c^ one of these tremendous jack-o'- 
lantema It became dangerous to walk through the courtyard 
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for fear of an explosion ; and the whole family was thrown into 
absolute distress and consternation, bj a letter from the old 
housekeeper to Mrs. Cockloft, informing her of his haring blo^wn 
up a &yorite Chinese gander, which 1 had brought from Canton, 
as he was mii^estically sailing in the dudc-pond 

"In the multitude of counsellors there is safety ;" if so, the de« 
fenceless dty of Gk>tham has nothing to apprehend; — ^but much 
do 1 fear that so many excellent and infallible projects will be 
presented, that we shall be at a loss which to adopt ; and the 
peaceable inhabitants &xe Hke a &mous projector of my acquaint- 
ance, whose house was unfortunately plundered while he was 
oontriying a patent lock to secure his door. 



FROM MY ELBOW-CHAIR.— A RETROSPKCT, OR, 
"WHAT YOU WILL." 

Lolling m my elbow-chair this fine summer Qoon, I feel myself 
insensibly yielding to that genial feoliDg of indolence the season 
is so well fitted to inspire. Every one who is blessed with a 
little of the delicious languor of disposition that delights in repose, 
must often have sported among the ftdry scenes, the golden 
visions, the voluptuous reveries, that swim before the imagina- 
tion at such moments, and which so much resemble those blissful 
sensations a Mussulman enjoy? after his favorite indulgence of 
opium, which Will Wizard declares can be compared to nothing 
but " swimming in an ocean of peacocks' feathers." In such a 
mood everybody must be sensible It would be idle and unprofit- 
able for a man to send his wits a gadding on a voyage of disco- 
very into futurity, or even to trouble himself with a laborious in- 
vestigation of what is actually passing under his eye. We are, 
at such times, more disposed to resort to the pleasures of memory 
than to those of the imagination; and like the way&ring traveller, 
reclining for a moment on his stafi^ had rather contemplate the 
ground we have travelled, than the region which is yet before us. 

I could here amuse myself, and stultify my readers, with a most 
elaborate and ingenious parallel between authors and travellers; 
but in this balmy season which makes men stupid and dogs mad, 
and when, doubtless, many of our most strenuous admirers have 
great difficulty in keeping awake through the day, it would be 
cruel to saddle them with the formidable difficulty of putting two 
ideas together and drawing a conclusion, or, in the learned phrase, 
forging syllogisms in JBaroco^ — a terrible undertaking for the dog- 
days 1 to say the truth, my observations were only intended to 
prove that this, of all others, is the most auspidous momenti and 
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my present, the most fevorable xsood for indulging in a retrospect. 
Whether, like certain great personages of the day, in attempting 
to prove one thing, I have exposed another ; or whether, like cer- 
tain other great personages, in attempting to prove a gr^t deal, I 
have proved nothing at all, I leave to my readers to decide, pro- 
vided they have the power and inclination so to do ; but a bbtso- 
SPEGT will I take notwithstanding. 

I am perfectly aware that in doing this I shall lay myself open 
to the charge of imitation, than which a man might be better 
accused of downright housebreaking; for it has been a standing 
role with many of my illustrious predecessors, occasionally, and 
pcurticuhurly at the conclufdon of a volume, to look over their 
shoulder and chuckle at the miracles they had achieved. But, as I 
before professed, I am determined to hold myself entirely inde- 
pendent of aU manner of opinions and criticisms, as the only 
method of gettii^ on in this world in anything like a straight 
line. True it is, I may sometimes seem to angle a little for the 
good opinion of mankind, by giving them some excellent reasons 
for d<»ng unreasonable things ; but this is merely to show them, 
that although I may occasionally go wrong, it is not for want of 
knowing how to go right ; and here I wSl lay down a maxim, 
which will for ever entitle me to the gratitude of nty inexperi- 
enced readers, namely, that a man always gets more credit in the 
eyes of this naughty world for sinning wilftdly than for sinning 
through sheer ignorance. 

It will doubtless be insisted by many ingenious cavillers, who 
will be meddling with what does not at all concern them, that 
this retrospect should have been taken at the commencement of 
our second volume; it is usual, I know: moreover it is natural. 
So soon as a writer has once accomplished a volume, he forthwith 
becomes wonderfully increased in altitude I he steps upon his 
book as upon a pedestal, and is elevated in proportion to its 
magnitude. A duodecimo makes him one inch taller ; an octavo, 
three inches ; a quarto, six : — ^but he who has made out to swell 
a folio looks down upon his fellow creatures fk>m such a fearful 
height that, ten to one, the poor man's head is turned for ever 
aft^*wards. From such a lofty situation, therefore, it is natural an 
author should cast his eyes behind : and having reached the first 
landing-place on the stairs of immortality, may reasonably be 
allow^ to plead his privilege to look back over the height 
he has ascended. I have deviated a little ft'om this venerable 
custom, merely that our retrospect might fall in the dog days — of 
all days in the year most congenial to the indulgence of a little 
self-sufficiency ; inasmuch as people have then little to do but to 
retire within the sphere of self, and make the most of what they 
find there. 

Let it not be supposed, however, that we tliink ourselves a whit 
the wiser or better since we have finished our volume than we 
w^e before; on the contrary, we seriously assure our readers 
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tbat we were folly posBesaecUof all the wisdom and moralily 
it contains at the moment we oommenoed writing. It is the 
world which has grown wiseff — ^not ua; we have thrown our 
mite into the oommon stock of knowledge, we ha^e shared our 
morsel with the ignorant multitude ; and so &t £nom eievating 
ourselves above the world, our sole eiideavor has been to raise the 
world to our own level, and make it as wise as we^ its disinterested 
benefactors. 

To a moral writer like mjsel^ who, n^ct to his own comfort 
and entertainment, has the good of his fellow citizens at heart, a 
retrospect is but a sony amusement. liike the industrious husband- 
man, he often oontemplates in siient disappointment his labors 
wasted on a barren soil, or the seeds he has carefolly sown, 
choked by a redundancy of worthless weeds. I expected long ere 
this to have seen a complete reformation m manners and morals, 
achieved by our united efforts. }£j &ncy edioed to the ap- 
plauding voices of a retrieved gieneratiion; I antic^aited, with 
proud satisfaction, the period, not &r distant, when our work 
would be introduced into the academies with which eveiy lane 
and alley of our cities abounds ; when our precepts would be 
genUy inducted into every unlucky urchin by force of bin^, and 
my iron-bound physiognomy, as taken by Will Wizard, be as 
notorious as that of Isioah Webster, junr. Esq. or his no less 
renowned predecessor, the illustrious Dihvorth of spiling book 
immortality. But, well-a-day 1 to let my.readera into a profound 
secret — the expectations of man are like the varied hues that 
tiAge the distant prospect; never to be realized, never to be 
enjoyed but in perspective. Luckless Launoelot, that tiie hum- 
blest of the many air castles thou hast erected should prove a 
^' baseless' &bric t" Kuch does it grieve me to confess, tbat after 
all our lectures, preoepts, uid excellent admonitions, the people 
of New- York are nearly as much given to blacksliding and ill- 
nature as ever; they are just as much abandoned to dandng, and 
teardrinking ; and as to scandal, Will Wizard informs me tl^ by 
a rough computation, since the last cargo of gunpowder-tea flrom 
Canton, no less than eighteen characters have been blown up, 
besides a number of others that have been wofiilly shattered. 

The ladies still labor und^ the same scarcity of muslms, and 
delight in flesh-colored silk stockmgs ; it is evident, however, that 
our advice has had v^ry considerable e£fect on them, as tiiey 
endeavor to act as opposite to it as possible ; this being what 
Evergreen calls female ind^)endenoe. As to the Straddk^, they 
abound as much as ever in Broadway, particularly on Sundays ; 
and Wizard roundly asserts that he supped in company with 
a knot of them a few evenings since, when they liquidated a 
whole Birmingham consignment, in a batch of imperial champaign. 
I have, furth^more, in tiie course of a month past, detected no 
less than three Giblet iamilies making their first onset towards 
style and gentility in the very manner we have heretofore 
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reprobated. Nor hare our utmost eflbrta been able to check the 
progress of that alarming epidemic, the rage for punniag, which, 
though doubtless originally intended merely to ornament and 
enliven conversation by little sports of fancy, threatens to overrun 
and poison ihe whole, like the baneful ivy which destroys the 
useful plant it first embellished. Now I look upon an habitual 
punster as a d^redator upon conversation; and I have remarked 
sometimes one of these offenders, sitthig silent on the watch for 
an hour together, until some htckiess wight, unfortunately for the 
ease and quiet of the company, dropped a phrase susceptible of a 

double meaning; — when ^pop, our punster would dart out 

like a veteran mouser finoni her covert, seize the unlucky word, 
and alter worrying and mumbling at it until it was capable of no 
further marring, relapse again into silent watchfulness, and lie in 
wait for another oK>ortunity. — Even this might be borne with, by 
the aid of a little philosophy; but the worst of it is, they are not 
content tamanufacture puns and lau^ heartily at them themselves ; 
but they expect we should laugh with them ; — ^which I consider 
as an intolerable hardship, and a flagrant imposition on good 
natnrew Let those gentlemen fritter away conversation with 
impunity, and deal out their wits in sixpenny bits if they please ; 
but I beg I may have the choice of refusing currency to their 
small chfuige. I am seriously afiraid, however, that our junto is 
not quite free from the mfection; nay, that it has even approached 
so near as to menace the tranquillity of my elbow-chair : for, 
"Will Wizard, as we were in caucus the other night, absolutely 
electrified Pindar and myself with a most palpable and per- 
plexing pun ; had it been a torpedo, it could not have more 
discomposed the fraternity. Sentence of banishment was una- 
nimously decreed; but on his confessing that, like many cele- 
brated wits, he was merely retailing other men's wares on 
commission, he was for that once forgiven on condition of re- 
fraining from such diabolical practices in ftiture. Pindar is 
particulaiiy outrageous against punsters; and quite astonished 
and put me to a nonplus a day or two since, by asking abruptly 
" whether I thou^t a punster could be a good christian ?*' He 
followed up his question triumphantly by offering to prove, by 
sound logic and historical fact, that the Boman empire owed its 
decline and fell to a pun ; and that notiiing tended so much to de- 
moralize the French nation, as their abominable rage torjeux de mots. 
But what, above ev^y thing else, has caused me- much vexa- 
tion of spirit, and displeased me most with this stiff-necked nation 
is, that in spite of all the serious and profound censures of the sage 
Mustapha, in his various letters— tiiey wiU talk! — ^they will still 
wag their tongues, and diatter like very slang- whangers! this is 
a degree of obstinacy incomprehensible in l^e extreme ; and is 
another proof how alarming is the force of habit, and how di£Qcult 
it is to reduce beings, accustomed to talk, to that state of silence 
which is the veiy acme of human wisdom. 
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We can only account for these disappointments in our modomte 
and reasonable expectations, bj supposing the world so deeply 
sunk in the mire of delinquency, that not even Hercules, were he 
to put his shoulder to the axletree, would be able to extricate it 
We comfort ourselves, however, by the reflection that there are 
at least three good men left in this degenerate age to benefit the 
world by example should precept ultimately &iL And borrowing, 
for once, an example from certain sleepy writers who, after the 
first emotions of surprise at finding their invaluable effusions 
neglected or despised, console themselves with the idea that 'tis a 
stupid age, and look forward to posterity for redress; — ^we bequeath 
our first volume to future generations, — and much good may it do 
them. Heaven grant they may be able to read it I for, if our 
&shionable mode of education continues to improve, as of late, I 
am under serious apprehensions that the period is not tar distant 
when the discipline of the dancing master will supersede that of 
the grammarian: crotchets and quavers supplant the alphabet: 
and the heels, by an antipodean manoeuvre, obtain entire preemi- 
nence over the head. How does my heart yearn for poor dear 
posterity, when this work shall become as unintelligible to our 
grandchildren as it seems to be to their grand&thers and grand- 
mothers. 

In fact, for I love to be candid, we begin to suspect that many 
})eople read our numbers, merely for their amusement, without 
paying any attention to the serious truths conveyed m every page. 
Unpardonable want of penetration! not that we wish to restrict 
our readers in the article of laughing, which we consider as one of 
the dearest prerogatives of man, and the distinguishing character- 
istic which raises him above all other animals: let them laugh 
therefore if they will, provided they profit at the same time, and 
do not mistake our object It is one of our indisputable facts 
that it is easier to laugh ten follies out of countenance than to 
coax, reason, or flog a man out of one. In this odd, singular, and 
indescribable age, which is neither the age of gold, silver, iron, 
brass, chivalry, or pills^ as Sir John Oair asserts, a grave writer 
who attempts to attack folly with the heavy artillery of moral 
reasoning, will fare like Smollet*s honest pedant, who clearly 
demonstrated by angles, &a, after the manner of Euclid, that it 
was wrong to do ev2; — and was laughed at for his pains. Take 
my word for it, a little well applied ridicule, like Hannibal's appli- 
cation of vinegar to rocks, will do more with certain hard heads 
and obdurate hearts, than all the logic or demonstrations in 
Longinus or Euclid. But the people oi Gotham, wise souls! are 
so much accustomed to see morality approach them clothed in for- 
midable wigs and sable garbs, *^ with leaden eye that loves the 
ground," that they can never recognise her when, drest in gay 
attire, she comes tripping towards them with smiles and sunshine 

in her countenance. ^Well, let the rogues remain in happy 

ignorance, for "ignorance is bliss," as the poet says; — ^and I put 
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as implicit fiuth in poetry as I do in the almanac or the newspa- 
per; we will improve them, without their being the wiser 

for it, and they shall become better in spite of their teeth, and 
without their having the least suspicion of the reformation work- 
ing within them. 

Among all our manifbld grievances, however, still some small but 
vivid rays of sunshine occasionally brighten along our path; 
cheering our steps, and inviting us to persevere. 

The public have paid some little regard to a few articles of our 
advice; — ^they have purchased our numbers freely ; — so much the 
better for our publisher; — ^they have read them attentively; — so 
much the better for themselves. The melancholy fate of my dear 
aunt Charity has had a wonderfiil effect ; and I have now before 
me a letter from a gentleman who lives opposite to a couple of 
old ladies, remarkable for the interest they took in his affairs ; — ^his 
apartments were absolutely in a state of blockade, and he was ou 
the point of changing hk lodgings, or capitulating, until the 
appearance of our ninth number, which he immediately sent over 
with his complunents;— the good ladies took the hint, and 
have scarcely appeared at their window since. As to the wooden 
gentlemen, our friend Miss Sparkle assures me, they are wonder- 
fully improved by our criticisms, and sometimes venture to make 
a remark, or attempt a pun in company, to the great edification 
of all who happen to understand them. As to the red shawls^ 
they are entirely discarded from the &ir shoulders of our ladies — 
ever smoe the last importation of finery ; — ^nor has any lady, since 
the cold weather, ventured to expose her elbows to the admiring 
gaze of scrutinizing passengers. But there is one victory we have 
achieved which h£» given us more pleasure than to have written 
down the whole administration : I am assured, from unquestion- 
able authority, that our young ladies, doubtless in consequence of 
our weighty admonitions, have not once indulged in that in- 
toxicating, inflammatory, and whirligig dance, tibie waltz — ever 
sbice hot weather commenced. True it is, I understand, an 
attempt was made to exhibit it by some of the sable fair ones at 
the last African ball, but it was highly disapproved of by all the 
resectable elderly ladies present. 

These are sweet sources of comfort to atone for the many wrongs 
and misrepresentations heaped upcm us by the world ; — ^for even 
we have experienced its ill nature. How often have we heard 
ourselves reproached for the insidious applications of the unchari- 
table ! — ^how often have we been accused of emotions which 
never found an entrance into our bosoms I — ^how often have our 
sportive efifusions been wrested to serve the purposes of particular 

enmity and bitterness 1 Meddlesome spirits I little do they 

know our disposition ; we " lack gall " to wound the feelings of 
a single innocent individual ; we can even forgive them from the 
very bottom of our souls ; may they meet as ready a forgiveness 
from their own consciences t like true and independent bachelors, 
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having no domestic cares to interfere with our general benerolenoe^ 
we consider it incumbent upon us to watoh over the welfare of 
society: and although we are indebted to the world for little else 
than lert-handed lavorsi vet we feel a proud satisfactioa in requit- 
ing evil with good, and the sneer of ilUberality with the un^gned 
811^ of good humor. With these mingled motivee of selfishness 
and philanthropy we oommenoed our work, apd if we cannot 
solace ourselves with the consciousness of having done much good ! 
yet there is still one pleasing consolation left^ which the world can 
neither spye nor take away. There are momrats, — ^lingering mo- 
ments of listless indifference and heavy-hearted despondency,— 
when our beet hopes and affdctiona sUj^ung, as they sometimes 
will, from their hold on those objects to whi^ they usual^ ding 
for support, seem abandoned on the wide waste ei cheerkfis ex* 
istence, without a place to cast anchor ; without a shore in view 
to excite a single wish, or to give a momentary interest to oon* 
templation. We look back with delight upon many of these mo- 
ments of mental gloom, whiled away by me obeeiftd exercise of 
our pen, and consider eveir such triumph over the spleoa aa retard- 
faig the fVuTOwin|f hand of time in its insidious enoroachmentH <m 
our brows. li^ m addition to our own amusements, we have, as 
we jogged carelessly laughing along, brushed away one tear of 
dejection and called forth a smile in its plaoe-^ we have bright- 
ened the pale countenance of a single child of sonow-^we shall 
feel almost as much joy and rejoicing as a slang-whanger does 
when he bathes his pen m the heart's blood of a paMron and bene- 
&ctor; orsacrificeaonemoTeiUi4striousTiQtim<mtfa«idtarofi^^ 
animosily. 



TO RBADBK8 AND OORRESPONDBNTS. 

^ It is our misfortune to be frequently pestered, in our peregrina- 
tions about this blessed city, by certain critical gad-flies ; who 
buzs around and merely attack the skin, without ever being able 
to penetrate the body. The reputation of our promising pr^fUffS^ 
Jeremy Cockloft the younger, has been assailed by these skin- 
deep critics ; they have questioned his claims to originality, and 
even hinted that the ideas for his Kew-Jersey Tour were borrowed 
from a hite work entitled " mr POcnaBT-BOOK.*' As there is no 
literary olfence more despicable in the eyes of the trio than b<»^ 
rowing, we immediately called Jeremy to an account ; when he 
proved, by the dedication of the work in question, that it was first 
published in London in Harch, 1807 — and that his "Stranger in 
New-Jersey" had made its appearance on the 94th of the 
preceding February. 
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We were on the point of acquitting Jeremy with honor on the 
ground that it was impossible, knowing as he is, to borrow from 
a foreign work one month before it was in existence ; when Will 
Wizard suddenly took up the cudgels for the critics, and insisted 
that nothing was more probable ; lor he recollected reading of an 
ingenious Dutch author who plainly convicted the ancients of 
stetfUing firom his labors! — —So much for criticism. 



We have received a host of friendly and admonitory letters 
firom different quarters, and among t^ rest a Tery loving epistle 
from George-town, C<Hun^bia» lE^ed Teddy M'Crundy, who 
addresses us by the name of Saul M'iGruaidy, and insists that we 
are descended from the same Irish progenitors, and nearly related. 
As friend Teddy seems to be an hone^ merry rogue, we are sor- 
ry that we cannot admit his claims to kindred; we thank him, 
however, for his good will, and should he ever be inclined to 
i^yor us with another epistle, we .will hint to him, and at the 
same time to our other numerous correspondents^ that their com- 
munications wUl be infinitely more acceptable, if they will just 
recollect Tom Shoffl^ton's advice, **p<^ the poet boy, Huggins." 
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NO. XIV.— SATURDAY, SEPT. 19, 1807. 

LBTTBR FROM MtlSTAPHA RUB-A-DUB KBLI KHAN, 
TO ASBM HACOHEM, PRINCIPAL SLAVE- DRIVER TO 
HIS HIGHNESS THE BASHAW OP TRIPOLI. 

Health and joy to the friend of my heart I — U&j the angd of 
peace ever watch over thy dwellmg, and the star of prosperity 
shed its benignant lustre on all thy undertakings. Far other is 
the lot of thy captive friend ; — ^his brightest hopes extend but to 
a lengthened period of weary captivity, and memory only adds to 
the measure of his griefe, by holding up a mirror which reflects 
witii redoubled dianns the hours of past felicity. In midnight 
slumbers my soul holds sweet converse with the tender objects of 
its afifections ; — ^it is then the exile is restored to his country ; — it 
is then the wide waste of waters that rolls between us disappeais, 
and I clasp to my bosom the companion of my youth ; I awake 
and find it is but a vision of the night. The d^ will rise, — the 
tear of dejection will steal adown my dieek : — ^I fly to my p^ 
and strive to forget myself and my sonows, in oonversiiig with 
my friend. 

In such a situation, my good Asem, it camiot be expected that 
I should be able so whoUy to abstract myself from my own feel- 
ings, as to give thee a full and systematic account of ihe mngular 
people among whom my disastrous lot has been cast I can only 
find leisure, from my own individual sorrows, to entertain thee 
occasionally with some of the most prominent features of their 
character; and now and then a solitary picture of their most pre- 
posterous eccentricities. 

I have before observed, that among the distinguishing charac- 
teristics of the people of this logocracy, is their invincible love of 
talking ; and, that I could compare the nation to nothing but a 
m^hty wind-mill Thou art doubtless at a loss to conceive how 
this mill is supplied with grist ; or, in other words, how it is pos- 
sible to furnish subjects to supply the perpetual motion of so 
many tongues. 

the genius of the nation appears in its highest lustre in this 
particular in the discovery, or rather the application, of a subject 
which seems to supply an inexhaustible mine of words. It is 
nothing more, my friend, than POLITICS ; a word which, I declare 
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to thee, has perplexed me almost as much as tiie redoubtable one 
of economy. On copBultmg a dictionarj of this language, I found 
it denoted the science of government ; and the relations, situations 
and dispositions of states and empires, — Good, thought I, for a 
people who boast of governing themselves there could not be a 
more imp<»rtant subject of investigation. I thereforo listened 
attentively, expecting to hear firom " the most enlight^ied people 
under the sun," for so they modestly term themselves, sublimo 
disputations on the science of legislation and precepts of political 
wisdom that would not have disgraced our great prophet and 
legislator himself 1 — ^but, alas, Asem I how continually are my ex- 
pectations disappointed I how dignified a meaning does this word 
bear in the dictionary ; — ^how despicable its common application ; 
I find it extending to every contemptible discussion of local ani- 
mosity, and every petty aJtercation of insignificant individuals. 
It embraces, alike, all manner of concerns ; from the organization 
of a divan, the election of a bashaw, or the levying of an army, to 
the appointment of a constable, the personal (Bsputes of two 
miserable slang-whangers, the cleaning of the streets, or the 
economy of a d^ cart A couple of politicians will quarrel, with 
the most vociferous pertinacity, about the character of a bum- 
bailiff whom nobody cares for ; or the deportment of a little great 
man whom nobody knows ; — and this is called talking politics ; 
nay 1 it is but a few days since that I was annoyed by a debate 
between two of my fellow lodgers, who were magnanimously em- 
ployed in condemning a luckless wight to infamy, because ho 
cdiose to wear a red coat, and to entertain certain erroneous 
opinions some thirty years ago. Shocked at their iDiberal and 
vindictive spirit, I rebuked them for thus indulging in slander and 
uncharitablenesses, about the color of a coat ; which had doubtless 
for many years been worn out ; or the behef in errors, which in 
all probability had been long since atoned for and abandoned; 
but they justified themselves by alleging that they were only en- 
gaged in politics^ and exerting that liberty of speech, and freedom 
of discussion, which was the glory and safeguard of their national 
independence. "Oh, Mahomet 1" thought I, "what a country' 
must that be, which builds its political safety on ruined characters 
and the persecution of individuals 1" 

Into what transports of surprise and incredulity am I c(mtinu- 
ally betrayed, as the character of this eccentric people gradually 
developes itself to my observations. Every new research in- 
careases the perplexities in which I am involved, and I am more 
than ever at a loss where to place them in the scale of my esti- 
mation. It is thus the philosopher, in pursuing truth through 
the labyrinth of doubt, error and misrepresentation, frequently 
finds himself bewildered in the mazes of contradictory experience ; 
and almost wishes he could quietly retrace his wandering steps, steal 
back into the path of honest ignorance, and jog on once more in 
contented indifference. 
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How fertile in thMe oonfanMiKcfeioiiB ifl diis estemkwt IpgoonMy f 
Men of different nations, manneni axkd laagtiagei^ live is tfais 
oountry in the most peribct hBnao»jr ; and notiiing^ is mom com- 
mon than to see IndividualB, whose FeRN»ctive goverameiils arsal 
variance^ taking each other by the hMiaand exchangirijyttie offices 
of friendship. Nay, eren oa tlie subject of religioo» wfaieli, tm it 
affects our dearest interests, our earliest opinisiw and peejodSoBgf 
some warmtii and heart-burnings might be ezcused^ wfaieh, ev«n 
in our enlightened oocratiy, is so tni^M in differanee batireen 
man and man I— even religioa occasions no dissenskm among 
these people ; and it has STen been diseovered, by one of thsir 
sages, that believing in one God or twenty Oods " neil^wr brealoi 
a man's leg nor picks his pocket** The idolatrous Persian may 
here bow down before his eveiiastmg fire^ and prostrate hinis^ 
towards the glowing east The Chinese may adore his Fo, or his 
Josh ; the Egyptian his s^ork; and the Mussulman practise, un« 
molested, the divme precepts of our immortid prophet Nay, 
even the foiiorn, abandoned Atheisty who lays dorwn at night 
without oonmiitting himself to the protection of heaven, md risas 
in the morning without returning thanks ibr his saftty ; — ^who 
hath no deity but his own will ;— whose soul, like the suidy 
desert, is barren of eveiy flower of •hope to throw a solitary Uoom 
over the dead level of sterility and soften the wide extent of deso- 
lation; — whose darkened views extend not beyond Itie horiami 
that bounds his cheerless existence; — ^to whom no bUssftd per- 
spective opens beyond the grave ;— even he is sufibred to indulge 
in his desperate opinions, without exciting one other emotion than 
pity or contempt But this mild and tolemting spirit reaches not 
beyond the pale of religion : — once differ in poHtics, in mere theo- 
ries, visions and chimeras, the growth of interert, of A>lly, or 
madness, and deadly war&re ensues : every eye flashes fire, every 
tongue is loaded with reproach, ttid every heart is filled with gall 
and bitterness. 

At this period several unjustifiable and serious injuries on the 
part of the barbarians of the British island, have given a new 
impulse to the tongue and the pen, and oecanoned a terrible 
wordy fever. Do not suppose, my Mend, that I mean to condemn 
any proper and dignified expression of resentment for injuries. 
On the contrary, I love to see a word before a blow : for " in the 
fiilness of the heart the tongue moveth." But my l<mg experi- 
ence has convinced me, that people who talk the most about 
taking satisfaction for affronts, generally content themselves with 
talking instead of revenging the insult: like the street women of 
this country, who after a prodigious scolding, quietly sit down 
and fan themselves cool as £ast as possible. But to return: — 
tlie rage for talking has now, in consequence of the aggressions I 
alluded to, increased to a degree ftr beyond what I have observed 
heretofore. In the gardens of his higluiefls of Tripoli are fifteen 
thousand bee-hives, three hundred peacocks, and a prodigious 
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nui ^er of parrotsaBd babooiu :---ttnd 7«l I deckureto thee, Aaem, 
Uiat their buzzing, and squalling, and chalteiiDg is nothk^ com* 
pared to the wild uproar, and war d wmda, now raging within 
the bosom of this mighty and distracted logooracj. Politios per* 
vade eyery city, every village, every temple, every porter-iioiise : 
— ^the universal question is, "^ what is the n^ws?*' This is a kind 
of challenge to political debate : and as no two men think exactly 
alike, H;is ten to one but, befi:n« they flnlsh, all the polite phrases 
in the language are exhausted by way of givmg fire and energy 
to alignment What renders this talkii^ fever mora alarming ii^ 
that the people i^pear to be in the unbappy state of a patient 
wiiose psdate nauseates the medicine best caleufari»d for the curs 
of his disease, and seem anxious to continue in the fbU enjoyment 
of thea- chattering epidemia They alarm each other by direful 
reports and fearftil apprehensions ; like I have seen a knot of old 
wives in this country, entertain themselves with stories oi ghoste 
and goblins until deir imaginations were in a most agooiziBg 
pania Every day begets scRue new tale, big with agitation ; and 
the busy goddess, rumor, to speak in the poetic language of the 
Cbri^ians, is constantiy in motion. She mounti ber rattfing 
stage-wagon, and gallops about the countrv, freighted with a 
load of "hints," "informations," " extracts of letters frcnnrei^wet- 
able gentlemen,*' "observations of respectable correspondents," 
and "unquestionable authorities;" — ^which her high-priests, the 
slang-wfaangers, retail to their sapient foUowors, wUh all the so* 
lemnity — and aU the authenticity of orades. True it is the unfor* 
tunate sdang^whangers are sometimes at a loss for food, to supply 
this insatiable appetite for inteUigenoe; and are, notunfrequendy, 
reduced to the necessity of manu&cturing dishes suited to the 
taste of the times ; to be served up as morning and evening re- 
pasts to their diso^plea 

When tbe hungry pofitician is thus fioSi diar^ with important 
information, he sdlies forth to give due exercise to his tongue; 
and tells all he knows, to every body he meets. Now it is a 
thousand to one that every ^lerson be me^ is just as wise as 
himself charged with the same articles c^ mformation, and pos- 
sessed of the same violent inclination to give it vent; for in this 
couDtTfr every man adopts some particular slang-whanger, as the 
standard of his judgment, and reads every thing he writes if lie 
reads nothing else; which is doubtless the reason ^tdiy the peo- 
ple of this logocrapy are so marvellously enlightened. So away 
they tilt at each otiier with their Ixmowed lances, advancing to 
the combat with the opinitms and q)ecu]ati<His ^of their respective 
slang- whangers, which, in all probability, are diametrically of^o- 
site ; — ^here then arises as fidr an opportunity for a battie of words 
as heart could wish; and thou mayst rely upon it, Asem, they 
do not let it pass unimproved. They s(»netimes begin with argu- 
ment; but in process of time, as the tongue begins to wax 
wanton, othw auxiliaries beooxni aecesaery; recrinainatifm o(M»- 
U 
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menoes ; reproach iUlows dose at its beels :— ^rom p(^lieal«bii8e 
they proceed to personal ; aad thus often is a friendship of years 
toimpled down by this coDtemptible enemy, this gigantic dwarf 
of pounos, the mongrel Issue of grovelling ambition andai^Nudng 
ignorance 1 

There would be but lit^ harm indeed in ail this, if it ended 
merely in a brc4cen head ; for this might soon be healed, and the 
scar, if any remained, might senre as a warning ever after against 
the indulgence of pditical intemperanoe ; — at the worst, the loes 
of such heads asthese would be a gain to the nation. But the evil 
extends &r deeper ; it threatens to impair all social intercoorse, 
and even to sever the saored union of fiunHy and kindred. The 
convivial table is disturbed ; the cheerful fir&-6ide is invaded ; the 
smile of sodal hilarity is chased away : — ^the bond of social love 
is bn^en by the everlasting intrasioa of this fiend of contention, 
who lurks in the sparkling bowl, croiidies \sy the fire-side^ growls 
in the friendly circle, infests every avenue to pleasure ; and, l&e 
the scowling incubus, sits on the bosom of society, presangdown 
and smothering every throb and pulsation of liberal philanthropy. 

But thou wilt perhaps ask, " What can these people dispute 
about ? One would suppose that, bemg all free and equal, they 
would hannonise as brothers ,* children of the same parent, and 
equal heirs of the same inheritance.'* This theoiy is moet exqui- 
site, my good Mend, but in practice it turns out the very dr^^un 
of a madman. Equality, Asem, is one of the most ooDsummate 
scoundrels that ever crept from the brain of a political juggler — 
a fellow who thrusts his hand into the pocket of honest indostry, 
or enterprismg talent, and squanders their bard-earned profits on 
profligate idleness or indolent stupidity. There will always be an 
ineqiuility among mankind so long as a portion of it is enlight- 
ened and industrious, and the rest idle and ignorant The oste 
will acquire a larger shitte of wealth, and its attendant comforts, 
refinements, and luxuries of life, and the influence and power 
which those will always possess who have the greatest abihty of 
admmisfering to the necessities of their fellow creatures. These 
advantages wiU inevitably excite envy ; and envy as inevitaUy 
begets ill-will: — whence arises that eternal war&re which the 
lower orders of^^eKKsiety are waging agiunst those who have raised 
themselves by their own merited or have been raised by the merits 
of their ancestors, above the common level. In a nation pos- 
sessed of quidc feelings and impetuous passkms, the hostility 
might engend^ deadly broils and bloody commotions j but here 
it merely vents itself hi high^KMinding w<Mrds, whioh lead to 
continual breaches of deeorum, or in the insidious assassination 
of <Aiaiacter, and a restless propensity among the base to blacken 
every reputation which is &irer than their own. 

I cannot help smilmg sometimes to see the solicitude with 
which the people of Americsy so called from the country having 
beenArst diacorored by Christopher OoJumbus, battle about them 
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when any electioa takes place, as if they had the least eonoem in 
tlie matter, or were to be benefited by an exchange of baahawa; 
they realiy seem ignorant that none but the bashaws and their 
dependents are at all interested in the oTont ; and that the people 
at large wQl not find their situation altered in the least I formerly 
gave thee an acooont of an election wh»^ took place under my 
eye. The rasult has been that the pec^e, as some of the slang- 
whaogers say, have obtained a glorious triumph, which, however, 
is flatly denied by the opposite slang-whangera, who insist that 
their par^ is composed or the true sovereign peojrie; and that 
the others are all jacobins, Frenchmen, and Irish rebels. I ought 
to apprise thee that the last is a term of great reproach here ; 
whidi, perhaps, thou wouldst not othen^se imagine, conndering 
tliat it is not many years since tiiis very people were engaged in 
a revolution ; the fiulure of which wotdd have subjected them to 
the same ignominious epithet^ and a participation in which is now 
the highest recommendation to public confidence. By Mahomet^ 
but it cannot be denied that the consistency of this pec^le, like 
everything else appertaining to them, is on a prodigious great 
scale! To return, however, to the event of the election. The 
people triumphed; and much good has it done them. I, for my 
part, expected to see wonderflil changes, and most magical met^^ 
morphoses. I expected to see the people all rich, that they 
would be all gentlemen bashaws, riding in their coaches and fiu^ 
ing sumptuously every day, emancipated firom toil, and revelling 
in luxurious ease. Wilt thou credit me, Asem, when I declare 
unto thee, that everything remains exactly in the same state it 
was before the last wordy campiugn? except a few noisy r»> 
tainers who have crept into office, and a few ndsy patriots, on 
the other side, who have been kicked out, there is not the least 
difference. The laborer toils for his daily support; the beggar 
still lives on the charity of those who have any charity to bestow; 
and the only solid satisfaction the multitude have reaped is, that 
they have got a new governor, orliwiehaw, whom they will praise^ 
idolize, and exalt for a while, and afterwards, notwithstanding 
the sterling merits he really possesses, in compliance with imme> 
morial custom, they will abuse, calumniate, and trample him 
under foot. 

Such, my dear Asem, is the way in which the wise people of 
*^ the most enlightened country under the sun," are amused with 
straws, and puffed up with mighty conceits; like a certain fish I 
have seen here, which having bis belly tickled for a short time, 
will swell and puff himself up to twice his usual size, and become 
a mere bladder of wind and vanity. 

The blessing of a true Mussulman light on thee, good Asem ; 
ever, while thou livest, be true to thy prophet; and rejoice that, 
though the boasting political chatterers of this logocracy cast 
upon thy countrymen the ignominious epithet of slaves, thou liv- 
est in a country where the people, instead of being at the mercy 
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of a tyrant with ft million of heads, haye nothing to do but sabmit 
to the wiQ of a bashaw of only three tails. 
Everthme 

Mt^TAFHJL 



CXXnCLOFT HALL 

BT LAI7K0BLOT LAlf GSTAIT, ESQ. 

ThoSB who peas their time immured in the smoky drcum- 
ibrence of the city, amid the ranung c^ carts, the brawling of the 
multitude, and the variety of unmeaning and discordant sounds 
that prey insensibly upon the nerves, and beget a weariness of 
the spirito, can alone understand and feel that expansion of the 
heart, that physical renovation which a citizen experiences when 
he steals forth from his dusty prison, to breathe the free air of 
heaven, and enjoy the clear frtce of nature. Who that has ram- 
bled by the side of one of our ms^'estic rivers, at the hour of sun- 
set, when the wildly romantic scenery around is softened aod 
tmted by the voluptuous mist of evening; when the bold and 
swelling outlines of tiie distant mountain seem melting into the 
glowing horizon, and a rich mantle of refulgence is thrown over 
3ie whole expanse of the heavens, but must have felt how abundant 
is nature m sources of pure enjoyment; how luxuriant in all that 
can enliven the senses or delight the imagination. The jocund 
seidiyr, full freighted with native fragrance, sues sweetly to the 
senses ; the chirping of the thousand varieties of insects with 
which our woodlan& abound forms a concert of simple melody; 
even the barking of the farm dog, the lowing of the cattle, the 
tinkling of their bells, and the strokes of the woodman's axe from 
the opposite shore, seem to partake of the softness of tiie scene, 
and fail tunefully upon the ear: while the voice of the villager, 
chanting some rustic ballad, swells from a distance, in the sem- 
blance of the very music of harmonious love. 

At such times I feel a sensation of sweet tranquillity; a hal- 
k>wed calm is diffruied over my senses ; I cast my eyes around, 
end every object is serene, simple, and beautiful; no warring pas- 
sion, no discordant string there vibrates to the touch of ambition, 
self-interest, hatred, or revenge ; — ^I am at peace with the whole 
world, and hail all mankind as friends and brothers. — Blissful 
moments I ye recall the careless days of my boyhood, when mere 
existence was happiness, when hope was certainty, this world a 
paradise, and Cjvgy woman a ministering angel I — surely man was 
designed for a W^nt of the universe, instei^ of being pent up in 



these dismal cages^ these dens of strifey disene, and discord. 
We were created to range the fields, to sport among the grores, 
to bmkl castles in the air, and hav« every one of them reaHsedl 

A whole legion of reflections like these insinnated themselves 
into my mind, and stola me fiom the tnfluenoe of fte cold realitiea 
before me, as I took my accustomed walk, a few we^ sinoe, 
on the batt^y. Here watching the s{^endid nmtatioDS of cne of 
our summer skies, wiiich emulated the boasted gl(xiee oi an 
Italian sun-set, I aU at once discovered that it was but padc up 
my portmanteau, bid adieu for awhile to my elbow-diair, and in a 
little time I should be transported fhun the regicm of smoke, and 
noise, and dost, to the enjoyment of a &r sweeter -prospect and a 
brighter sky. The next mcmiing I was off full tilt to Goddoft 
HsSi, leaving my man Pompey to follow at his leisure with my 
baggage. I love to indite in rapid transitions, whic^ are 
prompted by the quick impulse of the moment; — 'tis the only 
mode of guarding against that intruding and deadly iGbe to ail par- 
ties of pleasure — anticipation. 

Having now made good my retreat, unlal the black fix)ets oom« 
menoe, it is but a piece of civility due to my readers, who I trust 
are, ere this, my friends, to give them a proper introduction to 
my present residence. I do this as much to gratify them as my- 
self; well knowing a reader is always anxious to learn how his 
author is lodged, whether in a garret, a cellar, a hovel, or a 
palace ; at least an author is generally vain enough to think so; 
and an author's vanity ought sometimes to be gratified: poor 
vagabond! it is often the only gnt^oation he ever tastes in this 
world 1 

CocKLOiT Hall is the country residence of the famOy, or 
rather the paternal mansbn; whidb, like the mother country, 
sends forth whole colonies to populate the face of the earth. Pin- 
dar whimsically denommates it the fiunily hive 1 and there is at 
least as much trutii as humor in my cousin's epithet ;*-for many 
a redundant swarm has it produced. I don't recollect whether I 
have at any time mentioned to my readers, for I seldom look back 
on wiiat I have written, tiiat the fertility of the Cocklofts is pro- 
verbial The female members of the &miiy are most incredibly 
fruitful ; and to use a &vorito phrase of old Coddoft, who is 
excessively addicted to backgammon, they seldom fiul '* to throw 
doublets every time." I myself have known three or four very 
industrious young men reduced to great extremities, with some 
of these capital breeders; heaven smiled upon their union, and 
enriched them with a numerous and hopeM of&ining — ^who eat 
them out of doors. 

But to return to tiie hall. It is pleasantiy situated on the bank 
of a sweet pastoral stream; not so near town as to invito an 
inundation of unmeaning, idle acquaintance, who come to lounge 
21 way an afternoon, nor so distant as to render it an absolute deed 
of charity or friendship to perfi)rm the journey. It is one of tbo 
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oldest Iiabitstionc in the ooimtrf , and ma buQt hy m j ooqan 
Christopher's grtmd&ther, who was also mine by tiie mother's 
side, in his latter days, to form, as the old gentieman exfuesBed 
himself ""a snug retreat, where he meant to sit himseir down in 
hisolddaya^andbeeomfsrtaUefortheiestofhisIi^" He was 
at this time a few years over fimrsoore; bat this was a common 
saying of hia, with which he usually closed his aixy specolaftions. 
One would have thought; Snm the long vista of yeua tiuough 
whidi he contemplated many of his {HnolectB, that the good man 
had foigot the age of the patriaixshs had long since gone by, and 
calculated upon living a centoiy longer at least He was for a 
considerable time in doobt, on the question of roofing his house 
with shingles or slates :^«hingles would not last above tiiiity 
yearal but then they were much cheaper tiian slates. He set- 
tled the matter by a kind of oomprCTuae, and determined to 
build with shingles first; **and when they are worn out,*' said 
the old gentleman triumi^^tly, ^ t will be time enough to replace 
them with more durable materials 1" Bat his contemplated im- 
provements surpassed everything; and scaioely had he a roof 
over his head, when he diaoovered a thoosand things to be ar« 
ranged before he oould ^'sit down comfortably." In tiie first 
place, every tree and bush on the place, was cat down or grubbed 
op by the roots, because they were not {daced to his mind; and 
a vast quantity of oaks, chestnuts, mid elnia, set oat in dooqM, 
and rows, and labyrmtbe, which, he cdbserved, in abont five-and 
twenty or thirty years at moet, would yield a very tc^erable shade, 
and, moreover, shut out all the surrounding oountry; for he was 
determined, he said, to have all his Tiews on his own land, and 
be beholden to no man for a prospect This, my teamed readen 
will perceive, was something very like the idea of Lorenzo de 
Medici, who gave as a reason for preferring one of his seats above 
aU the others, ^* that all the ground within view of it was his 
own:" now, whether my grandMher ever heard of the Kedid, is 
more than I can say ; I rather think, however, from the diarac- 
teristic originality of the Cocklofts, that it was a whim*wham dl 
his own begetting. Another odd notion of the old gentleman, 
was to Uow up a large bed of rocks, for the purpose of having a 
fish-pond, although the liver ran at about one hundred yards' dis* 
tauoe from tiie house^ and was well stored with fish ; but there 
was nothing, he said, like having things to one's sdf. So at it he 
went with all the ardor of a projector, who has just hit upon some 
splendid and useless whim-wham. As be proceeded^ hi^ views 
enlarged; he would have a summer-house built on the marg^ of 
the fiah-pond ; he would have it surrounded with elms and wil- 
lows; and he would have a cellar dug under it, for some incom- 
prehensible purpose, which remains a secret to this day. ^In a 
few years," he observed, *4t would be a delightful piece of wood 
nnd water, where he might ramble on a summer's noon, smoke 
hid pipe, and ei^oy himself in his old days;"— thrice honest old 
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soul I — he died of an apoplexy in his nioeiieth year, just as he 
had begun to blow up the fiah-pcmd. 

Let no one ridicule the whim-whams of my grandfiither.— 
I^— ^nd of this there is no doubt, for wise men have said it — ^if 
life is but a dream, happy is he who can make the most of the 
illusion. 

Sinoe my grand&ther's death, the hall has passed through tlM 
hands of a sucoession of true old cavaliers^ like himself who glo- 
ried in observing the golden rules of hospitality; whic^ aooOTd- 
ing to the Coddoft principle, consist in giving a guest the freedom 
of the house, cranuning him with beef and pud<Ung, and, if possi- 
ble, laying him under the table with prime port, daret, or Lon- 
don particular. The mansion appears to have been oMisecrated 
to the jolly Qodf and teems with monuments sacred to convivi- 
ality. Every chest of drawers, dothes-press^ and cakmiet, is deco- 
rated with enormous China punch-bowls, which Mrs. Ckxddoft has 
paraded with much ostentation, partioalaiiy in her fikvorite red 
damask bed-chamber, and in wMdi a projector might, witii great 
satis&ction, practise his ezperiments on fleeter diving-bells, and 
submarine boats. 

I have before mentioned cousin Christopfaer's profoond venera- 
tion for antique fhmiture; in consequence o! which the old hall 
is furnished in much the same style with the house in town. Old- 
fashioned bedsteads, with high testers; massy clothes-presses, 
standing most mi^esticaUy on eagles' daws, and ornamented with 
a profusion of shining brass handles, clasps, and hinges; and 
around the grand parlor are solemnly arranged a set <^ high- 
backed, leather-bottomed, mas^, mahogany diairs, that always 
remind me of the formal long-waisted belles, who flourished in 
stays and buckram, about the time they were in fiushion. 

J^ I m^ judge from their height, it was not the &shion for 
gentlemen in those days to loU over the back of a lady's chair, and 
whisper in her ear what — ^might be as well qpoken aloUd ; — at 
least, they must have been Patagonians to have effected it. Will 
Wizard declares, that he saw a litUe &t German gallant attempt 
once to whisper Miss Barbara Cockloft in this mannw, but being 
unluckily caught by the chin, he dangled and kidded about for 
half a minute, before he could find terra firma; — ^but Will is 
much addicted to hyperbole, by reason of his having been a great 
traveller. 

But what the Codclofts most especially pride themselves upon, 
is the possession of several fiimily portraits, whieh exhibit as 
honest a square set of portly well fed looking gentlemen and 
gentlewomen, as ever grew and flourished under the pencil of a 
Dutch painter. Old Christopher, who is a complete genealogist, 
has a story to tell of each ; and dilates with copious doquenoe on 
the great services of the general in large sleeves, during the dd 
French war ; and on the piety of the lady in blue vdvet, who so 
attentively peruses her book, and was once so celebrated for a^ 
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beoatifbl arai : but, mticfa as I reference my flliistrioiis anoestora, 
I find little to admire in their biography, ezcefyt my cousin's ex- 
orient memory ; wiiich is most provokingly retentiTe of every 
tinintereflting particalar. 

My allotted chamb^ hi the hall is lite same that was ooco- 
pied in days cf yore by my honored tmcle Jchn. The room 
exhibits many memorials which recall to my remembrance the 
8(^d ezoellenoe and amiable eccentricities of that gallant old lad. 
Orer the mantel-pieoe hangs the porCrsdt of a yonng lady dressed 
in a flaring, kmg-waisted, blue silk gown ; be-flowered, and be- 
ftorbelowe^ and becixfi^ in a most abundant manner; die holds 
in one hand a book, whidi she very complaisantly neglects to 
turn and smile on the spectator; in the otiier a flower, which I 
hope, for the honor of dame natnre, was tiie sole -prodnction of the 
painter^s imaginaticm ; and a little behind her is something tied to 
a blae riband, but whether a little dog, a monkey, or a pigeon, 
must be left to the ju<3^ment of fhture commentatons. This little 
damsel, tradition says^ was my unde John's third fl«ne; and he 
would in&Uibly have run away ynth her, could he have persuaded 
her into the measure ; but at that time ladies were not quite so 
eaoly run away with as Columbine; and my unde fiuling in the 
point, took a luoky thought; and with great gallantry ran off 
with her picture, whk^ he conveyed in triumph to Cockloft hall, 
and hung up in his bed-chamber as a monument of his enterpris- 
hig spirit The old gentleman prided himself m^tily on tins cfai- 
valric manoeuvre ; always chuckled, and pulled up his stodc when 
he contemplated the picture, and never related the exploit with- 
out winding up with — '*I might, mdeed, have carried oS the 
original, haS I diose to dangle a little longer after her (iiariot- 
wheels ; — ^for, to do the girl justice, I believe she had a Uldng for 
me; but I always scorned to coax, my boy,— always, — ^*twa8 my 
way." My uncle John was of a happy temperament; — I would 
give half I am worth for his talent at self-consolation. 

The Miss Cocklofts have made several spirited attempts to in- 
troduce modem ftimiture into the hall ; but witii very indifferent 
success. Modem style has always been an object of great annoy- 
ance to honest Christopher; and is ever treated by hdm with 
sovereign contempt, as an upstart intrader.-— It is a common ob- 
servation of his, that your old-fashioned substantial fttrtdtuie be- 
speaks the re^)ectability of one's ancestors, and indicates that the 
fiunfly has bee»i used to hold up its head for more than the present 
generation; whereas the fragile appendages of modem style 
seemed to be emblems of mushroom gentility ; and, to his mind 
predicted that the ftunHy dignity would moulder away and vanish 
with the finery thus put on of a sudden.— The same whino-wham 
makes him av^se to havhig his house stOTounded with poplars; 
which he stigmatizes as mere upstarts ; just fit to ornament the 
shingle palaces of modem gentry, and characteristic of the esfci- 
blishments they decorate. Indeed, so fordoes he carry his veneni- 



tion fi»r aU the antlq^ trumpery, that he can icarcely see the 
venerable dust brushed fironx its resting-idaee on the old-fashioned 
testers; or a gray-bearded spider di^odged fhm its ancient 
inheritance without groaning ; and I once saw him in a transport 
of passion on Jeremy's knowing down a mouldering martin-cocm . 
with his tennis-ball, whidi had been set up in the latter days or 
my grand&ther. Another object ci his peeoliar affection is an old 
Kn^ish cherry-tree^ which leans against a oorow of the hall ; and 
whether the house 8upp<»tB it, or it supports the house, would be, 
I believe, a question of some difficulty to decide. It is held sacred 
by friend Christopher because he |:^ted and reared it himself 
and had <Hice well nigh broke his nedc by a fidl from one of its 
branches. This is one of his £Ei70rite stories : — and there is reason 
to believe, that if the tree waa out of the way, the old gentleman 
would forget the whole affiur ;-^which would be a great pity, — 
The old tree has lodg since ceased bearing, and is exceedingly in- 
finn;^very tempest robs it of a limb; and one would suppose 
from the lamentations of my old friend, on such occasions,that he 
had lost one of his own. He often contemplates it in a half- 
melancholy, half-moralising humor — " together," he says, " have 
-we flourished, and together shidl we witiier away :— « few years, 
and both our heads will be laid low ; and, perhaps, my moulder- 
ing b(Mies may, one day or other, mingle with the dust of the tree 
I have planted." He often faocies, be says, that it rejoices to see 
him when he revisits the hsJl; and that its leaves assume a 
brighter verdure, as if to welcome his arrival How whimsically 
are our tenderest feelings aasaQecf \ At one time the old tree had 
obtruded a witha'ed branch before Miss Barbara's window, and 
she desired her &ther to order the gardener to saw it off. I shaU 
never forget the old man's answer, and the look that aooompanied 
it " What," cried he^ " lop off the limbs of my cherry tree in its 
old age ? — why do you not cut off the gray locks d£ jowc poor old 
father?" -» 

Do my readers yawn at this long &mily detail? They are 
welcome to throw down our work, and never resume it again. 
I have no care for such ungratified spirits, and will not throw 
away a thought on one of them ; — ^full often have I contributed 
to i;heir amusement, and have not I a right, for once, to consult 
my own? Who is there that does not fondly turn, at times, to 
linger round those scenes which ivere once the haunt of his boy- 
hood, ere his heart grew heavy and his head waxed grey ; — and 
to dwell with fond affection on the friends who have twined 
themselves round his heart,*-^ — ^mingled in all his enjoyments, 
contributed to all his felicities? If there be any, who cannot 
relish these enjoyments, let them despair ; — ^for they have been so 
soiled in their intercourse with the world, as to be incapable of 
tasting some of the purest pleasures that survive the happy period 
of youth. 

To such as have not yet lost the rural feeling I address this aim- 
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pie &iEuly pietnra; and in tiie honest einoeritf <^a wann lieart, I 
mvite them to torn aside from bustle, core, and toil, to tarty with 
noe lor aseaaon, in the lio^itable mansion of the Cocklofts. 



I was reaQy i^prehensiTe^ on reading tiie following effusion of 
Will Wizard, that he still retained that pestilent hanicering after 
puna of wh^ we lately convicted him. He, however, dedarea 
that he is fully authorised by the example ot the most pc^ular 
critics and wits of the present age, whose manner and matter be 
has closely, and he flatters himself suocesafblly, copied in the sub- 
sequent essay. 



THBATMOAL INTELLIGBaJCB. 

BY WILLIAM WIZABD, ESQ. 

The uncommon healthiness of the eeascm occasioned, as several 
learned physidans assure me, by tiie universal prevalence*^ of the 
influeiiza, has encouraged the chieftain of our dramatic corps to 
marshal his forces, and to oommehce the campaign at a much 
earlier day than usuaL He has been induced to take tlie field, 
thus suddenly, I am told, by the invasion of certain foreign ma- 
rauders, who pitched t^eir tents at Yaxixhall Grarden during the 
warm mouths ; and taking advantage of his army being disbanded 
and dispensed in summer quarters, committed sad depredations 
upon the Ixntters of his territories; — carrjring off a considenihle 
portion of his whiter harvest, and murdering some of his most 
distinguished characters. 

It is true, these hardy invaders have been reduced to great 
extremity by tlje late heavy rains, which injured and destroyed 
much of their camp equipage, besides spoiling the best part of 
thehr wardrobe. Two cities, a triimiphal car, and a new moon for 
Cinderella, together with the barber's boy who was employed 
every night to powder and make it ' shine white, have been 
entirely washed away, and the sea has become very wet and 
mouldy; insomuch that great apprehensions are entertained that 
it will never be dry enough for use. Add to this the noble 
county Paris had the misfortune to tear his corduroy breeches, in 
the souffle with Borneo, by reason of the tomb bemg very wet, 
which occasioned him to slip; and he and his noble rival pos- 
sessing but one poor pair of satin ones between them, were 
reduced to considerable sliifts to keep up the dignity of their 
lespeotive houses. In qnte of these diaadvantaget^ and the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



8AL1KAQU1IDL 171 

untoward cmmmstaDoefl, they oommned to enact meet intiepidly ; 
performing^ with much ease and confidence, inasmuch as they 
were seldom pestered with an audi^ice to criticise and put them 
out of countenance. It is rumored that the last heavy shower 
absolutely disaolyed the company, and Uwt our manager has nothing 
further to api»«hend from thait quarter. 

The theatre opened on Wednesday last, with great edat, as we 
critics say, and almost vied in brilliant with that of my superb 
friend Oonsequa in Canton, where the castles were all iyory, the sea 
mother of pearl, the skies gold and silver leaC and the outside of 
the boxes inlaid with scallop shell-w<Mrk. Those who want a 
better description of the theatre, may as well go and see it» and 
then they can judge for themselves. For the gratification of a 
highly respectable class of readers, who love to see every thing on 
paper, I had indeed prepared a circumstantial and truly inoom- 
prehensiUe account of it, such as your travelier always fills his 
book with, and whidi I defy the most intefligent architect, even 
the great Sir Christopher Wren, to understand. I had jumbled 
oomioes, and pilasters^ and pillarsi and capitals, and trig^iphs, and 
modules, and plinths, and volutes, and perspectives, and fore-cdiort- 
enings, helter-skelter; and had set all the orders of ardbitecture, 
Doric, I<mic, Corinthian, ko,^ together by the ears^ in oider to 
work out a satisfactory description ; but the manager having sent 
me a polite note, requesting that I would not take off the sharp 
edge, as he whimsically expressed it, of public curiosity, thereby 
diminishing the receipts of his house, I have willingly consented 
to oblige him, and have left my description at the store of our 
publisher, where any person may see it — ^provided he applies at a 
proper hour. 

I cannot refrain here from giving vent to the satiafiM^ion I 
received from the excellent performances of the different actors, 
one and all; and particularly the gentlemen who shifted the 
scenes, who acquitted themselves throughout with great celerity, 
dignity, pathos, and effect Nor must I pass over the pecu- 
liar merits of my friend JoHK, who gallanted off the chairs and 
tables in the most dignified and circumspect manner. Indeed, I 
have had frequent occasion to applaud the correctness witli which 
this gentleman fulfils the parts cJlotted him, and consider him as 
one of the best general performers in the company. My fiiend, 
the cockney, found considerable &ult with the manner in which 
John shoved a huge rock from behind the scenes ; maintaining 
that he should have put his left foot forward, and pushed it with 
bis right hand, that being the method practised by his contempo- 
raries of the royal theatres, and universally approved by their best 
critics. He a&o took exception to John's coat, which he pro- 
nounced too short by a foot at least, particularly when he turned 
his back to the company. But I look upon these objections in 
the same light as new readings, and insist that «fohn shall be 
avowed to mancDUvre his chairs and tables, shove his rocks, and 
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wear hSflddiiM in that flfyleivhich his geiuim best effb^ Uf 
hopes in the rising m^it of this &Torite actor daily increase; 
and I would hint to the manager the propriety of giving him a 
benefit, adrertising in the usual style <n pla j-bills, as a ** springe 
to oatoh woodooolm," thaty between the j^y and &roe^ John wifl 
XAXX A BOW— for that night onlyl 

I am told that no pains haye been spared to make the exhibit 
ti<ms of this seascm as splendid as possible. Several expert rot- 
cateh^v have been sent into differoit parts of the country to catdi 
white mice, for the grand pantomime of Oindbbella. A nest foil 
of litfle squab Cupids have been taken in the neighbcn-hood of 
Communipaw ; tiiey are as yet but half fledged, of the true Hc^land 
breed, and it is hoped will be able to fly about by the middle of 
Odiober; o^erwise th^ will be suspended about the stage by 
the waistband, like little aUigatora in an apothecary's shop, as tiie 
pantomime must positively be pa£Mined by that time. Great 
pains and expense have bisen incurred in the importation of one 
of the most portly pumpkms in Kew England ; and the pabfic 
may be assured there is now one <m botfd a vessel fit>m New 
Haven, which will contain Cinderella's coach and tax irith perfect 
ease, were the white mice even ten times as large. 

Also eeveral bairels of hail, rain, brimstone, and gunpowder, 
are in store for mdo-dramas, of whic^ a number are to be played 
off this winter. It is ftirthennore whispered me that the great 
thunder drum has been new braced, and an expert performer <m 
that instrument migaged, who wiU thunder in plain Bnglish, so 
as to be understood by the most illlterato hearer. This will be 
infinitely preferable to the miserable Italian thunderer, remployed 
last winter by Mr. Ciceri, who performed in such an unnatmal 
and outlandish tongue, that none but the scholars of signer Da 
Ponte could understand him. It will be a further gratifioition to 
the patriotic audience to know, that the present thundea^r is a 
fellow-countryman, bom at Dunderbarrack, among the echoes of 
the Highlands; — and that he thunders with peculiar emphasis 
and pompous enunciation, in the true style of a fourth of July 
orator. 

In addition, to all tiiese additions, the manager has provided aa 
entire new snowstorm, the y&cy sight of which will be quite soffi- 
eiMit to draw a shawl over every naked bosom in the theatre ; the 
snow is perfoctiy firesh, havmg been manufactured Im^ Augcet 

N. B. The outside of the theatre has been ornamented with a 
new chimney 1 1 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



gailCAGCNDL Its 



No. XV.— THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 180lr. 

SKETCHES FROM NATURE. 

BT AKTHOirr EVEBOBBEN, ChENT. 

The brisk north-w^eeters, which prevailed not kmg «inee, had a 
povrerM effect in arresting the progress of belles, beaux, and 
wild pigeons in Uieir &shionable northern tour, and taming them 
back to the more balmy region of the south. Among the rest, I 
was encountered, fhU butt, by a blast which set mj teeth chat- 
tering, just as I doubled <Mie of the fW>wning blu& of the Mohawk 
mountains, in my route to Kiagara; and &cing about inconti- 
nently, I forthwith scud before the wmd, and a few days since 
arrived at my old quarters in New York. My first care, on 
returning fh>m so long an absence, was to visit the worthy fiunUy 
of the (SxskloftB, whom I found safe burrowed in their country 
mansion. On inquiring for my highly ree;)ected coadjutor, Lang- 
stafl; I learned with great concern that he had relapsed into one 
of bis eccentric fits of the spleen, ever ednce the era of a turtle 
dinner given by old Cockloft to some of the neighboring squires ; 
wherein the old gentlenuin had achieved a glorious victory, in 
laying honest Launcelot &irly under the table. Langsta^ 
although fond of the sodal board and cheerftd glass, yet idbomi- 
nates any excess; and has an invincible aversion to getting mel- 
low, considering it a wilfUl outrage on the sanctity of imperial 
mind, a senseless abuse of the body, and an unpardonable, because 
a voluntary, prostration of both mental and personal dignity. I 
have heard him moralize on the subject, in a style that would 
do honor to Michael Oassio himself; but I believe, if the truth 
were known, this antipathy rather rises from his having, as the 
phrase is, but a weak head, and nerves so extremely sensitive, 
that he is sure to suffer seventy from a frolic; and w&l groan and 
make resolutions agahist it for a week afterwards. He therefore 
took this waggish expkMt of old Christopher's, and the consequent 
quizzing which he underwent, in high dudgeon; had kept aloof 
from company for a fortnight^ and appeared to be meditating some 
deep plan of retaliation upon his mischievous old crony. He 
had, however, for the last day or two, shown some symptoms of 
oonvalescenoe: had listened, without more than half a dozen 
twitches of impatteiice, to one of Christopher's unoonsdouable kmg 
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stories; and even was seen to smile, for the one hundred aod 
thirtieth time, at a venerable joke originally borrowed from Joe 
Miller; but which, by dint of long occupancy, and frequent repeti- 
tion, the old gentleman now firmly believes haj^ned to himself 
somewhere in New England 

As I am well acquainted with Launcelot's haunts, I soon found 
him out He was lolling on his favorite bench, rudely construct- 
ed at the foot of an old t^ee, which is full of fentastical twists, and 
with its spreading branches forms a canopy of luxuriant foliage. 
This tree is a kind of dironide of the short reigns of his uncle 
J(^n*s mistresses; and its trunk is sorely wounded with carvings 
of true lovers' knots, hearts, darts, names, and inscriptions! — 
frail memorials of the variety of the fair dames who captivated 
the wandering fancy of that old cavalier in the days of his youth- 
fhl romance. Launo^t holds this tree in particular regard, as be 
does every thing else connected with the memory of his good 
uncle John. He was reclining, in one of his usual brown studies, 
against its trunk, and gazing pensively upon the river that glided 
just by, washing the dro(^)ing branches of the dwarf willows that 
fringed its bank. My appearanoe roused him ; — he grasped my 
hand with his usual warmth, and with a tremuloQB but dose pres- 
sure, which spoke that his heart entered into the salutatioa 
After a number of affectionate inquiries and felicitations, such as 
friendsliip, not form, dictated, he seemed to relapse into his former 
flow of thought, and to resume the chain of ideas my appearance 
had broken for a moment. 

''I was reflecting," said he, "my dear Anthony, upon some 
observations I made in our last number; and considering whether 
the sight of objects once dear to the affections, or of scenes where 
we have passed different happy periods of early life, really occa- 
sions most eigoyment or most regret Benewing our acquaint- 
ance with well-known but long sepsoated objects, revives, it is 
true, the recollection of former pleasures, and touches the tender- 
est feelings of the heart ; like the flavor of a delicious beverage, 
will remain upon the palate long after the cup has parted from the 
lips. But on the other hand, my friend, these same objects are too 
apt to awaken us to a keener recollection of what we were, when 
they erst delighted us; and to provoke a mortifying and melan- 
choly contrast with what we are at present. They act, in a man- 
ner, as milestones of ezist^ice, showing us how &r we have tra- 
velled in the journey of life ; — ^how much of our weary but fasci- 
nating pilgrimage is accomplished. I look round me, and my eye 
fondly recognises the fields I once snorted over, the river in 
which I once swam, and the orchard I intrepidly, robbed in the 
halcyon days of boyhood. The fields are stiU green, the river 
still rolls imaltered and undimmisbed, and the orchard is still 
flourishing and fhiitful ; — ^it is I only am changed. The thought- 
less flow <^ mad-cap spirits that nothing could depress; — the elaa- 
Ucity of nerve that enabled me to boiud over the field, to stem 
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the s^^reau, and climb the tree; — ^the '^sunshine of the breiast^' 
that beamed em illusive charm over ereiy object, and created a 
paradise around me I — where are they? — ^the thievish lapse of 
yeans has stolen Ihem away, and left in return nothing but gray 
hairs, and a repining spirit" My ftiend Launcelot concluded his 
harangue with a sigh, and as I saw he was still under the influ- 
ence ^a whole legion of the blues, and just on tlie point of sink- 
ing into one of his whimsioal and imreasonable fits of melancholy 
abstraction, I proposed a wa&; he consented, and slipping his 
left arm in mine, and waving in the other a gold-head^ thorn 
cane, bequeathed him by his uncle John, we slowly ramUed 
along the margin of the river. 

Langstafl^ though possessing great vivacity of temper, is most 
wofhlly subject to these *^Uuck coming fancies:" and I do not 
know a man whose animal spirits do insult him with more jiltings, 
and coquetries, and slippery tricks. In these moods he is often 
visited by a whim-wham which he indulges in common with the 
Cocklofts. It is that of kxddng back with regiet, ooi^uring up the 
phantoms of good old times, and decking tbem out in imaginary 
finery, with the spoils of his hxicj; like a good lady widow, 
regretting tiie loss of the "poor dear man;" for whom, while liv- 
ing, she cared not a rush. I have seen him and Pindar, and old 
Otx^loft, amuse themselves ovor a bottle with their youthful 
days; until by ^b& time they had beo(Mne what is termed merry, 
they were the most miserable beings in existence. In a sunilar 
humor was Launoelot at present, and I knew the only way waa 
to let hnn moralize himself out of it 

Our ramble was soon interrupted by the appearance of a per^ 
sonage of no little importance at Gockloft-hall :<— lor, to let my 
readers into a fiunily secret^ fiiend Christopher is notoriously hen- 
p^ed by an old negro, who has whitened on the place; and is 
Ills master, almanac, and coansellor. My readers, if hi^y they 
have sojourned in the country, and become oonvensant in rand 
manners, must have observed, that there is aoarce a little hamlet 
but has one of these old weather-beaten wiseacres of negroes, who 
Xs,vks among the great diaractersof the place. He is always 
resorted to as an (vade to resolve any question about the wea- 
ther, fishing, shootings farming, and hors^octoring: and on such 
occasions will slouch his remnant of a hat on one aide, fold his 
arms, roll his white eyes and ezamme the sky, with a loc^ as 
knowing as Peter Pindar^s magpie when peeping into a marrow* 
bone. Such a sage curmudgeon is Old Giesar, who acts as fiiend 
Cockloft's prime minister or grand vizier; asenmes, when abroad, 
his master's style and title; to wit, squire Cockloft; and is, in 
effecjl;, absolute lord and ruler of the soil. 

As he passed us, he pulled off his hat with an air of something 
more than respect;— >lt partook, I thought^ oi affectioa "Ther& 
now, is another memento of the kind I have been noticmg," said 
liauncelot; "Ceesar was a hoxm friend and chosen pUmnafte of 



cocnltt Pifidftr and mymiH mhsnx we wero boys. If efer wcra ire 
BO happy as when, stealing awaj on a holiday to the hall, we 
ranged about the fi^ds with honest Caesar. He was particalarly 
adrdt in making otir qoail-traps and fishing rods; was always 
tiie ring-leader in all tiie schemes of fioMcksome mischief per- 
petrated by the nrohins of the neighborhood; considered himself 
on an equalHy witii the best of tis ; and many- a hard battle have 
I had with him, about the cdvision of ihe aptiOa of an ordiard, or 
the title to a bird's nest Many a summer evening do I remember 
when, hud(Bed toge&er cm the steps of the hall door, Gssar, 
with his stories of ^osts, goblins, and witches, would put us all in 
a panic, and peo^e every lane, and ohurdi-yard, and solitary 
wood, witib imaginary beings. In process of time, he became the 
constant attendant said Man Friday of oousm Pindar, whenever 
he went a specking among ibe roi^ country girls of the neigh- 
boring farms; and brought up his rear at eT»y rustic dance, 
when he would mingle in l^e sable group timt always thronged 
the door of merriment; and it was enough to put to the rout a 
host cf splenetic imps to see his mouth giadoally dSHato fitmi ear 
to ear, with pride and exultation, at seeing how neatly masttf 
Pindar footed it over the floor. Oeesar was likewise the diosen 
oontkUnt and special agent of Pindar in all his love i^airs, until, 
as his evil stars would have it, on being entrusted with the 
delirery of a poetic InUetdoux to <me of his patron's svreethearts^ 
he took an nnluoky notion to send it to his own sable dnldnea; 
who, not being able to read it, took it to her mistress; — ^and so 
ttie whole afbir vras blown. Pindar was univenidly roasted, 
and Oeesar discharged for ever from his confidence. 

^ Poor Caesar! — ^he has now grown old, like his young masten; 
but he still remembers cdd times ; and will, now and then, r^nind 
me of them as he lights me to my room, and lingers a little whUe 
to Ixd me a good n^ht:— beUeve me, my dear Evergreen, the 
honest nmnle old creature has a vrann comear in mj heart ;•— I 
don't see, for my part, why a body maj not Hke a negro as wdl 
as a vrtute man !" 

By the time these biographical anecdotes were ended we had 
reached the staUe^ into vHtidi we involuntarily strolled, and 
found C»s8r busily empkiyed in rubbing down the horses; an 
office he would not entrust to any body eL^; having contracted an 
affection for every beast in the stable, firom tiieir being descendants 
of the old race of animals, his youthful contemporaries. Cesar 
was reiy {Murtioular in giving us their pedigrees, together with a 
panegyric on the swiftness, bottCMn, blood, and spirit of their sires. 
From these he digressed mto a yariety of anecdotes in which 
Launcelot bore a conspicuous part, and on which the old negro 
dwelt with all the gMTuHty d age. Honest Langstaff stood 
leaning with his arm over the back of his &Torite steed, M 
KiQdeer; and I could pereeire he listened to Ciesar's nmple 
detaOa with tiiat fond attention with which a feeling mind will 
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httig over manJ&YBB of boyiah dajB. SSs aye spwUed witii 
animatio!), a glow of jouthAil fire stole across his pale visage ; he 
nodded with smUing approbatioa at every sentenoe ;— chuckled 
at every exploit ; laughed heartily at the story of his onoe having 
smoked out a coun^ smging school with brimstone and aa* 
safoetida ; — and slipping a piece of money into old CiBsar^s hand to 
buy himself a new tobaooo-box, he seized me by the arm and 
hurried out of the stable brimful of good nature. *^ ^is a pestilent 
old rogue fbr talking, my dear fellow/' cried he, " but you most 
not find &u]t with him, — ^the creature means welL" I knew at 
the very moment that he made this i^pology, honest CsDsar oould 
not have given bim half the satis&ction had he talked like a 
Cioero or a Solomon. 

Launcelot returned to the house with me hi the best possibla 
humor : — the whole &mUy, who in truth love and honor lum fVom 
their very souls, were delighted to see the sun-beams once mcMre 
play in his countenance. £very one seemed to vie who should 
talk the most, tell the longest stories, and be most agreeable ; and 
Will Wizard, who had accompanied me in my visit, declared aa 
he lighted his segar, which had gone out forty times in the oourao 
of one of his oriental tales^ — ^that he had not passed so pleasant an 
evening since the butb-night ball of the beauteous empress of 
Hayti. 

[The loUowmg essay was written by my firiend Langstaff, m 
one oiUbe pArozysms of his genetic complaint; and, for aught I 
know, may have been effectual in restoring him to good humor. 
-^A mental discharge of the kind has a renuurkable tendeni^ 
toward sweetening the temper, — and Launcelot is^ at this momeni^ 
one ci tiie best natured men in existence. 

A. KVSBQBBEN.] 



ON GREATKBS& 

BT LAUNCELOT LANGSTArr, B8Q. 

Wb have more than once, in the course of our work, been most 
Jocosely familiar with great personages; and, in truth, treated 
them wiHi as little ceremony, respect, and consideration, as if 
they had been our most particular friends. Now, we would not 
suffer the mortification of having our readers even suspect us of 
an intimacy of the kind; assuring them we are extremely ohoioe 
in our intimates and uncommonly circumspect in avoiding cou- 
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Aexi6n8 with an doubtAd characters ; particularly pimpi, hailUEi, 
lottery-brokers, daevaliers of isdustry, and great men. The 
world, in general, is pretty well aware of what is to be understoad 
by the former classes of delinquents; but as the latter has nevei; 
I beheve, been specifically denned ; and as we are determined to 
instroct our readers to the extent of our abilities, and their limit- 
ed comprehension, it may not be amiss here to let them know 
whftt we understand by a flpreat man. 

First, fberrfore, let us, editors and kings are always plural, pre- 
mise, that there are two kinds of greatness ; — one conferred by 
heaven — ^the exalted nobility of the soul ; — the other, a qpurioiu 
distinction, engendered by the mob and lavished upon its favorit«?s. 
The former of these distinctions we have always contemplated 
with reverence; the latter, we will take this opportunity to strip 
naked before our unenlightened readers; so that if by chance any 
of them are held in ignominious thraldom by this base circulation 
of &lse coin, they may forthwith emancipate themselves &om such 
iDglorious delusion. 

It is a fictitious value given to individuals by public caprice, as 
bankers give an impression to a worthless slip of paper : thereby 

S lining it a currency for infinitely more tlian its intrinsic valua 
very nation has its peculiar coin, and peculiar great men; neither 
of which will, for the most part, pass current out of the oountiT 
where they are stamped. Tour true mob-created great man, u 
Kke a note of one of the little Kew-England banks, and his value 
depreciates in proportion to the distance from home. In Ejigland, 
a great man is he who has most ribands and gew-gaws on his ooat| 
most horses to his carriage, most slaves m his retinue, or most 
toad-eaters at his table ; in France, he who can most dexterously 
flourish his heels above his head — --Duport is most incontestably 
the greatest man in France 1 — when the emperor is absent. The 
greatest man in C&ina, is be who oan trace his ancestry up to the 
moon ; and in this country, our great men may generally hunt down 
their pedigree until it bunowii in the dirt l&e a rabbit To be 
oondiB ; our great men are those who are most expert at crawl- 
ing on all fours, and have the happiest fiicility in (fragging and 
winding themselves along in tlie dirt like very reptiles. This may 
seem a paradox to many of my readers, who, with great good 
nature be it hinted, are too stupid to look beyond the mere surface 
of our invaluable writings ; and often pass over the knowing allu- 
sion, and poignant meaning, that is slily couching beneath. It is 
for liie benefit of such helpless ignorants, who have no other creed 
but the opinion of the mob, that I shall trace, as far as it is possi- 
ble to follow him in his progress fh>m insignificance — ^the rise, 
progress, and completion (k a little great man. 

In a logocracy, to use the sage Mustapha's phrase, it is not ab- 
solutely necessary to the formation of a great man that he should 
be either wise or valiant, upright or honorable. On the contrary, 
doily experie^^ showd^ that these qualities lather impode his pre- 
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f€fmeDt; inasmuch as thej are prone to render him too inflexiblv 
erect, and directly at variance with that willowy suppleness which 
enables a man to wind, and twist, through all the nooks and turns - 
and dark' winding passages that lead to greatness. The grand 
requisite for climbing the rugged hill of popularity, — ^the summit 
of which is the seat of power, — is to be useful And here onee 
more, for the sake of our readers, who are, of course, not so wise 
as ourselves, I must explain what we understand by usefulness. 
The horse, in his native state, is wttd, swifV, impetuous, full of 
majesty, and of a most generous spirit It is then the animal is 
noble, exalted, and useless. — But entrap him, manacle him, cudgel 
him, break down his lofty spirit, put the curb into his mouth, the 
load upon his back, and reduce him into servile obedience to the 
bridle and the lash, and it is then he becomes usefuL Your jack* 
ass is (me of the most useful animals in existence. If my read- 
era do not now understand what I mean by usefulness) J give them 
all up fcH* most absolute nincoms. 

To rise in this country, a man must first descend. The aspiring 
politician may be oompsired to that inde&tigable insect, called tiie 
tumbler; pronounced by a distisg^uished personage to be the only 
industrious animal in Virginia, which buries itself in filth, and 
works ignobly in the dirt, until it forms a httle ball, which it rolls 
laboriously along, like Diogenes in his tub; sometimes head, 
sometimes tail foremost, pilfering fi*om every rut and mud hole, 
and increasing its ball of greatness by the contributions of the 
kennel. Just so the candidate for greatness ; — ^he plunges into 
that mass of obscenity, the mob ; labors in dirt and oblivion, and 
makes unto himself the rudiments of a popular name from the 
admiration and praises of rogues, ignoramuses, and blackguards. 
His name once started, onward he goes struggling and puffing, 
and pushing it before him ; collecting new tributes from the dregs 
and offals of the land, as he proceeds, until having gathered to< 
gether a mighty mass of popularity, he mounts it in triumph ; is 
hoisted into office, and becomes a great man, and a ruler in tl>e 
land; — all this wUl be clearly illustrated by a sketch of a worthy 
of the kind, who sprung up under my eye, and was hatched from 
pollution by the broad rays of populiuity, which, like the sun, cao 
" breed maggots in a dead dog." 

Timothy Babble was a youns man of very promising talents ; 
for he wrote a fsur hand, and had thrice won the silver medal at a 
country academy : — ^he was also an orator, for he talked with em* 
phatic volubility, and could argue a full hour, without taking 
either side, or advandng a single ojunion ; — ^he had still furtlier 
requisites for eloquence ; — ^for he made very handsome gestures, 
had dimples jn his cheeks when he smiled, and enunciated most 
harmoniously through his nose. In short, nature had certainly 
marked him out for a great man ; for though he was not tall, yet 
he added at least half an inch to his stature by elevating his head,> 
and assumed an awaaing expr^sioa of dignity by tuping up hik. 
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Boae and cmUng his noetarilfl, in * style of oonsdoiiB 8U|ierioi^. 
CcKDvinced by these unequivocal appearances, Dabblers friends, in 
full caucus, one and all, declared that he was undoubtedly bom 
to be a great man, and it would be his own fault if be were not 
one. Dabble was tidded with an opinion which coincided so 
happily with his own, — ^for vanity, in a confidential whisper, had 
given him the like intimation ; — and he reverenced the judgment 
of his friends because ^ey thought so highly of himself; — accord- 
ingly he set out with a determination to become a great man, and 
to start in the scrub-race for hon(»' and renown. How to attain 
the desired prizes was however the question. He knew by a kind 
of instinctive feeling, which seems peculiar, to grovellmg minds, 
tl)at honor, and its better part — ^prafit, would never seek him out ; 
that they would never knock at his door and crave admittance ; 
but must be courted, and toiled after, and earned. He therefore 
strutted forth into the highways, the market-places, and the assem- 
blies of the people ; ranted like a true cock^^l orator about virtue, 
and patriotism, and liberty, and equality, and himselt Full many 
a political wind-mill did he battle with; and full many a time did 
be talk himself out of breath and his hearers out of patience. But 
Dabble found, to his vast astonishment, that there was not a no- 
torious poUtiad pimp at a ward meeting but could out-talk him ; 
and ^^imt was still more mortifying; there was not a notorious 
political pimp but was more noticed and caressed than himselC 
The reascKi was simple enough ; while he harangued about jMin* 
dples, the others ranted about men ; where he reprobated a poli- 
tical error, they blasted a political character ; — they were, conse- 
quently, the most useful ; for the great object of our political dis- 
putes is not who shall have the honor of emancipating the com- 
munity fh>m the leading strings oi delusion, but who shall have 
the profit of holding the strings and leading the community by die 
noBe. 

Dabble was likewise very kmd in his professions of integrity, 
incorruptibility, and disinterestedness; words which, fix>m being 
filtered and refined through newspapers and election handbills, 
have lost thdr original ragnification ; and in the poKtical dictionary 
are s3rnonymous with empty pockets, itching palms, and interested 
ambition. He, in addition to all this, declared that he would sup- 
port none but honest men ;.— but unluddly as but few of tiiese 
offered themselves to be supported, Dabblers services were seldom 
required. He pledged himself never to engage in party schemee^ 
or party politics, but to stand up solely for the broad interests of 
his country; — so he stood alone ; and what is the same thing, he 
■tood still; for, in this country, he who does not side with either 
party, is like a body m a vaaiwn between two planets, and must 
for ever remain motionless. 

Dabble was immeasurably surprised that a man so honest, so 
dismterested, and so sagacious Withal, — and one too who had the 
good of his countiy so much at heai^ should tiius remain unno- 
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tided ftod tmappUmded. A Httle worldly advtoe, whispered in hia 
ear by a shrewd old politician, at once explained the whole mys- 
tery. **He who would become great,'* said he, "must serve an 
api^entioeship to greatness ; and rise by regular gradation, like 
the master of a vessel, who commences by bong scrab and cabin- 
boy. He must &g in the train of great men, echo all their 
sentimentsi, become their toad-eater and parasite; — laugh at all 
tiieir jokes, and, above all, endeavor to make them laugh; if you 
rally now and then make a man laugli, your fortune is made. 
Look but about you, youngster, and you will not see a single little 
great man of the day, but has his miserable herd of retainers, who 
yelp at his heels, come at his whistle, worry whoever he points 
his finger at, and think themselves fully rewarded by sometimes 
snapphig up a crumb that faUs from the great man*s table. Talk 
of patriotism and virtue, and inoomiptibi^ty I — tut^ man I they are 
the very qualities that scare munificence, and keep patronage at 
a distance. You might as well attempt to entice crows with red 
rags and gunpowder. Lay idl these scarecrow virtues aside, and 
let this be your maxim, that a candidate for political eminence is 
like a dried herring ; he never becomes luminous until he is cor- 
rupt" 

Dabble caught with hungry avidity these congenial doctrines, 
and turned into his pre-destined channel of action with the force 
and rapidity of a stream which has for a while been restrsuned 
from its natural course. He became what nature had fitted him 
to be; — ^his tone softened down firom arrogant self-sufficiency, to 
the whine of fawning solicitation. He mingled in the caucuses 
of the sovereign people; adapted his dress to a similitude of dirty 
raggedness ; argued most logically with those who were of his own 
opinion ; and slandered, with all the malice of impotence, exalted 
characters whose orbit he despaired ever to approach: — just as 
that scoimdrel midnight thie( the owl, hoots at the blessed light 
of the sun, whose glorious lustre he dares never contemplate. 
He likewise applied himself to discharging, faithfully, the honor- 
able duties of a partizau ; — ^he poached about for private slanders, 
and ribald anecdotes; — ^he iblded handbQls; — he even wrote one 
or two himself which he carried about in his pocket and read to 
every body; — ^he became a secretary at ward-meetings, set his 
hand to divers resolutions of patriotic import, and even once went 
BO far as to make a speech, in which he proved that patriotism 
was a virtue ; — ^the reigning bashaw a great man ; — ^that this was 
a free country, and he himself an arrant and incontestable buzzard 1 

Dabble was now very flrequent and devout in his visits to those 
temples of politics, popularity, and smoke, the ward porter-houses ; 
those true dens of equality where all ranks, ages, and talents, are 
brought down to the dead level of rude familiarity. Twas here 
his talents expanded, and his genius swelled up into its proper 
size : like the loathsome toad, whidi, shrinking fh>m bahny airs 
and jocund sunshine^ finds his congenial home m caves and dui^ 
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eeons, and there noorishea hM Tenom, and bloate his deformity. 
Twaa here he revelled with the swinish multitude in their 
debauches on patriotism and porter ; and it became an even chance 
whether Dabble would turn out a great man or a great drunkard. 
But Dabble in all this kept steadily in bis eye the only deity be 
ever worshipped — his interest. Having by this fiimiliarity ingra- 
tiated liimself with the mob, he became wonderfully potent and 
industrious at elections ; knew all the dens and cellars of protligaey 
and intemperance ; brought more negroes to the polls, and knew 
to a greater certainty where votes could l>e bought for beer, than 
any of his contemporaries. His exertions in the cause, his perse- 
vering industry, his degrading compliance, his unresisting humility, 
his steadfast dependence, at length caught the attention of one of 
the leaders of the party ; who was pleased to observe that Dabble 
was a very useful fellow, who would go all length^ From that 
moment his fortune was made; — ^he was hand and glove with ora- 
tors and slang- whangers ; basked in the sunshine of great men's 
smiles, and had tlie honor, sundiy times, of shaking hands with 
dignitaries, and drinking out of the same pot with them at a por- 
ter-house I ! 

I will not fatigue myself with tracing this Caterpillar in \m 
dimy progress from worm to butterfly: aafBce it that Dabble 
bowed and bowed, and fiiwned, and sneaked, and smirked and 
libelled, until one would have thought perseverance itself would 
have settled down into despair. There was no knowing how long 
he might have lingered at a distance from his hopes, bad he noi 
luckily got tarred and feathered for some of fajs electioneering 
manoBuvres ; — this was tl^ making of him ! — Let not my readers 
stare ; — ^tarring and feathering here is equal to pillory and cropped 
ears in England; and either of these kinds of martyrdom will 
ensure a patriot the sympathy and support of his Action. Hia 
partizans, for even he had his partizans, took his case into consi- 
deration ; — ^he had been kicked and cuffed, and disgraced, and 
dishonored in the cause ; — he liad licked the dust at the feet of tiio 
mob ; — ^he was a faithful drudge, slow to anger, of invincible 
patience, of incessant assiduity; — a thorough gomg tool, who 
could be curbed, and spurred, and directed at pleasure; — ^in shoity 
he had all the important qualifications for a little great man, and 
he was accordingly ushered into office amid the acclamations of 
tlie party. The leading men complimented his usefulness, the mul- 
titude his repubUcan simplicity, and the slang-wbangers vouched 
fer his patriotism. Since his elevation he has discovered indubita- 
ble signs of having been destined for a great man. His nose has 
acquired an additional elevation of several degrees, so that now 
he appears to have bidden adieu to this world and to have set his 
thoughts altogether on things above; and he has swelled and 
inflated himself to such a degree, that his friends are under appre- 
hensions that he will one day or other explode and blow np like 
• toipedo. 
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NO. XVL—THURSDAY, OCT. 16, 1807. 

STYLE, AT BAIXSTON. 

BY WILLIAM WIZASD, I8Q. 

KoTWiTHSTAKDiHO Bvergreea bam never been abroad, nor had 
his undentaiidmg enlightened, or bis views enlarged by that 
marvellous sharpener of the wits, a salt water voyage, jet he to 
tolerably shrewd, and oorreet^ in the limited sphere of his obs^v 
vations ; and now and then astounds me with a riglit pithy re- 
marlc, which would do no discredit even to a man who had made 
the grand tour. 

In several late conversations at Gockloft-Hall, be has amused vs 
exceedingly by detailing sundry particulars concerning that noto- 
rious shtughter^'house of time, BaUston Springs; where he spent a 
considerable part of the last summer. The following is a sum- 
mary of his ojbservatiomi 

Pleasure has paned through a variety of signifloationa at 
Ballston. It ori^^nally meant nothing more than a relief from 
pain and sickness ; and the patient who had journeyed many a 
weary mile to the SprSnga, with a heavy heart and emacii^bed 
form, called it pleasure when he tlirew by his erutches, and 
daDcisd away from them with renovated i^hits and limbs jocund 
with vigor. In process of time ideasure underwent a refinement 
and appeared in the likeness of a sober UDoeremonious country* 
dance, to the flute of an amateur or the three-stringed fiddle of an 
itinerant eountry musician^--StiU eveiy thing bespoke that ha|^ 
holiday which the spirits ever enjoy, when emancipated ttom the 
shackles of formal!^, ceremony, and modem politeness : thSnga 
went on cheerily, and Ballston was pronounced a charming hum- 
drum careless place of resort where eveiy one was at hto ease^ 
and might follow unmolested the bent of his humor— provided his 
wife was not there; — ^when, lol all on a sudden. Style made itf 
baneful appearance in the semblanee of a gig and tandem, a pair 
of leather breeches, a liveried footman, and a codmeyt — since 
that fatal era pleasure has taken an entire new signification, and 
at present means nothing but biylb. 

The worthy, fashionable^ dashmg, good-for-nothing people of 
every state, who had rather suffer the martyrdom of a crowd than 
endure the monotony of their own homai^ and the stupid oon^M^y 
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of th«r own tfaongfatH) flock to the Springs ; not to ei^joy the 
pieagores ci society, or benefit by the qualities of the waters, but 
to exhibit their equipages and wardrobes, and to excite the ad- 
niirati(m, or what is much moce satisfiictoiy, the envy of their 
fiuhionaUe oompetitors. This, of course, awakens a sjMrit of 
noble emuhition between the eastern, middle^ and southern states ; 
and every lady hereupon finding henself (barged in a manner 
with the whole weight of her eoontiy 's dignity and s^e, dresses 
and dashes, and sparkles, without m&Kjj at her competitors from 
oUier parts of the union. This kind of rivalship naturally requires 
a yast deal of ]»eparation and prodigious quantities of supplies. 
A sober dtizen^s wife will break haST a dozen milliners* shops, 
and sometimes stanre her firniUy a whole season, to enable her- 
self to make the Springs campaign in style. — She repairs to the 
seat of war with a mighty force of trunks and band-boxes, like so 
nany ammunition dMsts, filled with caps, hats, gowns,- ribands^ 
shawls, and all the Yarious artiHery of fashionaUe war&re. The 
Udy of a southern phuitor will lay oat the whole annual produce 
of a rice i^antation in silver and ^d musUns, lace veila^ and new 
liveries; carry a hogshead of tobi^oo on her head, and trail a bale 
of sea island cotton at her heels; while a lady of Boston or Salem 
will wn^ herself up in the net proceeds of a cargo of whale oil, 
and tie on her hat with aquintcd of codfish. 

The planters' ladies, however, have generally the advantage in 
this contest; for, as it is aa incontestable £su!t, that who6v<^ 
comes fiom the West or East Indies, or G^eofgiay or the Carolinasi 
or in fiict any warm dimate, is immensely rich^ it cannot be ex- 
pected that a simple ctt of the north can cope with them in style. 
The planter, ther^ive, who drives fonu* horses abroad, and a 
thousand negroes at home, and who flourishes up to the Springs, 
followed by half a score <^ bhuck-a-moors, in goigeous liveries, is 
unquestionably superior to the northern merohant, who plods on 
in a carriage and pair ; which benig nothmg more than is quite 
necessary, has no daim whatever to style. He, however, has his 
consolation in feeling superior to the honest dt, who daslies 
about m a simile gig : — ^he, in return, meere at the country 
squire, who jogs ak»ig with his scrubby long-eared poney and 
afuldle>bag8 ; and the squire, by way of taking satisfaction, would 
make no scruple to run ov» the unobtnudve pedestrian, were it 
not that the last, being the most independent oif the whole, might 
chance to hreek his hnd by way of retort. 

The great misfortune is, that this style is supported at such an 
expense as B(»netime8 to en<»>oach on the rights and privileges of 
tlie podcet ; and occasion very awkward embarrassments to the 
tyro of fiishion. Among a number of instances, Evwgreen men- 
tions the fhte of a dashu^ blade fi^m the south, who made his 
enir^ with a tandem and two outriders, by tiie aid of which he 
■^"jcted t^attention of all the ladies, and caused a coolness 
between several young couple who, it was thought before his ani* 
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vbI, had a oonnderable kindness fiNreadioliier. In ihe ooofBe of 
* fortnight his tandem disappeared ! — ^the class of good folk who 
seem to have nothing to do in this world but pry into other peo- 
ple's affairs, — began to stare I«-4tt a little time longer an outrider 
was missing I — this increased tiie alarm, and it was consequently 
whispered that he had eaten the horses and drank the negro. 
K. B. Southern gentlemen are very apt to do this on an emer^ 
gen^. Serious apprehensions were entertained about the fate of 
the remaining servant, which were soon yerified by his actually 
vanishing ; and in " one little month" the dashing Oarolinian mo- 
desty took his departure in the stage-coadi 1 — ^universally 
regretted by the friends who had generously released lum from 
his cumbrous load of style. 

Evergreen, in the course (^ his detail, gave very raelahcholy 
accounts of an alarming Aonme which raged with great violence 
at tiie Springs. Whethisr tins was owing to the incredible appe- 
tites of the company, or the scardty which prevailed at the inn% 
he did not seem inclined to my ; but he declares, that he was for 
several days in imminent danger of starvation, owing to his being 
a little too dilatoiy in his attendance at the dinner table. He 
relates a number of " moving accidents," which befel many of the 
polite company in their zeal to get a good scat at dinner; on which 
occasion a kind of scrub-race always took place, wherein a vast 
deal of jockeying and unfair play was shown, and a variety of 
squabbles and unseemly altercations occurred. But when arrived 
at the scene of action, it was truly an awful sight to behold tlie 
confusion, and to hear the tumultuous uproar, of voices crymg 
some for one thing, and some for another, to the tuneAil accom- 
paniment of Imivee and fortes; rattling with all the energy of 
hungry impatience. The feast of the Centaurs and the Lapithse 
was nothing when compared with a dinner at the great house. 
At one time, an old gentleman, whose natural Irascibility was a 
little sharpened by the gout, had scalded his throat, by gobbling 
down a bowl of hot soup in a vast huiry, in order to secure the 
first fruits of a roasted partridge before it was snapped up by some 
hungry rival ; when, just as he was whetting his knife and fork, 
preparatory for a descent on the promised land, he had the morti- 
fication to see it transferred, bodily, to the plate of a squeamish 
little damsel who was taking the waters for debility and loss of 
appetite. This was too much for the patience of old Crusty ; he 
lodged his fork into the partridge, whipt it into his dish, and cu^ 
ting off a wing of it,—-" Th«^ Miss, here's more than you can 
eat Oona I what should such a little chalky-feced puppet as you 
do wilh a whole partridge 1" At another time a mig^tr sweet 
disposed old dowager, who loomed most magnificently at the tables 
had a sauce>boat launched upon the capacious lap of a fdlver sprigs 
ged muslin gown, by the manoeuvring of a little politic French- 
man, who was dexterously attemptmg to make a lodgment under 
the ooverod way of a chkskMi-i^; — human nature oouM not bear 
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fjbl^~4h» ladj boaneed rowid, and, with one box on the ear, drove 
the ludcless wight to utter annihilation. 

But these little eroas aoddentB are amplj compensated hy the 
great varietj of amuaementB which abounds at this charadng resort 
of beauty and fiishion. In the morning the company, each like a 
joUy Bacchanalian, with glass in hand, sally forth to the ^rings : 
whore the gwtlemen, w1k> wish to make themselves agreeable, 
have an opportunity of dipping themselves into the good <9inion 
of the ladies : and it is truly delectable to see with what grace and 
adroitness they perform this ingratiating feat Anthony says that 
it is peculiarly amazing to behold the quantity of water the ladies 
drink on this occasion, for the purpose of getting an appetite for 
breakfast He assures me he has been present when a young 
lady, of unparalleled delicacy, tossed ofi; in the space of a mmute 
or two, one and twenty tumblers and a wine-glass fUll. On my 
asking Anthony whether the solicitude of the byHatanderB wasnot 
greatly awakened as to wh*t mi^^t be the eiSecte of this debancb, 
he replied, that the ladies ftt Ballston had become sn<^ great stick- 
lers for the doctrine of evsqwration, that no gentleman ever 
ventured to remonstrate against this exoasttve drinking for fear 
of brhkgiog his philosophy into oontempt The most notorious 
water-drinkers, in particular, were continually holding forth on the 
surprising aptitude with whidi the Ballston waters evaporated ; 
and several gentlemen, who had the hardihood to question this 
female philosophy, were held in high displeasure. 

After breakfast, every one chooses his amusement ;—«ome take 
« ride into the pine woods, and enjoy the varied uid romantic 
scenery of burnt trees, post and rail fences, pine flats, potatoe 
patches, and log huts ;— others scramble up the surrounding sand- 
Lilla, that look like the abodes of a gigantic race of ants; — ^take 
a peep at other sand-hills beyond them ;-^and then— come down 
again: others who are romantic, and sundry young ladies insist 
upon being so whenever they visit the Springs, or go any where 
into the country, stroll along the borders <A' a httle swampy brook 
that drags itself along like an Alexandrine ; and that so lazily as 
not to luake a single murmur;— watching the little tadpoles as 
they frolic, right flippantly, in the muddy stream : and listening 
to the inspiring melody of the harmonious frogs that croak upon 
its borders. Some play at billiards, some play at the fiddle, and 
some — plaf the fool ; — the latter being the most prevalent amuse- 
ment at Ballston. 

These, together with abundance of dancing, and a prodigious 
deal of sle^i^g of afternoons, make up the variety of pleasures at 
the Springs ; — a delicious life of alternate lassitude and &tigue ; 
of laborious dissipation, and listless idleness; of sleepless nights, 
and days spent in that dozing insensibility which ever succeeds 
them. Now and then, indeed, the influenza, the fever-and-ag^e^ 
or some such pale-faced intruder, may happen to throw a momen- 
tary damp on the general felici^f but on the whole, Evergreen 
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dedaras thatBallitoii wanti 01^3^ six fhings ; to wit, good Mr, good 
wine^ good living, good beds, good oompany, and good humor, to 
be the most enfihanting place in the world ;— excepting Botany- 
bey, ICuaqnito Core^ Dimal Swampy and the Black-hole at Gal- 
eatta. 



Ths following letter (rom the sage Kustapha has cost ns nu>re 
trouble to decypher, and render into tolerable English, than any 
hitherto published. It was full of blots and erasures, particularly 
the latter part, which we have no doubt was penned in a moment 
of great wrath and indignation. Mustapha haa often a rambling 
mode of writing, and his thoughts take such unaccountable turns, 
that it is difficult to tell one moment where he will lead you the 
next This is particularly obvious in the commencement of his let- 
ters, which seldom bear much analogy to the subsequent parts; 
— ^he sets off with a flourish, like a dramatic hero, — assumes an 
air of great pompoaty, and struts up to his subject mounted most 
100% on stilts. 

L. LANOSTAFF. 



LETTBB FROM MU8TAPHA RUB-A-DUB KELI KHAJST, 
TO ASBM HACOHEM, PRINCIPAL SLAVE-DRIVEK TO 
HIS HiaHNBSS THE BASHAW OF TRIPOLI. 

Amohq the variety of prindides by which mankind are 
actuated, tiiere is one^ my dear Asem, which I soaitsely know 
whether to consider as springing fbom grandeur and nobility of 
mind, or from a refined speeds of vanity and egotism. It is that 
singular, although almost universal, desire of living in the memoiy 
of posterity ; of occupying a share of the world's attention, when 
we shall long since have ceased to be susc^ble either of its 
praise or censure. lCoet<^ the passions of the mind are bounded 
by the grave ;— sometimes, indeed, an anxious hope or trembling 
(ear will venture beyond Uie clouds and darimess that rest upon 
our mortal horizon, and expajtiate in boundless fiiturity; but it is 
only this active love of fame which steadily oontemplates its frui- 
tion, m the applause or gratitude of fhtnre ages. Indignant at 
the narrow limits which dtcmnscribe existonoe, ambition is for 
over struggliug to soar beyond them ; to triumph over space and 
time, and to bear a name^ at least; above the inevitable ohiivioa 
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in whk^ every tiling elMtlkalooDcenB OS nmst be 1^^ it 

is this, my friend, which prompts the patriot to his most heroic 
achievements ; which insfHies the soblimest straina of the poet^ 
and hreathea ethereal fire into the prodoctiona of the painter and 
the statuary. 

For this the monarch rears the lofty oolumn ; the laurelled con- 
queror claims the triumphal arch ; while the obscure individual, 
who moved in an humble spbexej adcs but a plain and simple 
stone to mark his grave, and bear to the next generation this im- 
portant truth, that he was bom, died — and was buried. It was 
this passion which once erected the vast Numidtan piles, whoee 
ruins we have so often regarded with wonder, as the shades of 
evening — ^flt emblems of oblivion, — gradually stole over and en- 
veloped them in darkness. — ^It was this which gave being to those 
sublime monuments of Saracen magnificence, which nod in moul- 
dering desolation, as the blast sweeps over our deserted plains. 
——How futile are all our efforts to evade the obliterating hand 
of timel As I traversed the dreary wastes of Egypt, on my 
journey to Grand Cairo, I stopped my camel for a while, and 
eontemplated, in awful admiration, the stupendous pyramids. — An 
appalling silence prevailed around ; such as reigns in the wilder- 
ness when the tempest is hushed, and the beasts of prey have re- 
tired to their dens. The myriads that had once been employed in 
rearing these lofty mementoes of human vanity, whose hasy hum 
once enlivened die solitude of the desert, — had all been swept 
fixHn the earth by the irresistible arm of death 2— all were mingled 
with their native dust; all were forgotten! — Even the mighty 
names which these sepulchres were designed to perpetuate had 
long since £eMied fifom remembrance; history and tradition 
afforded but vague conjectures, and the pyramids imparted a hu- 
miliating lesson to the candidate for immortality.— —Alas ! alas I 
said I to myself, how mutable are the foundations on whidi our 
proudest hopes q€ fiiture fiune are reposed I He who imagines he 
has secured to himself the meed of deathless renown, indulges in 
deluding visions, which only bespeak the vanity of the dr^mer. 
The storied obeli^,-— the triumphal arch — the swelling dome, 
shall crumble into du8t» and the names they would preserve &om 
oblivion shall often pass away, before their own duration ie 
accomplished. 

Yet this passion lor fame, however ridicalous in the eye of the 
philosopher, deserves respect and consideration, from having been 
the source of so many illustrious actions ; and, hence it has been 
the practice in all wilightened govemm^its to perpetuate by 
monuments, the memory of great men, as a testimony of respect for 
the illustrious dead, and to awaken in the bosoms of posterity an 
emulation to merit the same honorable distinction. The peofde 
of the American logocrapy, who pride themselves upon improvisfr 
oa every precept or example of ancient or modem governments, 
have disooveved a new mode of exoitmg this love of glory; a 
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modft hf vhich tliey d6 honor to tiieir gi-eat men, eren in their 
life-time 1 

Thoa must have obserred bj this time, that they manage 
•very thing in a manner pecnliar to themselves ; and doabtless in 
the best possible maimer, seeing they have denominated them* 
srives " the most enlightened people under the son." Tbon wilt 
therefore, perhaps, be enrioos to know how they contrive to 
bMior the name of a living patriot, and what imheard-^ monu- 
ment they orect in memory of his achievements. — By the fiery 
beard of the mighty Barfoarosaa, but I can scaroely preserve the 
sobriety of a true disciple of ]k£ahomet while I tell theel — ^wiH 
thou not smile, oh, Mussolman of invindUe gravity, to learn that 
they honor their great men by eating, and that Uie only trophy 
erected to their exploits, is a public dinner I But, trust me^ 
Asem, even in this measure, whimsical as it may seem, the phi- 
losophic and considerate spirit of this people is admirably 
displayed. Wisely concluding, that when the hero is dead, he 
becomes insensible to the voioe of &me, the song of adulation, or 
the splendid trophy, they have determined that he shaU enjoy liis 
quantum of celebrity while living, and revel in the fuU enjoyment 
of a nine days' immortality. The barbarous nations of antiquity 
immolated human victims to the memory of their lamented dead, 
but the* enlightened Americans offer up whole hecatombs of geese 
attd calves, and oceans of wine, in honor of the illustrious living ; 
and the patriot has the felicity of hearing from every quarter, the 
vast expioits in gluttony and revelling that have been celebrated 
to the glory of lus name. 

No sooner does a citizen signalize himself in a conspicuous 
manner in the service of his country, than all the gormandizers 
assemble and discharge the national debt of gratitude — ^by giving 
liim a dinner; — ^not that he really receives all the luxuries pro- 
vided on this occasion ; no, my Mend, it is ten chances to one 
that the great man does not taste a mors^ firom the table, and is, 
perhaps, five hundred miles distant; and, to let thee into a melan- 
chcdy fact, a patriot undw this economic govemm^it, may be often 
in want of a dinner, while dozens are devoured in his praise. 
Neither are tiiese repasts spread out for the hungry and necessitous^ 
who mig^t otherwise be filled with food and gladness, and 
inspired to shout forth the illustrious name, which had been the 
means of then* enjoyment; — &r firom thia^ Asem; it is the rich 
only who indulge in the banquet; — ^those who pay for the dain- 
ties are alone privileged to enjoy them ; so that, while opening 
their purses in honor of the patriot, they at the same time fulfil 
a great maxim, which in this country comprehends all the rules 
of prudence, and all the duties a man owes to himself; — ^namely, 
getting the worth of their money. 

In process of time this mode of testiQring public applause has 
been found so marveUously agreeable, that they extend it to 
events as well as charaoton^ and eat m triumph at the news of a 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



190 SALVAeCKDl; 

treaty, — at the anniverBary of any grand national era, or at the 
gaming of that splendid victory of the tongue — an election. — 
Nay, 80 fiur do they cany it, that oertafai days are set apart when 
the gimJerB, the gonnanduBera, and the wine bifobera meet 
together to celebrate a gmnd indigestion, in memoiy of some 
great event ; and every man in the z«il of patriotiflm gets devoutly 
drank — " as the act directs.'' — ^Then, my friend, mayest thou foe- 
hold the sublime spectacle of love of oountry^ elevating itself from 
a sentiment into an appetite, whetted to the quick with the 
cheering prospect of tables loaded with the fiit things of the 
land. On this occasion every man is anxious to fall to woric, 
cram himself in honor of the day, and rislc a surfeit in the 
glorious cause. Some, I have been told, actually fast for four 
and twenty hours preceding, that they may be enabled to do 
greater honor to the feast ; and, certainly, if eating and drinidng 
are patriotic rites, he who eats and drinks most, and proves him- 
self the greatest glutton, is, undoubtedly, the most distinguished 
patriot Such, at any rate, seems to be the opinion here ; and they 
act up to it so rigidly, that by the time it is dark, every kennel in 
the neighbortiood teems with illustrious members of the sovereign 
people, wallowing in their congenial element of mud and mtrei 

These patriotic feasts, or rattier national monumwts, are pa>> 
troniaed and promoted by certain inMor cadiS) called AiJ>ui- 
HEN, who are commonly complimented with tiieir directioD. 
These dignitaries^ as fiur as I can learn, are generalfy appomted 
on account of thehr great talents for eating, a qualification pecu- 
liariy necessary in the discharge of their official duties. They 
hold frequent meetings at taverns and hotels, where they enter 
into solemn consultations for the benefit of lobsters and turties ; 
^-establish wholesome regulations for the safety and preservaticm 
of fish and wild-fowl ; — appoint the seasonls most proper for eatmg 
oysters; — ^inquire into the economy of taverns, the characters of 
publicans, and the abilities of their cooks ; and discuss, most 
learnedly, the merits of a bowl of soup, a chidcen-pie, or a haunch 
of venison ; in a word, the aJdwman has absolute control in all 
matters of eating, and superintends the whole police — of the belly. 
Having, in the prosecution of thefar important office, signalised 
themselves at so many public festivals ; having gorged so often 
on patriotism and pudding, and entombed so many great names 
in their extensive maws, thou wilt easily conceive that they wax 
portly apace, tliat they fotten on the fiime of mighty men, and 
tliat their rotundity, like the rivers, the lakes, and the mountains 
of their country, must be on a great scale I Bven so, my friend ; 
and when I sometimes see a portly alderman puffing along, and 
swelling as if he had the world under his waistcoat, 1 cannot help 
looking upon him as a walking monument, and am often ready to 
exclaim, '' Tell me, thou mijeetie mortal, thou breathing cata- 
comb I to what illustrious <^araeter, what mighty events does 
tliat capacious carcass of thine bear testimony?" 
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fittt thoogh the enligfatened oitizenfl of this logocracy eat m 
honor oi their friends, yet they drink destruction to their ene- 
mies. Yea, Asem, woe unto those who are doomed to undergo 
the puhlic vengeance at a puUic dinner. No sooner are the 
Tiands removed, than they prepare for merciless and exterminat- 
ing hostOities. They drink the intoxicatmg juice of the grape, 
out of little gla.ss cups, and over each draught pronounce a short 
flentenoe or prayer; not such a prayer as t)iy virtuous heart 
would dictate, thy pious lips give utterance to» my good Asem ; 
not a tribute of-thanks to all-bountifhl Allah, nor a bumble sup- 
plication for his blessing on the draught ; no^ my friend, it is 
merely a toast^ that is to say, a fulsome tribute of flattery to their 
demagogues; a labored sally of affected sentiment or national 
egotism ; or, what is more despicable, a malediction on their ene- 
mies, an empty threat of vengeance, or a petitkm for their de- 
struction ; for toasts, thou must know, are another kind of missive 
weapon in a logocrscy, and are levelled from afiir, like the annoy- 
ing arrows of the Tartars. 

Oh, Asem I couldst thou bat witness one of these patriotic^ 
these monumental dinners ; how furiously the flame of pAtriotisro 
blazes forth; how suddenly they vanquish armies, subjugate 
whole countries, and exienninate nations in a bumper, tliou 
wouldst more than ever admire the force of that omnipotent wea- 
pon the tongue. At these moments every coward becomes a 
hero, every raffamuffin an invincible warrior ; and the most zeal- 
ous votaries of peace and quiet, forget, for awhile, their cherisiied 
maxims, and join in the jfVirious attadc. Toast succeeds toast; 
kings, emperors, bashaws, are like diaff before the tempest ; tlie 
inspired patriot vanquishes fleets with a single gunboat, and 
swallows down navies at a draughty until, overpowered with vio- 
tory and wine, he sinks upon the field of battle— dead drunk in 
his country's cause. Sword of the puissant Khalid ! what a dis- 
]^y of valor is herel^4he sons of Afric are hardy, brave, and 
enterprising, but they can achieve nothing like this. 

Happy would it be if this mania for toasting, extended no fur- 
ther than to the expression of national resentment Though we 
might smile at the impotent vaporing and windy hyperbole, by 
which it is distinguished, yet we would excuse it, as the un- 
guarded overflowings of a heart, glowing with national injuries, 
and indignant at the insults ofEared to its oountcy. But^ alas, my 
friend, private resentment, individual hatred, and the illiberal 
spirit of party, are let loose on these festive occasions. £ven the 
names of individuals, of unoffending fellow-citizens, are sometimes 
dragged forth to undergo the slanders and execrations of a dis- 
tempered herd oi revellers.* Head of Mahomet I how vindictive, 

NOTE BY WILLIAM WIZARD, SBQ. 

* It would seem that, in this sentence, the sase Mustapha had referenee 
to a patriotic dinner, celebrated last 4th dT Jnly, oy some gentlemen of Bal 
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how imatiabiy vindicthre, mast be llutt spirit wiuoh can drag the 
mantUi^ bowl with gall and bitterness^ and indulge an angrgr 
passion in the. moment of rejoicing t "Wine," says their poet, 
^* is like sonahine to the hearty which, nisl^ its generous infiu- 
enoe, expands with good will, and beoomes the vexy temple of 
pliilanthropy." Strange, that in a temple consecrated to such a 
divinity, there should remain a secret oomer, polluted by the 
lurkings of malioe and revenge, — fit^ange, that in the full flow of 
flocial enjoyment, these votaries of pleasure can turn aside to call 
down cunes on the head of a feUow-creature. Despicable soala 1 
ye are unworthy of being cittzena of this '' most enlightened coun- 
try under the sun:"— nrather herd with the murderous savages 
who prowl the mountains of Tibesti; who stain their midn^t 
orgies with the blood of the innocent wanderer, and drink their 
infernal potations from the skulls of the victims they have mas- 
sacred^ 

And yet, trust me, Asem, this spirit of vindictive cowardice is 
not owing to any inherent depravity of soul, for, on other occa- 
sions, I have bad ample proof that this nation is mild and merdful, 
brave and magnanimous; neither is it owing to any defect in 
their poUtical or r^igious precepts. The principles inculcated by 
their rulers, on all occasions, breathe a spirit of universal philan- 
thropy; and as to their religion, much as I am devoted to the 
Koran of our divine prophet, still I cannot but acknowledge with 
admiration the mild foii)earance, the amiable benevolence, the 
sublime morality bequeathed them hv the founder of their fiuth. 
Thou rememberest the doctrines of the . mild Nazarine, who 
preached peace and good will to all mankind; who, when he was 
reviled, reviled not again ; v^o blessed those who cursed him, 
and prayed for those who des^utefully used and persecuted him 1 
What, then, can give rise to this uncharitable, this inhuman cus- 
tom among the disciples of a master so gentle and forgiving? It 
is that fieml poLincs, Asem — iha/t bane&l fiend, whi<£ bewilder- 
eth every brain, nod poisons every social feeling; whidi intrudes 
itself at the festive banquet, and, like the detestable harpy, pot 
lutes the very viands of the table; which contaminates the 
refreshing draught while it is inhaled ; which prompts the cow- 
ardly assassin to launch his poisoned arrows fit>m behind the 
social board: and which renders the bottle, that boasted pro- 
moter of good foUowship and lalarity, an infernal engine^ charged 
with dirsRil combustion. 

timore, when tkmr righteously dnnk perdition to «n unoffending Indlri- 
dnal, and really thoagM **tliey had done the ftate some serylee.** This 
amiable castom of ** eating ana drinking damnation" to others, is not con- 
fined to any party :-~for a month or two after the 4th of July, the dilFerent 
newspapers file olT their columns of patriotie toasts against each other, and 
take a pride in showing how brilliantly their partisans can blackguard pnb- 
lic charaeters ta their cttpa— "* they do but j«et-«poid«on in jest," aa Hawltti 
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Oh, AflemI Aflem ! how does my heart ridcen when I oontem- 
l^aAe these oowardly barbarities ? let me, therefore, if possible^ 
withdraw my attentioiL ftom them fat erer. Kf feelings haye 
borne me from my sabjeet ; and firmn the monuments of ancient 
greatness, I have wandered to those of modem degradation. My 
warmest wishes remain with thee, thou most illustrious of dare- 
drivers ; mayest thou erer be sensible of the mercies of our great 
iMToph^ wha in oompassion to human imbedlify, haa prohibited 
his disciples iiom the use of the deluding beverage of the grape; 
that enemy to reascm— that promoter of de&mation— that auzi- 
littryofPOUlTOB. 

Bverthine^ 

MUBTAFHA. 

13 
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No. XVIL— WEDNESDAY, NOV. 11, 1807. 
AUTUMNAL KEFLKCTIONa 

BY LAUNCSLOT LAJfrGSTAlT, ESQ. 

'Wsoor a man is quietly journeying downwards into the valley 
of the shadow of departed youth, and begins to oontemplate in a 
shortened perspectiye, the end of his pilgrimage, he becomes more 
solicitous than ever that the remainder of his wayfaring should be 
smooth and pleasant ; and the evening of his life, like the even- 
ing of a summer's day, fade away in mild uninterrupted serenity. 
If haply his heart has escaped uninjured through the dangers of 
a seductive world, it may then administer to the purest of his 
felicities, and its chords vibrate more musically for die trials they 
have sustained; — ^like the viol which yi^ds a melody sweet in 
proportion to its age. 

To a mind thus temperately harmonized, thus matured and 
mellowed by a long lapse of jeen, there is something truly con- 
genial in the quiet enjoyment of our early autumn, amid the tran- 
quillities of the country. There is a sober and (fastened air of 
gayety diffused over the face of nature, peculiarly interesting to 
an old man; and when he views the surrounding landscape 
withering under his eye, it seems as if he and nature were taking 
a last iareweU of each other, and parting with a melancholy smile ; 
like a couple of old friends, who having sported away the spring 
and summer of life together, part at the approach of winter with 
a kind of prophetic fear that they are never to meet again. 

It is either my good fortune, or mishap, to be keenly susoepti* 
ble to the influence of the atmosphere ; and I can feel in the 
morning, before I open my window, whether the wind is easterly. 
It will not therefore, I presume, be considered an extravagant 
instance of vain glory when I assert, that there are few men who 
can discriminate more accurately in the different varieties of 
damps, fogs, Scotch mists, and north-east storms, than myself. 
To the great discredit of my philosophy I confess, I seldom fail 
to anathematise and excommunicate the weather, when it sports 
too rudely with my sensitive system ; but then I always endeavor 
to atone therefor, by eulog^ing it when deserving of approba< 
tion. And as roost of my readers — simple folks I make but one 
distinction, to wit, rain and sunshine ; living in most honest igno- 
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ranoe olt tlie varioos nice shades which distinguish one fine day 
from another, I take the trouble^ from time to time, of letting 
them into some of the secrets of nature ; so will they be the better 
enabled to eiqoy her beauties, with the eest of connoisseurs, and 
derive at least as much infomation from mj pages as from tha 
weather-wise lore of the almanac. 

ICuch of my recreation, since I retreated to the Hall, has con* 
sisted in maldng little excursions through the neighborhood; 
which abounds in the yariety of wild, romantic, and luxuriant 
landscape that generally characteriaes the scenery in the yicinity 
of our rivers. There is not an eminence within a circuit of many 
miles but commands an extensive range of diversifled and en* 
chanting prospect 

Often have I rambled to the summit of some fiivorite hill; and 
thence, with feelings sweetly tranquil, as the lucid expanse of the 
heavens that canopied me^ have noted the dow and almost 
imperceptible changes that mark the waning year. There are 
many features pecuhar to our autumn, and which give it an indi- 
vidual character. The "green and yellow melan<£oly" that firrt 
steals over the landscape ;^-the mild and steady serenity of the 
weather, and the transparent purity of the atmoqihere spieak, not 
merdy to the q^nses, but the heart ;— 4t is the season of liberal 
emotions.— -To this succeeds fantastic gayety, a motley dres% 
which the woods assume, where green and yellow, orange, pitf- 
ple, crimson, and scarlet, are whimsically blended toge£er. — A. 
sickly splendor this!— like the wild and broken-heurted gayety^ 
that sometimes precedes dissolution ;— or that childish spcnrtive- 
ness of superannuated age, proceeding, not from a vigorous flow 
of animal spirits, but from the decay and imbecility of the mind. 
We might, perhaps, be deceived by this gaudy garb of nature, 
were it not R>r the rustling of the fiUling lea£, which, breaking on 
the stillneas of the scene, seems to announce, in prophetic whis- 
pers, the dreary winter that is approaching. When I have some- 
times seen a thrifty young oak changing its hue of sturdy vigor 
for a bright, but transient, glow of red, it lias recalled to my mind 
the treacherous bloom that once mantled the cheek of a friend 
who is now no more ; and which, while it seemed to promise a 
long life of Jocund spirits, was the sure precursor of premature 
decay. In a little while, and this ostentatious foliage disappears; 
the dose of autumn leaves but one wide expanse of dusky brown; 
save where some rivulet steals along, bordered with little strips 
of green grass ; — the woodland echoes no more to the carols of 
the feathered tribes that sported in the leafy oovert, and its soli- 
tude and silence is uninterrupted, except by the plaintive whistle 
of the quail, the barking of the squirrel, or the still more melan- 
choly wintry wind, which, rushing and swelling through the hol- 
lows of the mountains, sighs through the leafless branches of the 
^^rove, and seems to mourn the desolation of the year. 

To one who, like myself, is fond of drawing oompanaons be- 
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Unm fh^ dUfevenl dlTiafolui of li^ and tboee of tlie BHiMfl» 
Ibere wffl i^pear a Btrikinf analogy, which oonnects the feelmgn 
of the aged With the deeline of the year. Often as I contemplate 
the toM, vmifohn, and genial histre with which the s^ cheers 
and hiTigofatea tia hi the monUi of October, and the almost Imp^^ 
eeptible hase which, without obscuring, tempera all the ai9)eritiefl 
of the kuidscape^ and giree to e^ery ol^ect a charaeta* of stillnesB 
and lepoea, I camiot help compeiteff it with that portion of exists 
OBoe, when the spring of youUiftil hope^ and the summer of the 
MsioDS having gone by, reason assumes an nnditpnled sway, and 
ligfats OB on with bright^ but ondazsliBg lustre, adown the h31 of 
life. There is a full and mature hixurianee in the fields that fills 
the bosom with generous and disinterested content It is not the 
HMmghtlesB eztravaganee of spring, prodigal onfy in blossoms, nor 
the languid voluptttousneBs of summer, (bverifdi in its enjoyments, 
and teeming on^ with immature abundance; — ^it is that certain 
fruition of the labors of the past — ^tbat prospect of comfortable 
Nalities, which those will be sure to enjoy who have improyed 
the bounteous smiles of heaven, nor wasted away their spring and 
•ummer in empty trifling or criminal indulgence. 

Gousm Pindar, who is my constant companion in these expe- 
ditions, and who still possesses much of the fire and energy of 
youthfai sentimmt, and a buxom hilarity of the spirits, often, 
indeed, draws me firom these half-melancholy reveries, and makes 
me M young again by the enthusiasm with which he contem* 
plates, and the animation with which he euloffixes the beauties of 
nature di^layed befbre him. His enthusiastic dSiqpoaitiou never 
allows him to enjoy things by halves, and his feelings are con- 
tteually breaking out in notes of admiration and ejaculatkms that 
•ober reason might periiaps deem extravagant: But fbr my part^ 
when I see a hiJe, hearty old man, who luus jostled through the 
rough path of the world, without having worn away the fine 
edges of his feelings, or blunted his sensibility to natural and 
moral beauty, I compare him to the evergreen of the forest^ 
whose ooiors, histead of fading at the approach of whiter, seem to 
assume additk>nal lustre, when oontrasted with the surroundmg 

desolation ; raoh a man is ray fifend Pindar; — yet sometimes, 

and paitlculariy at the approadii of evening, even he will fall hi 
with my humor ; but he soon recovers his natural tone of spirits; 
and, moui^i^ on the elasticity of his nrind, like 0anymede on 
the eagle\i wing, he aoam to the ethereal regions of sunidiine and 
fimcy. 

One afternoon we had stndled to the top of a high hill in tiie 
neighbortiood of the BaO, whidi commands an almost boundless 
prospect; and as the shadows began to lengthen around us, and 
the distant mountains to &de into mist, my cousin was smaed 
with a moraliimg fit " It seems to me," said he, laymg his hand 
hghtly on my shoulder, « that there is just at this season, and this 
«Mir, a empathy between us and the world we are now contem 
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the shadows of the Ofyenlag day hare given phioe to those of its 
(dose; and the only diflferonoe is, that in the morning they were 
before us, now thef ara Mimd; and that the first vanished in 
the splendors of noonday, the latter wiU be lost in the oblivion 
of night;— KHir 'May «f ILfe,^ my dear Laonce, has ibr ever fled ; 
o»r summer is over and gone:— 4}ut," omtinQed he^ suddenly 
recovering himself and slapping me gaily on ^e shoulder-- 
*^but why should we repine? — ^vHiat? tibou^ the capridous 
zephyrs of sprii^if, the heats and hwricanes of summer, have given 
plaoe to the sober sunshine of autumn! and though the woods 
begin to assume the dappled livery of decay ! yet tiie prevailing 
color is still gr o on- ga y, sprightly green. 

'^Let us then eoinfbrt ourselves with tUs reileetion; that 
though the shades of tiie mmning have given plaoe to those of 
the evening>«-<tiiough the spring is past, the summer over, and the 
autumn oonii&-«««tUl you aii^ I go on our way rejoicing, and while, 
like the lofty mountains of our southern America, our heads are 
covered w^ snow, still, like them^ we feel the genial warmth of 
spring and sommer playing i^Km our bosoms." 



BY LAUNCKLOT LANGSTAFF, ESQ. 

« 

Iv the description which I gave some time since, of Cockloft-haU, 
I totally forgot to make honorable mention of the libraiy ; which 
I confess was a most hiexcusable oversight ; for in truth it would 
bear a comparison, m point of usefulness and eooentridly, with 
the motley collection of the renowned hero of La Mancha. 

It was chiefly gathered together by my grandfather ; who 
spared neither pains nor expense to procure specimens of the 
oldest, most quaint, and insuiferable books in the whole compass 
of Engli^ Scotch, and Irish literature. There is a tradition in 
the family that the old gentleman once gave a grand entertainment 
in consequence of having got possession of a copy of a philippic^ 
by arcbbi^op Ansehn, against the unseemly luxury of long toed 
shoes, as worn by the courtiers in the time of William Bufus ; 
which he purchased of an honest bride-maker in the neighborhood, 
for a little less than forty limes its value. He had undoubtedly a 
singular reverence for old authors, and his highest eulogium on 
his libraiy was, that it consisted of books not to be met with in 
any other colled;ion ; and as the phrase is, entirely out of pnnt 
The reason of which was, I suppose, that they were not worthy 
of being reprinted. 

Cousin Christopher preserves these n^ea with great care, and 
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has added oondderably to the ooUeetioii; Ibr whli t^ hall he has 
inherited almost all the whim-whams of its former possessor. He 
cherishes a reverential regard for ponderous knnea of Greek and 
Latin ; though he knows about as mach of these languages, as a 
young bachelor of arts does a year or two after leaving ooUege. 
A worm-eaten work in eight or ten volumes he compares to an 
old flunily, more respectable for its antiquity than its splendor ; — 
a lumbering folio he considers as a duke ; — a sturdy quarto, as an 
earl ,• and a row of gilded duodedmos, as so many gallant knights 
of the garter. But as to modem works of literature, they are 
thrust into trunks and drawers, as intruding upstarts, and regarded 
iiath as much contempt as mushroom nobility in England ; who, 
having risen to grandeur, merely by their talents and services, are 
regarded as utterly unworthy to mingle thehr blood with those 
noble currents that can be traced without a smgle contaminatioa 
through a long line c£, perhaps, useless and profligate ancestors, 
up to William the bastard's cook, or butler, or groom, or some on« 
of Hollo's freebooters. 

Will Wizard, whose studies are of a most uncommon oomidex- 
ion, takes great delight in ransackmg the hbraiy ; and has been, 
during his late scy'oumings at the hiSl, very constant and devout 
inliis visits to this receptacle of obsolete learning. He seemed 
particularly tickled with the contents of the great mahogany chest 
of drawers mentioned in the begrhming of t£js work. This vene* 
rable piece of architecture has fit)wned in suHen m^esty, from a 
comer of the library, time out of mind ; and is filled with mus^ 
manuscripts, some in my grandfhther's hand-writing^ and othen 
evidently written long before his day. 

It was a sight, worthy of a man's seeing, to behold Will with 
his outlandish phiz poring over old scrawfi that would puzzle a 
whole society of antiquarians to expound, and diving into recep- 
tacles of tnmipery, which for a century pest, had been undisturb- 
ed by mortal hand. He would sit for whole hours, with a 
phlegmatic patience unknown ui these degenerate days, except, 
peradventure, among the High Butch commentators, prying into 
the quaint obscurity of musty parchments, until his whole face 
seemed to be converted into a folio leaf of black letter ; and occap 
sionally, when the whimsical meaning of an obscure passage 
flashed on his mind, his countenance would curl up into an 
expression of gothic risibility, not unlike the physiognomy of a 
cabbage leaf wilting before a hot fire. 

At such times there was no getting Will to join m our walks; 
or take any part in our usual recreations: he hardly gave ns an 
oriental tale in a week, and would smoke so inveterately that no 
one else dared enter the library under pain of sufibcation. This 
was more especially the case when he encountered any knotty 
piece of writing ; and he honestly confessed to me that one worm- 
eaten manuscript, written in a pestilent crabbed hand, had cost 
him a box of the best Spanish segars before he could make it 
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out ; and after aM, it was not worth a tobacoo-stalk. Such is the 
turn of my knowing associate ;— only let him get &irly in the 
frack of any odd out-of-the-way whim-wham, and away he goes, 
whip and cut, until he ei^w runs down his game, cmt runs him- 
self out of hreath ;— -I never in my life met with a man who rode 
his hobby horse more mtolerably hard than Wizard. 

One of his &yorite occupations for some time past, has been 
the hunting of black letter, which he holds in high regard ; and 
he often hints, that learning has been on the decline ever since 
the introduction of the Roman alphabet An old book printed 
three hundred years ago, is a treasure ; and a ragged scroll, about 
one half unintelligible, fills him with rapture. Oh ! with what 
enthusiasm will he dwell on the disooyery of the Pandects of 
Justinian, and Liyy's history: and when he relates the pious 
exertions of the Medici, in recovering the lost treasures of Greek 
and Roman literature, his eye brightens, and his &ce assumes all 
the splendor of an illuminated manuscript 

Will had vegetated for a considerable time in perfect tranquillity 
among dust and cobwebs, when one morning as we were gathered 
on the piazza, listening with exemplary patience to one of cousin 
Christopher's long stories about the revolutionary war, we were 
suddenly electrified by an explosion of laughter from the library. 
My readers, unless peradventure they have heard honest Will 
laugh, can form no idea of the prodigious uproar he makes. To 
hear him in a forest, you would imagine, that is to say if you were 
classical enough, that the satyrs and the dryads had just disco- 
vered a pair of rural lovers in the shade, and were deriding, with 
bursts of obstreperous laughter, the bli^es of the nymph and the 
indignation of the swain ; — or if it were suddenly, as in the pre- 
sent instance, to break upon the serene and pensive silence of an 
autumnal morning, it would cause a s^isation something like that 
which arises £rom hearing a sudden dap of thunder in a summer's 
day, when not a cloud is to be seen above the horizon. In short, 
I recommend Will's laugh as a sovereign remedy for the spleen : 
and if any of our readers are troubled with that villanous com- 
^aint, — which can hardly be, if they make good use of our 
works, — ^I advise them earnestly to get introduced to him forth- 
with. 

This outrageous merriment of Will's, as may be easily sup- 
posed, threw the whole fiunily into a violent fit of wondering; 
we all, with the exception of Christopher, who took the interrupt 
tion in high dudgeon, sflently stole up to the library ; and bolting in 
upon him, were &in at the first glance to join m his aspiring roar. 
His &oe, — ^but I despair to give an idea of his appearance I — ^and 
until his portrait, which is now in the hands of an eminent artist^ 
is engraved, my readers must be content: — I promise them they 
shall one day or other have a striking likeness of Will's in- 
describable phiz, in all its native comeliness. 

Upon my inquiring the occasion of his mirth, he thrast an old 
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ragfy, masty, and dxuty tnamueript into my liana, of wImcIi I 
oonld not decypher one word out tjf ten, iivitLoul more titrable 
than it was worth. Thia tadc, however, he kindly took off my 
hands ; and, in fittle move than eight and forty hours, produced a 
timndotion into fiiir Roman letters; though he assmed me it had 
lost a vast deal of its humor by being modernized and degraded 
into plain English. In retorn fer the great puns he had taken, I 
ooold not do less thaa insert it in our woik. Wifl inJbrms me 
that it is but one sheet of a stupendous bundle windi stUl remahis 
uainTestigated;^-who was tite author we have not yet disco- 
vered ; but a note on the back, hi my grand&ther's hand^writing, 
informs us that it was presented to him as a literaiy curioeity by 
his partioalar Mend, the ShietriOQs Rip Yak Dax, formerly lieu- 
teoant-goveRior of the ec^i^ <^ Nxw AvfiiXBDAH ; and whose 
fiime^ if it haa never reached fiiese latlerdays, it was only because 
he waa too modeat a man ever to do ai^ything worlby of being 
particularly recorded. 



CHAP. CSX.'-OJf THS CHROKICLES OF THE RBKOHTKSD 
AND AKTIKNT CVn OF <M)THAIC. 

Bow OoUuun eij^ eonqaend wtM, 

And how the MEu tamed iqpoa PoeSMe. lox. nsw 

Aumnr, much about this time it did fiiH out that the thrice re- 
nowned and delectable dty of Gotsah did si^er great discom- 
flture, and was reduced to perilous extremity, by the invasion 
and assaults of the Hoppikgtots. These are a people inhabitiBg 
a far distsnt eountry, exeeedingly pleasaunte and feit&e ; but they 
being withal egregiouely addicted to migratkms, do thence issue 
forth ki mighty swarms, like the Scythians of old, overrunning 
divers countries, and commonwealths, and committing great 
devastations wheresoever they do go, by their horrible and dread- 
ful feats and prowesses. They are specially noted for beuig right 
valorous in all ezerciseB of the leg; and of them it hath been 
rightly affirmed that no nation in all Christendom oe elsewhere, 
can oope witli them in the adroit^ dexterous, and jocimd shaking 
of the heel 

This engaging excellenoe doth stand unto them a sovereign 
recommendation, by the which they do insinuate themselves into 
universal favor and good countenance; and it is a notable &ct, 
that, let a Hopphigtot but once Introduce a foot into company, and 
it goeth hardly if he doth not contrive to flourish his whole bcniy 
in theraafter. The learned Lihkum Fidelias^ in his fisimous md 
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miheord of tra«tlie en man, wbom he definetf^ with «x)eeeding 
aagadlyi to be a oom-ciittiiig, tootb-drawing animal, is pardcular- 

17 minute and elabcrate in traating of the nation of the Ho{^g» 
totfli, and betrays a little of tiie Pythagorean in his lliecMy, inaa- 
mtieh aa he aocounteth for their b^ng so wonderoosly adroit in 
pedestrian ezeroisea, by sapposing tfaait they did originally acquire 
this imaeooontable and unparalleled aptitude for huge and un- 
matchable feats of the leg, by having heretofore been ooodemned 
ioit their numerous offences against that harmless race of bipeds, 
— ^r quadrupeds,— for herein the sage Linkum iidelins appeareth 
to doubt and warer exoeeding^, the frogi^ to animate tiieur bodies 
for the space of one or two generatioiM. 

He abo giveth it as his opiniop, that the name of Hc^ptegtota 

18 manifestly derivative fix>m this transmigration. Be this, how- 
ever, m it may, Uie matter, albdt it hath been the subjeot of con- 
tpoversy among the learned, is but little pertinent te tl^ subject^ 
this hiatoiy ; wherefore shall we treat and eonsider it as naughte. 

Now these people being thereto impelled by a superfluity of 
appetite, and a plentifhl deficiency of the wherewittuJ to satis^ 
the same, did take thought that the antieat and venerable city of 
Gotham, was, peradventure, possessed of migh^ treasures, and 
did, moreover, abound with all manner of fish and flesh, and eata- 
bles and drinkables, and such l&e ddigfatsome and wiM^esome 
ezoelleneies withaL Whereupon ealhng a ooundl of the most 
active heeled warrior^ they did resolve forthwith to put forth a 
migbtj wn^, make themselves masten of the same, and revc4 hi 
the good tlmtgs of the Und. To this were they hotly stirred up, 
and wickedly incited, by two ledoubtal^ and renowned warrion, 
hight vatOJJWS and BiOADOQir; ydeped In such sort, by reason 
that they were two mighty, valiant, and invincible little men; 
otteriy fiunotts for the viotonea of the leg which they had, on 
divers illustrious occaskms, ri^t gallantly achieved. 

These douff^hty chara{Mon8 dkl ambitiously and widredly inflame 
the minds oftheir oountrymen, with gorgeous descriptions, in the 
which they did cunningUe set forth the marvellous riches and 
luxuries of Gkiham; where Hoppingtots might have garments 
for their bodies, shirts to their ruffles, and might riot most merrily 
every day in the week on bee^ pudding, and such Bke lusty 
daintiea.-*They, Pirouet and Bigadoon, did likewise hold out hopes 
of an easy conquest ; foraamucb as the Grothamites were as yet 
but little versed in the mystery and science of handling ih» legs; 
and beings moreover, like unto that notable bully of antiquity, 
Achilles, most vulnerable to all attacks on tiie heel, would doubt- 
loss surrender at the very first a8sault.-<*'Whereupon, on the 
hearing of this inspiriting counsel, the Hoppingtots did set up a 
prodigious great isrj of joy, shook their heeki in triumph, and 
were aU impatienoe to danee on to Grotliam and take it by 
storm. 

The cunmug Pirouet* and the aroh oaitift Bigadoon, knew foil 
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wen how to profit of this enthusiasm. Thef forthwith did order 
every man to arm himself with a certain pestil^it little weapon, 
called a fiddle; — ^to pack up in his knapsack a pair of silk 
breeches, the like of ruffles^ a cocked hat of the form of a half- 
moon, a bundle of catgut— and inasmuch as in marching to 
Gotham, the armjr might peradventure be smitten with scarcity 
of proyi^ODS, they did account it proper that each man should 
take especial care to carry with him a bunch of right merchanta- 
ble onions. Having proclaimed these orders by sound of fiddle, 
they, Pirouet and Bigadoon, did accordingly put their army be- 
hind them, and striking up the right jolly and sprightful tune of 
Ca IrOf away they idl capered towards the devoted city of 
€k>thaffl, with a most burrible and appalling chattering of 
voices. 

Of their first appearance before the beleaguered town, and of the 
various difficulties which did encounter them in their march, this 
history saith not; being that other matters of more weighty 
import require to be written. When that the army of the 
Hoppingtots did peregrinate within sight of Gotham, and the 
people df the city did behold the viUanous and hitherto unseen 
capers, and grimaoei^ which they did make, a most hcxrific panic 
was stirred up among the dtueens ; and the sages of the town 
fell into great despondency and tribulation, as supposing that 
these invaders were of the race of the Jig-hees, who did make 
men into babo<»is when they achieved a conquest over them. 
The sages, therefore, called upon all the dancing men, and dan- 
cing women, and exhorted them with great vehemency of speedi, 
to make heel against the invaders, and to put themselves upon 
such gallant defence, such glorious array, and such sturdy evolu- 
tion, Novation, and transpositk>n of the foot as might incontinently 
impester the legs of the Hoppingtots, and produce their complete 
discomfiture. But so it did happen, by great mischance, that di- 
vers light-heeled youth of Gk>tham, more especially those who 
are descended from three wise men, so renowned of yore for 
having most venturesomely voyaged over sea in a bowl, were, 
fi>om time to time, captured and inveigled into the camp of the 
enemy ; where, being foolishly cajoled and treated for a season 
with outlandish disports and pleasantries, they were sent back 
to their friends, entirely changed, degenerated, and turned txajpey- 
turvy; insomuch that they thought thenceforth of nothing but 
their heels, always essaying to thrust them into the most mani- 
fest point of view ; — and, in a word, as might truly be affirmed, 
did for ever after walk upon their heads outright 

And the Hoppingtots did day by day, and at late hours of the 
night, wax more and more urgent in this their investment of the 
city. At one time they woidd, in goodly procession, make an 
open assault by sound of fiddle in a tremendous oontra-danoe ; — 
and anon they would advance by little detachments and manoeu- 
rres to take the town by figuring in cotillons. But truly their 
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moflt canning^ and devilirii oraft, and subtilty, was made manifest 
in their strenuons endeaTors to oorrapt the garrison^ by a most in- 
sidious and pestQent danoe called the Waltz. This, in good truth, 
was a potent auxiliarj ; for, bj it, were the heads of the simple 
GothamiVes most yillanously tamed, th^ wits sent a wool- 
gotherii^, and themselYOs on the point of surrendering at discre- 
tion even unto the rery arms of tiieir invadinjg foemen. 

At length the fortifications of the town be^ui to give manifest 
symptoms of decay ; inasmuch as the breastwork of decency waa 
considerably broken down, and the curtain works of propriety 
blown up. When that the cunnmg caitiff Pvouet beheld the 
ticklish and jeopardised state of the city — " Now, by my leg," 
quoth he, — ^he always swore by his leg, being that it was an ex- 
ceedingly goodlie leg:— "Now, by my leg," quoth he, "but this 
is no great matter or recreation ; — ^I will show these people a 
pretty, strange, and new way forsooth, presentlie^ and ynXl shake 
the dust off my pumps upon this most obstinate and unciyilized 
town." Whereuppn he ordered, and did command his warriore, 
one and all, that they should put themsdiyes in readiness, and 
prepare to carry the town by a GKAim ball. They, in no wise to 
be daunted, do forthwith, at the word, equip themselves for the 
assault ; and in good &ith, truly, it was a gracious and glorious 
sight, a most triumphant and incomparable spectade, to behold 
them gallantly arrayed in glossy and shining silk breeches tied 
with abundance of riband ; with mlken hose c^the gorgeous color 
of the salfaion; — right goodlie morocco pumps, decorated with 
clasps or buckles of a most cunninge and secret contrivance, inas- 
much as they did of themselves grapple to the shoe without any 
aid of fluke or tongue, marvellously ensembling witchcraft and 
necromancy. They had, withal, exuberant chitterlings; which 
puffed out at the neck and bosom, after a most jolly Cushion, like 
unto the" beard of an antient he-turkey ;— and codced hats, the 
which they did cairy not on their headS) after the fashion of the 
Oothamites, but under their aims, as a roasted fowl his gizzard. 

Thus being equipped, and marshalled, they do attack, assault, 
batter, and belabor the town with might and main; — ^most 
gallantly displaying the vigor of their legs, and shaking their 
heels at it most emphatically. And the manner of their attack 
was in this sort ; — ^flrst, they did thunder and gallop forward in a 
cofUre temps ;-^-and anon, displayed column in a Cossack dance, a 
landango, or a gavot Whereat the Gothamites, in no wise 
understanding this unknown system of warfiune, marvelled 
exceedinglie, and did op^i their months incontinently, the fbll 
distance of a bow-shot, meaning a cross-bow, in sore dismay and 
apprehension. Whereupon, saith Rigadoon, flourishing his left 
leg with great expression of valor, and most magniflc carriage— 
" my copesmates, for what wait we here ; are not the townsmen 
already won to our favor ?— do not their women and young 
damaela wave to us flrom the walls in fidi sort that^ albeit there 
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k iome Aom of defimo^ 7«t is ll i—atlMfldr e on yw tod into oar 
interestBr ao Mjing, be made wo nwra ado^ bnl leaping into the 
air aboat a fligiit^ot^ and oroouig h» feet six tiaaei^ after the 
manner of (he Hoppingtoti, he gare a riicfft partaridge-nm, and 
with migfatj vigor and BwiAneae did bolt oatri^ over the walls 
with a eomeiset The whole snnj of Hopi^ngtolB danced in 
after their Tiliant chieftain^ with SB eaonnoos sqneaking of flddlesi 
and a honific blastmg and farattKng of boms; insonach that the 
dogs did howl in the streets, so hidhwaa^ were their ears assailed. 
The Ctothamitss made some sesciblaiioe of delenee, but their 
women baring been all w<m orer into the interest of the enem^, 
they^ were sbxtly rednoed to make most al^ject submiaBion ; and 
deliTered over to the ooeieion of oerts&a professors of the Hop- 
pingtota^ who did pat them under most ignoounious duranoep lor 
the space of a kng tims^ until ihej had learned to turn out Uidr 
toest and flourish their 1^ after the manner of their oonqueronL 
And thus, sfter the msnner I hare related, was the mighty and 
puisHUit dtf of Gotham dronmrented, and taken by a cotip de 
jyicd; w as it mig^t be rendered, bj fofce of legs. 

The oonqueiotB showed no mercj, but did put all agei^ sexee^ 
sad condition^ to the flddle and the dance; and, in a word, 
compelled and enlbroed them to become absolute Hoppmgtots. 
"Habit," as the ingenious Linknm fldelius profoundly affiimeth, 
" is seeond nature." jbid this or^^inal siid mralusble obserration 
hath been most aptly prared, and illustrated, by the example of 
the Qofthamites, erer since this disastrous and unlucky mischance, 
la process of time^ thoy hare waxed to be most flagrant, out- 
rageous, and abandoned dancers; they do ponder on noughto but 
how to gallantize it at balls, routs, and fimdangoes; insomuch that 
the like was in no time or place erer obserred beforew They do 
moreover, pitifully devote their nights to the jollification of the 
legs, and their <kiys forsooth to &e instruction and edlficatioQ 
of the heel And to conclude ; their young folk, who whilome 
did bestow a modionm of leisure upon the improvement of the 
head, have of late uttoiiy abandoned this hopeftd task; end have 
quietly, as it were, settled themselves down into mere madiines, 
wound up by a tune^ and set in motkm by a fiddlestickl 
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NO. XVIIL— TUESDAY, NOV. 24, 1807. 

THE LITTXK MAlflf IN BU.OK. 

BT LuLUVCBLOT I.AH€»TAfF, I8Q. 

The foUowing story hai been handed down by fiuallj tnditioii 
for more than a oeattuy. It id one on which my ooudn Ohristo* 
pher dwells with more than usual prolixity; and, being in some 
meaaore connected with a personage often quoted in our work, I 
have thought it worthy of being laid befwe my readem 

Soon after my grandfiither, Ur. Lemuel Gocddoft, had quietly 
settled himself at the hall, sod just about the time tliat th« 
gossips of the neighborhoodf tired of prying into his aflairB, were 
anxious for some new tea-tdlile topic, the boi^ community of our 
little village was thrown into a grand tnnnail of curiosity and 
conjecture; a situation very common to tittle gossiping villages, 
fay the sudden and Unaccountable appearance of a mysterious 
individuaL 

The object of this solkntude wa« a Uttie bladc4ooldng man, of 
a foreign aspect, who took possession of aa (dd build£g, which 
having long had the r^utaaon of being haunted, was in a state 
of rumona desolation, and an object of fear to all true believers in 
ghosts. He usually wore a hi^ sugar-loaf hat with a narrow 
brim; and a little blade cloak, Which, short as he wae^ scarcely 
reached below his knees. He sought no intimacy (a acquaint- 
ance with any one; appeared to take no interests In tiie pleasures 
or ^e little brc^ of ike village; nor ever talked; exo^ some- 
times to himself in an outlan&h tongue. He oommonly carried 
a huge book, coveMd with sheepskin, under his arm; appeared 
alwajrs to be lost m meditation; and was often met by tiie pea- 
santry sometimes watchmg the dawning of day, sometimes aft 
noon seated under a tree poring over his volume ; and sometimes 
at evening gaong with a lock of sober tranquillity ai the sun aa 
it gradually sunk below the horizon. 

The good people of the vicinity beheld something piodigkrasly 
singular in all this;— a profound mystery seemed to hang about 
the stranger whi(^ with all their aagadf^, they could not nena- 
trate; and in the excess of worldly ehsrity they pronoonced it a 
aore sign "that he was no better than he should bo; "— « phrsaa 
innooont aofl^ in itself: but whidi, aa applied in oooDiaon, sig^ 
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nifies ncftoly eveiy thing that is bad. The young people thoagfii 
him a gloomy misanthrope, because he never joined in their 
sports; — ^the old men thought still more hardly of him because 
he followed no trade, nor eyer seemed ambitious of earning a 
jtarthing; — ^and as to the old gpossips, bafSed by the inflexiUe taei- 
tumity of the stranger, they unanimously decreed that a man 
who could not or would not talk was no better than a dumb beast 
The little man in black, careless of their opinions, seemed resolved 
to maintam the liberty of keeping his own secret; and the conse- 
quence was, that, in a little while, the whole village was in an 
uproar; — for in little communities of this description, the mem- 
bers have always the privilege of being thoroughly versed, and 
even of meddling in all the affairs of each other. 

A confidential conference was held one Sunday morning after 
a^mon, at the door of the village church, and tiie character of the 
unknown fully investigated. The schoolmaster gave as his 
opinion, that he was the wandering Jew ; the sexton was oertain 
that he must be a free-mason from his silence; — a third main- 
tained, with great obstinacy, that he was a high German doctor ; 
and that the book which he carried about with him, contained 
the secrets of the blade art; but the most prevailing (pinion 
seemed to be that he was a witch ; — a race of beings at that time 
abounding in those parts; and a sagacious old matron, from 
Connecticut, proposed to ascertain the fitct by souang him into a 
kettle of hot water. 

Suspicion, when once afloat, goes with wind and tide, and soon 
becomes certainty. Many a stormy night was the little man in 
black seen by the flashes of lightning, frisking and curvetmg in 
the air upon a broomstick ; and it was always observed, that at 
those times the storm did more mischief than at any other. The 
old lady in particular, who suggested the humane ordeal of the 
boiling kettle, lost on one of these occamons a fine brindle cow; 
which accident was entirely ascribed to the vengeance of the little 
man in black. If ever a mischievous hireling rode his master's 
favorite horse to a distant frolio, and the animal was observed to 
be lame and jaded in the momix^, — ^the little man in black was 
sure to be at the bottom of the affair ; nor oould a high wind 
howl through the village at night but the old women shrugged 
up their shoulders, and observ^ ^ the little man in black was in 
his tatUrums.^^ In short, he became the bugbear of every house ; 
and was as effectual in frightening little children into obedience 
and hysterics, as the redofubtable Raw-head-and-bloody-bones 
himself; nor could a housewife of the village sleep in peace, 
«zoept under the gnardiani^p of a horseshoe nailed to the doot. 

The object of these direfiil suspicions remained for some time 
totally ignorant of the wonderM quan<^tfy he had occasioned; 
but he was soon doomed to feel its ^ect& An individual who is 
onoe so unfortunate as to incur the odium of a villageL is in a 
gTBat measure outlawed and prawvibed; and l^eoomes 4 maik lor 
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iiy my and insult ; particulttrlj if he has not the power or the dis- 
position to recriminate. The little venomous passions, which in 
the great world are dissipated and weakened bj being widely 
diffused, act in the narrow limits of a country town with collected . 
vigor, and become ranoorous in proportion as they are confined in 
their sphere of action. The htUe man in bhick experienced the 
truth of this ; every mischievous urchin returning from school, had 
full liberty to break his windows ; and this was considered as a 
most daring exploit ; for in such awe did they stand of him, that 
the most adventurous school boy was never seen to approach his 
threshhold, and at night would prefer going round by the cross- 
roads, where a traveller had been murdered by the Indians, 
rather than pass by the door of his forlorn liabitation. 

The only living creature that seemed to have any care or affec- 
tion for this deserted being, was an old turnspit, — ^the companion 
of his lonely mansion and his solitary wandering ; — ^the sharer of . 
his scanty meals, and, sorry I a<a to say it, — ^the sharer of his per- 
secutions. The turnspit, like his master, was peaceable and inof* 
fensive ; never known to bark at a horse, to growl at a traveller, 
or to quarrel with the dogs at the neighborhood. He followed 
close at his master's heels when he went out, and when he 
returned stretched himself in the sunbeams at the door ; demean- 
ing himself in all things like a civil and well disposed turnspit 
But notwithstanding Ms exemplary deportment, he fell likewise 
under the ill report of the village ; as being the &miliar of the 
little man ui black, and the evil spirit that presided at his inoan* 
tation& The old hovel was considered as the scene of their un- 
hallowed rites, and its harmless tenants regarded with a detesta- 
tion which their inoffensive conduct never merited.-— Though 
pelted and jeered at by the brats of the village, and frequentiy • 
abused by their parents, the little man in black never turned to 
rebuke them; and his faithM dog, when wantonly assaulted, 
looked up wistfully in his master's face, and there learned a 
lesson of patience and forbearance. 

The movements of this inscrutable being had long been the 
subject of speculation at Cocklofb-hall, for its inmates were full aa. 
much given to wondering as their descendants. The patience 
with which he bore his persecutions, particularly surprised them ; 
for patience is a virtue but little known in the Cockloft family. 
My grandmother, who it appears was rather superstitious, saw in 
this humility nothing but the gloomy suUenness of a wizard, who 
restrained himself for the present, m hopes of midnight vengeance ; 
— ^the parson of the village, who was a man of some reading, pro- 
nounced it the stubborn insensibility of a stoic philosopher ; — mr 
grandfather, who, worthy soul, seldom wandered abroad insearca 
of conclusions, took a data from his own excellent heart, and re» 
garded it as the humble forgiveness of a Christian. But however 
different were their opinions as to the character of the stranger, 
they agreed in one particular, namely, m never intrudmg upon 
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hlinniMkb; asd b^ gratidmotb^r, who wta ai thai time bii^^ 
my molhar, nermr left the room without wiselj patting the laiige 
fiun&ly bible In the cradle; a gore tahsman, in her ofHokm, against 
intchcraft and necromaBcy. 

One storm J winter mghl^ when a Mei^ north-east wind moaned 
about the oottagea, and howled aroond the Tillage steeple, my 
grand&utfaer was retimung than dub, preceded by a senrant with 
a lantern. Just as he arrived ofqxNdte the desolate abode of tiie 
little man in blaok, he was airested hr l^e piteous howling of a 
dog, whidi, heard in the pauses of a storm, was exquisitely 
moumfcd ; and he fimded now and then, that he caught the low 
and iMoken groans of scxne one in distress. — ^He stopped for some 
minutes, hesitating between the baneTdtenoe of his heart and a 
sensation of genutee delioacy, whidi, in spite of his eooentridty, he 
fbUy poB B es Do d,^-apd which Ibrbade him to pry into fbe concerns 
of his neighbors. Periiaps, too, this hesitation mi|^t hare been 
streogth^ied by a little taint of siqterstition ; fbr sure^, if t3ie un- 
known had been addicted to witdicraft» this was a most propitious 
night fiir his ragariM. At length the old gentleman^s phibm- 
thropy predommated; he appioached the hoTel, and pushing 
opm the door, — Ibr poverty has no occasion ibr locks and Iceys^ — 
beheld, bjjr the It^t of the laotera, a soeuetiiat smote his generoos 
heart to ue oore. 

On a misendile bed, Witt paBId and emadated visage snd hol- 
low eyes ;--in a room destitute of every conveuienoe ;— without 
firs to warm <»ft4end to console him, layth^ hdpless mortal, who 
had been so tottg the terror and wonder of tiie village. His dog 
was orondiing on the scanty covertet^ ami shivering with coid. 
ICy grandfiDOier sfeei^ped sofUy and hesitating^ to tiie bedside, 
and accosted tiie foriom suffinner hi his usual accents of khidness. 
The little man in bUwdc seemed recalled by the tones <^ corapaa- 
sion &om the kUuiigy into which he had ftflen; for, tiiou^ his 
heart was afanost fi^n, there was yet one dM>rd tiiat answered 
to the call of the good old man who b^ over him ; Hie tones of 
sympathy so novel to his ear, called bade his wandering ssuses, 
a&d acted like a restorative to Ids soUtaiy fedhiga 

He raised his eyci^ but tbey were vacant ut^ haggard; — be 
put forth his hand, but it was cold; he essayed to specdk, but ttie 
sound died away hi his throat;— he pointed to his mouth with an 
expression of dreadfhl meanhiig, and, sad to relate t my grand- 
fiMier understood that tiie faandless stRmaer, deserted by sodety, 
was perWdng with hunger U wi th the <nu<& impulse of humanity 
he despatched tte servant to the hidl for refi^shment A httie 
warm oioorishment renovated hhn Ibr a short time, but not long; 
—It was evident hte pilgrimage was drawing to a dose, and he 
was about entevkig fiiat peaiceM aqrhnn, where "* the wicked 
cease from trouUhag.** 

KIs tideef misery waa short and quickly told; faifinnities had 
itdett iQKm Ma, he^^eoed l^ the rigon of the season : he had 
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taken to Ids bed wttbont strenglii to rii& sul tak fbr Mrisla&ee; 
— '* and if I had," said be, in a tone of bitter despondenej, " to 
whom ^onld I bave applied? 1 have no friend that I know of in 
the world I — ^the Tillagerg av<»d me ae something leal^ifiome and 
dangerous ; and here, in the midBt of Christians, riiould I have 
peridked, without a ^low being to soo^e ite last moments <^ ex* 
istenoe, and olose my dying eyes, had not the bowlings of my 
faithful dog excited your attention.^* 

He seemed deeply sensible of the kindness ci my grandfather; 
and at one time as he looked up into his old bene&ctor's face, a 
iKditary tear was observed to steal adown the parched furrows of 
his ohe6k---poar outcast t^*-it was the last tear he shed ; — but I 
warrant it was not the first by millions I my grand&tber watched 
by him all night Towaids morning he gradually declined; and 
as the rising sun gleamed throagh the window, he begged to be 
raised in his bed tibat he might look at it for the last time. He 
oontempLated it for a moment with a kmd <^ religious enthusiasm, 
and his lips moved as if engaged in prayw. The strange eonjeo- 
pjaea oonoerning him rushed on my grandbther's mind : ** he is 
moL idolatarr thought he, "and is worshipping the sunl" — He 
listened a moment and blushed at bos own unchiuritable susjucion ; 
be was only engaged in Ute pious devotions of a Christian. His 
aimj^ orison being finished, the Uttle man m black withdrew his 
e;pe8 firom the east, and taking my grand&tiier's hand in one of 
his, and making a motk)n with tb^ other towards the sun ;— ^*I 
love to contemplate it," said he, " 'tis an emblem of the universal 
>enevolenoe of a true Christian ; — and it is the most glorious 
work of him, who is philanthropy itself!" My grandfather 
blushed still deeper at his ungenerous surmises; he had pitied the 
stranger at first, but now he revered him : — ^he tvumed cmce more 
to regard him, but his countenance had undergone a change ; — 
the My enthusiasm tiuit had lighted up each feature, had given 
place to aa expression of mysterious import ;— a gleam of grandeur 
seemed to steal across his GrOthie visage, and be appeared ilill of 
some mighty secret which he hesitated to impart^ He raised the 
tattered nightcap that had sunk almost over his eyes, and waving 
his withered hand with a slow and feeble expression of dignity, 
*->'' In me," said be, with laconic solemnity^ — '* m me you behold 
the last aescendant of the rwowned Linkum Fidetius!" My 
grandfather gassed at him with reverence; for though he had 
never heard of the illustnous personage, thus pompously an- 
nounced, yet theie was a certun blaek-letter dignity in the name 
tliat peculiarly struck his &ncy and commanded his respect 

" You have been kind to me," ooi^tinued the little man m black, 
after a momentary pause, " and ridiily wiU I requite your kind« 
Q6SS by making you heir to my treasures i In yonder laige deal 
box are the volumes of my illustrious ancestor, of which I alone am 
tiie fortunate possessor. Inherit them, pondw over them, and be 
wiser He grew &int with the eocevtion be had made, anid nnlK 
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hank, abnoft breathlesB on hiB pillow. Hia hand, vfakh, inapirad 
with the ^portance of hia aubject, he had raised to my grand- 
fikther'a arm, slipped fh>m its hold and fell over the side of the 
bed, and his fiutbful dog licked it, aa if anxious to soothe the last 
moments of his dying master and testify his gratitude to the hand 
that had so often cherished him. The untaught caresses of the 
fidthM animal were not lost upon hia dying master; — ^he raised 
his languid eyes, — turned them on the dog, then on my grand- 
father; and having given this silent reoommendation — doaed 
them for ever. 

The remains of the little man in blade, notwithstanding the 
objections of many pioua people, were decently interred in the 
chvuxdi-yard of the village; and hia spirit, harmless aa the body it 
once animated, has never been knoWn to molest a living being. 
My grandfather complied, aa far aa possible, with his last request ; 
he conveyed the volumes of Tiinkum Fidelius to hia library ; — ^he 
pondered over them frequently : — but whether he grew wiaer, 
the tradition doth not mention. This much is certain, that hia 
kindness to the poor descendant of Fidelius was amply rewarded 
by the approbation of his own heart, and the devoted attadunent 
of the old turnspit; who transferring his affection from his 
deceased master to his benefiaictor, became hia constant attendant^ 
and was father to a long line of runty curs that still flourish in 
the family. And thus was the Cockloft library first enriched by 
the invaluable folios of the sa^ husaam Fidblius 



LETTER FROM MUSTAPHA BUB- A-DTTB EEU EHAK, TO 
ASBM HACCHEM, PRINCIPAL SLAVE-DBIVEE TO EOS 
HIGHNESS THE BASHAW OF TBIPOLL 

THOuaH I am often disgusted, my good Aaem, with the vices 
and absurdities of the men of this country, yet the women 
afford me a world of amusement Their lively prattle is aa 
diverting as the chattering of the red-taOed parrot; nor can the 
green-headed monkey of Timandi equal them in whim and play- 
fulness. But^ notwithstanding these valuable qualifications, I am 
sorry to observe they are not treated with half the attention 
bestowed on the before mentioned animals. These infidels put 
their parrots in cages and chain their monkeys ; but their women, 
instead of being carefully shut up in harams and seraglios, are 
abandoned to the direction of their own reaBcm, and suffered to 
run about hi perfect fireedom, like other domestic animals: — ^this 
comes, Asem, of treatmg their women as rational beings, and 
•Uowing them aooli. The ooDaequenoe of this piteous nei^ect 
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may eaaHy be imagined ; thejr have degenerated into all their 
native wildness, are seldom to be caught at home, an^ atan earlj 
age, take to the streets and highwajs, where they rore about m 
droves, giving afanost as much annoyance to the peaceable people 
as the troops of wild dogs that itifest our great cities, or the 
flights of locusts that somelunes q>read fiumne and desolation 
over whole regions of fertility. 

This propensity to relapse into pristine wOdness, convinces me of 
the untameable diqxMitlonc^the sex, who may indeed be partially 
domesticated by a long course of confinement and restraint, but 
the moment they are restored to personal freedom, become wild 
as the young partridge of this country, which, though scarcely 
half-hatched, will take to the fields and run about with tiie i^eU 
upon its back. 

Notwithstanding their wildness, however, they are remaricably 
easy oi access, and suffer themselves to be approached, at certain 
hours of the day, without any symptoms of apprehension : and I 
have even happily succeeded in detecting them at their domestic 
occupations. One of the most important of these, consists in 
thumping vehemently on a kind of musical instrument, and pro- 
ducing a confused, hideous, and indefinable uproar, which they 
call the description of a battle; — a jest, no doubt, for they are 
wonderfully moetious at times, and make great practkse of passing 
jokes upon strangers. Sometimes they employ themselves in 
painting little caricatures of landscapes, wher^n they display 
their singular drollery in bantering nature fidrly out i€ counte- 
nance ; representing her tridced out in all the tawdry finery of 
copper skies, purple rivers, calico rodra, red grass, clouds that look 
like old dothes set adrift by the tempest, and foxy trees, whose 
melancholy foUage^ drooping and curling most fentastically, reminds 
me of an undressed periwig that I have, now and then, seen 
hung on a stick in a barber's window. At other times, they em- 
ploy themselves in aoquirijig a smattraing of languages spoken 
by nations on the other side of the globe, as they find their own 
language not sufficiently copious to supply their constant de- 
mands, and express their multi&rious ideas. But their most Im- 
portant domestic avocation is, to embroider, on satin or muslin, 
flowers of a nondescript kindr in which the great art is to make 
them as unlike nature as posoble ;-Mxr to fiisten little bits of 
silver, gold, tinsel and glass, on long strips of muslin, which th^ 
drag after them with much dignity whenever they go abroad ; — a 
fine lady, like a bird of paradise, being estimated by the length 
of her tail 

But do not, my Mend, Mi into the enormous enor of sn^^XMsinf, 
that the exercise of these arts is attended with any usefiil or pro- 
fitable results; — ^believe me, thou oouldst not indulge an idea 
more ui^ust and injurious; for it appears to be an established 
maxim among the women of this country, that a lady loses her 
dignity when she caadeaoeiidt to be naeifiil; and foifeitB aiU rank 
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la ncie^ tlw momenl iA» can be oonvictod of Mmiiig a ftrtbing: 
Thdir laboni therefore, are Eroded not towerda eap^ying their 
household, but in dedciiig tjam perwMMy and— generous soola — 
they deok their persons^ not so mnch to phMse themselves, as to 
gra^ othera, particalaiij atran^em I am confident thon wDt 
stare at thii^ mjr good Aaem, aoonstoiDed as thou art to our east- 
em females, who shrink in blushing timiditf even from the glance 
of a lover, and are soohaiy of their fiivora, that they even seem 
feazM iji lavishmg their smiles too proftnely on their husbands. 
Here, on the oontrarj, the stranger has the first place in female 
regard, and, so fiur do they cany their hospitality, that I have seen 
a fine lady alight a doaen tried friends and real admirers, who 
lived in her smiles and made her happiness their study, merely to 
allure the vague and wandering glances of a stranger, who viewed 
her person with indiirerenoe, and treated her advances with con- 
tempt By the whiskers of our sublime baahaw, but this is highly 
flattering to a fbrmgner! and thou mayest judge how particulariy 
plMsing to one who is, Kke myself so ardent an admirer of the 
sex. Far be it from me to condeam this extraordinary manifes- 
tation of good will— 4et their ovra countrymen look to that 

Be not alarmed, I conjure thee, my dear Asem, lest I should be 
tempted, by these beautifid baibarians, to break the fiuth I owe 
to the three-and-twenty wives, from whom my unhai^y destiny 
has perhaps severed me for ever; — no, Asem, neither time, nor 
the bitter suooeflnon of raisf(«tunes that pursues me, can shake 
firom my heart the ttemoiy of former attechments. I listen with 
tranquil heart to the strumming and pratding of these fiur syrens; 
thdr whimsical paintangs toudi not tbe tender ddtord of my aflbc- 
tions; andl would still defy tiieir fiacmatiOM, thoc^hthey trafled 
after them trails as long as the gorgeous trappii^ which are 
dragged at the heels of the holy camel of ICeoca: or as the tafl 
of the great beast in our prophet's vision, which measured three 
hundred and forty-nine leagues^ two mileii three ftirlongs, and a 
hand's breadth in longitude. 

The dress of these women is^ if possibU^ more eccentric and 
whimsical than thehr deportment ; and they take an inordinate 
pride in oertain ornaments which are probably derived fit»m ih&r 
savage progenitont A woman of this country, dreawd out for 
an exhibitiooi is loaded with as many ornaments as a Giroassian 
slave when brought out for sale. Their heads are tridred out 
with little bits of horn or sheQ, cut into fimtastfo shapes, and they 
seem to emulate each otiier in the number of these smgular 
baubles: — ^like the women we have seen in our journeys to 
Alef^fM^ who cover tiieir heads with fte entire shell of a tortoise^ 
and, thus equipped, are the envy of all thefar less fiirtnnato ac- 
quaintance. They also decorate l^eir necks and can with coral, 
gold ohaina, and glass beads^ and load their fiogers with a variety 
of rings; though, I must oonfesa^ I have never peio^red thai 
they wear any La their iW B O» - a s has been afilmed by many 
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most hideonsljr, and makmg use of bear's greaae in great profti* 
aion: but this, I aoleiimly assare tiiee, is. a mUvepreeentation ; 
dYilization, no doubt^ haYing gfadaally extirpated these nauseous 
practioee. It is true, I have seen two or three of these females^ 
who had disguised their feat«ires with peint; bat then it was 
merely to giire a tinge of red to their oheeks, and ^Kd not look 
yeiy frightful; and as to ohitment, they rarely use any now, 
ezoept occasionally a little Grecian oil for their hair, wfaidi gives 
it a glossy, greasy, and, ^ey think, very comely appearance. The 
last mentioned dass of females, I take it for granted, have been 
but lately caught, and still retain strong traits <^ their original 
savage propensities. 

The most flagrant and inexcusable flralt, however, which I 
find in these lovely savages, is the diamelees and abandoned ex- 
posure of their persons. Wilt thou not sui^>ect me of exagger»> 
tion when I afflnn ; — ^wilt thou not blush for them, most discreel 
Mussulman, when I declare to thee, that they are so lost to all 
sense of modesty, as to expose the whole of their fiMesftom their 
forehead to the (^in, and they even go abroad with their hands 
unco voied I Monstrous indelicacy ! 

But what I am going to disclose, wiS, doubtlesB^ eppear to thee 
still m(Mre incredible. Though I cannot forbear pajring a trUrate 
c^ admiration to the beautiflil (aces of these &hr infidels, yet I 
must g^ve it as my firm opinioa, tiiat their persons are preposter- 
ously unseemly. In vain did I look arouna me, (m my first land- 
ing, for those divine fonns of redundant proportions, which 
answer to tiie true standard of eastern beauty ; — ^not a single iat 
fair one could I behold amcmg the multitudes that thronged the 
streets; the females that passed in review before me,* trippmg 
sportively along, resembled a prooesBion of shadows, returning to 
their graves at tixe crowing of the cock. 

This meagreness I first ascribed to their excessive volubility; 
for I have somewhere seen it advanced by a learned doctor, tlmt 
the sex were endowed with a peculiar activity of tongue^ in 
order that they might practise talking as a healthful exercise, 
necessary to their confined and sedentary mode of life. This ex- 
ercise, it was natural to suppose^ would be carried to great excess 
in a logocracy — " Too true," thought I, " they have ccmverted, 
what was undoubtedly meant as a beneficent gifi^ into a noxious 
habit, that steals the flesh firom their bones and the rose fix>m 
their cheeks-— they absolutely talk themselves thin t" Judge then 
of my surprise when I was assured, not long since, that this 
meagreness was considered the perfection oS. personal beauty, and 
that many a lady starved herself with all the obstinate persever- 
ance of a pious dervise— into a flne figure I — " Nay, more," said 
my informer, " they will often sacrifice their healths in this eager 
pursuit of skeleton beauty, and drink vinegar, eat pickles, and 
smoke tobacco^ to keep themselves within the scanty outlines of 
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the foflhioiui** Fang^f AJlidi proBerve me ftom such beauties, 
who oontamin«te their pare blood with noxious recdpts; who 
impiouslj sacrifioe the best gifts of Heareu, to a prepoeterooa and 
mistaken vanity. Ere long I shall not be surprised to see them 
scarring their faces like tiie negroes of Congo, flattening their 
noses in imitation of the Hotte^ots, or like the barbarians of 
Ab-al Timar, distorting th«r lips and ears out of all natural 
dimensiotts. Since I reoeived this informatiQin, I cannot contem- 
plate a fine figure, without thinking of a yinegar cruet; nor look 
at a dashing beile, without fimcnring her a pot of pickled cucudi- 
bers I What a difference, my fhend, between these shades and the 
plump beauties of Tripoli,-— what a contrast between an infidel 
&tr one and my &Torite wife Fatima^ whom I bought by the 
han<hred weighty and had trundled home in a wheel-bimnow ! 

But enough for the present ; I am {vomised a faithful account 
of the aieana of a lady's toilette— a complete initiation into the 
arts, mysteries, qpeUs and polaons; in short, the ^ whole chymical 
process by wbidi she reduces herself down to the most fiu^iona- 
ble standard oi insignificance: together with specimens of the strait 
waistcoats, the lacings, the bandages, and the Tark>U8 ingenious 
instruments with which she puts nature to the rack, and tortures 
herself into a proper figure to be admired. 

Farewell, thou sweetest of slave-driyers ! the edboes that re- 
peat to a lover's ear the song of his mistress, are not nxve sooth- 
mg than tidings fiKun those we love. Let thy answer to my 
letters be speedy ; and never, I pray thee, for a moment, cease to 
watch ov«r the prosperity of my house, and the welfare of my 
b^oved wives. Let them want for nothing, my iriend ; but feed 
them plentifully <m honey, boiled rice and water gruel; so that 
when I return to the blefMed land of my fiithers, if that can ever 
be ! I may find them improved m size and loveliness, and sle^ as 
the graceful elephants that rai^ the green valley <^ Alnmar. 

Ever thine, 

MUSTAPHA. 
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F80H MT ELBOW<IHAIB. 

HAvnra returned to town, and onoe more formaUy taken pos- 
sesskm of my elbow-chair, it behooyes me to diaeard the raral 
feelings, and the rural aentimenta, in which I have for aome time 
past indulged, and devote my self more exclusively to the edifica- 
tion of the town* Aa I ide\ at this moment a diivalric i^rk of 
gallantly playing around my heart, and one of thoee dulcet 
emotions of cordSiIity, which an old bachrior will sometimes en- 
tertain towards the divine sex, 1 am determined to gratify the 
sentiment for once, and devote this number exclusively to the 
ladies. I would not^ however, have our ^r readers imagine that 
we wish to flatter ouraelvea hito their good graces ; devoutly as 
we adore them t — and what true cavalier does not ? — and heiurtily 
asi we desire to flourish in the mild suntdiine of their smiles, yet we 
scorn to insinuate ourselves mto their favor ; unless it be as honest 
Mends, sincere wellwishera, and disinterested advisers. If in the 
course of this number they find us rallier prodigal of our enoo* 
miums, they will have the modesty to ascribe it to tiie excess of 
their own merits ; — if they find us extemely indulgent to their 
fiiulta, they will impute it rather to the superabundance of our 
good nature, than to any servile and ilfiberal fear of giving offence^ 

The following letter of Mnstapha &Us in exactly with the cur* 
rent of my purpose. As I have belbre mentioned that his letters 
are without dates, we are obliged to give them very irreguhirly, 
without any regard to chronological order. 

The present one appears to have been written not long after his 
arrival, and antecedent to several already published. It is more 
in the fiuniliar and colloquial style than ibe others. Will Wizard 
declares he has translated it with fid^ty, excepting that he has 
omitted several remarks on the waltz, which the honest Mussul- 
man eulogizes with great enthusiasm ; comparing it to certain 
voluptuous dances of the seraglio. Will regretted exceedingly, 
that the indelicacy of several of these observations compelled their 
total exclusion, as he wishes to give all posBible encouragement 
to this popular and amiable exhibition 
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LETTBE FROM MT7STAPHA RUB-A-i>tJB- KELI KHAN, 
TO MULET HILIM AL KAGGI, SURNAItED THB 
AGREEABLE RAGAMUFFIN, CHIEF MOUNTEBANK 
AND BUFFA-DANCBR TO HIS HIGHNES& 

The niimeroi2a letters which I have written to our friend the 
alaye driver, as well ag those to thj kinsman the. skoreb, and 
which, dcmbtless, were read to Uwe, honest Muiey, have, in all 
probability, awakened thy curiosity to know further particulars 
concerning the manners of the barbarians, who hold me in such 
ignominious captivity. I was lately at one of their public cere- 
monies, wludi, at first, perplexed me exceedingly as to its object ; 
bat as the explanatioDfl of a iHend have let me somewhat into the 
secret, and t it seems to bear no small analogy to thy prolessioD, 
» description of it may eontribute to thy amusement, if not to thy 
iutructioit "^ 

A few days since, jiwt as I had finighed my coffee, and wasp^- 
ftm^iig my whisken^ proparatory to a monung walk, I was waited 
upon by an inhabitant of this pl^ioe, a gi^ young infidel, who has 
flf late cultivated my acquaintance. He presented me with a 
square bit of painted pasteboard, whicli, he iiifi»ined me^ would 
entitle me to admittance to the oiTT asssmblt. Curious to know 
the meaning of a phrase, which was entirely new to me, I requested 
an explanation ; when my friend informed me, that tiie assembly 
was a nunerous coBoourse of young people of both sexes, who, on 
certain occasions, gathered together to dance about a large room 
wHh violent gesti^ilation, and try to out-dress each other. ^* In 
flhott," said he, **if you wirik to see the natives fn all th^ gloiy, 
there*s no place like tiie Oiiy AMemHiy ; to j<f^ must go thera, and 
sport your whiricers.** Though the matter of QKNrting my whis- 
kers, was oonsiderBtaly above my apprehention, yet I now began, 
as I thought, to understand him. I had heard of the war dances 
of the nathres, which ave a kind of religious institution, and had 
little doubt but tiiat this must be a scdemnity of the kind — upon a 
prodigk>u8 great soalei Anxious as I am to oontemplate these 
strange people in every situation, I willingly aoeeded to his pro- 
posal, and, to be the more at ease, I detenzuned to lay i^de my 
Turidsh dress, and appear in plain garments of tlie fiMbion of this 
eountiy ; as is my custom whenever I wish to mingle in a crowd 
without exoiting the attenllon of the gaping multitude. 

It was k>ng after the sbadesof n%btfaad fiUlen befbre my friend 
i^ipearod to oonduot me to the assesfbly. ** These infidels," 
thought I, ^shroud themselves in mystery, and seek the aid of 
gloom and darkness, to hei^^iten the sc^mnity of their |nous 
odpgies.** Resolving to qenduot myself with that decent respect, 
which every stranger owes to the customs of the land in which he 
sojourns, I chastised my features into an expression of sober reve- 
rence, and stretched my &oe into a degree of longitude suitable to 
the oeremony I was about to witneas. Spite of n^sel^ Ifelt an 
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emoiimi of »we 8te»i^J@^<fy«r my sensM w I ftpprou^^ the mtir 
jestic pile. My ImaginacSon piduped something similar to a 
descent into the oave of Dom-Da&iel, where the necromancers of 
the east are taught their infernal arts. I entered with the same 
gravity of demeanor that I woidd have approached the holy tem- 
ple at Mecca, and bowed my bead tlsree times as I paf»ed the 
threshold. "Head of tiie mighty Amroul*' thought I, on being 
ushered into a splendid saloon, " what a diq^lay is here I surely I 
am transported to the mansions of the Houris, the elysium of the 
fiUthfulI"-^How tame appeared all the descriptions of endianted 
palaces in our Arabian poetry I — ^whereTer I turned my eyes, the 
quick glances of beauty dazzled my vision and ravished my heart ; 
lovely virgins fluttered by me, darting imperial looks of oonquest, 
or beanung such smites of invitation, as did Gabriel when he beck- 
oned our holy prophet to Heaven. Shall I own the weakness of 
thy fiieiid, good Muley?-^while thus gazing on the endianted 
Bcene before me, I, for a moment, Ibrgot my country ; and even the 
memory of my three-and-twenty wives &ded from my heart ; my 
thot^^hts were bewildered and led astray by the chairms of these 
bewitching savages, and I sunk, for a while, into that delidous 
state of mind, where the senses, all enchanted, and aJi striving for 
mastery, produce an endless variety of tumultuous, yet pleasing 
emotions. Oh, Muley, never shall I again wonder that an infidS 
should prove a recreant to the sin^ solitary vrife allotted him, 
when, even thy fiiend, armed with ail the precepts d Mahomet, 
can so easily prove iaithless to three-and-twenty 1 

"Whither have you led me?" said I, at length, to my compa- 
nion, " and to whom do these beautiful creatures belong ? Gertam- 
ly this must be the seraglio of the grand bashaw of the city, and 
a most happy bashaw must he be, to possess treasures which even 
his highness of Tripoli cannot parallel." ^ Have a care," cried my 
companion, " how you talk about seraglios, or you'll have all these 
gentle nymphs about your ears; tat seraglio is a word which, 
beyond sdl others, they abh<^ ; — most of them,"conthiued he^ ** have 
no lord and master, but come here to catch one— they're in the 
markel^ as we term it" "Ah, hah !" said I, exultingly, "then 
you really have a fair, or slave-maricet, such as we have in the 
east, where the fiu<^ifVil are provided wi^ ihe choicest virgins of 

Georgia and Oircassia ? by our glorious sun of AMc, but I 

should like to select some ten or a doeen wives from so lovdy an 
assemblage I Pray, what would you suppose they might be bous^ 
for?" 

Before I oould receive an answer, my attention was attmetod 
by two or three good looking middle sized men, who being 
dressed in black, a color ualveraally worn itf IMi ooontry by the 
muftis and dervises, I immediately oonohided to be high-^ests^ 
and was confirmed in my original (pinion that this was a reHgioua 
ceremony. These rev««nd personages are enticed managers^ 
and ei\joyed unlimited aalhoril7 in the asBsmlOies, beisf armed 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



116 



SAUC^s^^iJOiPL 



wifcli «wa4t» wiUi wlilcb, I am to^ tiifeJr^Ml^ 

ladjr to death, who infiiiiged the laws <9^^hiD. temple. Thej 
walked round the room with great aolemxiitT; and, with an air of 
profbund importance and mystery, pat a Uttle piece of folded 
paper in each fair hand, which I oondnded were religious 
taliflmang. One of them drqf>ped on the floor, whereupon I slily 
pot my foot on it, and,- watching an oppOTtunity, picked it up 
unobeenred, and found it to contain some unintelligible words and 
the mystic number 9. What were its yirtues I know not; except 
that I put it in my pocket, and have hitherto been preserved 
from my fit of tiie lumbago^ which I generally have about this 
season of the year, ever since I tumbled into the weU of Zim-zim 
on my pilgrimage to Mecca. I enclose it to thee in this letter, 
presuming it to be particolarly serviceable against the dangers of 
thy profession. 

Shortly after the distribution ci these talismans, <nie of the 
high priests stalked into the middle of the room with gmt 
majesty, and dapped his hands three times; a k>ud explosion of 
music succeeded from a number of black, yellow, and white 
musicians, perched in a kind of cage over the grand entrance. 
The company were tiiereupon thrown into great oonfbaion and 
apparent consternation. — They hurried to and fro about the room, 
and at length formed themselves into little groups of eight 
persons, haif male and half female; — ^the music strudr into 
something like harmony, and, in a moment, to my utter astonish- 
ment and dismay, they were aU seized with what I ooncduded to 
be a paroxysm of rel^ous phrenzy, tossing about th^ heads in 
a ludicrous style from side to side, and indvdging in extravagant 
contortions of figure ; — now throwing their heels into the air, and 
anon whirling round with the velocity of the eastern idolatars^ 
who think they pay a grateftd homage to the son by imitating his 
motiona I expected every moment to see them fiUl down in 
convulsioni^ foam at the mouth, and shriek with fimded in- 
spiration. As usual the females seemed most fervent in their 
religious exercises, and performed them with a melancholy 
expression of feature that was peculiarly touching; but I was 
highly gratified by the exemplary conduct of several male devotees^ 
who though their gestieulaticms would intimate a wild merriment 
of the feelings, maintained throughout as infiexible a gravity of 
countenance as so many monkeys of the island of Borneo at their 
antidcs. 

"And pray," said I, " who is the divinity that presides in this 
splendid mosque?"— -** The divinity!— oh, I understuid—- yoa 
mean the beUe of the evening ; we have a new one every season : 
the one at present in fiishion, is that lady you see yonder, dressed 
in white, with pink ribands, and a crowd of adorers arotmd her." 
" Truly," cried I, " this is the pleasantest deity I have encountered 
in the whole course of my travels ;--flo fiuniliar, so condescending, 
and so meny withal;— why, her very worshippers take her by the 
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hand, aad whisper in her eAr.''— ^'M/ S^ KnteolimuQi,'* 
replied my Mend with great gravity, " I perceive you are com* 
pletely in an errw concerning the intent of this ceremony. You 
«re now in a place of public amusement^ not of public w<Hr8hip ;«— 
and the pretty looking young men ytm see making sudi violent 
and grotesque dist(»rtion8» are merely indulging in our &yorite 
amusement of dancing." *' I cry your mercy," exdaimed I, ^* theee 
then are the dandng men and women of the town, such as we 
hAve in our principal cities, who hire themselves out for ^e 
entertainment of the wealthy; — ^but, pray who pay» itiem fi>r this 
fieitiguing exhibition ?"^— My friend regarded me for a moment 
with an air of whimsical perplexi^, as ^doid>tfol whether I was 
in jest or earnest^—*' 'Sblo<Kl, man," cried he, " these are some of 
our greatest people, our fieuihionables, who are merely dancing 
here for amusement" — Ikmcing for aanwsemetU! think of that, 
Muley 1 — ^thou, whose greatest pleasure is to chew opium, smoke 
tobacKX), loll on a couc^ and dose thyself into Uie regions of the 

Houris I Dancing for amusement l-^sbaU I jnwet cease having 

occasion to laugh at the absurdities of these barbarians, who are 
laborious in their recreations, and inddent only in their hours of 
business?— -^^Dancing for amusement!— 4he very Idea makes 
nay bones ache^ and I never think of it without being obliged 
to apply my handkerchief to my forehead, and fim myself mto 
8ome degree of coolness. 

''And pray," said I, when my astonishment bad a little subsid- 
ed, " dcr these musicians also toil for amusement, or are they con* 
fined to their cage^ like birds, to sing for the gratification of 
others? — I* should think the former was the case, fix>m the ani- 
mation with which they flourish their eibowa."-— '^ Not so^" replied 
my friood, *Hhey are well paid, wluch is no more than just, for 
I assure yon they are the most important personages in tlie room. 
The fiddler puts the whole assembly in motion, and directs their 
movements, like the master of a puppet-show, who sets all his 
pasteboard gentny kicking by a jerk of his fingers :— tlrare now 
— ^look at t^t dapper little gentleman yonder, who wpgean to be 
suffering the pangs of dislcx^tion in every Ihnb: he is l^e most 
expert puppet in the room, and performs, not so much for his own 
amusement, as for that of the by-standers." — —Just then, the lit* 
tie gentleman, having finished one of his paroxysms of aotivity, 
seemed to be looking round for applause fix>m the spectators. 
Feeling myself really much obliged to him for his exertbns, I 
made him a low bow of thanks, but nobody foUowed my example^ 
whidi I thought a singular instance of ingratitude. 

Thou wilt perceive, fiiend Muley, that the dandng of these 
barbarians is totally different from the science professed by thee 
in Tripoli ; — the country, in &ot, is afflicted by numerous epide- 
mical diseases, which travel from house to house, from city to 
city, with the regularity of a caravan. Among these, the most 
formidable is this dancmg mania^ whidii prevaila chiefly thnragh* 
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<wl tiw vinidr. It at flfffc wised m a ftrw peo|^ of finhim, and 
being indulged in modemtion, w«8 a oheeiM ezeraise; but in a 
Uttl« time, by quick advanoee, it SnJbctod all dsflsee of the oom- 
munitj, and became a nging epidemia The doctors immediate- 
ly, as Is tiieir usual way, mstoad ef devising a remedy, fell toge- 
ther by the ears, to deeMe whether it was natire or Imported, and 
the BticUers Ibr ^e latter opinioa traeed it to a cargo of trampery 
ftom France, as they had before hunted down the yeHow-fever to 
a bag of eoffbe ttom ih» West Indies. What makes this disease 
the more fonnldaUe is, that the patients seem in&tnated with 
their nalady, abandon thenudTes to its unbounded ravages, and 
expose their persons to wintry storms and nudnigfat airs, more 
fiktal, in this capridoos diBiate^ than ^e widiering Simoom blast 
of ttie desert 

I know not whether it is a eight most wliimsical or melancholy 
to witness a fit of this dancing malady. The lady hope up to the 
gentleman, who stands at ^e distanoe of about three paces, and 
then capen bade again to hw place ;--4he gentleman, of course, 
does the same; then they skip one way, thMk they jump another; 
-*4hen they tivn their backs to eadi other, — ^titen they sdze 
ea6h other and shake hands ; — then they whirl round, and throw 
tfaemsehrea into a thousand grotesque and ridiculous attitudes ; — 
somethnes en one legr scMnetimes on the other, and sometimes on 
no leg at all; — and this thev call exhibiting ^e gracest By the 
mneteen tiioosaad capers of the great mountebank of Bamascus, 
but lAxese graois must be sometkiing like the enx^ed-backed 
dwarf ShalSac, who is sometimes permitted to amuse his hifi^ness 
by fanitatingthetiiduiofamoidrey. These fits continue at short 
intervals from four to ftve hours, Iffl at last the lady is led ol^ 
lUnt, languid, exhausted, and pcnthig, to her carriage ; — rattles 
hoBoe ; — passes a night of feverish restlessness, cold perspirations, 
and troubled sleep ;--4ises late next morning, if she rises at all, 
is nervous, petulant, or a prey to languid indifference an day ; — a 
mere household spectre, neither giving nor receiving enjoyment; 
in tlie evening hurries to another dance ; — recdves an unnatural 
exfaOaiation ih»n tiie lights, the music, the crowd, and Hie un- 
meaning bustle ;-*-flutters, sparidee. and blooms for a while, until 
the tni^ient deUrium being past, the bfatuated maid droops and 
languishes into apathy again ;— 4s again led off to her carriage^ 
and the next morning rises togo thrcragh exactly the same joyless 
routine. 

And yet^ wilt tAiou befieve it, my dear Raggi, these are rational 
beings; nay, more, their countrymen vt^pM fidn persuade me 
they have soulsl Is it not a Utousand times to be lamented that 
beings, endowed with charms tiiat might warm even the iHgid 
heart of a dBrviae--^tii social and enctearing powers that would 
render them the joy and ^ride of the haram — should surrender 
themselves to a habit ti heartless dissipation, which preys imper- 
ceptib^oa Ow roses of the cheek* which robs the eye of its 
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lostre^ the moaih of its dimpled smile, the 8{Hrit8 of their eheerfbl 
hilarity, and the limbs of their elastic vigor; which hdrries them 
off in the spring time of existence ; or, if thej sunrive, yields to 
the arms of « yoathftil bridegroom a framctwredced in the storms 
of dissipation, and struggling with premature infirmity. Alas, 
Huley I may I not ascribe to this oanse, the number of little old 
women I meet with in this country, flrom the age of ^hteen to 
eight-and-twenty ? 

In saoBtering down the room, my attrition was attracted by a 
smoky painting, which, on nearer ezammation, I found consisted 
of two female figures crowning a bust with a wreath of lanreL 
'^Tliis, I suppose,'* cried I, **was some femous dancer in his 
time?" **0h, no," replied my firiend, **l» was only a general" 
^* Grood ; but then he must have been great at a cotilfion, or ex- 
pert at a flddlestidc, or why Is his memorial here ?" **Quite the 
contrary," answered my companion, "histoiy makes no mention 
ci his ever having flourished a fiddlestick, at figured in a single 
dance. You have, no doubt, heard of him; he was the illustri- 
ous Washington, the fiither and ddiverer of his country ; and as 
our nation is remaricable Ibr gratttude to great men, it always 
does honor to their memory, by placing ti^lr monuments over 
the doors of taverns, or in the corners of dancingi'ooras." 

From tiience my friend and I stroBed into a small apartment 
•cyoining the grand salooay where I beheld a number of grave- 
looking persons. With Tdnerable grey heads, but without beards, 
which I thov^ht very unbeeoming, sealed around a table, study- 
ing hieroglyphics. I ap{»oach^ them with reverence, as so 
inany mai^ or leamed men, endeaT(»ring to expound the myste- 
ries of Egyptian science; several of tl^m tiirew down money, 
which I supposed was a reward proposed lor some great disoo- 
Twy, when presently one of them si»^ad his hieroglyphics on the 
table, exdahned triumphantFy, '*Two bullets and a braggerP 
and swept all te money into his pedcet He has discovered a 
key to the hieroglyphics, thon^t I ; happy mortal I no doubt his 
name will be inomortalized. Willing, however, to be satisfied, I 
looked round on my companion with an hiqairing eye. He un- 
derstood me^ and infermed me tiiat these were a company of 
friends, who had met together to win each other^s money, and be 
agreeable. "Is that all?" exolahned I, '* why, then, I pray you 
osake way, and let mo esoe^ fi^m 1^ temjie of abomhiations^ 
or who knows but these people, who meet together to toil, worry, 
and fatigue themselves to death, and give it ^ name of pleasure 
—and who win each other's money by way of being agreeable — 
may some one of them take » liking to me, and pick my podcet, 
or break my head, in a paroxysm (» hearty good-will I" 

MUBTIPBA. 
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BY ANTH(»nr EEYBBOBEEN, aENH 

JKMMV Mi ftOMMhmk MNM fMCKtf iflijro 

ISUt anda idku, bos. 

Vow It fhe t jme for wise and myrthftil sportefl, 

For 4«tBoe, •ndtong, and dlsportes of sych soztes. uonc fib. 

Thb winter ounpaign baa opened. Fashion has summoned her 
num/nx>U8 legions at the sound of trumpet^ tamborine and drorn ; 
and all the hannonious minstrelsy of the orchestra, to hasten frran 
the dull, silent, and insipid glades and groves, where they have 
vegetated during the summer; recovering from the ravages of the 
last winter's campaign. Our lair ones have hurried to town, eager 
to paj their devotions to this tutelary deity, and to make an o^^ 
ing at her shrine of the few pale and transient roses they gathered 
in their healthful retreat The fiddler rosins his bow, the card- 
table devotee is shuffling her pack; the young ladies are indus- 
triously gangling muslins ; and the^ tea-party heroes are airing their 
chapeaux brcis^ and peaae-bloesom breedies, to prepare fiur figuring 
in the gi^ circle of smiles, and graces, and beauty. Now the fine 
lady foiigets her country friends, in the hurry of fiishionable en- 
gagements, or receives the simple intruder, who has foolishly 
accepted her thousand pressing invitatkws, with such pcditenees 
that the poor soul determines never to come again ; — ^now the gay 
budc, wlu> eni figured at BaUston, and quaifed the pure springy 
exchangee the sparkling water for still more sparkling champaign ; 
and deserts the nymph of the fountain^ to enlist under the standard 
of jolly Bacchua In short, now is the important time of the year 
in which to harangue the bon-ton reader ; and, like some ancient 
hero in flx>nt of the battle, to spirit him up to deeds of noble daring-, 
or still more noble suflfering^ in the ranks of iashionable war&re. 

Such, indeed, has been my intention ; but the number of cases 
which have lately come before me, and the variety of complaints 
I have received firom a crowd of hcmest, and weU-meiuiing corre- 
spondents, call for more immediate attention. A host of appeals^ 
petitions, and letters of advice are now before me ; and I believe 
the shortest way to satisfy my petitioners, memorialists, and ad- 
visers, will be to publish their letters, as I suspect the object of 
most of them is merely to get into print 

TO AXTBOSY KVSBOBIBir, CtlNT. 

Or, 

As you appear to have taken to yourself the trouble of med- 
dling in the concerns of the beau monde, I take the liberty of 
Appealing to you on a subject, which, though considered mere- 
ly as a very good Joke, has oocasiotted me great vezatk>n and 
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expense. Ycm must know I pride myself on being very nseAil to 
the ladies ; that is, I take boxes for them at the theatre, go shop- 
ping %ith them, supply them with bouquets, and furnish them 
with novels from the ciroulating library. In eonsequence of these 
attentions I am become a great &Torite, and there is seldom a 
party going on in the city without my having an invitation. The 
grievance I have to mention, is the exchange of hats which takes 
place on these occasions; for, to speak my mind freely, there are 
certain young gentlemen who seem to otmsider fashionable parties 
as mere places to barter old clothes: and, I am infonned, that a 
number of them manage by tiiis great system of exchange, tp 
keep their crowns decently oovwed without tiieir hatter suffering 
in tiiie least by it. . 

It was but lately that I went to a private ball widi a new hat^ 
and on returning in the latt^ part of the evening, and asking fbr 
it^ the scoundrel of a servant, with a broad grin, informed me, 
that the new hats had been dealt out half an hour since, and they 
were then on the third quality; and I was in the end obliged to 
borrow a young lady's beaver ratiier tiian go home witii any of 
the ragged remnants that were left. 

Now I would wish to know if there is no possibility of having 
these offenders punished by law; and wheth^ it would not be 
advisable for ladies to mention in their cards of invitation, as a 
postscript, '* stealing of hats and shawls positively prohibited." 
At any rate, I would thank you, Mr. Evergreen, to discounte* 
nance the thing totally, by publishing in your paper that stealing 
a hat is no joke. Your humble servant, 

WaLTKE WlTBSBB. 

My correspondent is informed, that the police have determined 
to take this matter into consideration, and have set apart Satur- 
day mornings for the cogmzaaoe of taidiionable larcenies. 

MB. SVBRGBEEN, 
Sir, 

Bo you think a married woman may lawfliUy put her husband 
right hi a story, before strangers, when she knows him to be in 
the wrong; and can any thing authorize a wife in the exclama- 
tion of— ^ lord, my dear, how can you say so I" 

Maboaebt Tiksok. 

dbab anthony, 

Going down Broadway this morning in a great hurry, I ran 
full against an olg'ect which at first put me to a prodigious non 
plus. Observing it to be dressed in a man's hat, a doth overcoat, 
and spatterdashes, I framed my apology accordingly, exclaiming, 
'* my dear sir, I ask ten thousand pardons ; — ^I assure you, sir, it 
was entirely accidental :-^pray excuse me, sir, Ac." At every 
..one of these excuses, the thing answered me with a downright 
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laugh; M wliich I wm not a little aurpriBed, ttntfl, on iiiiwallBfltii 
my pcxdcet-glaas, I disoovered that it was no other tfaaa my oU 
aoquaintao^ Clarmda Trollop ;^ — I narer was more diagxlbed in 
my life ; for, being aa old badielor, I like to a{»pear aa yomig aa 
poBsiUe, and am always boasting of the goodness of my eyes. I 
beg of yoo, Mr. £yeigreeD,if yoa hove any feeling for your ooatooar 
ponsries, to diaoouiage this hermaphrodite mode <^ dress ; fer 
really, if the feshion tidce, we poor bachelorB will be utterly at « 
loss to distinguish a woman fitun a man. Pray let me know yoor 
opink)n, sir, whether a lady who wean a man*8 hat and spatter 
dashes before maffiage^ may not be 1^ toTMorp some oilier aiticia 
of hte ^eas :i^kerwardB. Your humble servant 



The other nig^ at Bidbaid the Third, last behind three gentte' 
men who talked very feud on the 8al]ject of Bicfaard^ woomg Lady 
Ann direcfly in the fine of bia Crimea against that lady. One of 
them dedared sooh an omiatand aoene would be booted at in 
China. Play, sir, was that Mr. Wiaafd ? 



P. & ThsgeidlamanlalludetohadapodcetglaaB^andwan 
hishaarfigtoiiedbehmdbyatQftQifleaheaooiidb^with two teeth 



ICB. lYEBaUK, 

Sir,-^Beh)g a Uttie curious in the aifeira of the toilette, I was 
much interested by the sage Mustapha's remarics, in your last num- 
ber, eonceming the art of manufecturing a modem fine lae^y. I 
weidd have you caution your fiik readeni, however, to be tery 
careftil in the management of their machinery; as a dei^onble 
accident hai^sened, kist assembly, in consequence of the andiitec- 
ture of a lady's figure not bemg sufficiently strong, in llie middle 
of one of ihe cotillions, tJie company was suddcoaly alarmed by a 
teemendoos crash at the lower end of the room; andoncfowding 
to Had place, disoorered that it was a fine figure whieh had un- 
fortunate^ broken down fi!omtoo great exertion hi apigeon wing. 
B^ great good luck I seeued the corset, fKhkk I earned home in 
tninaph; aadtiw next morning had it publicly dissected, and a 
lecture ri^ad on it at Surgeon's HalL I have aince commenced a 
dissertation on the subject ; in which I shall treat of the siqwfforit^ 
of those figures aasnufectored by steel, stay-tape, and whale-bone^ 
to those formed by dame natures I shidl show dear^ that the 
Yeotts de Medieis has no pretension to beao^ d fimn, as ahe 
never wore sti^fl, and her waist is in exact prc^MTtion to the mt 
of her body. I shall inquire into the mysteriea of compreawn, 
and how tight a figure can be laoed without danger of feinting; 
and whether it wmUd not be adviaeahle fly a lady, when 4 
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for * htH, to be attended by the fiuxuly physician ; as culprits are 
when tortured on the rack, to know how much more nature will 
endure. I shall prove that ladies have diaoovered the secret of 
that notorious juggler, who offered to squeeze himself into a quart 
bottle ; and I shaJl demonstrate, to the satisfihctioa of every &8h- 
ionable reader, that there is a certain degree of heroism in par- 
chasing a preposterously slender waist at the expense of an old 
age of decrepitude and rheumatics. This dissertation shall be 
published, as soon as finished, and distributed gratis among board- 
ing-school madams, and all worthy matrons who are ambitious 
that their daughters should sit straight, move like clock-work, and 
** do credit to tilieir bringing up." In the mean time, I have hung 
up the skeleton of the corset in the museum beside a dissected 
weazle and a stuffed alligator ; where it may be inspected by all 
those naturalists who are fond of studying the "human form di- 
vine." Yours, &c 

JULtAK OOGHOIJS. 

p. S. By accurate calculation I find it is dangerous for a fine 
figure, when foil dressed, to pronounce a word of mwe than three 
syllables. Fine Figure, if in love, may indulge in a gentie sigh ; 
but a sob is hazardous. Fine Figure may smile with ctefety, may 
even venture as far as a giggle ; but must never risk a loud laugh. 
Figure must never play the part of a confidante ; as at a lea-par^, 
some fine evenings since, a young lady whose unparalleled impal- 
pability of waist was the envy of the drawing-room, burst with an 
important secret and had three ribs^ of her corset! fractured on 
the spot 

IIK. EVBBIJBXBN, 

Sir, — ^I am one of those industrious gemmen who labor hard to 
obtain currency in the £susduonable woHd. I have went to great 
expense m little boots, short veotSy and long breeches; — ^my coat 
is regularly imported, per stage,, from Philadelphia^ duly insured 
against all rislos, and my boots are smuggled from Bond-street. I 
have lounged in Broadway with one of the most (9t>oked walking 
stidcs I could procure, and have sported a pair of salmon-colored 
small clothes, and flame-colored stockingB, at everjr concert and 
ball to which I could purchase admission. Being affeared that I 
mi^t possibly appear to less advantage as a pedestrian, in conse- 
quence of my being rather short and a little bandy, I have lately 
hired a tall horse with cropped ears and a cocked tail, on which I 
have joined the cavalcade c^ pretty gemmen, who exhibit bright 
stiiTups every fine morning in Broadway, and take a canter of two 
miles per day, at the rata^f 300 dollars per annum. But, sir, all 
this expense has been laid out in vain, for I can eoaicely get a 
partner at an assembly, or an invitation to a tea-party. Pray, sir, 
inform me what more I can do to acquire admission into the true 
stylish drdee^ and whether it would not be adviseable to ehartar 
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a ooRide Sot a-month and >ftye my cgrpher put on it» as Is dme 
hj certain daahen of my acquaintanoa. 

Yours to aenre, 

XALTOUO DUB8ISB. 



TEA, 

A FOKM. 

mac na ksvl oi* pihdab cxxsLOfr, xbq. 

And eametOy recommended to ihe attention of aU Maidene of a 
oeriainage. 

Old time^ my dear gir]% is a kna^e who in truth 
From the fiurest of beauties will pilfer their youth ; 
Who, by constant attention and wily deceit^ 
F<»r ever is coaxing some grace to retreat; 
And, like crafty seducer, with 8idt>t&e approach, 
The further indulged, will still further encroadi. 
Since this ^* thief of the world '' has made off with your tokKm^ 
And left you some score of stale yean in its room — 
Has depriy'd you of all those gay dreams, that would dance 
In your brains at fifteen, and your bosoms entrance ; 
And has Ibrc'd you almost to renounce, in despair, 
The hope of a husband's affection and car»*- 
Since such is the case, and a esse rather hard I 
Permit one who holds you Sn speeiai rqprd, 
To furnish such hints in your loreless estate 
As may shelter your names from distraetion and hate. 
Too often our maidens grow aged, I ween, 
Indulge to excess in the woridngs (tf spleen; 
And at times, whm annoy'd by the slights of manMnd, 
Work off their resentment-^by speaking their mind: 
Assemble together in snuff-taking dan, 
And hold round the tea-urn a tolenm divan. 
A oonirention of tattliag^-Hi tea-party higfat, 
Which, like meeting of witdiee, is brew'd up at night 
Where each matron amves, fraught with tales of surprise^ 
With knowing suspicion and doubtfhl surmise ; 
Like the broomstick whirl'd hags that appear in Macbeth, 
Each bearing some reUc of venom or death, 
" To stir up the toil and to double the trouble, 
That fire may bum, and that eacddnm may bubble." 
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When the party oommenoeB, aH sfcaiehM nd «& glum, 
Tbej talk of the weather, their oorns^ ov ait mam : 
They will tell you of camlaic^ of libttads, of laoe, 
How cheap they were aold—find wtU name yoa the place. 
They disooorse qt their oolds, and they hem and thciy oohjB^ 
And complain of their aerrants to paaa the time off; 
Or list to the tale of some doating Tnamma 
How her ten weeks <^d htAty will laogh and aay taal 

But tea, that enlivener of wit and ^ aool-* 
More loquacious by far than the draaghte of the bowli 
Soon nnlooaena the tongne and enlivens the mind, 
And enlightens their eyes to the fiuihs of mankmd. 

'Twas thus with the Pythia^ who aerred at the fiiont 
Tliat flow'd near the fiu>&med FamasBiaa moont^ 
While the steam was inhal'd of tiie snlphnric apiiDg^ 
Her vision expanded, her &aciy took wing:— - 
By its aid she pronounced the oraoolar i^ 
That Apollo commanded his sons to fidfiL 
But alasl the sad vestal, peiforming the rite^ 
Appeared like a demon — ^teniflo to aigbt 

E'en the priests of Apollo averted their eyes, 
And the temple of Delphi resounded her cries. 
But quitting the nymph of the tripod of yore, 
We return to Ihe dames of the tea>pot once morei 

In harmless chitrchat an acquaintance they roaeC^ 
And serve up a friend, as they serve up a toast; 
Some gentle faux pas, or some fbmale mistake^ 
Is like sweetmeats ddioious, or relished as cake ; 
A bit of broad scandal is like a dry crost^ 
It would stick in the throat, so they bixtter it flist, 
With a little affected good-natare, and cry 
" No body regrets the thing deeper than L** 
Our young ladies nibble a good name in play 
As for pastime they nibble a biscuit away: 
While with shrugs and surmises, the toothless eld dmi 
As she mumbles a crust she will mumble a naoM. 
And as the fell sisters astonished the Soot, 
In predicting of Banquo's descendants the lot, 
Making shadows of kings, amid flashes of light, 
To appear in array and to frown in his sight, 
So they coojure up spectres all hideous in hue. 
Which, as shades of their neighbors, are passed in renew. 

The wives of our cits of inferior degree, 
Will soak up repute in a little bohea ; 
The potion is vulgar, and vulgar the slang 
With which on their neighbors' defects th^ haniigiM; 
But the scandal improves, a refinement in wroogl 
As our matrons are richer and rise to souohooff . 
With hyaon— ft beverage Hiof s stitt man nmd, 
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Our ladles «f faahioii enfiTen thdr miad, 
And bj nods, inuendoeS) and hinte, and what noty 
Bepntatiomi and tea swd together ta pot^ 
While madam in cambrics amd laoes array'd, 
With her plate and her Hveries in splendid parade, 
Will drink in Imperial a friend at a sap^ 
Or in gunpowder blow them b^ dozens all up. 
Ah me I how I groan when with full swelling saO 
Wafted stately along by the &yoring gale^ 
A China ship proudly arrives in our bay, 
Displaying her streamers and blazing away. 
OhI more fell to our port, is the cargo she beam, 
Than grenadoes, torpedoes, or warlike affairs: 
Eadi diest is a bombshell thrown into our town 
To shatter repute and bring character down. 

Ye Samquas, ye Gbinquas, Ohouquas, so free, 
Who discharge on our coast your cursed quantums of tea^ 
Oh think, as ye waft the sad weed from your strand, 
Of the plagues and vexations ye deal to our land. 
As the Upas' dread breath, o'er the i^ain where it fliefl^ 
Bmpoisons and Masts each green blade that may rise, 
So, wherever the leaves of your shrubs find their way, 
The social affections soon suffer decay : 
Like to Java's drear waste they embarren the heart, 
Till the blossoms of love and of friendship depart 

Ah, ladies, and was it by heaven designed. 
That ye should be merciful, loving and Idnd f 
Did it form you like angels, and send you below 
To prophesy peace— to bid charity flow t 
And have ye thus left your primeval estate^ 
And wandered so widely — so strangely of late ? 
Alas I the sad cause I too plaiidy can aoo 
These evils have all come upon you through teal 
Cursed weed, that can make our fair spirits resign 
The charaeter mild of their mission divine ; 
That can blot from their bosoms that tenderness true, 
Whidi from female to female for ever is due t 
Oh, how nice is the texture— how fragile the frame 
Of that delicate blossom, a female's fidr feme I 
*T\a the sensitive plant, it recoils from the breath 
And shrinks from the touch as if pregnant "wiQi death. 
How often, how often, has innocence sigh'd ; 
Has beauty been reft of its honor-— its pride ; 
Has virtue, though pure as an angel of %h1^ 
Been painted as dark as a demon of night: 
All offered up victims, an atOo defsj 
At the gloomy oabaleh— the dark orgies of tea I 

If i; m the remnant that's left me of life. 
Am to suffer ^e focments of slanderoas strife^ 
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Let me fall, I implore, in the slang- whanger's daw, 
Where the evil is open, and subject to law. 
Not nibbled, and nAimbled, and put to the rack. 
By the sly underminings of tea party dack : 
Condemn me, ye gods, to a newspaper roastinjg. 
But spare me 1 oh, spare me, a tea table toasting I 
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NO. XX.— MONDAY, JANUARY 26, 1808. 

FROM MY BLBOW-OHAIR 

JEMrMiMfm Auao m<M etmcede labortm, Ynto. 

•* Soft fon, a word or two before we part." 

Ik this season of festivity, when the gate of time swings open 
on its hinges, and an honest ro87-&ced New-Year comes waddling 
in, like a joUy &t-8ided alderman, loaded with good wishes, good 
humor, and minced pies; — at this joyous era it has been the 
custom, from time immemorial, in th& ancient and respectable city, 
for periodical writers, from reverend, gravc^ and potent essayists 
like ourselves I down to the humble but industrious editors of 
magazines, reviews, and newspapers, to tender their subscribers 
the compliments of the season; and when they have slily thawed 
their hearts with a little of the sunshine of fliftttery, to conclude 
by delicately dunning them for their arrears of subscription 
money. In like manner the carriers of newspapers, who xm- 
doubtedly belong to the ancient and honorable order of literati, 
do regularly at the commencement of the year, salute their 
patrons with abundance of excellent advice, conveyed in exceed- 
ing good poetry, for which the aforesaid good-natured patrons are 
weil plea»9d to pay them exactly twenty-five cents. In walking 
the streets I am every day saluted witifi good vrishes from old 
gray-headed negroes, whom I never recollect to have seen before; 
and it was but a few days ago, that I was called to receive the 
compliments of an ugly old woman, who last spring vras employed 
by Mrs. Cockloft to whitewash my room and put things in order; 
a phrase which, if rightly understood, means little else than hud- 
dling every thing into holes and comers, so that if I want to find 
any particular article, it is, in the language of an humble but ex- 
pressive sajring, — "looking for a needle in a haystack." Not 
recognizing my visitor, I demanded by what authority she wished 
me a " Happy New Year 1" Her claim was one of the weakest 
she could have urged, for I have an innate and mortal antipathy 
to this custom of putting things to rights ; — so giving the old 
vritch a pistareen, I desired her forthwith to mount her broom- 
stick, and ride off as fast as possible. 

Of all the various ranks of society, the bakers alone, to theur 
Immortal honor be it recorded, depart fix>m this practice of making 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



salmXsundi. 231 

a market of congratulations; and, in addition to always allowing 
thirteen to the dozen, do with great IH;)eralit7, instead of drawing 
on the purses of their customers at the New Year, present them 
with divers large, fair, spiced cakes ; which, like the shield of 
Achilles, or an Egyptian oheiisk, are adorned with figures of a 
variety of strange airimals, that, in their conformation, out-marvel 
all the wild wonders of nature. 

This honest gray-beard custom of setting apart a certain por- 
tion of this good-for-nothing existence for the purposes of cordi- 
ality, social merriment, and good chew, is one of the inestimable 
relics handed down to us from our worthy Dutch ancestors. In 
I)erusing one of the manuacripts from my wo^y grand&ther^ 
mahogany chest of drawers, I find the new year was celebrated 
with great festivity during that golden age of our city, when the 
reins of government were held by the renowned Rip Yan Bam, 
who always did honor to the season by seeing out the old year; 
a ceremony which consisted in plying his guests with bumpers, 
until not one of them was capable of seeing. "Truly," observes 
my grandfether, who was generally of these parties — " Truly, he 
was a moat stately and magnificent burgomaster t inasmudfi, as 
he did right lustily carouse it with his mends about new-year ; 
roasting huge quantities of turkeys : baking innumerable min(^ 
pyes ; and smacking the lips of all fkir ladies the which he did 
meet, with such stiutly emphasis that the same might have been 
heard the distance of a stone's throw." In his days, according to 
my grand&tlier, first wero invented these notable cakes, bight new- 
year-oookies, which originally were impressed on one side with the 
honest burly countenance of the illustrious Bip: and on the other 
with that of the noted St Nicholas, vulgarly called Santadaus; 
— of all the saints in the kalendar the most venerated by true 
Hollanders, and their unsophisticated descendants. These cakes 
are to this time given on the first of January to all visitors, to- 
gether with a glass of cherry-bounce, or raspberry-brandy. It is 
with great regret, however, I observe that the sunplicity of this 
venerable usage has been much violated by modem pretenders to 
style I and our respectable new-year-oookies, and cherry-bounce, 
elbowed aside by plum-cake and outlandish Uqueurs^ in the same 
way that our worthy old Dutch fiunilies are out-dazzled by modem 
upstarts, and mushroom cockneys. 

In addition to this divine origin of new-year festivity, there is 
something exquisitely grateful, to a good-natured mind, in seeing 
every face dressed in mniles; — ^in hearing the oft-repeated saluta- 
tions that flow spontaneously firom the heart to the lips ; — in be- 
holding the poor, for once, enjoying the smiles of plenty, and for- 
getting the cares which press hard upon them, in the jovial 
-revebry of the feelings ; — ^the young children decked out in their 
Sunday clothes, and freed from their only cares, the cares of the 
school, tripping through the streets on errands of pleasure ; and 
even the very negroes, those holiday-loving rogues, gorgeNmisly 
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arrayed in cast-off finery, oottected in juntos, at comers, display- 
ing their white teeth, and making the welkin ring with bursts of 
laughter, loud enough to crack even the icy cheek of old winter. 
There is something so pleasant in all this, that I confess it would 
give me real pain, to behold the frigid influence of modem style 
cheating us of this jubilee of the heart ; and converting it, as it 
does every other article of social intercourse, into an idle and 
unmeaning ceremony. 'Tis the annual festival of good-humor; 
it comes in the dead of winter, when nature is without a charm, 
when our pleasures are contracted to the fireedde, and where 
everything that unlocks the icy fetters of the heart, and sets the 
genial current fbwing, should be cherished, as a stray lamb found 
in the wilderness; or a flower blooming among thorns and briars. 

Animated by these sentiments, it is with peculiar satis&ction 
I perceived that the last new-year was kept with more than ordi- 
nary enthusiasm. It seemed as if the good old times had rolled 
back again, and brought with them all the honest, unceremonious 
intercourse of those golden days, when people were more open 
and sincere, more moral and more hospitable than now ; — ^when 
every object carried about it a charm which the hand of time has 
stolen away, or turned to a deformity ; when the women were 
more simple, more domestic, more lovely, and more true; and 
when even the sun, like a hearty old blade as he is, shone with a 
genial lustre unknown in these degenerate days : — ^in short, those 
&iry times when I was a madcap boy, crowding every enjoyment 
into the present moment ; — ^making of the past an oblivion ; of 
the future a heaven ; and careless of all that was " Over the hills 
and far away." Only one thing was wanting to make every part 
of the celebration accord with its ancient simplicity. The ladies, 
who, I write it with the most piercing regret, are generally at the 
head of all domestic innovations, most fastidiously refused that 
mark of good will, that chaste and holy salute which was so 
fashionable in the happy days of Governor Rip and the patriarchs. 
Even the Miss Cocklofts, who belong to a family that is the last 
entrenchment behind which the manners of the good old sdiool 
have retired, made violent opposition ; and whenever a gentle- 
man entered the room, immediately put themselves in a posture 
of defence. This, Will Wizard, with his usual shrewdness, insists 
was only to give the visitor a hint that they expected an attack: 
and declares he has uniformly observed, that the resistance of 
those ladies, who make the greatest noise and bustle, is most 
easily overcome. This sad innovation originated with my good 
aunt Charity, who was as arrant a tabby as ever wore whiskers; 
and I am not a little afflicted to find that she has found so many 
followers, even among the young and beautiful. 

In compliance with an ancient and venerable custom, sano 
tioned by time and our ancestors, and more especially by my owi 
inclinations, I will take this opportunity to salute my reader! 
with as many good wishes as I can possibly spare ; for, in trutl 
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I haye been so prodigal of late, that I have but few remaining. I 
should have offered my congratulations sooner; but, to be candid, 
having made the last new-year's campaign, according to custom, 
imder cousin Christopher, in which I have seen some pretty hard 
service, my head has been somewhat out of order of late, and 
my intellects rather cloudy for dear writing. Besides, I may 
allege as another reason, that I have deferred my greetings until 
this day, which is exactly one year since we introduced ourselves 
to the public ; and surely periodical writers have the same right 
of dating from the commencement of their workSy that monarchs 
have from the time of their coronation, or our most puissant 
republic, from the declaration of its independence. 

These good wishes are warmed into more than usual benevo- 
lence by the thought that I am now, perhaps, addressing my 
old friends for the last time. That we should thus cut off our 
work in the very vigor of its existence, may excite some little 
matter of wonder in this enlightened community. Now, though 
we could give a variety of good reasons for so doing, yet it would 
be an ill-natured act to deprive the public of such an admirable 
opportunity to indulge in their favorite amusement of conjecture ; so 
we generously leave them to flounder in the smooth ocean of glo- 
rious uncertainty. Besides, we have ever considered it as beneath 
persons of our dignity to account for our movements or caprices ; — 
thank heaven we are not like the unhappy rulers of this enlight- 
ened land, accountable to the mob for our actions, or dependent 
on their smiles for support I — ^this much, however, we will say, it 
is not for want of subjects that we stop our career. We are not 
in the situation of poor Alexander the Great, who wept, as well 
indeed he might, because there were no more worlds to conquer; 
for, to do justice to this queer, odd, rantipole city, and this whim- 
sical country, there is matter enough in them to keep our risible 
muscles and our pens going till doomsday. 

Most people, in taking a &Tewell which may, perhaps, be for 
ever, are anxious to part on good terms; and it is usual, on such 
melancholy occasions, for even enemies to shake hands, forget 
their previous quarrels, and bury all former animosities in parting 
regrets. Now, because most people do this, I am determined to 
act in quite a different way; for, as I have lived, so I should wish 
to die, in my own way, without imitating any person, whatever 
may be his rank, talents, or reputation. Besides, if I know our 
trio, we have no enmities to obliterate, no hatchet to bury, and as 
to all injuries — those we have long since forgiven. At this mo- 
ment there is not an individual m the world, not even the Pope 
himself to whom we have any personal hostility. But i£, shut- 
ting their eyes to the many striking proofs of good nature display- 
ed through the whole course of this WOTk, there should be any 
persons so smgularly ridiculous as to take offence at our stric- 
tures, we heartily forgive their stupidity; earnestly entreating 
them to defflst from all manifestations of ill-humor, lest they 
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should, peradventure, be dajised under som9 one of the denomi- 
nationa of recreants, we have felt it our duty to hold up to pub- 
lic ridicule. Even at this moment, we feel a glow of parting 
philanthropy stealing. upon us; — a sentiment of oordial good will 
towards the numerous host of readers that have jogged on at our 
heels during the last year; and in justice to ourselves must seri- 
ously protest, that if at any time we have treated them a little 
ungently, it was purely in that spirit of hearty affection, with 
which a schoolnuister drubs an imlucky urchin, or a humane 
muleteer his recreant animal, at the very moment when his heart 
is brimful of loving kindness. If this is not considered an ample 
justification, so much the worse ; for in that case I fear we shall 
remain for ever unjustified; — a most desperate extremity, and 
worthy of every man's conmoiseration I 

One circumstance, in particular, has tickled us mightily as we 
jogged along; and that is, the astonishing secrecy with which we 
have been able to carry on our lucubrations I fully aware of the 
profound sagacity (^ the public of Gotham, and their wondeiful 
faculty of d^tinguishhig a writer by his style, it is with great 
self-congratulation we find that suspicion has never pointed tons 
as the authors of SalmagundL Our gray-beard speculations have 
been most bountifully attributed to sundry smart young gentle- 
men, who, for aught we know, have no beards at all; and we 
have often been highly amused, when they were charged with the 
sin of writing what their harmless minds never conceived; to see 
them affect all the blushing modesty and beautiful embarrassment 
of detected virgin autiiors. The profound and penetrating public^ 
havmg so long been led away from truth and nature by a con- 
stant perusal of those delectable histories^ and romances, from 
beyond seas, in which human nature is, for the most part^ wick- 
edly mangled and debauched, have never once imagined this 
work was a genuine and most authentic history ; that the Cock- 
Idts were a real £unily, dwelling in the city; — spaying scot and 
lot, entitled to the right of suffrage^ and holding several reepectsr 
ble ofGlces in the corporation. As little do they suspect that 
there is a knot of merry old bach^ors seated snugly in the old-&- 
shioned parlor <^ an old-&shioned Dutch house, with a weathe^ 
cock on the top that came from Holland ; who amuse themselves 
of an evening by laughing at their neighbors, in an honest way, 
and who manage to jog on through the streets of our ancient and 
venerable city, without elbowing or being dbowed by a living 
souL 

When we first adopted the idea of discontinuing this woric, we 
determined, in order to ^ve the critics a fair opportunity for djs* 
section, to declare ourselves, one and aU, absolutely defunct; for, 
it is one of the rare and invaluable privileges of a periodical wri- 
ter, that by an act of innocent suicide he may lawfully consign 
himself to the grave, and cheat the world of posthumous renown. 
But we abandoned this scheme for many substantial reasons. In 
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the first place, we care but little fbr the opinion of critics, who 
we consider a kind of freebooters in the republic of letters ; who^ 
like deer, goats, and divers other granunivorous animals, gain 
subsistence by gorging upon the buds and leaves of the young 
shrubs of the forest, thereby robbing them of their verdure, and 
retarding their progress to maturity. It also occurred to us, that 
though an author might lawfully, in all countries, kill himself 
outright; yet this privilege did not extend to the raismg himself 
from the dead, if he was ever so anxious ; and all that is left him 
in such a case, is to take the benefit of the metempsychosis act, 
and revive under a new name and form. 

Far be it, therefore, from us to condemn ourselves to useless 
embarrassments, should we ever be disposed to resume the guar*- 
dianship of this learned city of Grotham, and finish this invaluable 
work, which is yet but half completed. "We hereby openly and 
seriously declare, that we are not dead, but intend, if it pleases 
Providence, to live for many years to come ; — ^to ei^y life with 
the genuine relish of honest souls; careless of riches, honors, and 
every thing but a good name, among good fellows ; and with the 
full expectation of'shufflmg off the remnant of existence, after the 
excellent &shion of that merry Grecian, who died laughing. 



TO THE LADIES. 

BT ANTHONY EYEBaSHEN, QENT. 

Next to our bemg a knot of independent old bachelors, there 
is nothing on which we pride ourselves more highly than upon 
possessing that true chivaMc spirit of gallantry, which distin- 
guished the days of king Arthur, and his valiant knights 6£ the 
Round-table. We cannot, therefore, leave the lists wh«^ we have 
so long been tilting at foUy, without giving a &rewell salutation 
to those noble dames and beauteous damsels who have honored 
us with their presence at the tourney. like true knights, the 
only recompense we crave is the smile of beauty, and the appro- 1 
bation of {hose gentle fiur ones, whose smile and whose approbsr' 
tion fkr excels all the trophies of honor, and all the rewards of 
succesalul ambition. True it is, that we have suf^ed infinite 
perils, in standing forth as their champioxis, flrcnn the sly attacks 
of sundry arch caitiffs, who, in the overflowings of their mahgnity, 
have even accused us of entering the lists as defenders of the very 
foibles and faults of the sex. — ^Would that we could meet with 
these recreants hand to hand ; — ^they should receive no more quar- 
ter than giants and enchanters in romance. ^ ^^ ^ GooqIc 
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Had we a spark of vanity in onr natures, here is a glorious 
occasion to show our skill in refuting these illiberal insinuations ; 
—but there is something manly, and ingenuous, in making an 
honest confession of one's offences when about retuing fix>m the 
world ; — and so, without any more ado, we doff our h^mets and 
thus pablidy plead guilty to the deadly sin of good katube ; 
hoping and expecting forgiveness from our good natured readers, 
-—yet careless whether they bestow it or not. And in this we do 
but imitate sundry condemned criminals; who, findmg themselves 
convicted of a capital crime, with great openness and candor, do 
generally in their last dying speech make a confession of all their 
previous offences, which confession is always read with great 
delight by all true lovers of biography. 

Still, however, notwithstanding our notorious devotion to the 
gentle sex and our indulgent partiality, we have endeavored, on 
divers occasions, with all the poh'te and becoming delicacy of true 
respect, to reckdm them firom many of those delusive follies and 
unseenily peccadilloes in which they are unhappily too prone to 
indulge. We have warned them against the sad consequenoes of 
encountering our midnight damps and withering wintry blasts ; 
— we have endeavored, with pious hands, to snatch them from 
the wildering mazes of the waltz, and thus rescuing them from 
the arms of strangers, to restore them to the bosoms of their 
friends ; to preserve them from the nakedness, the &mine^ the 
cobweb muiSins, the vinegar cruet, the corset, the stay-tape, the 
buckram, and all the other miseries and racks of a fine figpue. 
But, above all, we have endeavored to lure them from the mazes 
of a dissipated world, where they wander about, careless of tbeir 
value, until they lose their original worth ; — and to restore them 
before it is too late, to the saSred asylum of home, the soil most 
congenial to the opening blo^om of female loveliness ; where it 
blooms and expands in safety, in the fostering sunshine of mater- 
nal affection, and where its heavenly 9weets are best known and 
appreciated. 

Modem philosophers may determine the proper destmation of 
the sex ; — ^they may assign to them an extensive and brilliant 
orbit, in which to revolve, to the delight of the million and the 
confusion of man's superior intellect ; but when on this subject 
we disclaim philosophy, and appeal to the higher tribunal of the 
heart ; — and what heart that had not lost its better feelings, would 
ever seek to repose its happiness on the bosom of one, whose 
pleasures all lay without the threshold of home ; — ^who snatched 
enjoyment only in the whirlpool of dissipation, and amid the 
thoughtless and evanescent gayety of a ball-room. The feir one 
who is for ever in the career of amusement, may for a while daz- 
zle, astonish, and entertain ; but we are content with coldly ad- 
nainng; and fondly turn from glitter and noise, to seek the happy 
Son? ^ ^^^ ^®' *^®^® ^ confide our dearest and best aflfeo. 
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Yet some there are, and we delight to mention them, who min- 
gle freely with the world, unsullied by its contaminations ; whose 
brilliant minds, like the stars of the firmament, are destined to 
shed their light abroad and gladden every beholder with their 
radiance ; — ^to withhold them from the world, would be doing it 
injustice ; — they are inestimable gems, which were never formed 
to be shut up in caskets ; but to be the pride and ornament of ele- 
gant society. 

We have endeavored always to discriminate between a female 
of this superior order, and the thoughtless votary of pleasure ; who, 
destitute of intellectual resources, is servilely dependant on others 
for every little pittance of enjoyment ; who exhibits herself inces- 
santly amid the noise, the giddy frolic, and capricious variety of 
£9ehionable assemblages; dissipating her languid affections on a 
crowd ; lavishing her ready smiles with indiscriminate prodigality 
on the worthy, or the undeserving; and listening with equal va- 
cancy of mind, to the conversation of the enlightened, the frivolity 
of the coxcomb, and the flourish of the fiddle-stick. 

There is a certain artificial polish, — a conmion-place vivacity 
acquired by perpetually mingling in the beau monde; which, in 
the commerce of the world, supplies the place of natural suavity 
of good humor : but is purchased at the expense of all original 
and sterling traits of character. By a kind of fashionable disci- 
pline, the eye is taught to brighten, the Mp to smile, and the whole 
countenance to emanate with the semblance of fiiendly welcome, 
while the bosom is unwarmed by a single spark of genuine kind- 
ness, or good will. This elegant simulation may be admired by 
the connoisseur of human character, as a perfection of art ; but the 
heart is not to be deceived by the sup^cial illusion; it turns 
with delight to the timid retiring &ir one, whose smile is the smile 
of nature ; whose blush is the soft suffusion of delicate sensibility; 
and whose affections, unblighted by the chilling effects of dissipa- 
tion, glow with all the tenderness and purity of artless youth. 
Her's is a singleness of mind, a native innocence of manners, and 
a sweet timidity, that steal insensibly upon the heart, and lead it 
a willing captive ; — ^though venturing occasionally among the feiry 
haunts of pleasure, she shrinks from the broad glare of notoriety, 
and seems to seek refuge among her friends, even from the admi- 
ration of the world- 

These observations bring to mind a little allegory in one of the 
manuscripts of the sage Mustapha, whidi, being in some measure 
applicable to the subject of this essay, we transcribe fbr the benefit 
of our fair readers. 

Among the numerous race of the Bedouins, who people the vast 
tracts of Arabia Deserta, is a small tribe, remarkable for their 
habits of solitude and love of independence. They are of a ram- 
bling disposition, roving from waste to waste, slaking their thirst 
at such scanty pools as are found in those cheerless plains, and 
glory in the unenvied liberty they enjoy. A youthful Arab of 
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this tribe, a simple son of nature, at length growing weary of his 
precarious and unsettled mode of life, determined to set out in 
search of some permanent abode. "I will seek," said he, '^some 
happj region, some generous dime, where the dews of heaven 
diffuse fertility ; — I will find out some un&iling stream ; and, for- 
saking the joyless life of my forefathers, se^e on its borders, 
dispose my mind to gentle pleasures and tranquil enjoyments, and 
never wander more." 

Enchanted wilii this picture of pastoral felicity, he departed 
from the tents of his companions ; and having journeyed during 
five days, on the sixth, as the sun was just rising in all the splen- 
dors of the east, he lifted up his eyes and beheld extended before 
him, in smUing luxuriance, the fertile regions of Arabia the Happy. 
Gently swelli^ hills, tjolled with blooming groves, swept down 
into luxuriant vales, enamelled with flowers of never withering 
beauty. The sun, no longer darting his rays with torrid fervor, 
beamed with a genial warmth that gladdened and enriched the 
landscape. A pure and temperate serenity, an air of voluptuous 
repose, a smile of contented abundance, pervaded the &ce of 
nature ; and every zephyr breathed a thousand delicious odor& 
The soul of the youthful wanderer expanded with delight; — he 
raised his eyes to heaven, and almost nungled with his tribute of 
gratitude, a sigh of regret that he had lingered so long amid the 
sterile solitudes of the desert. 

With f<»Ld impatience he hastened to make choice of a stream 
where he might fix his habitation, and taste the promised sweets 
of this land of delight. But here commenced an unforeseen per- 
plexity ; for, though he beheld innumerable streams on every side, 
yet not one could he .find which completely answered his high 
raised expectations. One abounded with wild and picturesque 
beauty, but it was capricious and unsteady in its course ; some- 
times dashing its angry billows against the rocks, and often raging 
and overflowing its banks. Another flowed smoothly along, with* 
out even a rip^e or a murmur ; but its bottom was soft and muddy, 
and its current dull and sluggish. A third was pure and transpa- 
rent| but its waters were of a chilhng coldness, and it had rocks 
and flints in its bosom. A fourth was dulcet in its tinklings, and 
gracefttl in its meanderings; but it had a cloying sweetness that 
palled upon the taste ; while a fifth possessed a sparkling vivacity, 
and a pungency of flavor, that deterred the wanderer from repeat- 
ing his draught. 

The youtWid Bedouin began to weary with finiitiess trials and 
repeated disappointments, when his attention was suddenly 
attracted by a lively brook 'v^ose danciag waves gUttered in the 
sunbeams, and whose prattling current communicated an air of 
bewitching gayety to the surrounding landscape. The heart of the 
wayworn traveller beat with expectation; but on regarding it 
attentively in its course, he found that it constantiy avoided the 
embowering shade ; loitering with equal fondness, whether gliding 
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through the rich valley, or over the barren sand; — ^that the fra- 
grant flower, the fruitful shrub, and the worthless bramble were 
alike fostered by its waves, and that its current was often inter- 
rupted by unprofitable weeds. With idle ambition it expanded 
itself beyond its proper bounds, and spread into a shallow waste 
of water, destitute of beauty or utility, and babMmg along with 
uninteresting vivacity and vapid turbulenca 

The wandering son of the desert turned away with a sigh of 
regret, and pitied a stream whi<^ if content within its natural 
limits, might have been the pride of the valley, and the object of 
all his wishes. Pensive, musing, and disappointed, he slowly pur- 
sued his now almost hopeless pilgrimage, and had rambled for 
some time along the margin of a gentle rivulet, before he becsune 
sensible of its beauties. It was a sunple pastoral stream, which, 
shunnmg the noonday glare, pursued its unobtrusive course 
through retired and tranquil vales ; — ^now dimplmg among flowery 
banks and tufted shrubbc^ry; now winding among spicy groves, 
whose aromatic foliage fondly bent down to meet the limpid wave. 
Sometknes, but not oft»n, it would venture from its covert to stray 
through a flowery meadow; but quickly, as if fearful of being 
seen, stole back again into Its more congenial shade, and there 
lingered with sweet delay. Wherever it bent its course, the &C6 
of nature brightened into smiles, and a perennial spring reignee 
upon its borders. The warblers of the woodland delighted to quit 
their recesses and carol among its bowers ; while the turtle-dove 
the timid &wn, the soft-eyed gazelle, and all the rural populace,' 
who joy in the sequestered haunts of nature, resorted to its vicinity. 
Its pure transparent waters rolled over snow-white sands, and 
heaven itself was reflected in its tranquil bosom. 

The simple Arab threw himself upon its verdant margin ; — ^he 
tasted the silver tide, and it was like nectar to his lips; — he 
bounded with transport, for he had found the object of his way- 
faring. " Here," cried he, " will I pitch my tent : — here will I 
pass my days ; for pure^ oh fair stream, is thy gentle current ; 
beauteous are thy borders; and the grove must be a paradise 
that is refreshed by thy meanderings !" 



Pendant opera inUrmpta. Tim. 

The work^B aU aback. Line. Fm. 

" How hard it is," exdauns the divine Gon-fiits^ better known 
among the illiterate by the name of Confucius, " for a man to bite 
off his own nose 1" At this moment I, William Wizard, eeq^ fysH 
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the fiill force of tlBs remark, aad cannot but gire vent to my tri- 
bi^ation at being obliged, through the whim of friend Langgtafi^ to 
stop short in mj literary career, when at the very point of asto- 
nixing my country, and reaping the brightest lanrelk of Uterature. 
We daily hear of sh^swrecks, of Mures and bankruptcies ; they 
are trifling mishaps which, from their frequency, excite but little 
astonishment or sympathy ; but it is not often that we hear of a 
man's letting inmuntaUty slip through his fingers ; and when he 
does meet with such a misfortune, who would deny him the oom- 
fort of bewailing his calamity ? 

Next to embargo, laid upon our commerce, the greatest public 
annoyance is the embargo laid upon our work; in consequence of 
whi<^ the produce of my wits, like that of my country, must re- 
main at home; and my ideas, like so many merchantmen in port, 
or redoubtable frigates m the Potomac, moulder away in the mud 
of my own brain. I know of few things in this world more annoy- 
ing than to be interrupted in the middle of a &yorite story, at the 
most interesting part, where one expects to shine ; or to have a 
conyersation broken off just when you are about coming out, with 
a score of excellent jokes^ not one of which but was g(rad enough 
to make eyery fine figure in corsets literally spht her sides with 
laughter. In some such predicament am I plao^ at present ; and 
I 60 protest to you, my good-looking and well beloyed readers^ 
by the chop-sticks of the immortal Josh, I was on the yery brink 
of treatmg you with a full broadside of the most ingenious and 
instructiye essays that your precious noddles were eyer bothered 
with. 

In the fiivt place, I had, with infinite labor and pains, and by 
consulting the diyine Plato, Sanconiathon, Apollonius Rhodiua, 
Sir John Harrington, Noah Webster, linkum FideUus, and others^ 
fiiUy refuted all those wild theories respecting the first settlement 
of our yenerable country; and preyed, beyond contradiction, that 
America, so far from being, as the writers of upstart Europe de- 
nominate it, the new world, is at least as old as any country in 
existence, not excepting Egypt, China, or eyen the land of the 
Assiniboins ; which, according to the traditions of that ancient 
people, has already assisted at the funerals of thirteen suns, and 
four hundred and seyenty thousand moons 1 

I had likewise written a long dissertation on certain hiero- 
glyphics discoyered on those fragments of the moon, which haye 
lately fidlen, with singular propriety, m a neighboring state ; — 
and haye thrown considerable l^ht on the state of literature and 
the arts in that planet ; — showing that the uniyersal language 
which preyails there is high Dutch ; thereby preying it to be the 
most ancient and original tongue, and corroborating the (pinion 
of a celebrated poet, that it is the language in which the serpent 
tempted our grandmother Eye. 

To support the theatric department, I had seyeral yery judidoua 
critiques, ready written, wherein no quarter was shoym either to 
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authors or actors ; and I was only waiting to determine at what 
plays or performances they should be levelled. As to the grand 
spectacle of Cinderella, which is to be represented this season, I 
had- given it a most immerciful handling : showing that it was 
neither tragedy, comedy, nor farce ; that the incidents were highly 
improbable, that the prince played like a perfect harlequin, that 
the white mice were merely powdered for the occasion, and that 
the new moon had a most outrageous copper nose. 

But my most profound and erudite essay in embryo is an ana- 
lytical, hypercritical review of these Salmagundi lucubrations; 
which I had written partly in revenge for the many waggish 
jokes played off against me by my confederates, and partly for 
the purpose of saving much invaluable labor to the Zoiluses and 
Dennises of the age, by detecting and exposing all the similari- 
ties, resemblances, synonymies, analogies, coincidences, Ac., which 
occur in this work. 

I hold it downright plagiarism for any author to write, or even 
to think, in the same manner with any other writer that either , 
did, doth, or may exist. It is a sage maxim of law — " Ignoraniia 
nemimm excusat" — and the same has been extended to htera- 
ture : so that if an author sliall publish an idea that has been ever 
hinted by another, it shall be no exculpation for him to plead 
ignorance of the fact. All, therefore, that I had to do was to 
take a good pair of spectacles, or a magnifying glass, and with 
Salmagundi in hand and a table full of books before me, to mouse 
over them alternately, in a comer of Cockloft Ubrary : careftiUy 
comparing and contrasting all odd ends and fragments of senten- 
ces. Little did honest Launce suspect, when he $at lounging 
and scribbling in his elbow-chair with no other stock to draw 
upon than his own brain, and no other authority to consult than 
the sage Linkum FideHus I — ^httie did he think that his careless, 
unstudied effusions would receive such scrupulous investigation. 

By laborious researches, and patiently collating words, where 
sentences and ideas did not correspond, I have detected sundry 
sly disguises and metamorphoses of which, I'll be bound, Lang- 
staff himself is ignorant Thus, for instance— The little man in 
black, is evidently no less a personage than old Goody Blake, or 
goody something, filched from the Spectator, who confessedly 
filched her from Otway's "wrinkled hag with age grown double.'* 
My friend Launce has taken the honest old woman, dressed her 
up in the cast-off suit worn by Twaits, in Lampedo, and endea- 
vored to palm the imposture upon the enlightened inhabitants 
of Gotham. No further proof of the feet need be given, than that 
Goody Blake was taken for a witch ; and the Uttle man in black 
for a conjurer ; and that they both lived in villages, the inhabitants 
of which were distinguished by a most respectful abhorrence of 
hobgoblins and broomsticks ; to be sure the astonishing similarity 
ends here, but surely that is enough to prove that the little man in 
black is no other than Goody Blake in the disguise of a white witch. 
11 
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Thus, al0O^ the sage Mustaphii, in mistakixig a brag-part7 fot a 
convention of magi studying Jiieroglyphics, may pretend to OTigi<- 
nality of idea and to a &inili&r acquaintance with the black-letter 
literati of the east ; — ^Bu^ this Tripolitan trick will not pass here ; 
— I refer those who wish to detect his larceny to one of those 

* wholesale jumbles, or hodge-podge collections of science, which, 
like a taikir's pandemonium, or a giblet-pye, are receptacles for 
scientific fragments of all sorts and sizes. The reader, learned in 
dictionary studies, will at once perceive I mean an encydopsedia. 
There, under the title of magi, Egypt, cards, or hieroglyphics, I 
forget which, will be discovered ask idea similar to that of Musta- 
pha^ as snugly concealed as truth at Ae bottom of a weU, or the 
misletoe amid the shady branches of an oak : — ^and it may at any 
time be drawn from its lurking-place, by those hewers of wood 
and drawers of water, who labK)r in humbler walks of criticism. 
This is assuredly a most unpardonable error of the sage Mustapha^ 
who had been the captain of a ketch ; and, of course, as your nau- 
tical men are for the most part very learned, ought to have known 

' better. But this is not the only blunder of the grave Mussulman 
who swears by the head of Amrou, the beard of Barbarossa^ and 
the sword of KMlid, as glibly as our good Christian soldiers amb- 
thematize body and soul, or a sailor his eyes and odd limbs. Now 
I solemnly pledge myself to the world, that in all my travels 
through the east, in Persia^ Arabia, China, and Egypt, I never 
heard man, woman, or child, utter any of those preposterous and 
new &ngled asseverations ; and that, so &r frx>m swearing by any 
man's head, it is considered, throughout the east, the greatest ia- 
sult that can be offered to either the living or dead to meddle in' 
any shape even with his beard. These are but two or three spe- 
cimens of the exposures I would have made ; but I should have 
descended still lower; nor would have spared the most insignifi- 
cant and, or but, or nevertheless provided I could have found a 
ditto in the Spectator or the dictionary ; — ^but all these minutiffi I 
bequeath to the Lilliputian literati of this sagacious oonmiumty, 
who are fond of hunting " such small deer," and I earnestly pray 
they may find full employment for a twelve-month to come. 

But the most outrageous plagiarisms of friend Launcelot, are 
those made on sundry living personages. Thus : Tom Straddle 
has been evidently stolen from a distinguished Brummagem emi- 
grant, since they both ride on horseback ; — Dabble, tlie little great 
man, has his origin in a certain aspiring counsellor, who is rismg 
in the world as rapidly as the heaviness of his head will i>ermit ; 
mine unde John will bear a tolerable comparison, particidarly as 
it respects the sterling qualities of his heart, with a worthy yeo- 
man of Westchester county ; — ^and to deck out Aunt Charity, and 
the amiable Miss Cocklofts, he has rifled the charms of half the 
ancient vestals in the city. Nay, he has taken unpardonable lib- * 
®^®s with my own person! — elevating me on the substantial 
pedestals of a worthy gentleman from China, and tricking-me out 
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with daret ooata, tight breeches, and 8QT6^6pIigged dickeys, in 
ench sort that I can scarcely recognize my own resemblance; — 
whereas I absolutely declare that I am an exceeding good-looking 
man, neither too taU nor too short, too old nor too young, with a 
person indifferently robust, a head rather inclining to be large^ an 
easy swing in my walk ; and that I wear my own hair, neither 
queued, nor cropped, nor turned up, but in a fieur, pendulous^ os- 
cillating club, tied with a yard of nine-penny blade riband. 

And now haying said aU that occurs to me on the present 
pathetic occasion, — Shaving made my speech, wrote my eulogy, and 
drawn my portrait, I bid my readers an affectionate &rewdl; ex- 
horting them to live honestly and soberly; — ^paying their taxes, and 
reverendng the state, the church, and tiie corporation; — treading 
diligently the bible and almanac, the newspaper and Salmagundi ; 
which is all the reading an honest citizen has occasion for; and 
eschewing all spirit of&ction, discontent, irreligion, and criticism. 
Which is aU at present 

From their departed friend, 

WlLUAH "WJZASD. 
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NOTES. 



Pa« a—" The Town,"" was the tltte of a New York newipftper, wbiek 
devoted especial attention to theatrical criticisms. 

P. lOu—** JTiMtfn^ BHdgs'^'-iD. the saborbs of New Tork~«o eaUed, be- 
cause the beaux, on sleighing parties, here exacted a kiss, by waj of 
toll, from their fair companions. 

P. IK.—" Tk6 color qf Mr. J^erton'e * * * * ,^ President JefEsrMn, 
with a strange defiance of good taste, nsed to display himself on levee- 
days and other public occasions In red velvet mnaU-dhfhee, 

P. 11—" Ihe North BUoer Society;^ was supposed to be an assoclati<m of 
the young men of Ikshion, with little talent and great pretenslona, * 
whose object was U>eetthe North (or Hudson) Miver on^e. 

P. fSL—Paff'e Mueieal Tree. Michael Paff, a noted music-seller and con- 
noisseur of old pictures. An emblematical device was suspended 
from a poplar tree in ft^nt of his shop in Broadway, near Park place. 

P. 80.—" RegimeffU qf TripoUtan PrUoner$.^ Several Tripolitan prison* 
era taken by the American squadron in an action off Tripoli, were 
brought to New York ; where they lived at large, objects of the curt- 
oslty and hospitality of the inhabitants, until an opportunity offered 
to restore them to their own country. 
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